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PRELUDE							       Lyssna, lyssna, hör du änglasången?
(Listen, Listen, Do You Hear the Angel’s Song?)

								        John Holstedt
								        Brian Ward, Organ

WORDS OF WELCOME					     Libby Piotrowski

* HYMN 180							       All Hail to Thee, O Blessed Morn

* CALL TO WORSHIP							       Jeff Hunter
Let us go, in heart and mind, to see what has come to pass.
Let us go with the shepherds:
Let us go to find the Savior!
Let us go with the wise ones:
Let us go to find God’s promise, born for us!
Let us go with the poor and humble:
Let us go to find our King, born in a lowly manger.
Let us go with all the world, with all the peoples of the nations.
Come, let us worship; come, let us adore him:
Christ the Lord!

* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER			   Emily Cody
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES							     
	 Old Testament Reading						      Isaiah 62:6-12
	 New Testament Reading							       Titus 3:4-7

* HYMN 176 						     Now Shine a Thousand Candles Bright

* READING OF THE GOSPEL			   Luke 2:1-20
Gunnel Brunsell (1929-2025),

Reader via Video
Read first in Swedish and then in English.



* HYMN 179 						     O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful
We will sing verses 1-3 in English, and then verse 1 again in Swedish.

O du saliga, o du heliga, 
jordens fröjdfulla högtidsdag!
Ära ske Herren, näre och fjärran! 
Änglar förkunna Guds välbehag.

CHRISTMAS HOMILY					     Jeff Hunter

SPECIAL MUSIC						      Jul, jul, strålande jul
(Christmas, Christmas, Brilliant Christmas)

								        Gustaf Nordqvist
								        Choral Ensemble, Brian Ward, Director

CHRISTMAS MORNING PRAYER

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
	 Invitation to Generosity	
	 Offertory						      Betlehems stjärna

(Star of Bethlehem)
							       Alice Tegnér, arr. Jan Åke Hillerud
							       Eunji Lee, Piano
	 * Responsive Hymn 149 (Refrain, Verse 2, Refrain) 				    He Is Born
	 * Prayer of Dedication

	 Jul, jul, strålande jul! 
gläns över vita skogar.

	 Himmelens kronor med gnistrande ljus,
	 glimmande bågar i alla Guds hus.
	 Psalm, som är sjungen från tid till tid,
	 eviga lägntan till ljus och frid.
	 Jul, jul, strålande jul! 
	     gläns över vita skogar.

	 Kom, kom, signade jul! sänk dina vita vingar,
	 över stridernas blod och larm,
	 över all suckan ur människobarm,
	 över de släkten som gå till ro,
	 över de ungas dagande bo.
	 Kom, kom, signade jul! sänk dina vita vingar!

Christmas, Christmas, brilliant Christmas! 
    shining over white forests.

The crowns of heaven with sparkling light,
glittering arches in all God’s house.
Psalm that is sung from era to era,
eternal longing to light and peace.

Christmas, Christmas, glimmering Christmas! 
    shining over white forests.

Come, blessed Christmas! lower your white wings 
over the fighting blood and alarms,

over all the sighing of the human breast,
over the generations that go to rest,

over the young ones’ new settled homes.
Come, blessed Christmas! lower your white wings!



* HYMN 187 							      Our Day of Joy Is Here Again
We will sing verses 1-4 in English, and then verse 1 again in Swedish.

Nu glädjens timme inne är och manar oss till sång.
Vi stämmer upp den lovsång här som änglar sjöng en gång:
Ära vare Gud i höjd, frid på jorden, frid och fröjd,
över oss Guds välbehag på denna glädjens dag!

* BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE						      När juldagsmorgon glimmar
(When Christmas Morn Is Breaking)

						      Hymnal Selection 181, arr. Brian Ward

* Please rise in body or in spirit

Registered attendees are invited to join us following worship
for a special Swedish fika in the parlors downstairs.
A special thanks to all who provided decorations for 

and prepared our breakfast this morning.

What Is Julotta?

Julotta is a Swedish service that celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ. The 
service is held every December 25. Traditionally, the service should 
begin around 6 am and end before, or at the time of, dawn. In many 
instances, the church is lit only by candlelight as parishioners arrive, 
and the sanctuary then fills with sunlight as the service progresses. The 
earliest recorded occurrence of Julotta in the United States was in the 
Strombeck Lutheran Church in Minnesota in 1883. 





Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with license #2875232.
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  					     Missionaries We Support					      
Chris Peterson, 

Regional Coordinator for Europe

Peter and Anna Kim, Taiwan

Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo

Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, 
Regional Coordinators for Latin America 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

					       Welcome Statement				      		   

North Park Covenant
Church Staff					          	          
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor	    	 Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org    lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
ext. 525 			          ext. 515

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use 
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Jeanette Mottl, Pastor for Community Connection,
with a Focus on Youth and College Students
jmottl@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/
Chancel Choir Director
bward@npcovenant.org

Sam Parnin, Organist
sparnin@npcovenant.org

Linnea Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
lolfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie Olson, Church Administrator
aolson@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

 North Park Church
           	 Cooperative Preschool

Becky Edwards, 
Administrative Director

Lyndsey Wellner,
Head Teacher/Educational Director 

Jennifer Glazier,
Assistant Teacher

(773) 463-0055, ext. 520 
preschool@npcovenant.org

www.npcovenant.org/npccp

	        The Friendship Center
Nadia Jiménez,

Executive Director
2711 West Lawrence Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625
(773) 907-6338

info@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org


