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PRELUDE							       Joy to the World/Away in a Manger
arr. Kenneth Knowles

                                                                                                Ayden Hunt, French Horn
                                                                                                Erik Ward, French Horn

WELCOME AND PRAYER OF INVOCATION		  Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

v       v       v

CHORAL INTROIT						      Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
arr. David Wilcocks

Chancel Choir, Brian Ward, Director

* HYMNS OF CELEBRATION  
	 147							      O Come, All Ye Faithful
	 157							      Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE		  Mary and Keith Chase-Ziolek 
As we gather for worship this evening, we celebrate the arrival of the long-promised, long 
hoped-for Christ Child. As a people who have walked in darkness, we join with the many 
throughout the centuries who welcome the greatest light!

We rejoice in the arrival of the Christ Child.

This evening, we are reminded that Christ comes to break the yoke of burden, the rod of the 
oppressor, the bar across the shoulders of those who suffer under the weight of great oppres-
sion.

We rejoice in the arrival of the Christ Child.

A child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 
named:

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

As we light the Christ Candle, we are reminded that the Christ Child has come and is coming 
again. Let us rejoice!

The Christ Candle is lit.



Prayer: God, who chose to send his one and only Son to live among your people, fully 
human and fully divine, we rejoice in this greatest gift of God with us! We pray for your 
continuing authority in the world, with justice and righteousness, and we pray that you 
might use us in your coming kingdom. Amen.

* We stand to sing Hymn 136, Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers! 

* PASSING OF THE PEACE								       Emily Cody
	 The Peace of Christ be with you.
	 And also with you.

CHORAL ANTHEM						     Let Heaven and Nature Sing
Larry Shackley

Listen, all you people of the earth, 
the time has come for our Messiah’s birth.

Let ev’ry heart prepare a place to dwell 
for Jesus Christ, our Lord, Emmanuel.

Chorus: Let heaven and nature sing.
Let earth receive her King. 

The earth will soon resound with joyful song.
The heavens and the sea will sing along.

And children of the Lord who hear that sound
will spread the joy to ev’ryone around. Chorus

Repeat the sounding joy! Sing! 
Repeat the sounding joy to the world!

The grace of God is known in ev’ry land. (Joy to the world!)
Christ rules the nations with a loving hand. (Joy to the world!)
His righteousness shines out for all to see. (Joy to the world!)

The Prince of Peace will reign eternally! (Joy to the world!) Chorus

Sing! Joy to the world! 

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES				    Cheyenne Johnson, Reader
	 Old Testament Reading								        Isaiah 9:2-7
	 New Testament Reading								        Titus 2:11-14 
	 * Gospel Reading								        Luke 2:1-20
		  The Word of the Lord.
		  Thanks be to God.
			   * Hymn of Response 184 		  God’s Love Made Visible



A CHRISTMAS STORYBOOK 			   What Gift Will Elizabeth Give?
		  Written by Susan E. Dawson
								        Illustrated by Karis Ayers

Read by Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

SPECIAL MUSIC 						      The Birthday of a King
William Harold Neidlinger, arr. Sam Parnin

Robert Johnson, Baritone

CHRISTMAS PRAYER

THE GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
	 Invitation to Generosity

The Trustees will come around at this time to receive physical offerings.
Giving online at any time is also an option at www.npcovenant.org/give.

	 Offertory						      Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne
Tracey Craig McKibben

Brian Ward, Piano
	 * Song of Presentation 141				   Come, Lord Jesus
	 * Prayer of Dedication

LIGHTING OUR CANDLES				    Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
Hymnal Selection 159

The candles we light and hold serve as symbols of Christ’s light that shines 
in our lives, as well as the light we carry into the dark places of the world.

* HYMN 172 							      Silent Night, Holy Night 
							     
* BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 							       O Come All Ye Faithful
 								        Alexandre Guilmant
								        Sam Parnin, Organ

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with license #2875232. Permission to print and podcast/
stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954. Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by 
Covenant Publications obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church. All rights reserved. 
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  					     Missionaries We Support					      
Chris Peterson, 

Regional Coordinator for Europe

Peter and Anna Kim, Taiwan

Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo

Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, 
Regional Coordinators for Latin America 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

					       Welcome Statement				      		   

North Park Covenant
Church Staff					          	          
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor	    	 Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org    lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
ext. 525 			          ext. 515

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use 
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Jeanette Mottl, Pastor for Community Connection,
with a Focus on Youth and College Students
jmottl@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/
Chancel Choir Director
bward@npcovenant.org

Sam Parnin, Organist
sparnin@npcovenant.org

Linnea Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
lolfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie Olson, Church Administrator
aolson@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

 North Park Church
           	 Cooperative Preschool

Becky Edwards, 
Administrative Director

Lyndsey Wellner,
Head Teacher/Educational Director 

Jennifer Glazier,
Assistant Teacher

(773) 463-0055, ext. 520 
preschool@npcovenant.org

www.npcovenant.org/npccp

	        The Friendship Center
Nadia Jiménez,

Executive Director
2711 West Lawrence Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625
(773) 907-6338

info@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org


