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PRELUDE						      I, the Lord of Sea and Sky (685)
                                                                    		  Daniel L. Schutte

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS	 Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

* CALL TO WORSHIP				    from Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
	 O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
	 You know when I sit down and when I rise up. 
	 You search out my path and my lying down, 
	 and are acquainted with all my ways.
	 You hem me in, behind and before, 
	 and lay your hand upon me.
	 For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
	 you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
	 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
	 Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.
	
* OPENING SONG							       You Go Before Me
							       Brian and Maria Ward

* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
	 May the Peace of the Risen Christ be with you.
	 And also with you.

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN						      Libby Piotrowski

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES					     Ryan Wendt, Reader
	 Old Testament Reading						      1 Samuel 3:1-20
	 New Testament Reading						      2 Corinthians 4:5-12
	 * Gospel Reading								        Mark 2:23 - 3:6
		  The Word of the Lord.
		  Thanks be to God.



MESSAGE										          Jeff Hunter

* HYMN OF RESPONSE 620 							       Speak to Me

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS 
	 Ann Boyd		
	 Jon Boyd	
	 Kathryn (Katy) Hoffman
	 Sandra Nelson

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
	 Invitation to the Table
	 Words of Institution
	 Sharing of the Elements
	 Prayer of Thanksgiving	

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
	 Invitation to Generosity

The Trustees will come around at this time to receive physical offerings.
Giving online at any time is also an option at www.npcovenant.org/give. 

	 Offertory										          Hymn
		  Charlie Lowell, Dan Haseltine, Matt Odmark, Stephen Mason

1997 Bridge Building Music, Inc. (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.)
	 Pogostick Music (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.)

	 * Doxology 48
	 * Prayer of Dedication	

* CLOSING SONG							       Goodness of God
Ben Fielding, Brian Johnson, Ed Cash, Jason Ingram, Jenn Johnson

2018 Capitol CMG Paragon (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
	 SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
	 Fellow Ships Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC)
	 So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC)
	 Bethel Music Publishing

* BENEDICTION				  

POSTLUDE						      He Is Exalted (298)
 							       Twila Paris

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

https://www.npcovenant.org/give
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You Go Before Me
Brian and Maria WardPsalm 139: 1-2, 5-8, 12, 15-18
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Today’s Scripture Readings

Old Testament Reading					    1 Samuel 3:1-20

Samuel’s Calling and Prophetic Activity

3 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those 
days; visions were not widespread.

2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in 
his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the 
Lord, where the ark of God was. 4Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 
5and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” 
So he went and lay down. 6The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did 
not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8The Lord called 
Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 
Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, 
and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place.

10Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, 
for your servant is listening.” 11Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in 
Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli all 
that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am about 
to punish his house forever for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and 
he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall 
not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”

15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was 
afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I 
am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and 
more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and 
hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.”

19As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 20And all 
Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord.



New Testament Reading					     2 Cor 4:5-12

5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for 
Jesus’s sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Light will shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

7But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power be-
longs to God and does not come from us. 8We are afflicted in every way but not crushed, perplexed but 
not driven to despair, 9persecuted but not forsaken, struck down but not destroyed, 10always carrying 
around in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 
11For we who are living are always being handed over to death for Jesus’s sake, so that the life of Jesus 
may also be made visible in our mortal flesh. 12So death is at work in us but life in you.

* Gospel Reading 						      Mark 2:23 - 3:6

Pronouncement about the Sabbath
23One Sabbath he was going through the grain fields, and as they made their way his disciples began to 
pluck heads of grain. 24The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the 
Sabbath?” 25And he said to them, “Have you never read what David did when he and his companions 
were hungry and in need of food, 26how he entered the house of God when Abiathar was high priest 
and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some 
to his companions?” 27Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for humankind and not human-
kind for the Sabbath, 28so the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.”

The Man with a Withered Hand

3 Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. 2They were watch-
ing him to see whether he would cure him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse him. 3And he 
said to the man who had the withered hand, “Come forward.” 4Then he said to them, “Is it lawful 
to do good or to do harm on the Sabbath, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. 5He looked 
around at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness of heart and said to the man, “Stretch out 
your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6The Pharisees went out and immediately  
conspired with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him.







Goodness of God
Jenn Johnson, Ed Cash, Jason Ingram, Ben Fielding, and Brian Johnson
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online! 
We’re glad you’re here. 

For your prayers this week: 
- Rosemary Slaughter’s friend Debbie Wil-
	 liams’s great-grandson, born prematurely 
	 and in the NICU with apnea
- Jim Reese, Julie Reese-Clauson’s father, 
	 hospitalized after experiencing a heart attack
- Ryan Wendt’s dad, Kevin, recuperating at 
	 home after surgery
- Craig Johnson, Pastor Libby’s dad, still 
	 hospitalized but making slow and steady 
	 progress
- Sally Johnson, recuperating after undergo-
	 ing two eye lens surgeries

Childcare is available on a blanket toward 
the back near the playground area.  

Thank you to our musicians this morning! 
	 Kristen Hunter - Voice
	 Anders Johnson - Guitar and Bass Guitar
	 Robert Johnson - Voice
	 Brian Ward - Cajon, Ukulele, Melodica, 
 	     Guitar, and Voice
	 Maria Ward - Voice
	 Lauren Wargaski - Violin
	 Ryan Wendt - Guitar

Thank you to our tech team, not only for 
their work each and every week, but also for the work of making outdoor worship a possibility for us 
today! Garry Arkema, David Frisk, Dave Holmes, Bjorn Johnson, Steve Paska, and Eric Pfeiffelman—
thank you!

Today is a Benevolence Sunday. Members of the Deacon Board will be at the gates after the service to 
receive any donatinos to our benevolence fund, which is used to help those in need in our community.

The summer issue of The Narthex, our monthly newsletter, was emailed out last week, and hard 
copies are available for pick-up today. This will be the last issue until September. Please feel free to pick 
up a copy.

Neighborhood Prayer in 2024
Throughout the calendar year, we have been 
striving to use all of who we 
are to pray with and for the 
communities in which we 
live. For the month 
of June, we will focus on 
using our arms to surround 
our communities in prayer 
and love, giving thanks for 
their presence in our lives and 
the ways we shape one another. We invite 
you to select three homes or businesses in 
your neighborhood and metaphorically wrap 
your arms around them, praying for them 
each day; that those spaces would be filled 
with love and that they would know and  
follow after God.

As Simeon said as he held the infant Jesus in 
his arms: “I have seen your salvation, which 
you have prepared for all people. He is a light 
to reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory 
of your people Israel!” - Luke 2:31-32



Join us after worship for our spring block party! We’ll have food and fun out on Christiana, and all 
are invited to enjoy!

On Sunday, June 9, we will hold a brief congregational meeting following worship to approve the 
use of funds to repair the gym roof. All are welcome to attend, but only church members may vote.

Thank you for your generosity! We wanted to give a quick update regarding the donations for Paul 
and Sheryl Noren’s vehicle. As of last week, $1,270 has been donated! We are hoping to give these 
funds to them when they return in July. There is still time to give!” 

VBS Volunteers! There are two more volunteer meetings; please mark your  
calendars and join us in the parlors:

- Thursday, June 6, at 7 pm. If you weren’t able to attend the Tuesday, May 
28, meeting, please be sure to attend this one.

- Sunday, June 9, at 5 pm. All hands on deck! This is set-up night, and we ask 
that everyone be there to help us prepare to Set Sail! 

Volunteers are needed on an ongoing basis for childcare and hospitality! If you’re able to help out in 
the toddler room or by serving refreshments after Sunday worship, please sign up for a Sunday or two 
at https://tinyurl.com/volunteer-sunday 

Vacation Bible School registration is underway! Children in Preschool through 5th grade are invited 
to Set Sail with us over the week of June 10-14 for a time of fun as they learn about our God who loves 
them so very much. Children must be potty-trained. Anyone entering 6th grade and older is welcome 
on staff! To register your child/ren or to sign up to be a volunteer, please click here.

The list of needed supplies is now available. If you are able to purchase some of the items on the list, 
we would greatly appreciate it! 

Registration for our two Central Conference summer camps, Covenant Point (Iron River, MI) and 
Covenant Harbor (Lake Geneva, WI), is still open, and many of our young people are registered. If 
you or someone you know has a child who would love to go to summer camp, but finances are tight, 
please reach out to Pastor Libby. The church has funds to send our kids to camp, and we’d love to use 
them! 

The BravoStudio invites you to sign up for a summer voice camp over the week 
of June 24-28. Founded by Chicago natives Evan, Kalli, Tommy, and Alex Bravos 
(who you may remember as the conductor of Uniting Voices Chicago–Albany 
Park), this family-owned studio stems from a mutual passion for and dedication to 
music. For details or to register, please use the QR Code at the right. 

https://tinyurl.com/volunteer-sunday
ttps://onrealm.org/npcovenant/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YTJhMTlkNjYtMzMzYS00YjAyLWEwYzItYjE2MjAxMDYwMWEy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12-jTiWvfsT54CGT9enOMQCDmrJzF98IDpJWdzVclTNo/edit?usp=sharing


Exodus World Service invites you to help support their soccer team in the  annual World Refugee 
Day Soccer Tournament.

When: Saturday, June 22, times will need to be flexible, depending upon how the team does
Where: Foster Beach Park
What: 12-15 refugees from eight different countries are joining together as Exodus United to compete 
in the annual World Refugee Day Soccer Tournament 

Exodus United will compete against teams made up of players from specific countries, many of whom 
have played together most of their lives. While the unique makeup of our team doesn’t always bode 
well for winning the tournament, the team is a beautiful display of the power of togetherness and the 
joy of sport. Plus, the event includes music performances from many different cultures and booths 
with representatives from all the refugee organizations in Chicago. BUT, the team needs support  
beyond our staff (who are occupied with other responsibilities that day).  

The support  would include:
- Providing drinks and snacks (like water, Gatorade, bananas, apples, etc) throughout the day. A  
	 beverage dispenser and cup would be helpful tools to bring along.
- Providing lunch for the players around noon. A cooler for the lunch items would also be helpful. 
	 (While lunch is provided for the spectators, last year none of the players were able to get food 
	 because their game conflicted with the lunch service time. We anticipate this will be the case again 
	 this year.)
- Watching some great soccer and watching over the players’ items at the team tent to make sure all 
	 items are secure throughout the day. Bring lawn chairs and whatever else is wanted for a day at the 
	 park.

The length of commitment is a bit up in the air. The support could be one group there all day or 
shared, with individuals/families taking a few hours on Saturday for different roles.  We don’t know 
if the team will play just two games or if they might play an additional two games by winning. Last 
year, the team needed support from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., but if they win, the support would be needed 
until as late as 4 p.m. Some planning and flexibility in schedules is necessary to support this event!  If 
you are interested, please reach out to Pastor Libby, and she will connect with Exodus World Service 
Leadership.

mailto:lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org


Monday, June 3
	 10:30 am	 Staff Meeting (Staff Conference Room)
	 9 am	 NPCCP Day Camp (Preschool Classroom/Gym/South Garden)
	 6:30 pm	 Geezerball (Gym)
	 7:30 pm	 Centering Prayer (Staff Conference Room)

Tuesday, June 4
	 9 am	 NPCCP Day Camp (Preschool Classroom/Gym/South Garden)
	 4:30 pm	 Uniting Voices Chicago Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
	 6 pm	 Cudahy Basketball (Gym)
	 7 pm	 Adult Bible Study (Art Room)

Wednesday, June 5
	 9 am	 NPCCP Day Camp (Preschool Classroom/Gym/South Garden)
	 10 am	 Women’s Bible Study (Hybrid/Large Conference Room)

Thursday, June 6
	 8 am	 East Wall Project Progress Meeting (Large Conference Room)
	 9 am	 NPCCP Day Camp (Preschool Classroom/Gym/South Garden)
	 4:30 pm	 Uniting Voices Chicago Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
	 7 pm	 VBS Volunteer Meeting (Parlors)

Friday, June 7
	 9 am	 NPCCP Day Camp (Preschool Classroom/Gym/South Garden)
	 1 pm	 Prayer Gathering (South Chapel Prayer Corner)
	 5 pm	 Organist Audition (Sanctuary)

Saturday, June 8
	 8 am	 Geezerball (Gym)
	 10:30 am	 Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

Sunday, June 9
	 10:30 am	 Worship (Sanctuary)
	 5 pm	 VBS Set-up Meeting (Parlors)
	 7 pm		 AA Meeting (South Chapel)

					        The Church Calendar This Week					   
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.
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  					     Missionaries We Support					      
Letha Kerl, 

Regional Co-coordinator for Europe

Peter and Anna Kim, Taiwan

Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo

Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, 
Latin America 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

					       Welcome Statement				      		   

North Park Covenant
Church Staff					          	          
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor	    	 Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org    lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
ext. 525 			          ext. 515

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use 
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Jeanette Mottl, Director of Youth Ministry
jmottl@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/
Chancel Choir Director
bward@npcovenant.org

Linnea Olfelt, Interim Chancel Handbell Choir Director

Joline Paska, Treasurer
treasurer@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

 North Park Church
           	 Cooperative Preschool

Becky Edwards 
Administrative Director

Lyndsey Wellner
Head Teacher/Educational Director 

Jennifer Glazier
Assistant Teacher

(773) 463-0055, ext. 520 
preschool@npcovenant.org

www.npcovenant.org/npccp

	        The Friendship Center
2711 West Lawrence Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625

Justin Block
Executive Director

justin@friendshipcenterchicago.org

(773) 907-6338
info@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org


