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PRELUDE      Da Jesus an dem Kreuze stund, BWV 621 
        (As Jesus Hung upon the Cross)
        J.S. Bach

Sunwoo Lee, Organ

SILENT PROCESSION

* CALL TO WORSHIP        Pastor Jeff Hunter
 On this day, we gather to remember Jesus our Savior,
 who loved us and gave himself for us.
 Let us draw near in full assurance of God’s endless love and mercy.

 We give our thanks and praise to Jesus Christ,
 who carries our sorrows,
 heals our wounds,
 and redeems us from sin and death.

* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 887  Pastor Libby Piotrowski

* HYMN 226        What Wondrous Love

UNISON CONFESSION OF SIN 
 Merciful God, we meet each other today at the foot of the cross.
 We wait with each other as those who inflict wounds on one another:
 be merciful to us.
 As those who deny justice to others:
 be merciful to us.
 As those who put our trust in power:
 be merciful to us.
 As those who are greedy:
 be merciful to us.
 As those who struggle to offer forgiveness:
 be merciful to us.
 As those who refuse to receive:
 be merciful to us.
 As those who are motivated by fear:
 be merciful to us. 
 Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  



+ THE SERVICE OF SHADOWS +

+ THE FIRST LIGHT - THE SHADOW OF BETRAYAL +
Matthew 26:20-25                                                   Maria Ward, Reader
 Hymn Response 230                                           Go to Dark Gethsemane

 
+ THE SECOND LIGHT - THE SHADOW OF THE AGONY OF SPIRIT AND ARREST +

Matthew 26:36-50                                                    Ryan Wendt, Reader
 Choral Response    Thy Will Be Done 

Craig Courtney 
Chancel Choir, Brian Ward, Director

Our cup was filled with darkness. Our cup was filled with death.
Christ took our cup and drank it, 

and gave us life, and gave us hope, gave us Himself.

Refrain: My Father, let this cup pass from me. 
Yet not my will, O Lord, but Thine be done.

In blackest night we hear Him in dark Gethsemane; 
pleading with the Father 

for one more way, for one more hope, for one more day. Refrain

Then they took our Savior, and led Him to a tree;
and there they broke His body, 

poured out His life, put Him to death to rise again! Refrain

+ THE THIRD LIGHT - THE SHADOW OF DENIAL +
Matthew 26:69-75                                                     Libby Piotrowski, Reader
 Hymn Response 238    O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

+ THE FOURTH LIGHT - THE SHADOW OF ACCUSATION +
Matthew 27:11-14, 20-29                                          Jeff Hunter, Reader
 Choral Response    Lamb of God 

arr. F. Melius Christiansen
Lamb of God most holy, who on the cross didst suffer,

patient and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer.
Our sins by Thee were taken, or hope had us forsaken:

have mercy on us, O Jesu! 



+ THE FIFTH LIGHT - THE SHADOW OF CRUCIFIXION AND HUMILIATION +
Matthew 27:31-43                                                   Jeanette Mottl, Reader
 Organ Solo      In Death’s Strong Grasp the Savior Lay

J.S. Bach
Brian Ward, Organ 

+ THE SIXTH LIGHT - THE SHADOW OF DEATH +
Matthew 27:45-54                                                   Joel Piotrowski, Reader
 Instrumental Response   Amazing Grace and Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 

arr. Sandi Kersten
Sandi Kersten, Harp; Cheryl Borgeson, Flute

+ THE SEVENTH LIGHT - THE SHADOW OF BURIAL +
Matthew 27:57-60                                                    Julie Reese-Clauson, Reader
 Vocal Solo      Were You There? (240)

Barbara Hunt, Soprano

DISMISSAL
May Jesus Christ, who for our sake became obedient unto death, even death on the cross, keep 
you and strengthen you this night and forever. Amen.

The choir will recess in silence, pausing to drop the nails they have been given 
into the bucket in the narthex. The congregation may follow.

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.



What Is “Tenebrae”?
 
The service of Tenebrae, or “shadows”, dates back to eighth-century Rome. It grew out 
of a combination of night and early morning prayer, focusing on the commemoration 
of the passion of Jesus. The most significant aspect of this service is the gradual extin-
guishing of the lights and candles in the room, symbolizing the flight of the apostles 
and the darkness and disturbance that accompanied the suffering. The candles repre-
sent the apostles and all followers of Christ. The larger candle—the one we call “The 
Christ Candle”—represents Jesus himself. The dramatic high point occurs when com-
plete darkness is reached, and a loud noise is sounded at Jesus’ death. As Christians, we 
believe that it is of central importance that the reality of Christ’s death be encountered; 
for there can be no resurrection without death.
                                                             - Adapted from the Covenant Book of Worship

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License #2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publications obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved. 
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       Missionaries We Support      
Letha Kerl, 

Regional Co-coordinator for Europe

Peter and Anna Kim, Taiwan

Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo

Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, 
Latin America 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

       Welcome Statement         

North Park Covenant
Church Staff                    
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor      Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org    lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
ext. 525           ext. 515

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use 
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Jeanette Mottl, Director of Youth Ministry
jmottl@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/
Interim Chancel Choir Director
bward@npcovenant.org

Sunwoo Lee, Interim Organist

Linnea Olfelt, Interim Chancel Handbell Choir Director

Joline Paska, Treasurer
treasurer@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

 North Park Church
            Cooperative Preschool

Becky Edwards 
Administrative Director

Lyndsey Wellner
Head Teacher/Educational Director 

Jennifer Glazier
Assistant Teacher

(773) 463-0055, ext. 520 
preschool@npcovenant.org

www.npcovenant.org/npccp

        The Friendship Center
2711 West Lawrence Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625

Justin Block
Executive Director

justin@friendshipcenterchicago.org

(773) 907-6338
info@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org


