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PRELUDE         The King Rides In 
  Lani Smith 
   Brian Ward, Organ

+ LITURGY OF THE PALMS +

* READING OF SCRIPTURE     Suelexia Rodriguez, Reader
  Mark 11:1-11
 The Word of the Lord.
 Thanks be to God.

* CALL TO WORSHIP        based on Psalm 118
   written by Jeff Shrowder
 Give thanks to the Lord, who alone is good;
 whose steadfast love is everlasting! 
 Let the gates of righteousness be opened
 that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord. 
 This is the gate of the Lord;
 the righteous shall enter through it. 
 This is the day that the Lord has made;
 let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

* PROCESSIONAL HYMN 227     All Glory, Laud, and Honor

* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
 The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
 And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

CHORAL ANTHEM       Ride On, King Jesus
  arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw
  Chancel Choir, Brian Ward, Director



Chorus: Ride on, King Jesus, no man can-a hinduh me. [2x]

I was but young when I begun (no man can-a hinduh me),
but now my race is almost won (no man can-a hinduh me). Chorus

King Jesus rides on a milk-white horse (no man can-a hinduh me);
the river of Jordan He did cross (no man can-a hinduh me). Chorus

If you want to find your way to God (no man can-a hinduh me),
the gospel highway must be trod (no man can-a hinduh me). Chorus

MESSAGE Jeff Hunter

* HYMN 228 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna

+ LITURGY OF THE PASSION +

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES  Suelexia, Alexei, and Rebecca Rodriguez, Readers
 New Testament Reading      Philippians 2:5-11
 * Gospel Reading      Mark 15:1-39
      The Word of the Lord.
      Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION
God has promised forgiveness to all who truly repent, turn to Christ in faith, and are them-
selves forgiving. In silence, let us call to mind our sins.

CHORAL ANTHEM Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley 
American Folk Hymn

arr. John Ferguson
   Maria Ward, Flute
                                                                     Robert Johnson, Bass

Jesus walked this lonesome valley; He had to walk it by himself.
O, nobody else could walk it for him; He had to walk it by himself.

We must walk this lonesome valley; we have to walk it by ourselves.
O, nobody else can walk it for us; we have to walk it by ourselves.

You must go and stand your trial; you have to stand it by yourself.
O, nobody else can stand it for you; you have to stand it by yourself.

SILENCE



WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Jesus Christ died for our sins, not to satisfy an angry God but to reach out with unending love 
to stubborn and selfish people. We are those people. Let the power of those words sink into 
you, and be comforted. Your sins are forgiven!

 May the peace of Christ Jesus be with you.
 And also with you.      

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN      Libby Piotrowski

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN     His Mercy Is More
    Matt Boswell, Matt Papa

2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
    Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
    Love Your Enemies Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
    Messenger Hymns (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

    Led by Jeff Hunter, Kristen Hunter, Sunwoo Lee, 
Brian Ward, and Ryan Wendt

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
 Invitation to Generosity

The Trustees will come around at this time to receive physical offerings.
Giving online at any time is also an option at www.npcovenant.org/give.

 Offertory     Christ, We Do All Adore Thee (297)
    Theodore DuBois, arr. Ellen Jane Lorenz
   Chancel Handbell Choir, Linnea Olfelt, Director
 * Responsive Hymn 114, verse 1  God Loved the World So That He Gave
 * Prayer of Dedication

* CLOSING HYMN 234                      Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended

* BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE    The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns (270)
Charles Callahan

  Sunwoo Lee, Organ

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

If you have prayer requests to be shared confidentially with the pastors, there is a prayer box 
located in the narthex, as well as slips of paper and a pen in the box’s drawer for your use. 

https://www.npcovenant.org/give
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online! 
We’re glad you’re here. 

For your prayers this week: 
- Steve Paska and family, mourning the pass-
 ing of his cousin Bruce this past Wednesday
- Kari Lindholm-Johnson, recuperating after 
 surgery last Wednesday to remove a bowel 
 obstruction
- Eric Pfeiffelman, recuperating after surgery 
 last Monday
- Janice Finney’s brother-in-law, Tim Rohr, 
 recuperating after undergoing a stem cell 
 transplant last Wednesday
- our assistant teacher in the preschool Jennifer 
 Glazier and family, mourning the unexpected 
 passing of her father, John, last Wednesday
- Paul Wargaski’s parents: Rosalie, who fell and 
 broke her arm, and Ronald, in need of peace 
 while struggling with a chronic lung condition
- Rosemary Slaughter’s friend Barbara Towes, 
 recuperating after having one of her toes amputated last week
- Cheyenne Johnson and family, mourning  the passing of her grandmother
- the Uniting Voices Chicago community and the family of 11-year-old Jayden Perkins, who was 
 fatally stabbed in a domestic dispute on March 13

Welcome to NPCC! If you are new to North Park Covenant Church, we want to 
say, “Huzzah!” We’re so glad you’re here and getting involved with the community. 
And if you would like to get more information about who we are and potential ways 
to get involved, the QR code at the left will get you on the list so we can share a few 
emails with you.

Childcare is available in the toddler room (lower level, off the hallway south of the parlors) for the 
full duration of the worship service for any wee ones ages 0 through 5 needing a place to wiggle and 
play. We always happily welcome children in the service but recognize that sometimes parents need a 
break so they can focus on worship. 

The spring issue of The Covenant Home Altar, the Evangelical Covenant Church’s daily devotional, 
has arrived and is available for pick-up in the narthex today. Feel free to grab a copy! Our copies of its 
Spanish-language counterpart, Hoy Con Dios, have yet to arrive, but we’ll let you know when they do.

Neighborhood Prayer in 2024
As we continue in prayer for our neighbor-
hood throughout the month of March, and 
recognizing that our hope comes from God 
and God alone, we pray from the depths of 
our souls for the peace and comfort that only 
God can bring to the people and places in 
our neighborhood.  

Psalm 143:8 - Let me hear 
of your steadfast love in 
the morning, for in you I 
put my trust. Teach me the way 
I should go, for to you I lift up 
my soul.



Staff Away: Pastor Libby will be out of the office from Monday, March 25, through Wednesday, 
March 27, and Ann-Marie will be out of the office on Wednesday, March 27.

Bible Journaling and the College-age Young Adult Lunch are on hold for Palm Sunday and  
Easter, but they will resume next Sunday, April 7.

On Saturday, April 13, at 10 am, the women of NPCC are invited to a women’s brunch in the  
parlors. Come for a time of fellowship, a delicious meal, and an opportunity to hear Rev. Andrea 
Spicer, a pastor at JPUSA, share her heart with us. To RSVP, please click here, and bring a friend!

After the worship service on Sunday, April 14, the youth group will host a special coffee hour and 
silent auction to help raise money for those who will attend UNITE 2024 in July. Currently, we are 
in need of donations! Some ideas include baked goods, a self-care basket, dog walking, babysitting, 
etc. If you’re willing to donate something, please contact Jeanette Mottl at jmottl@npcovenant.org by 
Monday, April 1. And please put this on your calendar and be ready to bid on some amazing items!

The nominating committee is looking for church members interested in representing the church 
at the ECC Annual Meeting, Gather 2024, which will be held in Cincinnati, OH, from June 27-29. 
If you have an interest or any questions, please contact Susan Dawson. The church will pay for trans-
portation and housing/meals.

https://onrealm.org/npcovenant/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YzBlMzlmZGQtMzViMi00ZTczLWIwOGYtYjEzMjAxNWYxZDlk
mailto:jmottl@npcovenant.org
mailto:sdawson7112@gmail.com


We invite you to walk with us this Holy Week

This Holy Week, we invite you to engage with two temporary installations: 
• NPCC has been gifted the use of the North Park Seminary School of Spir-
itual Direction’s indoor prayer labyrinth. A prayer labyrinth is a winding 
path for prayer that helps people draw near to God. The Prayer Labyrinth 
will be available in the parlors from March 25-29 during office hours and 
before and after our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services. 
• And from March 24 through March 31, the Stations of the Cross journey  
returns to church. Come to the church property and take part in this jour-
ney of reflection and prayer that is marked out in various places around 
the building as we walk together toward the good news of Easter Sunday.  

Holy Week Worship Schedule
Thursday, March 28, 7 pm: Maundy Thursday Worship Service
 Join us at 7 pm for a service of communion and foot washing. Come a little 
 early or stay after to pray your way through the labyrinth in the parlors.

Friday, March 29, 7 pm: Good Friday Tenebrae Service
 Return on Friday at 7 pm for a Good Friday service of shadows. Come a little 
 early or stay after to pray your way through the labyrinth in the parlors.

Sunday, March 31, 10:30 am: Easter Sunday Worship Service
 Join us at 9:15 am for a light breakfast in the parlors before our 10:30 am 
 worship service, in which we will celebrate Jesus’ resurrection.



Monday, March 25
 9:15 am Women’s Bible Study (Hybrid/Large Conference Room)
 10:30 am Staff Meeting (Staff Conference Room)
 6:30 pm Geezerball (Gym)
 7:30 pm Centering Prayer (Staff Conference Room)

Tuesday, March 26
 8 am Men’s Bible Study (Hybrid/Large Conference Room)
 6 pm Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

Wednesday, March 27
 10 am Women’s Bible Study (Hybrid/Large Conference Room)

Thursday, March 28 - Maundy Thursday
 7 pm Maundy Thursday Worship Service (Sanctuary)
 8 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

Friday, March 29 - Good Friday
 1 pm Prayer Gathering (South Chapel Prayer Corner)
 7 pm Good Friday Tenebrae Service (Sanctuary)

Saturday, March 30
 8 am Geezerball (Gym)
 10:30 am Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

Sunday, March 31 - Easter Sunday
 9:15 am All-church Breakfast (Parlors)
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)
 7 pm AA Meeting (Parlors)

        The Church Calendar This Week     
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License #2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publications obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved. 
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       Missionaries We Support      
Letha Kerl, 

Regional Co-coordinator for Europe

Peter and Anna Kim, Taiwan

Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo

Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, 
Latin America 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

       Welcome Statement         

North Park Covenant
Church Staff                    
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor      Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org    lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
ext. 525           ext. 515

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use 
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Jeanette Mottl, Director of Youth Ministry
jmottl@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/
Interim Chancel Choir Director
bward@npcovenant.org

Sunwoo Lee, Interim Organist

Linnea Olfelt, Interim Chancel Handbell Choir Director

Joline Paska, Treasurer
treasurer@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

 North Park Church
            Cooperative Preschool

Becky Edwards 
Administrative Director

Lyndsey Wellner
Head Teacher/Educational Director 

Jennifer Glazier
Assistant Teacher

(773) 463-0055, ext. 520 
preschool@npcovenant.org

www.npcovenant.org/npccp

        The Friendship Center
2711 West Lawrence Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625

Justin Block
Executive Director

justin@friendshipcenterchicago.org

(773) 907-6338
info@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org


