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OCTOBER 29, 2023

+ REFORMATION SUNDAY +
PRELUDE Fughetta on Praise Be to Almighty God
J.S. Bach
Brian Ward, Organ
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter
INTROIT Psalm 100

Brian Ward
Children’s Vocal Ensemble, Brian Ward, Director
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth!
Worship the Lord with gladness.
Come before Him with joyful songs.
Know that the Lord is good; it is He who made us.

We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter His gates with thanksgiving.
Enter His courts with praise.

Give thanks to Him and praise His name;
for His love endures forever.

His faithfulness continues for all generations.
His love endures.

* CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 46
God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
God will help it when the morning dawns.
The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
God speaks, and the earth melts.
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.



Come, behold the works of the Lord!

God makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
God breaks the bow, shatters the spear,

and burns the shields with fire.

Be still, and know that the Lord is God!

God is exalted among the nations;

God is exalted in the earth.

The Lord of hosts is with us;

The God of Jacob is our refuge.

* PROCESSIONAL HYMN 464 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 887 (Using sins)

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

And also with you.

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES Andrew Clauson, Reader
Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34
New Testament Reading Romans 3:19-28
* Gospel Reading John 8:31-36

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty (61)
arr. Wesley Hanson
Chancel Choir, Dominic German, Director

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN

MESSAGE Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

PASTORAL PRAYER

* CONGREGATIONAL SONG In Christ Alone

Keith Getty, Stuart Townend

2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

Led by Anders Johnson, Robert Johnson, Sunwoo Lee,
Brian Ward, and Ryan Wendt



THE GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

The Trustees will come around at this time to receive physical offerings.
Giving online at any time is also an option here.

Invitation to Generosity

Offertory

* Doxology 48
* Prayer of Dedication

* CLOSING HYMN 1

* RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
For all that God can do within us,

for all that God can do without us,
thanks be to God!

For all in whom Christ lived before us,
for all in whom Christ lives beside us,

thanks be to God!

For all the Spirit wants to bring us,
for where the Spirit wants to send us,

thanks be to God!

The blessing of God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
be with you and on your way together,
now and forever.

Amen.
POSTLUDE

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

The Church’s One Foundation
arr. Chris Rice

Rise, Shine, You People!

Recessional on Ein Feste Burg
arr. Michael Ryan


https://www.npcovenant.org/give
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THE LORD'S PRAYER

Owir Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debrs as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Traditional



Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License #2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.

Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publications obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.

All rights reserved.

In Christ Alone

Stuart Townend and Keith Getty
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ADORATINN AND FRALISE

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 48
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ADORATION AND FRAISE

Rise, Shine, You People!
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We're glad you’re here.

For your prayers this week:
- Sally Johnson, home again after being hospital- Praying for Our
ized with COVID Neighborhood in 2023
- Lee Horten, recuperating after breaking his leg
- Kari Lindholm-Johnson, undergoing chemo- Join us this week,
therapy for ovarian cancer as we pray for those
- for the conflict in the Middle East in our community
- Jim Hosek, still without answers as to the source whose last names
of the pain he is experiencing begin with...
- Janice Finney’s brother-in-law, Tim Rohr, diag-

nosed with cancer

The flowers at the front of the sanctuary today are from Sandy Edstrom in loving memory of her
husband, Art, whose birthday was October 29.

Today after worship, we will hold a town hall to review and discuss the events of the denominational
annual meeting, held in Garden Grove, California, last June. A light lunch will be provided.

Christmas greens sales have begun! Again this year, we are selling Christmas greenery for your homes
as a way of supporting our youth ministries. Physical order forms are available in the narthex and the
parlors, or you may use this online form. This year, all proceeds are going to the UNITE 2024 fund!
The deadline to order is Sunday, November 5, and pick-up will take place on Sunday, November 19,
from 12 to 2 pm. If you have any questions, please email Jeanette at jmottl@npcovenant.org.

Next Sunday, November 5, is All Saints’ Sunday! If you would like to display a photo of a loved one
at the front of the church, please feel free to bring it to the church office during the week or come a
little early on the 5th and place it up front with the others.

Join us for a two-part series on November 8 and 15: Videotaped interviews done with some of our very
own (former) members who served in World War II. Each night we will enjoy Gather dinner together,
beginning at 6 pm. The video will start at 6:15 and run for about 45 minutes. Following, there will be
time for dessert and conversation. Sign up for one night or both! Please RSVP by November 6.

NPCC presents a Taqueria Las Flores Kitchen Pop-up! Jazmin Flores, owner of Taqueria Las Flores,
for which we prayed after they experienced a devastating fire, is going to be cooking in our kitchen,
making foods for a menu she calls “Convivir’; a Spanish idiom meaning “to experience life together”.
Pre-orders from this menu will be taken until November 8 (or up to 50 orders, whichever comes first!),
and then you will be able to come to church to pick up your food between 5:30 and 6:45 pm on
November 10. Quantities are limited! Pre-orders only!



https://e.onrealm.org/events/156d27ae-65d9-4552-939d-b099013a23a0/meetings/333edeba-dc0c-4ce3-9c19-b099013a23a7?from=news
https://www.covchurch.org/unite
mailto:jmottl@npcovenant.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdDq4mWrott5HK71y88TZ02HKnyIXu3shYH16Sy8D1FqGjGdQ/viewform
https://cashdrop.com/las-flores/north-park-covenant-church---convivir-menu

Lay Leaders’ Commissioning: We have had a full fall season at NPCC and, with all that has been
happening, we haven't had time to pray for and commission the lay leaders among us who give so gen-
erously and mindfully to the work of the church. But it’s never too late! So, if you are a lay leader in the
church, we hope you will make every effort to be present in Sunday morning worship on November
12 for a prayer of commissioning, blessing, and gratitude as we continue together in Kingdom work.

Sunday, November 26, is Covenant World Relief and Development Sunday. We invite you to begin
collecting coins in your CWR soup cans (or another receptacle of your choice), and bring it to church
anytime between November 22 and 26. Labels and lids are available in the narthex today. Donations
can also be made here, selecting “World Relief” from the drop-down menu.

Would you like offering envelopes for 20242 If you are not currently on our list to receive a box of
envelopes but would like to be, please let Ann-Marie in the church office know. And if you are current-
ly on our list but would rather not be because you give online, please let Ann-Marie know that, too!

The Peterson School Tutoring Program hopes to start up again by the first week in November, but
we need tutors! If you're able to be at church on Mondays from 4 to 5:30 pm and/or from 6:30 to 8
pm, please contact Christine Olfelt at olfelt@sbeglobal.net or 312-914-7712.

Blankets Needed: Many of you are aware that the former Marine base at 3034 W. Foster now houses
roughly 550 migrant families, primarily from Venezuela. Many thanks to all who have been generous
in thinking of ways to be helpful and in giving of time and needed items to these families. One thing
we're hearing is that the building is very cold, so we are partnering with the Hollywood-North Park
Community Association to collect blankets for the families living there. Please bring new (preferably)
and used (if in good shape and recently washed) twin and/or throw-size blankets to the church until
November 15 so they can be delivered to the building directly. Thank you!

The North River Commission is appreciative of the donations received for migrants coming to our
area. Please bring donations in boxes or bags, as that makes transporting them much easier. Thank you!

Those who would like to support our Biking for Congo participants may do so using these links:
- Wally Ebner or by searching for Wallace Ebner
- Joline Paska or by searching for Joline Paska

- Sue Vandervoort or by searching for Susan Vandervoort

Covenant Living of Northbrook invites you to a Festival of Hymns: Walking with God through the
Day on Sunday, November 5, at 4 pm. This will be an inspirational time of singing great hymns of
faith, led by Royce Eckhardt. Covenant Living is located at 2625 Techny Road, Northbrook.


https://www.npcovenant.org/give
https://www.npcovenant.org/give
mailto:olfelt@sbcglobal.net
https://www.classy.org/fundraiser/4987935
https://www.classy.org/fundraiser/4996915
https://www.classy.org/fundraiser/4851205

Why Do We Celebrate the Reformation?

On October 31, 1517, a 34-year-old German monk named Martin Luther nailed a
document containing 95 theses, or propositions, to the door of the Wittenberg
Cathedral.

In those theses, Luther attacked the prevailing understanding of his
age that the Christian Church had the power, through the sacraments,
to ensure a person’s salvation. Luther also strongly
challenged a related concept—that we are saved, or
made right with God, by virtue of the things we do.
Rather, Luther said, being in right relationship with God,
or our salvation, comes about as a gift of God. It is grace.
We do not earn this grace by our works or the things we
do. Rather, being made right is God's free gift, or grace,
given to whomever God chooses. Those who know and
experience that sense of grace will then seek to live as
they believe God intends them to. Trying to live a faithful life is the result of
experiencing God’s grace, and feeling oneself in right relationship with God,
is Not a necessary precondition to experiencing God's love and grace. Luther's
understanding quickly gained wide support and initiated what we now know as
the Protestant Reformation. Other church leaders in Switzerland (Ulrich Zwingli,
John Calvin), Scotland (John Knox), and England (Thomas Cranmer) picked up
Luther’s ideas, modified some of them, and started other movements to reform
the church. We are the inheritors of this tradition.

Luther's conviction about being saved by God's grace came from a sudden
insight as he wrestled with a passage from Paul's Letter to the Romans. For
Lutherand other Reformation leaders, scripture was the primary means through
which we hear God’'s Word. They did not believe the Bible is the literal Word of
God, but they did believe that as we read scripture and wrestle with it, collectively
in worship as well as in individual and group study, we can hear God’'s Word to
us and for us.




Learn more & give at CovChurch.org/cwrd

CWRDUP

Creating Pathway to Health Care in Nepal

FALL F02F

Working with families of the Gorkha District
in rurai Nepal, Shanti Mepal helps organizs
ardd provide quality health care services,
education, and supplies for the most
disadvaninged in the community. Mors than
3,700 veoiman, children, ard families have
recaived basic health care support

in mddition, Shanti Nepal seeks 1o
reach pacple with daabilitied and others
marginalized by the caste syEtem.

O [asue facing the medical center
wak that patients needed to navigate a
miudidy hill to receive necessany medical
attention. Mr. Jas Bahadur Axle Magar, o
retired veteran from india, had developed
shills in engineering In the armmy. Hae
committed to canstructing a stone walkway,
making the Satdebats Health Center gxfe
and aceeisible. Health centers like this
are the only pleces whare basss neads
such as prenatal care and medication can
b addressed. Completing the pathway

enhances the powerful impact this center has
on this community

Shantl Mepal also smpowens community
tranaformaition through advacacy. The
renrganized community-based advisony
beards have worked closely with fardies
anl city Poverndmsint 1o prosvite medicine and
education, specificlly working to educate snd
provide sxhe drinking water and basic hygiens
for the community. Serveys of stakeholders
conducted by the advisory board have
Indicated only 8% of the respondents have
& clean and sanitary tollet In thelr homes.
Safe drinking water is also 5 major conoerm
us only 24% of homes have sccess o the ity
wiktor supply, with less than 1% indicating
thiry hatvl B condlatent locatian for hand
washing. Through Shantl Mepals advocacy,
mianicipal officials, and the sdviscry boards,
tamily ard growp education has thown a
sustained charge for the Gorkha District and
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The Church Calendar This Week

The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.

Monday, October 30
9:15 am Women’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
10:15am  NPCCP 3s Halloween Party (Gym)
10:30 am Staff Meeting (Staff Conference Room)
6:30 pm Geezerball (Gym)
7:30 pm Centering Prayer (Staff Conference Room)

Tuesday, October 31
8 am Men’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
10:15am  NPCCP Young 3s Halloween Party (Gym)
2:15 pm NPCCP 4s Halloween Party (Gym)
4:30 pm Uniting Voices Chicago Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

5 pm Night of the Walking Taco (Corner of Christiana & Berwyn)

6 pm Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

7 pm Executive Council Meeting (Large Conference Room)
Wednesday, November 1

10 am Women’s Bible Study (Hybrid)

6 pm Gather Dinner (Parlors)

6:30 pm Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Side Balcony, Sanctuary)
6:30 pm Contemporary Music Rehearsal (Choir Room)

7 pm Middle-school Youth Group (Youth Room near the Gym)
7:15 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

7:30 pm Adult Bible Study (Large Conference Room)

Thursday, November 2
4:30 pm Uniting Voices Chicago Rehearsal (Sanctuary/Gym)
8:15 pm Swanson Basketball (Gym)

Friday, November 3

1 pm Prayer Gathering (North Room)
Saturday, November 4
8 am Geezerball (Gym)
10:30 am Cudahy Basketball (Gym)
12 pm Interscriptural Readings Group (Large Conference Room)
5 pm Reed Group Piano Lesson (Sanctuary)
Sunday, November 5
9 am Confirmation (Large Conference Room)
9:15 am Sunday School for Preschool - 6th Grade (Junior Chapel)
9:15 am Adult Formation (Parlors)

10:30 am  Worship (Sanctuary)

11:45 am Special Coffee Hour (Parlors)

7 pm High-school Youth Group (The Attic Youth Room)
7 pm AA Meeting (Parlors)



North Park Covenant North Park Church

Church Staff Cooperative Preschool
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor Becky Edwards
jhunter@npcovenant.org Ipiotrowski@npcovenant.org Administrative Director
ext. 525 ext. 515

Lyndsey Wellner

1o reach both Jeff and Libby, please use Head Teacher/Educational Director

copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Jennifer Glazier
Assistant Teacher

(773) 463-0055, ext. 520
preschool@npcovenant.org
www.npcovenant.org/npccp

Jeanette Mottl, Director of Youth Ministry
jmottl@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Director, Chancel Choir and

Chancel Handbell Choir The Friendship Center
dgerman@npcovenant.org 2711 West Lawrence Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60625

Joline Paska, Treasurer

treasurer@npcovenant.org, ext. 505 ]‘ustln‘ Block
Executive Director
Christian Schuetz, Custodian justin@friendshipcenterchicago.org

cschuetz@npcovenant.org

(773) 907-6338
Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator info@friendshipcenterchicago.org

afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500 www.friendshipcenterchicago.org

Missionaries We Support

John and Letha Kerl, Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Field Representatives for Europe

Eugenio and Pia Restrepo,
Peter and Anna Kim, Taiwan Latin America

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska

Welcome Statement

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and stud.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—uwbhether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

5250 NORTH CHRISTIANA AVENUE * CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60625
NPCC@NPCOVENANT.ORG * (773) 463-0055 * WWW.NPCOVENANT.ORG



