


FEBRUARY 26, 2023
+ THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT +

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

* CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP PRELUDE    Who You Say I Am
                                                                     Ben Fielding, Reuben Morgan

2017 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

Desert Song
Brooke Ligertwood

2008 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
                                                                      

Led by the Youth Ensemble:
       Violet Bramley

Linnea Healy
Greta Trinter

Emma Hunter, Bass Guitar
JDrew McGovern, Cajon

Jeanette Mottl, Guitar
Brian Ward, Piano

* CALL TO WORSHIP       Drew Bramley
 Happy are those whose sins are forgiven.
 Happy are those to whom God attributes no wrong, those in whose heart there is no deceit.
 Surrounded by your grace-filled presence and filled with your undeserved forgiveness, 
 we sing your praise; we shout for joy! 
 Rejoice and shout for joy, all those who are upright in heart!

* OPENING SONG       Reckless Love
                                                                     Caleb Culver, Cory Asbury, Ran Jackson

2017 Cory Asbury Publishing (Admin. by Bethel Music Publishing)
Richmond Park Publishing (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC)

Watershed Worship Publishing (Admin. by Watershed Music Group (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing))
Bethel Music Publishing

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION      JDrew McGovern
God did not say, “You shall not be tempted; you shall not be troubled; you shall not be  
distressed.” God did say, “You shall not be overcome.” Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, was led 
into the wilderness, where he was tempted. Sheltering God, Guiding God, as you were present 
with Jesus in his wilderness experience, so you are present with us. You have urged us to trust 
you: “Love me and call upon me, and I will answer you, I will be with you in trouble, and will 
honor you.”



We have felt discouraged, and at times even abandoned and betrayed by you, O God, when all 
manner of things have not gone well with us.        

 Lord, have mercy.

Instead of following where you lead, O God,
at times we follow a tempter who shows us a vision of the world
that is a mere counterfeit of what you desire for us.
At times, O God, we are deceived and enticed
by imitations of love, abundance, and joy.       

Christ, have mercy.

O God, when you have not answered in the ways or in the time we desire,
we have been tempted to lean on our own understanding
and not acknowledge you in all ways.
We so often have sought to control our lives and order our own steps,
often ignoring your wisdom and pushing your guidance aside.            

Lord, have mercy.
Help us to trust you to journey with us and to guide us.
Help us to rest in your promise to never leave us or forsake us. Amen.

* WORDS OF ASSURANCE       Teg Piotrowski

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
 The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
 And also with you.

PRAYER FOR THE JOURNEY        Gaius Berg

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN    Harry Piotrowski 

SPECIAL MUSIC          Gratitude
Benjamin Hastings, Brandon Lake, Dante Bowe

2019 Bethel Worship Publishing (Admin. by Bethel Music Publishing)
Brandon Lake Music (Admin. by Bethel Music Publishing)

Maverick City Publishing (Admin. by Bethel Music Publishing)
Maverick City Publishing Worldwide (Admin. by Bethel Music Publishing)

SHOUT! Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Bethel Music Publishing

Maja Applequist, Violin
Jeanette Mottl, Guitar and Vocals

Brian Ward, Piano and Vocals



READING OF THE SCRIPTURES   
 New Testament Reading     Romans 5:12-19 - Maja Applequist
 * Gospel Reading       Matthew 4:1-11 - Levi Mack 
  The Word of the Lord.
  Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE      Jeanette Mottl

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    Isaly Soto

* HYMN 215      Christ Jesus Knew a Wilderness

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
 Invitation to Generosity    
 Offertory          Amazing Grace

arr. Brian Ward
Linnea Applequist, Cello

 * Doxology 48 
 * Prayer of Dedication       Huck Johnson

* CLOSING HYMN 408     Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

* BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE        Academic Festival Overture
Johannes Brahms

Erik Ward, French Horn

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.



Who You Say I Am
Reuben Morgan and Ben Fielding
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Desert Song
Brook Fraser
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Reckless Love
Cory Asbury
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online! 
We’re glad you’re here. 

For your prayers this week: 
- Millie Lungren’s sister, Margaret, recently 
 diagnosed with pancratic cancer and talking with 
 doctors about next steps for care
- family and friends of Karen Snow, who passed  
 away February 20
- Barbara Nordlund’s parents, Sue and Dwight 
 Samuelson, both of whom are hospitalized, Sue 
 with aFib and Dwight to undergo tests related to  
 a new diagnosis of esophageal cancer
- Elizabeth Petersen’s stepson, Robert Petersen, 
 now on hospice
- Judy Edstrom and family, mourning the pass- 
 ing of her father, David Wood, on February 14
- those affected by the shooting at MSU 
- Bill and Ruthanne Werner, rejoicing that Bill’s 
 leukemia is now in complete remission 
- Sarah Hillabrant and family, mourning the 
 unexpected passing of her aunt Harriet Mathews
- Greg Mesimore, retired pastor at Edgebrook 
 Covenant, who has a recurring benign brain 
 tumor and is working with doctors to determine 
 the next best steps for care
- Nicole, a new friend to the church, walking 
 through a difficult season of life and asking for 
 our prayers
- Mel Soderstrom, at Brandel Care Center for  
 rehab after a fall and unrelated loss of consciousness
- Marti Hindaileh’s cousin’s husband, Keith Van-
 derpool, released from the hospital following
  a successful stem cell transplant
- Roger Nelson, on hospice care
- Gunnel Brunsell, diagnosed with lymphoma and not seeking treatment 
- those in Turkey and Syria, suffering the aftermath of an earthquake, with a current death toll 
 of more than 40,000

Praying for Our 
Neighborhood in 2023

Nothing is more personal than a name! 
That’s why this year, for our neigh-
borhood prayer effort, we’re going to 
pray for each person alphabetically. 
Heretofore, we’ve prayed for individ-
ual blocks, for businesses, and for 
particular struggles in people’s lives. 
This year, we’ll pray each week for all 
those whose first names begin with a 
certain letter of the alphabet. Upon 
completion of all 26 letters, we’ll begin 
again and pray through the second 26 
weeks, praying for all those whose last 
names begin with A, B, C.... By the end 
of the year, every person in our neigh-
borhood will have been prayed for 
twice. We’ll begin by doubling up the 
letters for a few weeks until we catch 
up. Thanks for praying for our neigh-
borhood! This week, we pray for those 
in our community whose first names 
start with...

Cc/DdCc/Dd



Adult Formation to continue exploring Faith and Fear: How Do They Relate? The lectionary texts 
for today and March 5 talk about people’s fears and their experiences of faith. How do we connect 
experiences of fear, like Adam and Eve’s in Genesis 3, with experiences of faith like Abraham’s? What 
do the Psalms, and some other texts, have to say about God’s love as our source of security? Join Mike 
Walker, a theologian of disability from Canada and friend of North Park, to ask (and maybe even an-
swer) some of these questions. This time around, the Adult Formation classes will be hybrid, as Mike 
joins us from Whitby, Ontario, Canada. A Zoom link was shared this past week via the General Church  
Information email.

The North Park Readers will meet in the home of Lori Johnson, 5254 N. Spaulding, on Tuesday, 
February 28, at 7 pm. Their book selection is The Only Woman in the Room by Marie Benedict. This 
novel tells the story of Hedy Lamarr, the actor who was also a self-taught scientist and whose ground-
breaking invention revolutionized modern communication. You are welcome to join in the discussion!

North Park Church Cooperative Preschool will hold an open house on Saturday, March 11, from 
10 am to 12 pm. This is an opportunity to meet their teachers, tour the classroom, and learn more 
about the Preschool. Light refreshments will be offered, and children are welcome. Registration for 
church and returning families will begin February 27 and continue through March 10. Open registra-
tion will begin March 13. The application will be posted on www.npcovenant.org/preschool this week. 
Come and learn what we’re all about!

Get ready! The Coffeehouse is coming! If you have a secret talent you’d like to share, a story to read, a 
joke to tell, or a song to sing or play—or if you just like to be entertained—the North Park Covenant 
Church Coffeehouse is for you! Come to the parlors on Saturday, March 11, at 6:30 pm for a night 
filled with fun and laughter. You might be surprised by what some of your fellow church goers can do! 
If you’d like to perform, please reach out to Joel Piotrowski at misterpio@sbcglobal.net by March 5.

We will hold a New Members Class on Saturday, March 25, starting at 9 am. The location will be 
decided once we know how many will attend. If you’d like to learn more about NPCC, whether you 
think you might want to join or not, we invite you to take part. Contact Pastor Libby to learn more. 

New dates for Nome! Maybe you want to participate in the mission trip to Nome but July 13-24, 
2023, just won’t work. James Ventress recently asked if we could change our dates to early August due 
to a family wedding and the visit of another team in July. The new dates are August 1-9, 2023. Please 
prayerfully consider the new dates and contact Sue Vandervoort (suev307@sbcglobal.net) or another 
member of the missions committee if you plan to go or have questions.

New hours for the Church Library! Please note that the library is currently open for use Tuesdays  
9 am to 4 pm, Fridays 9 am to 1 pm, and Sundays 9 to 10:30 am and 12 to 12:30 pm. These hours are 
also posted on the church website. Next time you visit the library, look for the list of suggested reading 
for Black History Month, located on top of the cabinet. Books about African-American history and 
books by Black authors are on display throughout the library.

mailto:misterpio@sbcglobal.net
mailto:suev307@sbcglobal.net
https://www.npcovenant.org/library


Monday, February 27
 9 am Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
 10:30 am Staff Meeting (Staff Conference Room)
 6:30 pm Geezerball (Gym)
 7:30 pm Centering Prayer (Large Conference Room)

Tuesday, February 28
 8 am Men’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
 4:30 pm Uniting Voices Chicago Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
 6 pm Cudahy Basketball (Gym)
 7 pm Young Adult Gathering (Staff Conference Room)
 8 pm George Soccer Practice (Gym)

Wednesday, March 1
 10 am Women’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
 5 pm George Soccer Practice (Gym)
 6 pm gather Dinner (Parlors)
 7 pm Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Side Balcony, Sanctuary)
 7 pm Middle-school Youth Group (Middle-school Youth Room)
 7 pm Adult Community Gathering (Staff Conference Room)

Thursday, March 2
 4:30 pm Uniting Voices Chicago Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
 5 pm George Soccer Practice (Gym)
 8:15 pm Swanson Basketball (Gym)

Friday, March 3
 1 pm Prayer Gathering (North Room)

Saturday, March 4
 8 am Geezerball (Gym)
 10:30 am Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

Sunday, March 5 - The Second Sunday in Lent
 9 am Confirmation (Large Conference Room)
 9:15 am Sunday School for Preschool - 6th Grade (Junior Chapel)
 9:15 am Adult Formation (Parlors)
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)
 12 pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Junior Chapel)
 6 pm Lenten Worship Service (South Chapel)
 7 pm High-school Youth Group (The Attic Youth Room)
 7 pm AA Meeting (Parlors)

        The Church Calendar This Week     
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.
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       Missionaries We Support      
John and Letha Kerl, 

Field Representatives for Europe

Peter and Anna Kim, Taiwan

Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo

Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, 
Latin America 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

       Welcome Statement         

North Park Covenant
Church Staff                    
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor      Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org    lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
ext. 525           ext. 515

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use 
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Jeanette Mottl, Director of Youth Ministry
jmottl@npcovenant.org

JDrew McGovern, Director of Young Adult Ministry/
High-School Youth Intern
jmcgovern@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Director, Chancel Choir and 
Chancel Handbell Choir
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Joline Paska, Treasurer
treasurer@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

 North Park Church
            Cooperative Preschool

Becky Edwards, 
Administrative Director

Lyndsey Wellner, 
Head Teacher/Educational Director 

Jennifer Glazier, 
Assistant Teacher

(773) 463-0055, ext. 520 
preschool@npcovenant.org

www.npcovenant.org/npccp

        The Friendship Center
2711 West Lawrence Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625

Justin Block, 
Executive Director

justin@friendshipcenterchicago.org

Abbie Malkin, 
Development Manager

abbie@friendshipcenterchicago.org

(773) 907-6338
info@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org


