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JANUARY 8, 2023
+ EPIPHANY SUNDAY +

PRELUDE      We Three Kings of Orient Are
John H. Hopkins

Brian Ward, Piano

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

CHORAL INTROIT     As with Gladness Men of Old (192, verse 1)
       Chancel Choir, Dominic German, Director

* CALL TO WORSHIP    written by Thomas Shuman
 We gather wondering, “Where will we find the Babe born in Bethlehem?”
 We will find the Babe in the laughter of children, in the wisdom of grandparents.
 We gather asking, “Where will we find the Child of Christmas?”
 We will find the Child where the needy are gifted with hope, 
 where the oppressed are set free.
 We gather wanting to know, “Where will we find the Christ who has come for us?”
 We will find our hope where fear is overwhelmed by grace, 
 where hatred is overwhelmed by love, where all people are overwhelmed by joy. 

* OPENING HYMN 194      Arise, Your Light Is Come!

* PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 887 (Using sins)

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
 May the peace and the light of the Savior Jesus be with you.
 And also with you.

CHORAL ANTHEM     Shine Over Sea and Shore
       Alice Tegnér, tr. Karl Olsson

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN   Jeff Hunter

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES   
 Old Testament Reading   Isaiah 60:1-6
 New Testament Reading   Ephesians 3:1-12
 * Gospel Reading    Matthew 2:1-12
  The Word of the Lord.
  Thanks be to God.



MESSAGE      Libby Piotrowski

CONGREGATIONAL SONG   Fairest Lord Jesus
        arr. Brian Ward
      Led by Dominic German, Anders Johnson, and Brian Ward

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERING
 Invitation to Generosity

The Trustees will come around at this time to receive physical offerings.
Giving online at any time is also an option here.

 Offertory     Lord Most High
Don Harris and Gary Sadler

1996 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music)

Jeff Hunter, Cajon
Kristen Hunter, Alto

Brian Ward, Piano and Tenor
 * Doxology 48 
 * Prayer of Dedication

* CLOSING HYMN 193    I Think of That Star of Long Ago

* BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE      March in D
 Felix Mendelssohn

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church! 
We’re glad you’re here. 

For your prayers this week: 
- Ted and Dawn Helwig, as Ted recovers following unexpected quadruple bypass surgery on January 3
- Elsa Wiberg, currently hospitalized at Highland Park Hospital
- Karen Snow, who has been in and out of the hospital with a variety of medical issues recently
- Rosemary Slaughter’s friend Deirdre Austin, whose soap shop flooded and experienced theft
- David Wood, Judy Edstrom’s father, on hospice care
- Sue Anderson’s nephew’s wife, Leah, home again after hospitalization following a serious car accident
- Gunnel Brunsell, diagnosed with lymphoma and not seeking treatment
- Jim Hosek and Laurie Thorpe, rejoicing that Jim’s cancer has been determined to be in remission
- Tom and Janice Kelly, as they continue on Tom’s recuperation journey following a stroke

The mission trip to Nome is only six months away! There will be a meeting following church on 
January 15 for those who intend to participate. We will meet in the large conference room (below the 
pastors’ office). Bring your cup of coffee and a cookie to get updated details and make fundraising 
plans for this trip. We will need firm commitments by January 31 from those planning to go. If you 
have questions, please contact Sue Vandervoort at suev307@sbcglobal.net or 773-769-1963.

We invite you to an Adult Community Group Pizza Event on Friday, January 13, at 6 pm. Come 
to the large conference room (lower level) for pizza and fellowship! Childcare will be available.

Come to the Town Hall meeting on Wednesday, January 18, at 6:30 pm to talk about the 2023 bud-
get and the capital campaign proposals from our NPCC leadership. These are separate but intertwined 
proposals. The proposed 2023 budget is focused on supporting the mission of NPCC in this upcom-
ing year, and the proposed capital campaign is focused on the longer term. The capital campaign would 
raise funds to repair our sacred space, to build the church body, and to build our larger community. 
The Town Hall is for open, informal discussion.  Join us for the gather supper at 6 pm if you can, and 
stay for the Town Hall meeting conversation at 6:30 pm. Both will take place in the church parlors.

NPCC Annual Meeting January 22 immediately following worship: In keeping with our NPCC 
constitution, we will hold the first half of our church’s Congregational Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
January 22, following worship. Like all our congregational meetings, this is important because NPCC 
membership is the governing authority of the church. We will make critical decisions about the King-
dom work of NPCC, such as the content of our 2023 budget and whether to adopt a proposed capital 
campaign to raise funds to repair our sacred space, to build the church body, and to build our larger 
community. A light lunch will be provided for all who attend. Come join with us in this good work!

mailto:suev307@sbcglobal.net


We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

Would you like to participate in identifying upcoming NPCC church leaders? We need two at-
large members for the spring 2023 Nominating Committee (meets roughly from February through 
mid-April). If interested, please contact Donn Engebretson, Joel Olfelt, or Co-pastors Jeff or Libby.  

The North Park Readers have chosen The Diamond Eye by Kate Quinn as their January selection. In 
this novel based on a historical character, a young Russian mother and history student takes up her rifle 
against invading Nazis. On a goodwill tour to the U.S., she meets Eleanor Roosevelt, and an unusual 
and lasting friendship is born. You are welcome to join the discussion on Tuesday, January 24, at 7 pm 
in the home of Lynn Pearson, 5328 N. Spaulding.

You are invited! Come share in the celebration of the 125 years that North Park Covenant Church 
has been ministering in and to the North Park community. There will be a celebratory banquet on the 
evening of Saturday, February 4, 2023. If you are able to attend, please RSVP by filling out the form 
sent via the General Church Information email or by contacting Ann-Marie Frisk in the church office. 
On Sunday, February 5, 2023, there will be a service in which we will celebrate the past, recognize the 
present, and look forward to the future of our ministry opportunities in the community. We hope you 
will join us! 

The text for today’s choral anthem is as follows:

Shine Over Sea and Shore
Alice Tegnér, tr. Karl Olsson

Shine over sea and shore, star of the ages,
you who in orient lore guided the sages.

That star of time now gone tends not away, but home.
Children and shepherds follow you gladly,
radiant, shining star—follow you gladly.

Night over Israel, night over Zion,
far on the western rim fades now Orion.

Shepherds who, weary, rest, children who slumber, blest,
wake at a marvelous chorus of voices,

gaze at the shining star. The world rejoices!

Dear Church, 
  Thank you, thank you, so 
very much for the most 
generous Christmas gift this 
year! We are grateful. It is a 
privilege and honor to worship 
and lead alongside each of 
you as we serve our God and 
work to bring the Kingdom 
here on earth. Thank you for 
your generosity! 

Love, the Church Staff



Monday, January 9
 9 am Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
 10:30 am Staff Meeting (Staff Conference Room)
 6:30 pm Geezerball (Gym)
 7:30 pm Centering Prayer (Large Conference Room)

Tuesday, January 10
 8 am Men’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
 4:30 pm Uniting Voices Chicago Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
 5 pm Board of Community Concern Meeting (via Zoom)
 6 pm Cudahy Basketball (Gym)
 8 pm George Soccer Practice (Gym)

Wednesday, January 11
 10 am Women’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
 5 pm George Soccer Practice (Gym)
 6 pm gather Dinner (Parlors)
 7 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
 7 pm Middle-school Youth Group (Middle-school Youth Room)

Thursday, January 12
 4:30 pm Uniting Voices Chicago Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
 5 pm George Soccer Practice (Gym)
 8:15 pm Swanson Basketball (Gym)

Friday, January 13
 1 pm Prayer Gathering (North Room)
 6 pm Sunday School Sleepover (Gym, Youth Room, Parlors)
 6 pm Adult Community Gathering (Location TBD)

Saturday, January 14
 8 am Geezerball (Gym)
 10:30 am Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

Sunday, January 15
 9 am Confirmation (Large Conference Room)
 9:15 am Sunday School for Preschool - 6th Grade (Junior Chapel)
 9:15 am Adult Formation (Parlors)
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)
 7 pm High-school Youth Group (The Attic Youth Room)
 7 pm AA Meeting (Parlors)

        The Church Calendar This Week     
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.



North Park Covenant
Church Staff           
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor      Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org         lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
ext. 525           ext. 515

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use 
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Jeanette Mottl, Interim Director of Youth Ministry
jmottl@npcovenant.org

JDrew McGovern, Young Adult Ministry Director/
High School Youth Intern
jmcgovern@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Director, Chancel Choir and 
Chancel Handbell Choir
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Joline Paska, Interim Bookkeeper
treasurer@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

 North Park Church
            Cooperative Preschool

Becky Edwards, 
Administrative Director

Lyndsey Wellner, 
Head Teacher/Educational Director 

Jennifer Glazier, 
Assistant Teacher

(773) 463-0055, ext. 520 
preschool@npcovenant.org

www.npcovenant.org/npccp

        The Friendship Center
2711 West Lawrence Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625

Justin Block, 
Executive Director

Greta Bailey,
Finance & Communications 

Coordinator

(773) 907-6338
npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org

5250  North  Christiana  Avenue • Chicago,  Illinois  60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org 

       Missionaries We Support      

John and Letha Kerl, 
Field Representatives for Europe

Peter and Anna Kim, Taiwan

Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo

Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, 
Latin America 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska


