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DECEMBER 18, 2022
+ THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT +
A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS

PRELUDE            O Little Town of Bethlehem
Lewis H. Redner

Brian Ward, Piano

WELCOME       Jeff Hunter and Libby Piotrowski

* PROCESSIONAL HYMN 175     Once in Royal David’s City

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE    High-school Students and Leaders
Isaiah 35; Matthew 11:2-11

Isaiah said that the Lord spoke to the king and said, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it 
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But when the king refused, God would not be stopped. 
“Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 
shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel.”

God wants us to know, even when we aren’t sure ourselves. God wants us to experience 
God’s presence, even when we think we can handle life on our own. God sends us signs of 
God’s presence with us; all we need to do is keep our eyes open and look.

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which 
means, ‘God is with us.’” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord  
commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had 
borne a son; and he named him Jesus. We light this candle of presence that speaks of love, as a 
sign that no matter our circumstance, we know we are not alone.

The fourth candle is lit. 

Dear Jesus, may the light of your love always shine in our hearts. As Christmas draws 
closer, we marvel at your great love for us. Let your love transform every aspect of our lives 
and touch everyone we encounter. Our hearts are open to you, Jesus. Amen.

We sing verse 4 of hymn 135, “Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus”.

Based on resources offered at www.umcdiscipleship.org/ and www.dynamiccatholic.com.

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/
https://www.dynamiccatholic.com


+ THE FIRST LESSON +
Genesis 3:8-15                                                                  Jeanette Mottl, Reader

God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.

CHORAL ANTHEM                             Carol of the Bells
          Peter J. Wilhousky

Chancel Choir, Dominic German, Director

Hark! how the bells, sweet silver bells, all seem to say, “Throw cares away.”
Christmas is here bringing good cheer to young and old, meek and the bold.

Ding, dong, ding, dong, that is their song, with joyful ring all caroling.
One seems to hear words of good cheer from ev’rywhere filling the air.

Oh how they pound, raising the sound o’er hill and dale, telling their tale.
Gaily they ring while people sing songs of good cheer: Christmas is here!

Merry, merry, merry, merry Christmas!
On, on they send, on without end their joyful tone to ev’ry home.

Ding, dong, ding, dong!

+ THE SECOND LESSON +
Genesis 22:15-18               Peter Frisk, Reader

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed.

CHORAL ANTHEM      God Yu Tekkem Laef Blong Mi
        Melanesian Chant adapted by Hans Zimmer

Uniting Voices Chicago, Alex Bravos, Director

 God, yu tek kem laef blong mi 
mi mi giv im nao long yu
Bak mi giv evride blong 
leftemap nem blong yu

God yu tekkem han blong mi 
blong giv han long nara man
Mo yu tekkem leg blong mi 
blong karem tok blong yu

Take my life and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to Thee;

take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of Thy love.

Take my feet and let them be 
swift and beautiful for Thee;

take my voice and let me sing, 
always, only for my King.



+ THE THIRD LESSON +
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7                                                                           Amari Berg, Reader

Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah.

SPECIAL MUSIC       The Greatest of These Is Love
                   Linda Lamb

Chancel Handbell Choir, Dominic German, Director

+ THE FOURTH LESSON +
Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9                                                                     Huck Johnson, Reader

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.

* CONGREGATIONAL SONG    Come Thou Long-expected Jesus 
       arr. B. Ward

Led by Jeff Hunter, Jeanette Mottl, and Brian Ward

+ THE FIFTH LESSON +
Luke 1:26-35, 38                                                                      Libby Piotrowski, Reader

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.

SPECIAL MUSIC       Mother of God 
               The Brilliance

Maja Applequist, Violin; Linnea Applequist, Cello
Jeanette Mottl, Alto; Brian Ward, Baritone

Mary, full of grace, the Lord your God is with thee.
Blessed are you to bless all the world.

Mary, peace is yours; the Spirit is upon you.
You will be with child; do not fear.

 Mother of God, your baby boy will grant us peace.
 

Word made flesh, born of virgin Mary;
hope is in the world, Emmanuel.

The Lamb of God born to die, he came.
He would show the world a better way.

Emmanuel, God with us.
 

Son of God, hear your people calling.
All cry out for peace—can you hear?

In our despair, we doubt in your return.
Messiah, will you come once again?

Emmanuel, God with us.



 + THE SIXTH LESSON +
Luke 2:1-7                                                                               JDrew McGovern, Reader

St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

CHORAL ANTHEM                    Ríu, Ríu
        Spanish Folk Tune, arr. Michael McGlynn

+ THE SEVENTH LESSON +
Luke 2:8-16                                                                                   Dawn Helwig, Reader

The shepherds go to the manger.

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
 Invitation to Generosity
 Offertory             O Savior Sweet, O Savior Kind
                  J.S. Bach, arr. George Blake

                        Brian Ward, Organ
 * Doxology 48
 * Prayer of Dedication

+ THE EIGHTH LESSON +
Matthew 2:1-11                                                                        Jeff Hunter, Reader

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

CHORAL ANTHEM      What Is This Lovely Fragrance?
               Healey Willan

What is this lovely fragrance wafting like to the scents of flow’rs in spring?
Shepherds, O tell us, whence such beauty hear you not heav’nly caroling?
What is this lovely fragrance wafting like to the scents of flow’rs in spring?

Ríu, ríu, chíu, la guarda ribera:
Dios guardó el lobo de nuestra cordera.

El lobo rabioso quiso morder,
mas Dios poderoso la supo defender;
quísola hazer que no pudiesse pecar,

ni aun original esta Virgen no tuviera.

Este aquí es nacido es el gran monarca,
Cristo patriarca de carne vestido;

Ya nos redimido con se hacer chiquito.
Aunque infinito, finito se hiciera.

The shepherd by the river:
God protect our sheep from the wolf.

The raging wolf tried to bite her,
but God almighty looked after her well.

He willed to make Her without sin,
even original sin, this virgin did not have.

 
This new-born child is a great king,

Christ the Father made flesh;
He saved us by making himself into a tiny child.

He was forever, and is now infinite.



What is this light so fair, so tender, breaking upon our wond’ring eyes?
Never the Morning Star so radiant followed his course o’er eastern skies.
What is this light so fair, so tender, breaking upon our wond’ring eyes?

Shepherds, O haste with eager footsteps, seek the Savior, born today.
Low at his feet we lay our treasure, heart’s adoration, love for aye.

Shepherds, O haste with eager footsteps, seek the Savior, born today.

+ THE NINTH LESSON +
* John 1:1-14                                                                           Louise Hedstrom, Reader

St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
 The Word of the Lord.
 Thanks be to God. 

* CLOSING HYMN 147      O Come, All Ye Faithful
All sing verse 1; Choir inserts and sings a different verse 2;

Congregation sings remaining verses.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM     Lina George Engebretson
Rev. Donn Engebretson, Grandfather

Kristen Engebretson and Jim Meyer, Sponsors
  Sung Response 87, verses 1, 3, and 5    Children of the Heavenly Father

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE        O Come, All Ye Faithful
                arr. Lani Smith

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.



2022
Christmas Greetings

By their gifts to Camping Scholarships,
these members and friends of 

NorthPark Covenant Church express their warm wishes
to one another — and to you — for the blessings 

of Christmas and joy in the new year!



Alyssa Anderson & Dave Holmes

Sue & Kevin Anderson

Nancy & William Bromley

LeRoy & Colleen Carlson

Karen Darelius

Susan, Dave, & Krista Dawson

Wally & Nancy Ebner

Sandy Edstrom

Barb & John Goode

Louise W. Hedstrom

Ted & Dawn Helwig

Barbara, Francis, & Ayden Hunt

Lori Johnson



Dave & Sandi Kersten

Doug Nystrom & Jane Swanson-Nystrom

Joel & Christine Olfelt

Chuck & Jan Olson

Don & Kay Olson

Pete & Lynn Pearson

The Piotrowski Family

The Schuetz Family 
(Christian, Paula, Audrey, Emily, and Christian Jr.)

Melvin Soderstrom

Bruce & Ann-Marie Strom

Sue Vandervoort

Bill & Ruthanne Werner







Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

5

8 





13

18  

23 

27 


  

Come,
Is -

Born
By




thou
rael's
thy

thine


long
strength
peo -
own


ex -

and
ple
e -


pec -
con -
to
ter -


ted
so -
de -
nal


Je -
la -
li -

spi -


sus,
tion,
ver,
rit,

 
born
hope
born
rule



to
of
a
in



set
all

child
all


thy
the
and
our


peo -

earth
yet
hearts


ple

thou
a
a -


free,
art:

king.
lone.


 

from
dear
Born
By




our
de -
to

thine


fears
sire

reign
all -


and
of
in

suf -


sins

e -
us
fi -


re -

very
for -

cient


lease

na -
e -

mer -


us.

tion,
ver,

it

 
Let
joy

now
raise



us
of
thy
us


find
e -

gra -
to


our
very
cious
thy


rest
long -
king -
glor -





in

ing
dom
ious

 
thee.

bring.

   

heart.

throne.

  
We


wait


for



you,


 

for




you




to


come

 
and


now


we



try



to



spread

 

Your



love

  
in


Your


king-

-




  
dom.

  


Come,




thou


long


ex -


pec -


ted


Je -


sus,

 
born



to



set


thy


peo -


 

ple


free,

 
from




our


fears


and


sins


re -


lease


us.

 
Let



us


find


our


rest





in

 
thee.

  
Let


us


find


our


rest


in


thee.



Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License #2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved. 







Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online! 
We’re glad you’re here. 

For your prayers this week: 
- Sue Anderson’s nephew’s wife, Leah, home again follow- 
 ing a car accident in which she sustained many injuries
- Kristen Hunter, as she settles into a new job with many 
 unique challenges
- Pia Restrepo and family, mourning the passing of her  
 sister Sonia in Colombia following a heart attack
- Gunnel Brunsell, diagnosed with lymphoma and not 
 seeking treatment
- David Wood, Judy Edstrom’s father, on hospice care
- Jim Hosek and Laurie Thorpe, as they continue on  
 Jim’s cancer journey
- Tom and Janice Kelly, as they continue on Tom’s recu-
peration journey following a stroke

Thank you to Kristen Hunter, who has designed our Advent season bulletin covers this year! 

We welcome Uniting Voices Chicago (formerly Chicago Children’s Choir) as our special guests this 
morning! At the dawn of the Civil Rights Movement, founder Christopher Moore brought a group of 
young Chicagoans together with a vision: unite young people through music, and they’ll discover their 
common humanity. Since then, they’ve grown into an internationally recognized organization that has 
prepared more than 50,000 young people to take on an increasingly complicated world and lead the way 
to harmony. They’ve evolved beyond one choir, and their legacy deserves a name that honors this mission.

Many, many thanks to all for a wonderful Little Town of Bethlehem event! We are so grateful to 
each and every person who volunteered to be a part of it—in big ways and small! It is a wonderful 
outreach to our community, but it is also a beautiful way for us to work together as a church family. 
We had roughly 200 people come through our doors (plus more than 50 volunteers) and, while that 
is a bit smaller than we’ve had in years past, it is wonderful following a global pandemic. Thank you, 
thank you!!                               -  Pastor Libby Piotrowski and Lisa Applequist

In the pews today, you will find small ivory envelopes marked, “A Christmas Gift for Our Mission-
aries.” If you would like to give a monetary gift to the missionaries we support, please put it in one of 
those envelopes and drop it in the offering plate or bring it to the church office by December 30.

Would you like to participate in identifying upcoming NPCC church leaders? We need two at-
large members for the spring 2023 Nominating Committee (meets roughly from February through 
mid-April). If interested, please contact Donn Engebretson, Joel Olfelt, or Co-pastors Jeff or Libby.

Weekly 
Neighborhood 

Prayer
As the body of Christ, we are called 
to pray for those in our communi-
ties and neighborhoods. This week, 
we pray for individuals struggling 
with health issues.



Christmas  Worship 
Calendar

All are invited to join us for Christmas worship!

Saturday, December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight  
Service: We welcome you to join us at 5 pm for this 
service of celebration, ending in candlelight. The Christ child is here! Let us 
rejoice! If you wish to participate at home, we encourage you to prepare candles 
there, so that, as the live service progresses and the lights are dimmed, the light 
of Christ will shine in your homes and in your hearts.  

Sunday, December 25, Julotta Service: Julotta, our traditional Swedish 
Christmas morning service, begins at 6:30 am on Christmas morning. It’s a 
little crazy, we know. But it’s a good crazy. We invite you to join us for worship, 
followed by coffee and a continental breakfast (the Swedes call it fika). Reserva-
tions will be required for the breakfast so we can plan ahead and safely seat those 
who attend. Please register by calling Ann-Marie Frisk in the church office by  
Monday, December 19. Thank you! 



Monday, December 19
 9 am Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
 10:30 am Staff Meeting (Staff Conference Room)
 6:30 pm Geezerball (Gym)
 7:30 pm Centering Prayer (Large Conference Room)

Tuesday, December 20
 8 am Men’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
 5 pm Uniting Voices Chicago Winter Party (Parlors)
 6 pm Cudahy Basketball (Gym)
 8 pm George Soccer Practice (Gym)

Wednesday, December 21
 10 am Women’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
 10:15 am NPCCP 3s Winter Party (Gym)
 5 pm George Soccer Practice (Gym)
 6 pm gather Dinner (Parlors)
 7 pm Adult Community Gathering (Home of Sara & Ryan Wendt)
 7 pm Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Side Balcony, Sanctuary)
 7 pm Middle-school Youth Group (Middle-school Youth Room)

Thursday, December 22
 10:15 am NPCCP Young 3s Winter Party (Gym)
 2:15 pm NPCCP 4s Winter Party (Gym)
 5 pm George Soccer Practice (Gym)
 8 pm Swanson Basketball (Gym)

Friday, December 23
 1 pm Prayer Gathering (North Room)

Saturday, December 24
 8 am Geezerball (Gym)
 10:30 am Cudahy Basketball (Gym)
 5 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (Sanctuary)

Sunday, December 25
 6:30 am Julotta Worship Service (Sanctuary)
 7:30 am Julotta Fika (Parlors) - RSVPs Required
 7 pm AA Meeting (Parlors)

        The Church Calendar This Week     
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.



North Park Covenant
Church Staff           
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor      Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org         lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
ext. 525           ext. 515

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use 
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Jeanette Mottl, Interim Director of Youth Ministry
jmottl@npcovenant.org

JDrew McGovern, Young Adult Ministry Director/
High School Youth Intern
jmcgovern@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Director, Chancel Choir and 
Chancel Handbell Choir
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Joline Paska, Interim Bookkeeper
treasurer@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

 North Park Church
            Cooperative Preschool

Becky Edwards, 
Administrative Director

Lyndsey Wellner, 
Head Teacher/Educational Director 

Jennifer Glazier, 
Assistant Teacher

(773) 463-0055, ext. 520 
preschool@npcovenant.org

www.npcovenant.org/npccp

        The Friendship Center
2711 West Lawrence Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625

Justin Block, 
Executive Director

Greta Bailey,
Finance & Communications 

Coordinator

(773) 907-6338
npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org

5250  North  Christiana  Avenue • Chicago,  Illinois  60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org 

       Missionaries We Support      

John and Letha Kerl, 
Field Representatives for Europe

Peter and Anna Kim, Taiwan

Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo

Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, 
Latin America 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska


