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Reformation Sunday



OCTOBER 30, 2022
+ REFORMATION SUNDAY +

PRELUDE Yorkminster Processional
 Gordon Young
 Brian Ward, Organ
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter
  
INTROIT      Christians, We Have Met to Worship (501)
  Chancel Choir, Dominic German, Director
  
* PROCESSIONAL HYMN 464 AND CALL TO WORSHIP A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
   A Litany for Reformation Sunday, Psalm 46
 God is our refuge and strength,
 a very present help in trouble.
 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
 though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea,
 though its waters roar and foam,
 though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
  
 A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
 our helper he amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.
 For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe—
 his craft and pow’r are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
 on earth is not his equal.
  
 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
 the holy habitation of the Most High.
 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
 God will help it when the morning dawns.
  
 Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing,
 were not the right one on our side, the one of God’s own choosing.
 You ask who that may be? Christ Jesus it is he—
 Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same,
 and he must win the battle.
  
 The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
 God speaks and the earth melts.
 The Lord of hosts is with us;
 the God of Jacob is our refuge.



 Come, behold the works of the Lord!
 God makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
 God breaks the bow, shatters the spear,
 and burns the shields with fire.
  
 And tho’ this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
 we will not fear, for God has willed his truth to triumph through us.
 The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not for him—
 his rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure;
 one little word shall fell him.
  
 Be still, and know that the Lord is God!
 God is exalted among the nations;
 God is exalted in the earth.
 The Lord of hosts is with us;
 The God of Jacob is our refuge.
  
 That word above all earthly pow’rs, no thanks to them, abideth;
 the Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth.
 Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also—
 the body they may kill, God’s truth abideth still:
 his kingdom is forever. Amen.
  
* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)
  
* PASSING THE PEACE
 May the Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
 And also with you.
  
COMMISSIONING OF ALL LAY LEADERSHIP 
  
READING OF THE SCRIPTURES      Martha Berg, Reader
 Old Testament Reading           Jeremiah 23:16-29
 New Testament Reading          1 Peter 4:12-19
 * Gospel Reading         John 2:13-22
  This is the Word of the Lord.
       Thanks be to God. 

CHORAL ANTHEM        Beautiful Savior!
  David Allen
  
WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
  



MESSAGE      Jeff Hunter and Libby Piotrowski
  
PASTORAL PRAYER
  
* CONGREGATIONAL SONG             O Lord, You’re Beautiful
                                                         Keith Green
 1980 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 

Birdwing Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

Led by Jeanette Mottl and Brian Ward
  
THE GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
 Invitation to Generosity
 Offertory         The Solid Rock
 arr. Victor Labenske
 * Doxology 48
 * Prayer of Dedication
  
* CLOSING HYMN 416                           Great Hills May Tremble
  
* RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
 For all that God can do within us,
 for all that God can do without us,
 thanks be to God!
  
 For all in whom Christ lived before us,
 for all in whom Christ lives beside us,
 thanks be to God!
  
 For all the Spirit wants to bring us,
 for where the Spirit wants to send us,
 thanks be to God!
  
 The blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
 be with you and on your way together,
 now and forever.
 Amen.
  
POSTLUDE     Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
 arr. Jason W. Krug

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.





O Lord, You're Beautiful
Keith Green
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online! 
We’re glad you’re here. 

For your prayers this week: 
- Sheryl Noren, recovering well following surgery to  
 have a portion of her lung removed, and heading back  
 to Congo
- Rosemary Slaughter’s cousin Joanie Mykesell, in great  
 pain following a car accident
- Judy Edstrom’s father, David Wood, on hospice care
-  Jim Hosek, rejoicing that there is no change in the 
 lesion and no new growth
-  Gunnel Brunsell, diagnosed with lymphoma and not  
 seeking treatment
-  Tom and Janice Kelly, as Tom continues stroke recu- 
 peration and Janice settles in at CLON

Today is the last day to order Christmas greens! The brochure can be found by clicking here, and 
order forms are available here. If you aren’t able to fill out this form, please email Jeanette Mottl  
(jmottl@npcovenant.org) to let her know what you’d like to order. Proceeds benefit NPCC Youth 
Ministries scholarships and programming. Thank you in advance for your support! 

We invite you to join us next Sunday, November 6, for Intergenerational Sunday School! We will 
meet in the parlors at 9 am for breakfast and fellowhsip, followed by a time of learning together across 
the generations. All ages are welcome!

Next Sunday, November 6, is All Saints’ Sunday. Our tradition is to display photos of the many 
saints—in our lives and from our world’s history—who have made an impact on us. Please feel free to 
bring in a photo (or photos) of loved ones who have gone before you, and we will set them out on the 
platform at the front of the sanctuary. If you are able to bring your photo(s) to church in advance of the 
6th, then we can set them up the Friday before. Photos can be brought to the office during the week.

Would you like to read scripture some Sunday morning? We are always looking for people to lend 
their voices to the reading of God’s Word. If you would like to read, please reach out to Ann-Marie in 
the office, and she will be happy to find a date for you to do so. Thank you!

Sunday, November 27, is Covenant World Relief and Development Sunday. We invite you to begin 
collecting coins in your CWR soup cans (or another receptacle of your choice), which can be brought 
to church anytime between November 23 and 27. Labels and lids are available in the narthex today, 
and donations can also be made here, selecting “World Relief ” from the drop-down menu. 

Weekly 
Neighborhood 

Prayer
As the body of Christ, we are called to 
pray for those in our communities and 
neighborhoods. This week, we pray  
for those in our neighborhood with 
COVID-related cares and concerns.

https://www.npcovenant.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/NCCG-2022-Brochure-pg-2-scaled.jpg
https://www.npcovenant.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Christmas-Greens-Order-Form-2022.docx-Google-Docs.pdf
mailto:jmottl@npcovenant.org
https://www.npcovenant.org/online-giving


Join us for our weekly gather dinner! We’re excited to be together again each week for a meal and 
fellowship! Please help us to know how much food to prepare by RSVPing by Monday of each week, 
by calling the church office or filling out this form, and then come to the parlors on Wednesday at 6 
for dinner. Thank you!

Join us tomorrow for the Night of the Walking TacO! We have a great tradition here at NPCC 
of passing out cups of hot cocoa to trick-or-treaters on Halloween night. This year, in addition to hot 
chocolate, we will also have tacos! But not just any tacos . . . WALKING tacos! Don’t know what those 
are? Come and find out . . . if you dare! Come to the corner of Christiana and Berwyn between 5 
and 7:30 pm on Monday, October 31, to get a little sustenance for your trick-or-treating adventures!  
If you’re able to help with set-up, serving, or clean-up, please reach out to Pastor Jeff.

Covenant Living of Northbrook (CLON) invites you to their annual Holly Fair! Make your way 
to 2625 Techny Road on Saturday, November 5, between the hours of 10 am and 3 pm to peruse 
antiques and Scandinavian treasures, collectibles, woodcrafts, crafts, Christmas decorations, jewelry,  
residential art, and foodstuffs. Lunch will be available in the Bistro. Proceeds are used to provide 
scholarship grants toward advanced education for the graduating seniors from the CLON dining staff. 
Funds are also given to Northbrook Police, Fire Department, Library, and Township Food Pantry. 

You’re invited to a gathering at the home of Sig Hulburt on Monday, November 7. Come join us 
for cookies and a meet and greet with Audrey Matimelo, the director at South Africa’s Zimele Wethu, 
a global partner with Covenant World Relief and Development. Audrey and her daughter, Tendai, 
will be at North Park University and the Seminary on Monday afternoon and will then be staying in 
the neighborhood to share with us a bit about their work in South Africa. We will gather at 7 pm on 
November 7 at the home of Sig Hulburt and, because we are meeting in a private home, we have to 
limit the number of guests to 12 for this special evening. If you would like to join us that evening, 
please RSVP via this form.

Beautiful Savior
David Allen

Beautiful Savior! King of creation! Son of God and Son of man!
Truly I’d love Thee, truly I’d serve Thee, light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands, robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, he makes the sorrowing spirit sing.

Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight, bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer than all the angels in the sky.

Beautiful Savior! Lord of the Nations! Son of God and Son of man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, now and forevermore be Thine!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1J0xws11zA9ZH7mt8XttC9aMQJ8BG49BCzhVyyU-vccs/edit
https://forms.gle/A6qvt6bLwocHQ7qz8


We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

Why Do We Celebrate the Reformation?

On October 31, 1517, a 34-year-old German monk named Martin 
Luther nailed a document containing 95 theses, or propositions, to 
the door of the Wittenberg Cathedral.
  In those theses, Luther attacked the prevailing understanding 
of his age that the Christian Church had the power, through the 
sacraments, to ensure a person’s salvation. Luther  also strongly 
challenged a related concept—that we are saved, or made right with 
God, by virtue of the things we do. Rather, Luther said, being in 
right relationship with God, or our salvation, comes about as a gift of God. It is grace. We 
do not earn this grace by our works or the things we do. Rather, being made right is God’s 
free gift, or grace, given to whomever God chooses. Those who know and experience that 
sense of grace will then seek to live as they believe God intends them to. Trying to live 
a faithful life is the result of experiencing God’s grace, and feeling oneself in right rela-
tionship with God, is not a necessary precondition to experiencing God’s love and grace.  
Luther’s understanding quickly gained wide support and initiated what we now know as 
the Protestant Reformation. Other church leaders in Switzerland (Ulrich Zwingli, John  
Calvin), Scotland (John Knox), and England (Thomas Cranmer) picked up Luther’s ideas, 
modified some of them, and started other movements to reform the church. We are the 
inheritors of this tradition.
  Luther’s conviction about being saved by God’s grace came from a sudden insight 
as he wrestled with a passage from Paul’s Letter to the Romans. For Luther and other  
Reformation leaders, scripture was the primary means through which we hear God’s Word. 
They did not believe the Bible is the literal Word of God, but they did believe that as we 
read scripture and wrestle with it, collectively in worship as well as in individual and group 
study, we can hear God’s Word to us and for us.



Monday, October 31
 9 am Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
 10:15 am NPCCP 3s Halloween Party (Gym)
 10:30 am Staff Meeting (Staff Conference Room)
 2:15 pm NPCCP 4s Halloween Party (Gym)
 5 pm Halloween Hot Chocolate/Walking Taco Stand (Church Corner)
 6:30 pm Geezerball (Gym)
 7:30 pm Centering Prayer (Large Conference Room)

Tuesday, November 1
 8 am Men’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
 10:15 am NPCCP Young 3s Halloween Party (Gym)
 4:15 pm Uniting Voices Chicago Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
 6 pm Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

Wednesday, November 2
 9 am NPCCP Picture Day (Gym Stage)
 10 am Women’s Bible Study (Hybrid)
 3:30 pm CYC Programming (Gym and Youth Room)
 6 pm gather Dinner (South Garden)
 7 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)
 7 pm Middle-school Youth Group (Middle-school Youth Room)
 7 pm Young Adult Gathering (Large Conference Room)

Thursday, November 3
 9 am NPCCP Picture Day (Gym Stage)
 4:15 pm Uniting Voices Chicago Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
 8 pm Swanson Basketball (Gym)

Friday, November 4
 1 pm Prayer Gathering (North Room)

Saturday, November 5
 8 am Geezerball (Gym)
 10:30 am Cudahy Basketball (Gym)
 3 pm Reed Group Piano Lesson (Sanctuary)

Sunday, November 6 - All Saints’ Sunday
 9 am Intergenerational Sunday School (Parlors)
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)
 12 pm Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Junior Chapel)
 7 pm High-school Youth Group (The Attic Youth Room)
 7 pm AA Meeting (Parlors)

        The Church Calendar This Week     
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.



North Park Covenant
Church Staff           
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor      Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org         lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
ext. 525           ext. 515

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use 
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Jeanette Mottl, Interim Director of Youth Ministry
jmottl@npcovenant.org

JDrew McGovern, Young Adult Ministry Director/
High School Youth Intern
jmcgovern@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Director, Chancel Choir and 
Chancel Handbell Choir
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Joline Paska, Interim Bookkeeper
treasurer@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

 North Park Church
            Cooperative Preschool

Becky Edwards, 
Administrative Director

Lyndsey Wellner, 
Head Teacher/Educational Director 

Jennifer Glazier, 
Assistant Teacher

(773) 463-0055, ext. 520 
preschool@npcovenant.org

www.npcovenant.org/npccp

        The Friendship Center
2711 West Lawrence Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625

Justin Block, 
Executive Director

Greta Bailey,
Finance & Communications 

Coordinator

(773) 907-6338
npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org

5250  North  Christiana  Avenue • Chicago,  Illinois  60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org 

       Missionaries We Support      

John and Letha Kerl, 
Field Representatives for Europe

Peter and Anna Kim, Taiwan

Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo

Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, 
Latin America 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska


