APRIL 10, 2022
+ PALM SUNDAY +
PRELUDE						
		
		

All Glory, Laud, and Honor
arr. Robert Lau
Brian Ward, Organ

LITURGY OF THE PALMS
* READING OF SCRIPTURE
		
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Luke 19:28-40
Johanna Frisk, Reader

* CALL TO WORSHIP 							
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever.
Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord.
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, loud hosanna! Amen.
* PROCESSIONAL HYMN 227			

based on Psalm 118

All Glory, Laud, and Honor

* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)		
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 		
		
VOCAL SOLO						
		
		
		
WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
* HYMN 229							

Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter
Ride On, King Jesus
African-American Spiritual
arr. H.T. Burleigh
Dominic German, Baritone
Libby Piotrowski
Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!

LITURGY OF THE PASSION
* READING OF SCRIPTURE					
Luke 23:1-49
		
Ben Holda, Finn Hunter,
Kristen Hunter, and Linnea Olfelt, Readers
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CALL TO CONFESSION						
Christine Olfelt
God has promised forgiveness to all who truly repent, turn to Christ in faith, and are 			
themselves forgiving. In silence, let us call to mind our sins.
ANTHEM						
		
		

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
Gilbert Martin
Chancel Choir, Dominic German, Director

SILENCE
* WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND PASSING OF THE PEACE
Jesus Christ died for our sins, not to satisfy an angry God but to reach out with unending love
to stubborn and selfish people. We are those people. Let the power of those words sink into
you, and be comforted. Your sins are forgiven!
May the peace of Christ Jesus be with you.
And also with you.
					
HOMILY										
Jeff Hunter
		
Philippians 2:5-11
PASTORAL PRAYER 		
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory				
		
* Responsive Hymn 114, verses 1 and 4		
* Prayer of Dedication
CONGREGATIONAL SONG				
		
		

Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended?
arr. Johann Cruger
God Loved the World So that He Gave
Grace Flows Down
David E. Bell, Louie Giglio, Rod Padgett

		

2000 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

		

Led by Jeanette Mottl and Brian Ward

* BENEDICTION					
from First Baptist Church, Carrollton, GA
“Jesus set his face toward Jerusalem.” (Luke 9:51)
Our Lord is on a journey,
and the way leads through opposition and misunderstanding.
Jesus invites us to follow him.
This journey leads through the shadows of betrayal,
the night of Gethsemane,
the afternoon darkness of Golgotha.
“Then Jesus told his disciples,
‘If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
For those who want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.’” (Matthew 16:24-25)
Our Lord is on a journey.
May we have the grace to follow this Christ,
and to give to him our very lives.
For in giving away our lives, we find them,
and in dying we live. Amen.
POSTLUDE							
		
* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

I Saw the Cross of Jesus
Donna Krieger

Grace Flows Down
David E. Bell, Louie Giglio, Rod Padgett
Grace Flows Down
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Lisa Peterson, recuperating following surgery to repair a torn
rotator cuff; Connie Speake, home again after a brief hospitalization; children at Peterson and
Hibbard schools who have family ties to Ukraine or
other countries with similar turmoil and danger, and for
Weekly
the teachers who are helping them through this traumatic time; Michael Bucci, anticipating surgery mid-April;
Neighborhood
Bill Werner, whose chemotherapy has been successful in
Prayer
suppressing the leukemia; Elsa Schlensker, Carol and
Dave’s eldest, anticipating thyroid surgery at the end of
As the body of Christ, we are called
April; Jack Surridge, recuperating after a recent surgito pray for those in our communities
cal procedure; those suffering from depression, both in
and neighborhoods. This week, we
our own church family and in the broader community;
pray for those in our neighborhood
Ruthanne Werner’s sister, Debbie Lovain Gustafson,
experiencing financial struggles.
diagnosed with a recurrence of breast cancer; Tom Kelly,
recuperating following a TIA; Dick and Valerie Lucco, as
Dick continues on hospice care at home; Rosemary Slaughter, experiencing discomfort from carpal
tunnel syndrome; the ongoing war in Ukraine
Join us after worship today for a special coffee hour to say, “Thank you!” to Kay and Don Olson.
The Olsons have lived in the North Park neighborhood for decades and are a vital part of our church.
They have sold their home and will be moving to Covenant Living of Northbrook, but first they will
spend the summer months at their home in Wisconsin. We hope you’ll join us to celebrate this change
in their lives and to thank them for their dedicated service to our church, which we know will continue
even after they move.
The spring issue of The Covenant Home Altar, our denomintion’s daily devotional, and its Spanish-language counterpart, Hoy Con Dios, is available in the narthex today. Feel free to pick up a copy!
Free Choral Concert Today! “Look Up/Zoom Out” is a conducting recital for Kyle Sackett performed
by Constellation Men’s Ensemble, featuring music by Ēriks Ešenvalds, Alex Berko, and David Lang.
Our own Dominic German will be singing, as well. The concert will begin at 2 pm in our sanctuary.
As a follow-up to the recent discussion about the lack of parole in Illinois, we want to let you know
that WTTW, Channel 11, will be showing a five-part series called “Searching for Justice: Life After
Lockup”. This series looks at the challenges individuals face after incarceration, such as reconnecting
with community, finding work and housing, and staying out of prison (apparently if they can’t find
housing that meets certain qualifications, that alone is criteria to send them back to prison). The series
begins Wednesday, April 13, at 10 pm and will run weekly thereafter.

Get ready to share your talents with the world (or at least with your fellow churchgoers)! After a
hiatus, the Coffeehouse is back on! Join us on Saturday, April 23, at 6:30 pm. If you would like to
showcase a talent of your own, please reach out to our illustrious emcee, Joel Piotrowski, at misterpio@
sbcglobal.net. If not, come enjoy it as an audience member. Either way, you won’t want to miss it!
After worship on Sunday, April 24, we will hold the second half of our Annual Meeting, the purpose of which will be to approve new church leadership as recommended by the nominating committee. Directly following the congregational meeting, we will move into a town hall meeting to discuss
the possibility of increasing our church staff. Please be on the lookout for more information in the
coming days.
April is Poetry Month, and the North Park Readers have chosen Joy Harjo’s memoir, Crazy Brave,
as their selection for conversation this month. Joy Harjo is an American poet, musician, playwright,
and author. She is the incumbent United States Poet Laureate and the first Native American to hold
that honor. In Crazy Brave, she details her journey to becoming a poet. We welcome you to join us on
Tuesday, April 26, at 7 pm via Zoom, for our discussion. To be added to the group’s email list, please
contact Jan Olson at janice.olson65@gmail.com.
Prayer Wall of Praise and Thanksgiving: During this 2022 Lenten season, let us take on a posture of
praise and thanksgiving and express both of those on the Prayer Wall located in the parlors. Colorful
markers will be provided to write your praises and thanksgivings anonymously on labels and adhere
them to the wall. Let’s fill that wall with color-filled springtime as if the ground were erupting with new
resurrected growth, which God annually returns to us by His love and grace!
Save the Date for North Park Church Cooperative Preschool’s Outdoor SpringFest Fundraiser!
Saturday, April 30, 10 am to 1 pm in the south garden. Come for refreshments, music, raffles, and
prizes. The street will be closed off so kids can run, bike, or scooter freely. All are welcome!
Covenant Living of Northbrook invites you to a Spring Sale! On Saturday, April 30, from 10 am
to 3 pm, come to the CLON Fellowship Center (2625 Techny Road, Northbrook) to peruse arts and
crafts and woodcrafts made by residents, costume jewelry, and various food items. Lunch will also be
available in the Bistro. Proceeds will be used to provide scholarship grants toward advanced education
for the graduating seniors from the dining staff. Funds are also given to the Northbrook Police and Fire
departments, Library, and Township Food Pantry. Cash or check only.
Come gather with us beginning in May! The weather is warming up, and COVID numbers are
going down, so it’s time to get back to gathering on Wednesday evenings for dinner. Join us in the
south garden at 5:30 for a meal and fellowship. We have snazzy new bench tables to sit at, but feel free
to bring a chair or blanket of your own, if that’s more comfortable for you. We look forward to being
together in this way again!

Vacation Bible School is coming! Over the week of August 1-5, 2022, we invite kids in Preschool
through 5th grade to participate in Vacation Bible School from 9 am to 12 pm each day, with an
extended celebration day on Friday! Our theme this year is Mission: Deep Sea - Growing Deeper in
Faith with Jesus. Children must be potty-trained, and anyone entering 6th grade and older is welcome
as staff. The fee is $22/child, and registration will open on May 2, 2022.
We are in need of your prayers, your help, and your donations! A list of supply needs will come
later, but as always, we are so very grateful for your prayers of support and your hands-on help with
this important summer ministry. For now, we are in need of:
• 40 individuals willing to guide kids or help in a workshop. We are particularly interested in
having someone who loves to tell stories and set the scene!
• Musicians… as many as we can get!
Please contact Pastor Libby if you’re interested and willing to help in any way! You need not be available to help all week. Just let her know or call the church!
The text for today’s vocal solo and anthem are as follows:
Ride On, King Jesus
African-American Spiritual
Ride on, King Jesus! No man can-a hinder me.
I was but young when I begun, but now my race is almost done.
Ride on, King Jesus! No man can-a hinder me.
King Jesus rides a milk-white horse, the river of Jordan he did cross.
Ride on, King Jesus! No man can-a hinder me.
Ride! Ride! Ride!
Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
Gilbert Martin
Jesus, keep me near the cross: there a precious fountain,
free to all, a healing stream, flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.
Near the cross, a trembling soul, love and mercy found me;
there the bright and morning star sheds its beams a round me.
Chorus: In the cross by my glory ever,
till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.
Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes before me;
help me walk from day to day with its shadows o’er me.
Chorus
Amen.

					
The Church Calendar This Week					
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.
9 am
10:30 am
4 pm
6:30 pm
8:30 pm

Monday, April 11
Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study (via Zoom)
Staff Meeting (Staff Conference Room)
Tutoring (Parlors)
Geezerball (Gym)
Swanson Basketball (Gym)

8 am
6 pm

Tuesday, April 12
Men’s Bible Study (Large Conference Room & via Zoom)
Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

3 pm
7 pm

Wednesday, April 13
Film Production Rental (Small Conference Room, Parlors)
Middle-school Youth Group (Middle-school Youth Room)

7 pm

Thursday, April 14 - Maundy Thursday
Maundy Thursday Worship Service (Sanctuary)

7 pm

Friday, April 16 - Good Friday
Good Friday Tenebrae Service (Sanctuary)

8 am
10:30 am

Saturday, April 17
Geezerball (Gym)
Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

9:30 am
10:30 am
7 pm

Sunday, April 17 - Easter Sunday
All-church Breakfast (Parlors)
Worship (Sanctuary)
AA Meeting (Parlors)

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

North Park Covenant
North Park Church
Church Staff							
Cooperative Preschool
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
Becky Edwards,
jhunter@npcovenant.org
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
Administrative Director
ext. 525 			
ext. 515
Lyndsey Wellner,
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use
Head Teacher/Educational Director
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Jennifer Glazier,
Christine Olfelt, Minister of Christian Formation
Assistant Teacher
christineolfelt@npcovenant.org, ext 545
(773) 463-0055, ext. 520
Alison Kuglin, Interim Director of Young Adult Ministry
preschool@npcovenant.org
akuglin@npcovenant.org
www.npcovenant.org/npccp
Jeanette Mottl, Interim Director of High-school Ministry
The Friendship Center
jmottl@npcovenant.org
2711 West Lawrence Avenue
Amanda Stenstrom, Interim Director of Middle-school Ministry
Chicago, Illinois 60625
astenstrom@npcovenant.org
Justin Block,
Abel Rangel Espinosa, High-school Ministry Intern
Executive Director
arangel@npcovenant.org
Greta Bailey,
Isaly Soto, Middle-school Ministry Intern
Finance & Communications
isoto@npcovenant.org
Coordinator
Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
(773) 907-6338
bward@npcovenant.org
npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org
dgerman@npcovenant.org
Missionaries We Support
Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
colfelt@npcovenant.org
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo,
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505
Latin America
Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500
Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

John and Letha Kerl,
Field Representatives for Europe

5250 North Christiana Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org

