APRIL 3, 2022
+ THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT +
PRELUDE						
							
							

If Thou But Suffer God
Paul Manz
Brian Ward, Organ

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS		

Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

* CALL TO WORSHIP 849 with sung response		

Psalm 126

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION 			
from Rev-o-lution.org
God who Delivers and Redeems, we have failed to live into the promise of new life. We
have been afraid to enter troubled waters to help the poor and downtrodden. We have been
afraid to walk with those burned by the system of sin and oppression. We have sought ease
and comfort in exchange for ignoring the hungry and sick in our world. Forgive us when
we have seen our faith in such narrowness, thinking only of our own salvation. Forgive us
when we have not lived for others, when we have not been willing to risk ourselves for the
sake of others. Call us into new life, a life that is lived in the promise of your love for the
whole world. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
* WORDS OF ASSURANCE
* OPENING HYMN 440				

I Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
READING OF THE SCRIPTURES			
Old Testament Reading					
New Testament Reading			
* Gospel Reading				
		 The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
* CONGREGATIONAL SONG			
							

Mary Chase-Ziolek, Reader
Isaiah 43:16-21
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

Yet Not I, But Through Christ in Me
Jonny Robinson, Michael Farren, Rich Thompson
2018 CityAlight Music (Admin. by Integrity Music)
Farren Love and War Publishing (Admin. by Integrity Music)
Integrity’s Alleluia! Music (Admin. by Integrity Music)

Led by Anders Johnson, Linnea Olfelt, and Brian Ward

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
MESSAGE						
CHORAL ANTHEM					

Melissa Duncan
God So Loved the World
John Stainer
Chancel Choir, Charles Olson, Directing

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation
Words of Institution
Sharing in the Meal
		 Communion Music						
Jesus, Lamb of God (567)
							
Jesus, Lover of My Soul (369)
The congregation is invited to medidate on or sing along with these hymns.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory								
							
* Doxology 48
* Prayer of Dedication
* CLOSING HYMN 612					

O Lord, Whose Mercies
G.F. Handel

O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee

* PRAYER AND MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR UKRAINE
* CHORAL BENEDICTION						
Ukrainian Carol
							
Mykola Leontovych
					
adapted by Charles Olson, using text from Lead Me, Lord (410)
* POSTLUDE						

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Shche ne vmerla Ukrainy
Ukrainian National Anthem
Mykhailo Verbytsky

Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me
Michael Farren, Rich Thompson, and Jonny Robinson
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: children at Peterson and Hibbard schools who have family ties to
Ukraine or other countries with similar turmoil and danger, and for the teachers who are helping
them through this traumatic time; Pastor Libby and family, on the passing of her aunt, Johanna
Goering; Michael Bucci, anticipating surgery mid-April;
Bill Werner, whose chemotherapy has been successful in
Weekly
suppressing the leukemia; Elsa Schlensker, Carol and
Dave’s eldest, anticipating thyroid surgery at the end of
Neighborhood
April; Jack Surridge, recuperating after a recent surgical
Prayer
procedure; those suffering from depression, both in
our own church family and in the broader community;
As the body of Christ, we are called
the ongoing war in Ukraine; Ruthanne Werner’s sister,
to pray for those in our communities
Debbie Lovain Gustafson, diagnosed with a recurrence
and neighborhoods. This week, we
of breast cancer; Tom Kelly, recuperating following a
pray for the single parents in our
TIA; Dick and Valerie Lucco, as Dick continues on
neighborhood.
hospice care at home; Rosemary Slaughter, experiencing
discomfort from carpal tunnel syndrome
Today we welcome to the pulpit Melissa Duncan. Melissa is a student at North Park Theological
Seminary, where she is completing a Master’s of Divinity. She has been married to Joel since 2005.
They have three biological children and two foster children. She is passionate about cross-cultural
ministry and has worked in and around refugee resettlement for 15 years. She and her husband lived
for two years in Mauritania (if you can find it on a map, she’d love to hear it!), and currently she serves
her church as the community life associate director. She loves reading, writing, and hearing people’s
stories. Her perfect day includes good coffee, meeting someone new, and a game of sand volleyball.
The spring issue of The Covenant Home Altar, our denomintion’s daily devotional, is available in the
narthex today. Feel free to pick up a copy!
Tonight we will hold the last of five contemplative worship services at 6 pm in the south chapel.
We invite you to join us for prayer, singing, and communion.
We will hold a very brief congregational meeting immediately after worship on Sunday, April 10, to
select NPCC delegates to the Central Conference Annual Meeting, which will take place April 21-23.
There’s one more night to join in on journaling! As we have walked through the season of Lent,
Kristen Hunter and Alison Kuglin have shown us how journaling can be a form of prayer, storying,
observation, or doodling. We will meet Wednesday, April 6, at 5:30 pm in the north room. This gathering is free, and all are welcome!

Join us for a Lenten Virtual Prayer Vigil: In this sad time when we are witnessing evil and mind-bogglingly disastrous displays of inhumanity, coming to God together in prayer seems the most natural,
necessary, and fruitful way for us to demonstrate our faith in God’s plan! Therefore, on Saturday, April
9, from 7 am to 9 pm, our Lenten Virtual Prayer Vigil will be available online. Believing that prayer
is the best thing we can do, let’s fill the half-hour slots with pleas for the kind of mercy that only God
can give and celebrate with praise, thanksgiving, and supplication that our prayers do change things
according to His will and timing! You may sign up for a half hour (or more) here.
We Put the “Fun” in Fundraiser! This year, in place of our traditional pancake breakfast, we’ll meet in
the south garden on Saturday, April 9, from 5 to 7 pm for a Chili Camp Fundraiser! Come enjoy chili,
cornbread, camp songs, and s’mores! All proceeds will go toward sending kids to Covenant Point and
Covenant Harbor Bible camps. Stay tuned to learn how you can help us advertise to the community!
Join us on Sunday, April 10, for a special coffee hour to say, “Thank you!” to Kay and Don Olson.
The Olsons have lived in the North Park neighborhood for decades and are a vital part of our church.
They have sold their home and will be moving to Covenant Living of Northbrook, but first they will
spend the summer months at their home in Wisconsin. We hope you’ll join us to celebrate this change
in their lives and to thank them for their dedicated service to our church, which we know will continue
even after they move.
Free Choral Concert Sunday, April 10: “Look Up/Zoom Out” is a conducting recital for Kyle Sackett
performed by Constellation Men’s Ensemble, featuring music by Ēriks Ešenvalds, Alex Berko, and
David Lang. Our own Dominic German will be singing, as well. The concert will begin at 2 pm in
our sanctuary.
Get ready to share your talents with the world (or at least with your fellow churchgoers)! After a
hiatus, the Coffeehouse is back on! Join us on Saturday, April 23, at 6:30 pm. If you would like to
showcase a talent of your own, please reach out to our illustrious emcee, Joel Piotrowski, at misterpio@
sbcglobal.net. If not, come enjoy it as an audience member. Either way, you won’t want to miss it!
April is Poetry Month, and the North Park Readers have chosen Joy Harjo’s memoir, Crazy Brave,
as their selection for conversation this month. Joy Harjo is an American poet, musician, playwright,
and author. She is the incumbent United States Poet Laureate and the first Native American to hold
that honor. In Crazy Brave, she details her journey to becoming a poet. We welcome you to join us on
Tuesday, April 26, at 7 pm via Zoom, for our discussion. To be added to the group’s email list, please
contact Jan Olson at janice.olson65@gmail.com.
Prayer Wall of Praise and Thanksgiving: During this 2022 Lenten season, let us take on a posture of
praise and thanksgiving and express both of those on the Prayer Wall located in the parlors. Colorful
markers will be provided to write your praises and thanksgivings anonymously on labels and adhere
them to the wall. Let’s fill that wall with color-filled springtime as if the ground were erupting with new
resurrected growth, which God annually returns to us by His love and grace!

One of the privileges we share as a part of the Evangelical Covenant Church is representation at
our denomination’s decision-making meetings. Each year, the Central Conference, of which we are a
part, hosts its meeting in the spring. Additionally, each year, the ECC holds its annual meeting in the
summer. We want to send representatives to both! We can send up to four delegates, whose responsibility is to sit in on the business meetings, ask questions, and vote on behalf of NPCC when required.
The church will cover expenses. This year’s meeting dates are April 21-23 (Central Conference Annual
Meeting, Northbrook, IL) and June 23-35 (“Gather” Denominational Annual Meeting, Kansas City,
Missouri). Please let Pastor Jeff or Pastor Libby know if you are interested in serving as a delegate!
Save the Date for North Park Church Cooperative Preschool’s Outdoor SpringFest Fundraiser!
Saturday, April 30, 10 am to 1 pm in the south garden. Come for refreshments, music, raffles, and
prizes. The street will be closed off so kids can run, bike, or scooter freely. All are welcome!
In these days of limited international short-term mission trips, Dale Lusk has begun monthly
Zoom meetings called Merge Hello. At each 45-minute meeting, Dale highlights recent and upcoming
trips, and there is a presentation by missionaries or Merge trip facilitators. The next Merge Hello Zoom
is Saturday, April 16, at 11 am. The date and time of each meeting fluctuates according to the location
of the guests. To be added to the monthly link, please contact Dale Lusk at dale.lusk@covchurch.org.
For more information, please reach out to Sue Vandervoort at suev307@sbcglobal.net.
The texts for today’s choral anthem and benediction are as follows:
God So Loved the World
John Stainer
God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son,
that who so believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life.
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world through him might be saved.
God so loved the world.
Ukrainian Carol
Mykola Leontovych
adapted by Charles Olson, using text from Lead Me, Lord (410)
Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God.
Lead me, O Lord, make Thy way plain.
Teach me, O Lord, make Thy way plain.
Keep me, O Lord, make Thy way plain.
Blessed art thou, O Lord our God.

New in 2022!

A Spring Sale!
(a mini Holly Fair)

April 30, 2022
10 am - 3 pm
Covenant Living of Northbrook
Fellowship Center
2625 Techny Road, Northbrook

Items for sale will include:
- Arts & crafts made by residents
- Woodcrafts made by residents
- Costume jewelry
- Various food items
Lunch will also be available in the bistro.
Proceeds will be used to provide scholarship grants toward
advanced education for the graduating seniors from the
dining staff. Funds are also given to the Northbrook Police
and Fire departments, Library, and Township Food Pantry.

Cash or check only.

					
The Church Calendar This Week					
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.
9 am
10:30 am
4 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
8:30 pm

Monday, April 4
Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study (via Zoom)
Staff Meeting (Staff Conference Room)
Tutoring (Parlors)
Geezerball (Gym)
Centering Prayer (Large Conference Room)
Swanson Basketball (Gym)

8 am
4:15 pm
6 pm

Tuesday, April 5
Men’s Bible Study (Large Conference Room & via Zoom)
Chicago Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

4 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 pm
7 pm

Wednesday, April 6
Girl Scouts (Gym)
Chicago Children’s Choir Combined Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Journaling through Lent (Large Conference Room)
Middle-school Youth Group (Middle-school Youth Room)

4:15 pm
6:30 pm

Thursday, April 7
Chicago Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary, Parlors)
Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary Side Balcony)

11:30 am

Friday, April 8
Film Production Space Rental (Sm & Lg Conf Rms, K-1 Room)

7 am-9 pm
8 am
10 am
10:30 am
5 pm

Saturday, April 9
Virtual Lenten Prayer Vigil
Geezerball (Gym)
Concert Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Cudahy Basketball (Gym)
Chili Camp Fundraiser (South Garden)

9 am
9:15 am
9:45 am
10:30 am
1 pm
2 pm
7 pm
7 pm

Sunday, April 10 - Palm Sunday
Confirmation (Large Conference Room)
Palm Procession (Meet in South Gardenl)
All-church Breakfast (Parlors)
Worship (Sanctuary)
Concert Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Look Up/Zoom Out Choral Concert (Sanctuary)
High-school Youth Group (The Attic Youth Room)
AA Meeting (Parlors)

North Park Covenant
North Park Church
Church Staff							
Cooperative Preschool
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
Becky Edwards,
jhunter@npcovenant.org
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
Administrative Director
ext. 525 			
ext. 515
Lyndsey Wellner,
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use
Head Teacher/Educational Director
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Jennifer Glazier,
Christine Olfelt, Minister of Christian Formation
Assistant Teacher
christineolfelt@npcovenant.org, ext 545
(773) 463-0055, ext. 520
Alison Kuglin, Interim Director of Young Adult Ministry
preschool@npcovenant.org
akuglin@npcovenant.org
www.npcovenant.org/npccp
Jeanette Mottl, Interim Director of High-school Ministry
The Friendship Center
jmottl@npcovenant.org
2711 West Lawrence Avenue
Amanda Stenstrom, Interim Director of Middle-school Ministry
Chicago, Illinois 60625
astenstrom@npcovenant.org
Justin Block,
Abel Rangel Espinosa, High-school Ministry Intern
Executive Director
arangel@npcovenant.org
Greta Bailey,
Isaly Soto, Middle-school Ministry Intern
Finance & Communications
isoto@npcovenant.org
Coordinator
Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
(773) 907-6338
bward@npcovenant.org
npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org
dgerman@npcovenant.org
Missionaries We Support
Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
colfelt@npcovenant.org
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo,
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505
Latin America
Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500
Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

John and Letha Kerl,
Field Representatives for Europe

5250 North Christiana Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org

