MARCH 13, 2022
+ THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT +
PRELUDE									

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			
CHORAL INTROIT			
							

Blessed Assurance
arr. Kenneth D. Varner
Brian Ward, Organ

Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

“Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” (355, verses 1 and 4)
Chancel Choir Ensemble, Dominic German, Director

* CALL TO WORSHIP 794 							
from Psalm 27
							
Read responsively with sung response
* OPENING HYMN 416				

Great Hills May Tremble

MARKING TWO YEARS OF PANDEMIC LIFE
Silence
The Lord’s Prayer 887 (Using sins)
Hymn 451								

It Is Well with My Soul

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
* CONGREGATIONAL SONG						

You Never Let Go
Beth and Matt Redman

2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

Led by Dominic German, Anders Johnson, Carol Olfelt, and Brian Ward
READING OF THE SCRIPTURES					
Old Testament Reading			
New Testament Reading			
* Gospel Reading				
		 The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Beau Sample, Reader
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Philippians 3:17 - 4:1
Luke 13:31-35

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
MESSAGE									

Jeff Hunter

PRAYER OF CONFESSION			
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
CHORAL ANTHEM							
Let Nothing Ever Grieve Thee
							
Johannes Brahms
Let nothing ever grieve thee, distress thee, nor fret thee;
heed God’s good will; my soul, be still; compose thee.
Why brood all day in sorrow?
Tomorrow will bring thee God’s help benign and grace sublime in mercy.
Be true in all endeavor and ever ply bravely;
what God decrees brings joy and peace.
He’ll stay thee.
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory						
* Doxology 48
* Prayer of Dedication

Meditation on “The Lord’s My Shepherd”
Mary McDonald

* CLOSING HYMN 221					

In the Cross of Christ I Glory

BENEDICTION				
POSTLUDE								

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

How Firm a Foundation
Early American Melody

You Never Let Go
Matt Redman
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Jack Surridge, following a recent surgical procedure; Bill and Ruthanne
Werner, as Bill has been diagnosed with acute leukemia; Elsa Schlensker, Carol and Dave’s eldest,
anticipating thyroid surgery; those suffering from
depression, both in our own church family and
Weekly Neighborhood
in the broader community; the ongoing war in
Ukraine; Sandy Edstrom, recuperating at home
Prayer
following surgery on her left knee on March 4;
Ruthanne Werner’s sister, Debbie Lovain GusAs the body of Christ, we are called to pray
tafson, diagnosed with a recurrence of breast
for those in our communities and neighcancer; Tom Kelly, recuperating following a TIA;
borhoods. This week, we pray for families
Dick and Valerie Lucco, as Dick continues on
with older children in our neighborhood.
hospice care at home
We welcome you to join us for Adult Formation at 9:30 am on Sundays, in the parlors. The calendar
for the next few weeks is as follows:
March 20: Reflections on the Apostles’ Creed
March 27: Faith Development
April 3: Folding Palm Crosses
April 10: Intergenerational Palm Procession through the Neighborhood at 9 am, followed by
a light breakfast (pending COVID regulations)
During the season of Lent, we will hold five contemplative worship services each Sunday evening
at 6 pm in the south chapel. We invite you to join us for prayer, singing, and communion as we begin
our journey to the cross.
Come Journal through Lent! Journaling. We talk about it, we dream about
it. Maybe we even keep a journal for writing in here and there, all the time,
or with the hope of writing in it someday. As we enter the season of Lent,
we would love to bring journaling into this season with a fresh perspective.
Kristen Hunter and Alison Kuglin will be showing us how to make our very
own journals, and how journaling can be a form of prayer, storying, a single
observation, or doodles. We will meet each Wednesday in Lent at 5:30 pm in the parlors. This series
is free, and all are welcome!
Prayer for Ukraine: Please join us on Wednesday, March 16, at 7:30 pm for a short virtual service
of prayer and lament for the people of Ukraine. There will be scripture reading, a brief liturgy, and a
period of guided prayer. The Zoom link will be shared early next week.

The Corned Beef and Cabbage Lunch is back! We invite you to join us on Sunday, March 20,
following worship, for a delicious meal of corned beef, cabbage, potatoes, and Green River. RSVPs are
required, so we are sure to have enough food. Please RSVP by Wednesday, March 16, using this link.
You are invited to honor or memorialize a loved one, either with a flowering plant or a monetary
donation. This year’s donations will be given to camping scholarships. Whether you choose one or
both options, your name/s will be listed in the bulletin on Easter Sunday, April 17. Please fill out this
form by Monday, March 21. (A paper form, which you can print and fill out, is on the next page.)
The North Park Readers have selected Isabel Allende’s novel A Long Petal of the Sea as their choice
for discussion on Tuesday, March 22, at 7 pm, via Zoom. You are welcome to join the conversation
around this story of a young widow and an army doctor who flee the Spanish Civil War to establish a
new life in Chile, all the while in hope that they may return to their home country. To add your name
to the group’s email list, please contact Jan Olson at janice.olson65@gmail.com.
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool invites you to attend a Dine & Share fundraiser on
Wednesday, March 23, from 4 to 8 pm at Potbelly (4709 N. Lincoln Ave.). Be sure to have this flyer
with you, either electronically or printed out, so the Preschool will be sure to receive 25% of the
proceeds from your purchase. Thank you!
Did you know that Illinois is one of about a dozen states in the country to have abolished parole?
Please mark your calendars and join other members of the congregation on Wednesday, March 23, at 7
pm (via Zoom) for a town hall discussion relating to our prison ministries, and to discuss in particular
the absence of parole in the State of Illinois and how to elevate the voices of marginalized groups to
effect meaningful policy change as part of our Christian response. We are honored to feature Michelle
Clifton-Soderstrom (Dean of Faculty and Professor of Theology & Ethics, North Park University) and
Katrina Baugh (Campaign Strategy Coordinator at Parole Illinois) in conversation about these issues,
with time for audience questions and interactive discussion. Sponsored by the Board of Community
Concern. A Zoom link will be circulated closer to the time of the event. Click here for suggested
advance reading.
Get ready to share your talents with the world (or at least with your fellow churchgoers)! After a
COVID-induced hiatus, the Coffeehouse is back on! Join us on Saturday, April 23, at 6:30 pm. If you
would like to showcase a talent of your own, please reach out to our illustrious emcee, Joel Piotrowski,
at misterpio@sbcglobal.net. If not, come enjoy it as an audience member. You won’t want to miss it!
We will hold a New Member Meeting on Saturday, April 30, from 9 am to 12 pm. If you’re interested in becoming a member of North Park Covenant Church, or if you simply want to know more about
the church as a starting point to potential membership, please reach out to Pastor Libby or Pastor Jeff.
Thank you to everyone who supported the Souper Bowl for Hunger campaign at the Friendship
Center last month. With your help, $4,060.62 was raised to feed our hungry neighbors.

2022 Easter Memorials/Honoraria
You are invited to honor or memorialize a loved one, either
with a flowering plant or a monetary donation. This year’s
donations will be given to camping scholarships. Whether
you choose one or both options, your name/s will be listed
in the bulletin on Easter Sunday, April 17. The deadline to

submit this form is Monday, March 21.
q I/We would like to order

Easter plant/s at $22/plant.

q I/We would like to make a contribution toward camping.
q Check

q Cash

q Online

Amount paid: $

Please note: If paying online for a plant and a donation,
a separate transaction must be done for each purpose.
Regardless of payment method, you must fill out a form and submit it to the office.
Given in memory of 								
Given in honor of 									
Your name/s, as you would like it/them listed in the bulletin:
										
				
Phone				

				
Email

Please bring this form and your payment (if not paying online)
to the church office. Thank you!

					
The Church Calendar This Week					
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.
9 am
10:30 am
4 pm
6:30 pm
8:30 pm

Monday, March 14
Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study (via Zoom)
Staff Meeting (Staff Conference Room)
Tutoring (Parlors)
Geezerball (Gym)
Swanson Basketball (Gym)

8 am
4:15 pm
6 pm

Tuesday, March 15
Men’s Bible Study (Large Conference Room & via Zoom)
Chicago Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

4 pm
5:30 pm
7 pm

Wednesday, March 16
Girl Scouts (Gym)
Journaling through Lent (Parlors)
Middle-school Youth Group (Middle-school Youth Room)

4:15 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

Thursday, March 17
Chicago Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary, Parlors)
Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary Side Balcony)
LTAC Basketball (Gym)

8 am
10:30 am

Saturday, March 19
Geezerball (Gym)
Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

Sunday, March 20 - The Third Sunday in Lent
9 am
Confirmation (Large Conference Room)
9:15 am
Sunday School (Junior Chapel)
9:30 am
Adult Formation (Parlors)
10:30 am
Worship (Sanctuary)
6 pm
Lenten Worship Service (South Chapel)
7 pm
High-school Youth Group (The Attic Youth Room)
7 pm
AA Meeting (Parlors)
We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

North Park Covenant
North Park Church
Church Staff							
Cooperative Preschool
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
Becky Edwards,
jhunter@npcovenant.org
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
Administrative Director
ext. 525 			
ext. 515
Lyndsey Wellner,
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use
Head Teacher/Educational Director
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Jennifer Glazier,
Christine Olfelt, Minister of Christian Formation
Assistant Teacher
christineolfelt@npcovenant.org, ext 545
(773) 463-0055, ext. 520
Alison Kuglin, Interim Director of Young Adult Ministry
preschool@npcovenant.org
akuglin@npcovenant.org
www.npcovenant.org/npccp
Jeanette Mottl, Interim Director of High-school Ministry
The Friendship Center
jmottl@npcovenant.org
2711 West Lawrence Avenue
Amanda Stenstrom, Interim Director of Middle-school Ministry
Chicago, Illinois 60625
astenstrom@npcovenant.org
Justin Block,
Abel Rangel Espinosa, High-school Ministry Intern
Executive Director
arangel@npcovenant.org
Greta Bailey,
Isaly Soto, Middle-school Ministry Intern
Finance & Communications
isoto@npcovenant.org
Coordinator
Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
(773) 907-6338
bward@npcovenant.org
npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org
dgerman@npcovenant.org
Missionaries We Support
Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
colfelt@npcovenant.org
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo,
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505
Latin America
Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500
Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

John and Letha Kerl,
Field Representatives for Europe

5250 North Christiana Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org

