


MARCH 6, 2022
+ THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT +

PRELUDE     Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele, BWV 654
                                                           J.S. Bach
                                                           Sunwoo Lee, Organ

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   Jeff Hunter and Libby Piotrowski

* CALL TO WORSHIP        Christine Olfelt
from Psalm 91

 O Lord, you are our refuge and our fortress.
 In you we trust.
 Protect us, O Lord, from the evils around us.
 Command your angels concerning us and guard us in our ways.
 Deliver us, O God, and answer us.
 With long life, satisfy us, and show us your salvation. 
 Amen.

* OPENING HYMN 214    Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION    written by Moira Laidlaw
Gracious and merciful God, we confess to you our reluctance to enter the wilderness places 
where we are confronted with our true selves. The places where we are tempted to put worldly 
values before our desire for you, and when our hunger for power and wealth is greater than our 
hunger for seeking and doing your will: 
Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you.

 When we are tempted to use the gifts you give us
 to benefit ourselves at the expense of serving others:
 Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you.

 When we are tempted to use sensational means to increase people’s faith, 
 rather than being guided by the humility of Christ:
 Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you. 

 When we are tempted to use bribery to influence and control people:
 Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you.

 When we are tempted to manipulate you, O God, to satisfy our own needs:
 Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you.



* WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Hear the Good News: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. Know that you are forgiven, dear 
church, and be at peace. Amen.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
 The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
 And also with you.

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES     Gaius Berg, Reader
 Old Testament Reading      Deuteronomy 26:1-11
 New Testament Reading      Romans 10:8b-13
 * Gospel Reading         Luke 4:1-13
  The Word of the Lord.
  Thanks be to God.

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN

CHORAL ANTHEM     Create in Me a Clean Heart
Carl F. Mueller

       Chancel Choir Ensemble, Dominic German, Director
Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; uphold me with thy free spirit.

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.
Create in me a clean heart, O God!

MESSAGE        Libby Piotrowski

* CONGREGATIONAL SONG    He Will Hold Me Fast
       Ada Ruth Habershon, Matthew Merker

2013 Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)
Matthew Merker Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

Led by Dominic German and Brian Ward

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
 The Great Thanksgiving (Insert)
 Sharing the Meal
  Communion Music      I Will Sing of My Redeemer

arr. Lisa Hoekstra
 

Jesus Paid It All
arr. Lloyd Larson



 Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
 Invitation to Generosity
 Offertory        I Love to Tell the Story
                                                            William G. Fischer
 * Doxology 48
 * Prayer of Dedication

* CLOSING HYMN 218    Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain

CHORAL BENEDICTION    The Lord Bless You and Keep You
       Peter C. Lutkin

The Lord bless you and keep you, 
the Lord lift his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

The Lord make his face to shine upon you 
and be gracious unto you. 

Amen.

POSTLUDE      Fuga
                                                            Josef Seeger
                                                            Brian Ward, Organ

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.





Allegro 

He Will Hold Me Fast
Matthew MerkerAda Ruth Havershon
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The Great Thanksgiving for Lent

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, almighty 
God, creator of heaven and earth. You brought all things into being and called them good.

From the dust of the earth you formed us into your image and breathed into us the breath of 
life. When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. When rain fell 
upon the earth for forty days and forty nights, you bore up the ark on the waters, saved Noah 
and his family, and made covenant with every living creature on earth. When you led your 
people to Mount Sinai for forty days and forty nights, you gave us your commandments and 
made us your covenant people.

When your people forsook your covenant, your prophet Elijah fasted for forty days and forty 
nights; and on your holy mountain, he heard your still small voice. And so, with your people 
on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. When you gave him to save us from our sin,
your Spirit led him into the wilderness, where he fasted forty days and forty nights to prepare 
for his ministry.

When he suffered and died on a cross for our sin, you raised him to life, presented him alive to 
the apostles during forty days, and exalted him at your right hand.

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church,  
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the 
Spirit.

Now, as we your people prepare for the celebration of the resurrection, you lead us to repen-
tance for sin and the cleansing of our hearts, that during these forty days of Lent we may be 
gifted and graced to reaffirm the covenant you made with us through Christ.



 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 
bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise 
and thanksgiving, as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Let us pray: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and cup. Make 
them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 
redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one 
in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly 
banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever.

Amen.

“The Great Thanksgiving for Early in Lent,” Copyright © 1972 The Methodist Publishing House; Copyright © 1980, 
1981, 1985 UMPH; Copyright © 1986 by Abingdon Press; Copyright © 1987, 1989, 1992 UMPH. Used by  
permission.



Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License #2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved. 





Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online! 
We’re glad you’re here. 

For your prayers this week: the war in Ukraine; Sandy Edstrom, recuperating following surgery on 
her left knee on March 4; Andrea Kersten, recently installed as Chief Administrator of the Civilian 
Office of Police Accountability; Ruthanne Werner’s sister, Debbie Lovain Gustafson, diagnosed with 
a recurrence of breast cancer; Tom Kelly, recuperating following a TIA; Dick and Valerie Lucco, as 
Dick continues on hospice care at home; Roderick Smith, managing retinal degeneration and seeing 
improvement in his sight; Chuck Wiberg, at home 
and doing well following time in rehab; Tim John-
son’s brother, Darryl, recuperating at home follow-
ing deep brain-stimulation surgery

We will hold a brief congregational meeting  
today, immediately following worship. The Execu- 
tive Council and the Trustees are bringing two 
items for consideration: 1) the names of those who 
will serve on the 2022 Nominating Committee to 
recruit and nominate our incoming church leaders, 
and 2) a proposal to contract with BTL Architects, Inc., for work to design and coordinate repairs to 
the sanctuary east wall. Please join us in making these important decisions!

Beginning this evening, we will hold five Lenten worship services on Sunday evenings at 6 pm in 
the south chapel. We invite you to join us as we begin our journey to the cross. 

Come Journal through Lent! Journaling. We talk about it, we dream about it. Maybe we even keep 
a journal for writing in here and there, all the time, or with the hope of writing in it someday. As we 
enter the season of Lent, Kristen Hunter and Alison Kuglin would love to bring journaling into this 
season with a fresh perspective. They will be showing those who attend how to MAKE their very own 
journals, and how journaling can be a form of prayer, storying, a single observation, or doodles. Join 
them each Wednesday in Lent, at 5:30 pm in the parlors. This series is free, and all are welcome!

The Corned Beef and Cabbage Lunch is back! We invite you to join us on Sunday, March 20,  
following worship, for a delicious meal of corned beef, cabbage, potatoes, and Green River. RSVPs are 
required, so we are sure to have enough food. Please RSVP by March 7 using this link.

The North Park Readers have selected Isabel Allende’s novel A Long Petal of the Sea as their choice 
for discussion on Tuesday, March 22, at 7 pm, via Zoom. You are welcome to join the conversation 
around this story of a young widow and an army doctor who flee the Spanish Civil War to establish a 
new life in Chile, all the while in hope that they may return to their home country. To add your name 
to the group’s email list, please contact Jan Olson at janice.olson65@gmail.com.

Weekly Neighborhood 
Prayer

As the body of Christ, we are called to pray 
for those in our communities and neigh-
borhoods. This week, we pray for families 
with young children in our neighborhood.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfTl0gAGDzyvHOdghpX8CZnEG748prTtEm5X9GB5hyQLcJTJA/viewform
mailto:janice.olson65@gmail.com. 


Did you know that Illinois is one of about a dozen states in the country to have abolished parole? 
The Board of Community Concern invites you to mark your calendars for Wednesday, March 23, at 7 
pm via Zoom a town hall discussion relating to our prison ministries, and to discuss in particular the 
absence of parole in Illinois and how to elevate the voices of marginalized groups to effect meaning- 
ful policy change as part of our Christian response. We are honored to feature Michelle Clifton- 
Soderstrom (Dean of Faculty and Professor of Theology & Ethics, North Park University) and Katrina 
Baugh (Campaign Strategy Coordinator at Parole Illinois) in conversation about these issues, with 
time for questions and discussion. The Zoom link will be circulated closer to the time of the event. 
Click here for suggested advance reading.

Introducing the Prayer Wall of Praise and Thanksgiving: During this 2022 Lenten season, when 
the larger Church’s norm is to give up something, we are going to take on a posture of praise and 
thanksgiving and express them both on the Prayer Wall located in the parlors. Colorful markers will be 
provided to write your praises and thanksgivings anonymously on labels and adhere them to the wall. 
Let’s fill that wall with color-filled springtime, as if the ground were erupting with new resurrected 
growth, which God annually returns to us by His love and grace!
 Daily, our minds are distracted from the beauty of God’s grace by the brokenness and darkness 
of this world. Warring between countries physically and mentally, as well as within governments, 
and within our own minds, all made more intense by the pandemic, can wear us down. Let us not 
lose heart (2 Corinthians 4:16)! Let us lay aside those burdens and follow Jesus’ own mandate to the 
Pharisees in Luke 19:40. If they had kept quiet, the stones along the road would burst into cheers! So,  
beginning today, we will bring to the Prayer Wall our praise and thanks for God’s love, which allows 
His grace to rewire us and flow in and through us in spectacular ways! Indeed, let’s make it a wall  
worthy of resurrection celebration by Easter Sunday!

Please join the Evangelical Covenant Church as we pray for the people of Ukraine. The Russian  
invasion of Ukraine is the largest military invasion within Europe since World War II, and the  
conflict is quickly escalating and causing horrible suffering. Covenant World Relief and Development 
(CWRD) is responding through local European partners assisting Ukrainians in the midst of the crisis. 
CWRD is preparing to assist the refugees through local partners in Europe. We stand with the people 
of Ukraine in praying for peace and an immediate end to the suffering.To provide aid to refugees flee-
ing Ukraine please donate today!

Get ready to share your talents with the world! Or at least with your fellow churchgoers. After a 
COVID-induced hiatus, the Coffeehouse is back on! Join us on Saturday, April 23, at 6:30 pm. If you 
would like to showcase a talent of your own, please reach out to our illustrious emcee, Joel Piotrowski, 
at misterpio@sbcglobal.net. If not, come enjoy it as an audience member. You won’t want to miss it! 

We will hold a New Member Meeting on April 30, from 9 am to 12 pm. If you are interested in 
becoming a member of North Park Covenant Church, or if you simply want to know more about the 
church as a starting point to potential membership, please reach out to Pastor Libby or Pastor Jeff.

https://chicago.suntimes.com/2021/9/21/22685736/illinois-bring-back-parole-prisons-incarceration-crime-justice-senate-bill-3233-burlet-steinberg
https://giving.covchurch.org/priorities-detail/ukraine-response
mailto:misterpio@sbcglobal.net


2022 Easter Memorials
You are invited to honor or memorialize a loved one, either 
with a flowering plant or a monetary donation. This year’s  
donations will be given to camping scholarships. Whether 
you choose one or both options, your name/s will be listed 
in the bulletin on Easter Sunday, April 17. The deadline to 
submit this form is Monday, March 21. 

	q I/We would like to order       Easter plant/s at $22/plant. 

	q I/We would like to make a contribution toward camping.  

q Check      q Cash      q Online  
                 Amount paid: $   

Regardless of payment method, 
you must fill out a form and submit it to the office.

Given in memory of         

Given in honor of          

Your name/s, as you would like it/them listed in the bulletin: 
 
           

         
Phone    Email

Please place this form and your payment in the offering plate 
or bring them to the church office. Thank you!



Monday, March 7
 9 am Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study (via Zoom)
 10:30 am Staff Meeting (Staff Conference Room)
 4 pm Tutoring (Parlors)
 6:30 pm Geezerball (Gym)
 7:30 pm Centering Prayer (Large Conference Room)

Tuesday, March 8
 8 am Men’s Bible Study (Large Conference Room & via Zoom)
 4:15 pm Chicago Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
 6 pm Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

Wednesday, March 9
 4 pm Girl Scouts (Gym)
 5:30 pm Journaling through Lent (Parlors)
 7 pm Middle-school Youth Group (Middle-school Youth Room)

Thursday, March 10
 4:15 pm Chicago Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary, Parlors)
 6:30 pm Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary Side Balcony)
 7:30 pm LTAC Basketball Practice (Gym)

Friday, March 11
 5 pm George Soccer Practice (Gym)

Saturday, March 12
 8 am Geezerball (Gym)
 10:30 am Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

Sunday, March 13 - The Second Sunday in Lent
 9 am Confirmation (Large Conference Room)
 9:15 am Sunday School (Junior Chapel)
 9:30 am Adult Formation (Parlors)
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)
 2 pm High-school Youth Group (The Attic Youth Room)
 6 pm Lenten Worship Service (South Chapel)
 7 pm AA Meeting (Parlors)

        The Church Calendar This Week     
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.



North Park Covenant
Church Staff           
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor      Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org         lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
ext. 525           ext. 515

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use 
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Christine Olfelt, Minister of Christian Formation
christineolfelt@npcovenant.org, ext 545

Alison Kuglin, Interim Director of Young Adult Ministry
akuglin@npcovenant.org

Jeanette Mottl, Interim Director of High-school Ministry
jmottl@npcovenant.org

Amanda Stenstrom, Interim Director of Middle-school Ministry
astenstrom@npcovenant.org

Abel Rangel Espinosa, High-school Ministry Intern
arangel@npcovenant.org

Isaly Soto, Middle-school Ministry Intern
isoto@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

 North Park Church
            Cooperative Preschool

Becky Edwards, 
Administrative Director

Lyndsey Wellner, 
Head Teacher/Educational Director 

Jennifer Glazier, 
Assistant Teacher

(773) 463-0055, ext. 520 
preschool@npcovenant.org

www.npcovenant.org/npccp

        The Friendship Center
2711 West Lawrence Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625

Justin Block, 
Executive Director

Greta Bailey,
Finance & Communications 

Coordinator

(773) 907-6338
npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org

   Missionaries We Support 
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska 

Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, 
Latin America 

Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia

John and Letha Kerl, 
Field Representatives for Europe

5250  North  Christiana  Avenue • Chicago,  Illinois  60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org 


