JANUARY 16, 2022
+ THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD SUNDAY +
PRELUDE									

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS		

He Leadeth Me
arr. Lisa Hoekstra
Brian Ward, Piano

Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

CHORAL INTROIT							
Baptized in Water (547)
						
Chancel Choir Ensemble, Dominic German, Director
* CALL TO WORSHIP 795, with sung response					
* OPENING HYMN 113				

Psalm 29

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty

* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 887 (Using sins)
* PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
READING OF THE SCRIPTURES					
Roderick Smith, Reader
Old Testament Reading							
Isaiah 43:1-7
New Testament Reading							
Acts 8:14-17
* Gospel Reading							
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
		 The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CHORAL ANTHEM								
						

Come to the Water
John Foley

O let all who thirst, let them come to the water.
And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord: without money, without price.
Why should you pray the price, except for the Lord?
And let all who toil, let them come to the water.
And let all who are weary, let them come to the Lord: all who labor without rest.
How can your soul find rest, except for the Lord?
And let all the poor, let them come to the water.
Bring the ones who are laden, bring them all to the Lord: bring the children without might.
Easy the load and light: come to the Lord.

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
SERMON										

Jeff Hunter

REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISM
Renewal of Vows
		 Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises?
		 I do!
		 Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord?
		 I do!
Questions of Intent
You have made public confession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant
of God made with you in Holy Baptism, to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the
word and share in the Lord’s Supper?
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
And do you intend to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to
seek Christ and serve him in all people, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
Prayer and Affirmation
		 The Lord be with you.
		 And also with you.
Let us pray. Eternal Father, when nothing existed but chaos, you swept across the dark
waters and brought forth light. In the days of Noah, you saved those on the ark through
water. After the flood, you set in the clouds a rainbow. When you saw your people as slaves
in Egypt, you led them to freedom through the sea. Their children you brought through
the Jordan to the land which you promised.
Sing to the Lord, all the earth. Tell of God’s mercy each day.
In the fullness of time, you sent Jesus, nurtured in the water of a womb. He was baptized
by John and anointed by your Spirit. He called his disciples to share in the baptism of his
death and resurrection and to make disciples of all nations.
Declare his works to the nations, his glory among all people.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, and by the gift of water call to our remembrance the grace
declared to us in our baptism. For you have washed away our sins, and you clothe us with
righteousness through our lives, that dying and rising with Christ, we may share in his final
victory.
All praise to you, eternal Father, through your Son Jesus Christ, who with you and the
Holy Spirit lives and reigns forever. Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL SONG						 All Who Are Thirsty
Brenton Brown, Glenn Robertson
1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire)
(Admin. by Integrity Music)

Led by Dominic German, Kristen Hunter, and Brian Ward
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory					
											
* Doxology 48
* Prayer of Presentation
* CLOSING HYMN 541					

Offertoire
Léon Boëllmann

All Who Believe and Are Baptized

* BENEDICTION 					
POSTLUDE 						

Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
arr. Gordon Young

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

All Who Are Thirsty
Brenton Brown and Glenn Robertson
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Mark Brady and family, mourning the passing of his father, David, on
January 10; Chuck Wiberg, at Brandel Care Center for rehab after a fall in which he broke his hip;
the SRA students at Stateville, as the center has been on lockdown since before Christmas; Louise
Hedstrom and family, mourning the passing of Herb on December 27; Dick and Valerie Lucco, as
Dick is on hospice care at home; Caitlin Brody, Barbara and Francis Hunt’s elder daughter, struggling
with her skin cancer diagnosis; Tom Kelly, transferred to Brandel Care Center
The benevolence fund here at North Park Covenant Church has been very helpful to a number of
people, particularly in the last year. We began the year with $9,608 in the fund. We have had almost
$4,500 come in. Thank you for your generosity! Further, in 2021, we distributed $9,600 to people in
need of assistance. Many of those needing assistance receive it through the gift cards we keep on hand
in the church office. Approximately 35 individuals received ongoing support from the church in this
way ($40 of gift cards/every three months). Additionally, your gifts to the benevolence fund helped
one individual with rent following job loss, aided a family in the neighborhood following a devastating
death, and assisted with setting up apartments for students in the School of Restorative Arts at the
seminary. In the midst of winter and with the ongoing pandemic, we expect the need for assistance will
only increase. Please consider gifts to the benevolence fund. You can give online, selecting “Deacon
Benevolence Fund” from the dropdown menu. Alternatively, you can write a check to the church and
include the word “benevolence” in the memo. Thank you for being the generous people you are!
Join us Saturday, January 22, at 10 am for a virtual Town Hall meeting to preview the NPCC 2022
proposed budget. The Budget Committee is prayerfully at work constructing a plan for how we will
use the dollars we will receive in 2022. The Budget Committee members invite you to learn about
and give feedback on the proposed budget, which will be voted on at the January 30, 2022, virtual
Annual Meeting, which will begin at 12:30 pm. The Zoom link for the meetings will be shared closer to their respective dates. If you need assistance with joining a virtual meeting, please reach out to
Christine Olfelt at christineolfelt@npcovenant.org.
The North Park Readers will meet on Tuesday, January 25, at 7 pm, via Zoom. This month’s book
for discussion is The Woman They Could Not Silence by Kate Moore. It is the story of Elizabeth Packard, a woman wrongfully committed to a state hospital in 1861, and her long battle with her husband,
a complicit doctor, and the 19th-century laws that left her and many other women powerless to affect
their situation. We welcome you to our conversation; contact Jan Olson (janice.olson65@gmail.com)
to be added to our contact list or for a Zoom link to the meeting.
A memorial service and service of inurnment for Herb Hedstrom will take place on Saturday,
February 26, at 11 am. The family hopes to have a luncheon following, but will take the most current
COVID situation into account when making that decision.

					
The Church Calendar This Week					
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.
Monday, January 17 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day - Office Closed
9 am
Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study (via Zoom)
6:30 pm
Geezerball (Gym)
8 am
4:15 pm
6 pm

Tuesday, January 18
Men’s Bible Study (Large Conference Room & via Zoom)
Chicago Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

10 am
4 pm
7 pm

Wednesday, January 19
Women’s Bible Study (Large Conference Room & via Zoom)
Girl Scouts (Gym)
Middle-school Youth Group (Middle-school Youth Room)

4:15 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

Thursday, January 20
Chicago Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary, Parlors)
Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary Side Balcony)
LATC Basketball Practice (Gym)

1 pm
5 pm

Friday, January 21
Prayer Gathering (North Room)
George Soccer Practice (Gym)

8 am
10 am
10:30 am

Saturday, January 22
Geezerball (Gym)
Virtual Town Hall Meeting (via Zoom)
Cudahy Basketball (Gym)

9 am
9:15 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
7 pm
7 pm

Sunday, January 23
Confirmation (Large Conference Room)
Sunday School (Junior Chapel)
Adult Formation (Parlors)
Worship (Sanctuary)
High-school Youth Group (The Attic Youth Room)
AA Meeting (Parlors)

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

North Park Covenant
North Park Church
Church Staff							
Cooperative Preschool
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
Becky Edwards,
jhunter@npcovenant.org
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
Administrative Director
ext. 525 			
ext. 515
Lyndsey Wellner,
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use
Head Teacher/Educational Director
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Jennifer Glazier,
Christine Olfelt, Minister of Christian Formation
Assistant Teacher
christineolfelt@npcovenant.org, ext 545
(773) 463-0055, ext. 520
Alison Kuglin, Interim Director of Young Adult Ministry
preschool@npcovenant.org
akuglin@npcovenant.org
www.npcovenant.org/npccp
Jeanette Mottl, Interim Director of High-school Ministry
The Friendship Center
jmottl@npcovenant.org
2711 West Lawrence Avenue
Amanda Stenstrom, Interim Director of Middle-school Ministry
Chicago, Illinois 60625
astenstrom@npcovenant.org
Justin Block,
Abel Rangel Espinosa, High-school Ministry Intern
Executive Director
arangel@npcovenant.org
Greta Bailey,
Isaly Soto, Middle-school Ministry Intern
Finance & Communications
isoto@npcovenant.org
Coordinator
Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
(773) 907-6338
bward@npcovenant.org
npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org
dgerman@npcovenant.org
Missionaries We Support
Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
colfelt@npcovenant.org
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo,
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505
Latin America
Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500
Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

John and Letha Kerl,
Field Representatives for Europe
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npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org

