the fourth sunday in advent
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DECEMBER 19, 2021
+ THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT +
A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
PRELUDE								 O Come, All Ye Faithful (147)
							
John F. Wade
							
arr. Barbara Baltzer Kinyon
Chancel Handbell Choir
Carol Olfelt, Director
WELCOME						

Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

* OPENING HYMN 128				

Prepare the Way, O Zion!

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE		
Kay and Don Olson
							
Luke 1:26-32
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David.
O God, we light the fourth candle of Advent; the candle of joy.
The fourth candle is lit.
We hear your angel Gabriel and witness the faith of Mary. Fill us with your grace and light.
We recall the times we have struggled but said yes. We know times when God has filled us and
our world with blessing. Mary was a young, strong, spiritual woman. Even though her life was
not easy, she heard God’s voice and said yes. Her song was a prayer that would uplift those who
were downtrodden. Her lyrics shattered the proud and called the world to change. She would
bear within her the promised child, Jesus, the Light of the World. This Advent, we respond to
God’s beckoning to us as well.
Revealing God, visit us and fill us with your Spirit. Bring your good news to life within us.
Give us courage to carry your light into the injustices and shadows of this world. Amen.
We sing verse 4 of Hymn 120, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.

+ THE FIRST LESSON +
Genesis 3:8-15 							
Sally Engebretson, Reader
God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.
VOCAL QUARTET								 Adam Lay Ybounden
								
15th-century Text
arr. Boris Ord
Carol Olfelt, Soprano; Ann-Marie Frisk, Alto; Brian Ward, Tenor; Dominic German, Bass
Adam lay ybounden, bounden in a bond; four thousand winter thought he not too long.
And all was for an apple, an apple that he took, as clerkes finden written in their book.
Ne had the apple taken been. Ne had never our lady a-been heavené queen.
Blessed be the time that apple taken was; therefore we moun singen, Deo gracias!
+ THE SECOND LESSON +
Genesis 22:15-18 							
Kevin Hosek, Reader
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed.
* HYMN 146

						

Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come

+ THE THIRD LESSON +
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 								
Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah.
VOCAL DUET							
								
Linnea Olfelt, Soprano; Dominic German, Bass

Johanna Frisk, Reader
In the Bleak Midwinter
Christina Rosetti

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan;
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
in the bleak midwinter long ago.
Our God, heav’n cannot hold him nor earth sustain;
heav’n and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter a stable-place sufficed
the Lord God Almighty—Jesus Christ.
Angels and archangels may have gathered there,
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;
but his mother only in her maiden bliss,
worshiped the beloved with a kiss.

What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him: give my heart.
+ THE FOURTH LESSON +
Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9 								
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.

Jeff Hunter, Reader

CHORAL ANTHEM							
Es Ist Ein Ros Entsprungen
								
Michael Pr
ætorius
Chicago Children’s Choir, Alex Bravos, Director
Es ist ein ros entsprungen
aus einer Wurzel zart!
wie uns die Alten sungen,
von Jesse kam die Art.
Und hat ein Blümlein bracht,
mitten im kalten Winter,
wohl zu der halben Nacht.

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming,
as men of old have sung.
It came, a flow’ret bright,
amid the cold of winter,
when half-spent was the night.

Das Blumelein so kleine,
das duftet uns so süß,
mit seinem hellen Scheine
vertreibts die Finsternis.
Wahr’ Mensch und wahrer Gott,
hilft uns aus allem Leide;
rettet von Sünd und Tod.

The floweret, so small
that smells so sweet to us,
with its clear light
dispels the darkness.
True man and true God,
he helps us from all trouble;
saves us from sin and death.

+ THE FIFTH LESSON +
Luke 1:26-35, 38 							
Christine Olfelt, Reader
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
* CONGREGATIONAL SONG						

Behold
David Kauffman

2003 GFTSMusic Publishing Company (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

Led by Dominic German, Linnea Olfelt, and Brian Ward
+ THE SIXTH LESSON +
Luke 2:1-7 								
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

Teg Piotrowski, Reader

VOCAL DUET								A Cradle in Bethlehem
Al Bryan and Larry Stock
Kristen Hunter, Alto; Brian Ward, Tenor
Sing sweet and low your lullaby till angels say, “Amen.”
A mother tonight is rocking a cradle in Bethlehem.
While wise men follow through the dark a star that beckons them,
a mother tonight is rocking a cradle in Bethlehem.
“A little child shall lead them,” the prophets said of old.
In storm and tempest keep them until the bell is tolled.
A mother tonight is rocking a baby in Bethlehem.
+ THE SEVENTH LESSON +
Luke 2:8-16								
The shepherds go to the manger.

Lynn Pearson, Reader

CHORAL ANTHEM								 How Great Our Joy
Traditional German Carol
arr. John Rutter
Chancel Choir, Dominic German, Director
While by the sheep we watched at night, glad tidings brought an angel bright.
Refrain: How great our joy! Joy, joy, joy! Praise we the Lord in heav’n on high!
There shall be born, so he did say, in Bethlehem a child today.
Refrain
There shall the child lie in a stall, this child who shall redeem us all.
Refrain
This gift of God we’ll cherish well, that ever joy our hearts shall fill.
Refrain
+ THE EIGHTH LESSON +
Matthew 2:1-11							
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

Brad Thompson, Reader

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory									
We Three Kings
John Henry Hopkins, Jr.
arr. Jason W. Krug
* Doxology 48
* Prayer of Dedication
+ THE NINTH LESSON +
* John 1:1-14								
Libby Piotrowski, Reader
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM									
Sussex Carol
								
Traditional English Carol
								
arr. Vaughan Williams
On Christmas night all Christians sing to hear the news the angels bring!
News of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth.
Then why should men on earth be so sad, since our Redeemer made us glad,
when from our sins he set us free all for to gain our liberty?
When sin departs before his grace then life and health come in its place.
Angels and men with joy may sing all for to see the newborn King.
All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night:
Glory to God and peace to men now and forevermore. Amen!
* CLOSING HYMN 147 						
O Come, All Ye Faithful
All sing verses 1 and 3; Choir inserts and sings a different verse 2
* BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE 			
								
								

Christmas Fanfare: From Heaven Above
Fenton Groden
Brian Ward, Organ

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.
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By their gifts to Camping Scholarships,
the following members and friends extend their
Christmas greetings to you this season:
Alyssa Anderson & Dave Holmes
Sue & Kevin Anderson
Andrew, Susan, Evan, and Matthew Chase-Ziolek
Karen Darelius
Susan, Dave, and Krista Dawson
Sally & Donn Engebretson
John & Barbara Goode
Barbara, Francis, and Ayden Hunt
LeRoy & Marge Johnson
Lori Johnson
Larry H. Knipp

Millie Lungren
Alan G. Mueller
Terri Njaa
Joel & Christine Olfelt
Chuck & Jan Olson
Don & Kay Olson
Joline & Steve Paska
Lynn & Pete Pearson
The Piotrowski Family
Sue Sandstrom
The Schlensker Family
Christian & Paula Schuetz and Family
Mark, Hannah, and Sophie Schukas
Karen Snow
Mel Soderstrom
Bruce & Ann Marie Strom
Doug & Jane Swanson-Nystrom
Eileen Thorpe
Sue Vandervoort
Bill & Ruthanne Werner
Chuck & Elsa Wiberg
Joan Zetterlund

Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: James Edstrom and family, mourning the passing of his mother, Vivian
Edstrom; Herb Hedstrom, in rehab after a brief hospitalization and in a great deal of pain; the 12
missionaries held captive in Haiti have been released; Anita Kramer, a member of the Wednesday
women’s Bible study whose husband, Roy, suffered a stroke and is hospitalized; Jim Erickson, recuperating after knee-replacement surgery; Caitlin Brody, Barbara and Francis Hunt’s elder daughter,
struggling to process her skin cancer diagnosis; Tom Kelly, in rehab following a hemorrhagic stroke;
Sandy Edstrom, recuperating after knee-replacement surgery; Marti Hindaileh’s godson, Brandon,
recuperating after heart surgery; Connie Speake, continuing to recuperate at home; Eileen Thorpe,
continuing immunotherapy treatments; the state of Kentucky, devastated after an estimated four
tornadoes killed more than 60 people and damaged at least 1,000 homes
We welcome the Chicago Children’s Choir – Albany Park and their director, Alex Bravos, as our
special guests this morning. Thank you for sharing your gifts with us!
The beautiful wooden nativity on our front lawn was crafted by John Hawkins, husband of Bob and
Jan Thornbloom’s daughter Beverly. It has been given by John and Bev in memory of those two saints.
The rosebud at the front of the sanctuary announces the birth of Annie Elisabeth Burger, born to Emily
and Nick Burger on December 4. Janis and Frank Rueping are the proud first-time grandparents.
Join us after worship for indoor coffee hour! We invite all who feel comfortable to head down to
the parlors after worship for a cookie and a cup of coffee, tea, or lemonade. We ask that you keep your
masks on unless actively eating or drinking and maintain your distance as best as you can.
Offering envelopes are here and available for pick-up in the parlors after worship. Please make your
way down to pick up your box, if you requested one this year. Thank you!
All are invited to our Christmas worship services!
- On Friday, December 24, we invite you to a Christmas Eve Candlelight service at 5 pm. Come
join us as we anticipate the coming of the Christ Child. Masks are required.
- On Saturday, December 25, you are welcome to attend a traditional Julotta service (in English
with a little Swedish) at 6:30 am. Following the service, we will hold a continental breakfast (we
call it fika in Swedish) in the parlors. Reservations are required for fika, and you can sign up by
filling out this form.
Both of these services will be livestreamed at live.npcovenant.org.
Sing, choirs of angels! Sing in exultation! If you would like to sing with the choral ensemble on
Christmas Eve or Christmas morning, please reach out to Dominic German at dgerman@npcovenant
.org for details. Masks are required.

Continue Heartwalking the Neighborhood with
us in 2021! See this week’s location at the right.
Thank you for praying for our neighborhood!
In the pews today, you will find two envelopes.
The ivory envelope may be used to contribute to
a gift for the Covenant missionaries our church
supports: John & Letha Kerl, Peter & Anna Kim,
Paul & Sheryl Noren, Eugenio & Pia Restrepo, and
James & Rachel Ventress. The green envelope may be
used to contribute to a Christmas gift for our church
staff. Gifts may be enclosed in the envelopes and put
in the offering plate. Gifts may also be given online,
using the Missionary Gift and/or Staff Gift designation, by the end of the day today. Your gifts are much
appreciated by all who receive them!
It’s not too late to pledge to give in the new year!
If you would still like to pledge to support NPCC in
2022, you may still send in a blue Pledge Response
Card (mailed to members and friends and available
in the narthex) or fill out the this form. We would
appreciate receiving pledges by December 31, 2021.
Thank you!
The church office will be closed between Christmas and New Year’s. If a pastoral need arises, please
contact Pastor Jeff a jhunter@npcovenant.org or 253-509-8027.

					
The Church Calendar This Week					
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.
9 am
10:30 am
6:30 pm

Monday, December 20
Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study (via Zoom)
Staff Meeting (Staff Conference Room)
Geezerball (Gym)

6 pm

Tuesday, December 21
Epworth Basketball (Gym)

7:30 pm

Thursday, December 23
LTAC Basketball (Gym)

5 pm

Friday, December 24
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (Sanctuary)

6:30 am
7:30 am

Saturday, December 25
Julotta Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Julotta Fika (Parlors - Reservations Required)

10:30 am
7 pm

Sunday, December 26
Worship (Sanctuary)
AA Meeting (Parlors)

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

North Park Covenant
North Park Church
Church Staff							
Cooperative Preschool
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
Becky Edwards,
jhunter@npcovenant.org
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
Administrative Director
ext. 525 			
ext. 515
Lyndsey Wellner,
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use
Head Teacher/Educational Director
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Jennifer Glazier,
Christine Olfelt, Minister of Christian Formation
Assistant Teacher
christineolfelt@npcovenant.org, ext 545
(773) 463-0055, ext. 520
Alison Kuglin, Interim Director of Young Adult Ministry
preschool@npcovenant.org
akuglin@npcovenant.org
www.npcovenant.org/npccp
Jeanette Mottl, Interim Director of High-school Ministry
jmottl@npcovenant.org
The Friendship Center
2711 West Lawrence Avenue
Amanda Stenstrom, Interim Director of Middle-school Ministry
Chicago, Illinois 60625
astenstrom@npcovenant.org
Abel Rangel Espinosa, High-school Ministry Intern
arangel@npcovenant.org
Isaly Soto, Middle-school Ministry Intern
isoto@npcovenant.org
Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org
Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org
Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org
Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505
Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500
Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

Justin Block,
Executive Director
Ross Outten,
Director of Development
(773) 907-6338
npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org
Missionaries We Support
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo,
Latin America
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl,
Field Representatives for Europe

5250 North Christiana Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org

