
the third sunday in advent

LOVE



DECEMBER 12, 2021
+ THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT +

PRELUDE      Joy to the World
arr. Dave Brubeck
Brian Ward, Piano

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   Jeff Hunter and Libby Piotrowski

INTROIT      People, Look East (138)
       Traditional French Melody, arr. Barry Rose

Chancel Choir Ensemble, Dominic German, Director

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   Alison Kuglin, Linnea Olfelt, and Evelyn Ramgren
        John 1:6-9  

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

We light the third candle of Advent; the candle of love.

The third candle is lit. 

We look to John, the one you sent, to point us to your light. The light will come into our world 
and enlighten everyone. God sent John the Baptizer to prepare the people for the coming of 
Jesus Christ, the true Light of the World. John called for people to repent of their sins and to 
live faithfully. He baptized with a cleansing water and proclaimed the new life that Christ, the 
one who would follow him, would bring. This Advent, we ask for God’s mercy and a joyful 
new beginning.

Merciful God, we give thanks that you send messengers like John to call us to greater 
faith. We ask that in these days we prepare for you in prayer and acts of holy compassion. 
Forgive us and lead us to your light. Amen.

We sing verse 3 of Hymn 120, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.

* OPENING HYMN 133     On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
Verses 1, 3, and 5 - All sing, Verses 2 and 4 - Ensemble sings

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
 The Peace of the Coming Christ be with you.
 And also with you.



READING OF THE SCRIPTURES     Alyssa Anderson, Reader
 Readings from the Old Testament Prophets   Zephaniah 3:14-20
      Isaiah 12:2-6
 * Gospel Reading    Luke 3:7-18
  The Word of the Lord.
  Thanks be to God.

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN       Jeff Hunter

CHORAL ANTHEM        Listen! You Nations
Bert Carlson

MESSAGE      Tony Pizarro and Libby Piotrowski

* CONGREGATIONAL SONG    Agnus Dei 
        Michael W. Smith

1990 Sony/ATV Milene Music (Admin. by Sony/ATV Music Publishing)

Led by Dominic German, Kristen Hunter, 
Anders Johnson, Samantha Johnson, and Brian Ward 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
 Invitation to Generosity
 Offertory         Pastorale Symphony

G.F. Handel
 * Doxology 48
 * Prayer of Dedication

* CLOSING HYMN 131     Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People 

* BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE       Hark, a Thrilling Voice (129)
arr. Malcolm Archer

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online! 
We’re glad you’re here. 

For your prayers this week: Jim Erickson, recuperating after knee replacement surgery last week;  
Caitlin Brody, Barbara and Francis Hunt’s elder daughter, recuperating after surgery; Tom Kelly, in 
rehab following a hemorrhagic stroke; Sandy Edstrom, recuperating after knee replacement surgery; 
Marti Hindaileh’s godson, Brandon, home again following heart surgery last week; Terri Njaa and 
family, mourning the sudden passing of her daughter Kari Hutson; Tony Pizarro, grateful to God 
for continued grace, and to this church and North Park Theological Seminary for their continued 
perseverance in helping him; Anna and Peter Kim and family, mourning the passing of both of their 
fathers in the past year; Herb Hedstrom, experiencing fatigue due to low red blood count/hemoglo-
bin; Connie Speake, continuing to recuperate at home; Eileen Thorpe, undergoing immunotherapy 
treatments; the 12 kidnapped missionaries who remain in Haiti

Join us after worship for indoor coffee hour! We  
invite all who feel comfortable to head down to the  
parlors after worship for a cookie and a cup of coffee, 
tea, or lemonade. We ask that you keep your masks on 
unless actively eating or drinking and maintain your 
distance as best as you can. 

Offering envelopes are here and available for pick-up. 
If you would like your box mailed to you, please contact 
Ann-Marie in the church office. Thank you! 

Join us this afternoon for a Live Nativity from 4 to 6 
pm in the south garden! We will have hot cider, carolers, a craft for the kids, and a special appearance 
by the Holy Family and a variety of farm animals!

Tomorrow is the last day to extend your Christmas greetings to the members and friends of North 
Park Covenant Church! If you would like to do so, you may donate the amount of your choice to 
camping scholarships. Please fill out the form found here and submit your payment (either online, 
selecting “Camping Fund” from the drop-down menu, or via a check made out to North Park  
Covenant Church with “Camping Fund” in the memo line) by tomorrow, December 13, and your 
name will appear in the bulletin on Sunday, December 19. 

North Park Church Cooperative Preschool is having a Cards for a Cause fundraiser through  
December 13! See the card boxes and cards available here. Scroll down to the “Card Fundraiser Order 
Form” section to purchase your greeting cards! Be sure to select North Park Preschool-Chicago, IL, 
under the “Who You Are Supporting…” section. Card boxes will be delivered to NPCCP and will be 
distributed by the Fundraising Committee before Christmas! Thank you for your support!

Join us next Sunday,
December 19, for a

Service of Lessons & Carols.

We will hear the story of the
coming of the Christ Child 

in scripture and song.

The Chicago Children’s Choir
will be our special guests!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Ue89SwmtfMLjhzCDUejEjXaJFnbI8B1JXrHu-Zvojlo/edit
https://funofreading.com/fundraiser


Continue Heartwalking the Neighborhood with 
us! See this week’s location at right. Thank you for 
praying for our community!

In the pews today, you will find two envelopes. The 
ivory envelope may be used to contribute to a gift for 
the Covenant missionaries our church supports, John 
& Letha Kerl, Peter & Anna Kim, Paul & Sheryl 
Noren, Eugenio & Pia Restrepo, and James & Rachel 
Ventress. The green envelope may be used to contrib-
ute to a Christmas gift for our church staff. Gifts may 
be enclosed in the envelopes and put in the offering 
plate. Gifts may also be given online, using the Mis-
sionary Gift and/or Staff Gift designation, by Sunday, 
December 19. Your gifts are much appreciated! 

All are invited to our Christmas Worship services! 
On Friday, December 24, we invite you to a Christmas  
Eve Candlelight service at 5 pm. Come join us as we 
anticipate the coming of the Christ Child. Masks 
are required. On Saturday, December 25, you are  
welcome to attend a traditional Julotta service at 6:30 
am. Following the service, we will hold a continental breakfast (we call it fika in Swedish) in the  
parlors. Reservations are required for fika, and you can sign up by filling out this form.

The text for today’s choral anthem is as follows:

Listen! You Nations
Bert Carlson

Refrain: Listen! you nations of the world: listen to the Word of the Lord.
Announce it from coast to coast; declare it to distant islands.

The Lord who scattered Israel will gather his people again;
and he will keep watch over them as a shepherd watches his flock. Refrain

With shouts of joy they will come, their faces radiantly happy,
for the Lord is so gen’rous to them; he showers his people with gifts. Refrain

Young women will dance for joy, and men young and old will make merry.
Like a garden refreshed by the rain, they will never be in want again.

Break into shouts of great joy: Jacob is free again!
Teach nations to sing the song: “The Lord has saved his people!”

http://www.npcovenant.org/online-giving
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScmzslJGemx4OXfogTugS30Tu1hwA3niLeIFPCeNYVgSJtFGQ/viewform


Monday, December 13
 9 am Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study (via Zoom)
 10:30 am Staff Meeting (Staff Conference Room)
 6:30 pm Geezerball (Gym)

Tuesday, December 14
 8 am Men’s Bible Study (Staff Conference Room & via Zoom)
 4:15 pm Chicago Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
 6 pm Epworth Basketball (Gym)

Wednesday, December 15
 10 am Women’s Bible Study (Large Conference Room & via Zoom)
 7 pm Middle-school Youth Group (Middle-school Youth Room)

Thursday, December 16
 4:15 pm Chicago Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary, Parlors)
 6:30 pm Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary Side Balcony)

Friday, December 17
 1 pm Prayer Gathering (North Room)
 5 pm George Soccer Practice (Gym)

Saturday, December 18
 8 am Geezerball (Gym)
 10:30 am Epworth Basketball (Gym)

Sunday, December 19 - The Fourth Sunday in Advent
 9 am Confirmation (Staff Conference Room)
 9:15 am Sunday School (Junior Chapel)
 9:30 am Adult Formation (Parlors)
 10:30 am Worship - A Service of Lessons and Carols (Sanctuary) 
 7 pm High-school Youth Group (The Attic Youth Room)
 7 pm AA Meeting (Parlors)

           The Church Calendar This Week     
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.



North Park Covenant
Church Staff           
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor      Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org         lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
ext. 525           ext. 515

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use 
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Christine Olfelt, Minister of Christian Formation
christineolfelt@npcovenant.org, ext 545

Alison Kuglin, Interim Director of Young Adult Ministry
akuglin@npcovenant.org

Jeanette Mottl, Interim Director of High-school Ministry
jmottl@npcovenant.org

Amanda Stenstrom, Interim Director of Middle-school Ministry
astenstrom@npcovenant.org

Abel Rangel Espinosa, High-school Ministry Intern
arangel@npcovenant.org

Isaly Soto, Middle-school Ministry Intern
isoto@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

 North Park Church
            Cooperative Preschool

Becky Edwards, 
Administrative Director

Lyndsey Wellner, 
Head Teacher/Educational Director 

Jennifer Glazier, 
Assistant Teacher

(773) 463-0055, ext. 520 
preschool@npcovenant.org

www.npcovenant.org/npccp

        The Friendship Center
2711 West Lawrence Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625

Justin Block, 
Executive Director

Ross Outten,
Director of Development

(773) 907-6338
npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org

   Missionaries We Support 
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska 

Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, 
Latin America 

Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia

John and Letha Kerl, 
Field Representatives for Europe

5250  North  Christiana  Avenue • Chicago,  Illinois  60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org 


