SEPTEMBER 26, 2021
+ EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST +
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE							

I Sing the Mighty Power of God
Mark Hayes
arr. Douglas E. Wagner
Brian Ward, Organ

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS		
INTROIT 								

Spirit of God
Simon Lole
Carol Olfelt, Soprano; Ann-Marie Frisk, Alto;
Brian Ward, Tenor; Dominic German, Bass

* CALL TO WORSHIP 						
The instructions of the Lord are perfect.
		 They revive the soul.
The decrees of the Lord are trustworthy.
		 They make the simple wise.
The laws of the Lord are true.
		 Each one is fair.
They are more desirable than gold,
		 even the finest gold.
They are a warning to your servant,
		 a great reward for those who obey them.
Keep your servant from deliberate sins!
		 Don’t let them control me.
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of all of our hearts
		 be pleasing to you.
* OPENING HYMN 469 					

from Psalm 19

How Can I Keep from Singing?

* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
* CONGREGATIONAL SONG						

Take My Life
Scott Underwood

1995 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Integrity Music)

Led by Dominic German, Anders Johnson, Samantha Johnson, and Brian Ward
READING OF THE SCRIPTURES					
Alison Kuglin, Reader
Old Testament Reading					
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29
Epistle Reading									 James 5:13-20
* Gospel Reading								
Mark 9:38-50
		 The Word of the Lord.
		 Thanks be to God.
WORD FOR THE CHILDREN			
MESSAGE										
SPECIAL MUSIC						

Jeff Hunter

I Sat Down Under His Shadow
Edward Bairstow

PASTORAL PRAYER
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
If you brought your offering with you today and didn’t place it in the offering plate
in the narthex before the service, you may bring it forward afterward.
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory									 We Gather Together
						
arr. Sondra K. Tucker
						
Chancel Handbell Choir, Carol Olfelt, Director
* Doxology 48
* Prayer of Dedication
* CLOSING HYMN 399				

What a Friend We Have in Jesus

* BENEDICTION				
POSTLUDE					Lift High the Cross
Sydney H. Nicholson
* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Take My Life
Scott Underwood
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Nancy Bromley, recuperating after having her second hip-replacement
surgery last Tuesday; Rosemary Slaughter’s sister-in-law, Mary Ann Slaughter, suffering from
pancreatitis; two friends of Rosemary Slaughter: Debbie Williams was attacked at a McDonald’s and
is recovering, and Jean Bales fell last week; Margaret Johnson, Nancy Ebner’s mother, recuperating
from a procedure to have a skin lesion removed from her scalp; Dick Lucco, thankful for improved
PSA numbers, and continuing treatment for a blood clot in his leg; Kristen Starr and family, on the
passing of her husband, Dave, after a lengthy illness and time on hospice; Herb Hedstrom, undergoing
chemo for liver involvement; Eileen Thorpe, undergoing immunotherapy treatments; Connie Speake,
continuing to recuperate at home; Terri Njaa’s daughter Kari Hutson, undergoing treatment for
esophageal cancer; Afghanistan, where the Taliban is restricting girls from going to school, and where
US, UK, German, French, and Irish nationals are attempting evacuation through Taliban-controlled
Kabul airport; Haiti and Mexico, suffering the effects of Hurricane Grace; Karawa Central Pharmacy
in Congo, rebuilding after a lightning strike
After worship today, you are invited to join us for a blessing of the bikes and
of the people who plan to ride those bikes (or stationary bike, or treadmill, or
who wish to walk or run) to raise money for the Biking for Congo Challenge
in October, followed by a time of fellowship on the sidewalk in front of church!
There will be a tutors’ meeting on Monday, September 27, at 4 pm in the parlors. This school year
will be challenging, and we need to think together about the way forward. This meeting is for all
continuing tutors, as well as for anyone interested in tutoring.
The North Park Readers will resume their book discussions via Zoom on Tuesday, September 28,
at 7 pm. This month’s selection is Rules of Civility by Amor Towles. We would be pleased to have
you join us for this conversation. If you are not already on our email list, please contact Jan Olson at
janice.olson65@gmail.com to be added to the list.
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool invites you to a fundraiser at Potbelly Sandwich Shop
on Wednesday, September 29. Bring this flyer to the 4709 N. Lincoln Avenue location between 5 and
8 pm to pick up a sandwich and show your support of the Preschool! Thank you!
A note from the Treasurer: Thank you for your ongoing financial support of North Park Covenant
Church and its ministries and staff. Through August 2021, total income is about $404,000, about
$32,000 behind budget and about $9,000 ahead of 2020 when the 2020 PPP Loan is excluded. Total
expenses through August are about $464,000, which is close to the budgeted amount this time of year
of $466,000. That results in about $60,000 more of expenses than income through August. If you have
any questions or want to see additional details, please contact our Church Treasurer, Scott Applequist.

Continue Heartwalking the Neighborhood with
us! See today’s location at the right. Thank you for
praying for our community!
The texts for today’s introit and special music are
as follows:
Spirit of God
Simon Lole
Spirit of God, enfold me; Spirit of God, wash me;
Spirit of God, fire me; Spirit of God, love me.
I Sat Down Under His Shadow
Edward C. Bairstow
I sat down under his shadow with great delight,
and his fruit was sweet to my taste.
He brought me to the banqueting house,
and his banner over me was love.
I sat down under his shadow.
As you may know, John Wenrich has withdrawn
from consideration for a second term as president
of our denomination, the Evangelical Covenant
Church (ECC). This is an important event for us in
our collective denominational life as we discern how
to act out our faith in the 21st century through our member churches and organizations, and you are
invited to give your views about who the next ECC president should be.
You can read more about this on the News Releases page of the ECC website.
The ECC Presidential Nominating Committee (PNC) has been established to prepare for the
election of a new president at the 2022 Annual Meeting. The PNC has extended an invitation to
Covenanters to respond to the following three questions before September 30, 2021:
1. What attributes and qualities should the president of the Evangelical Covenant Church possess?
2. What are the main areas/issues on the horizon that the president of the Evangelical Covenant
Church will need to address in the next term?
3. Other comments?
Please submit your comments to: PresidentSearch@covchurch.org. If you prefer to use the postal
service, please mail your feedback to: Covenant Governance, Attention: Presidential Nominating
Committee, 8303 W. Higgins Rd., Chicago, IL 60631.

				
The Church Calendar This Week					
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.
9 am
10:30 am
4 pm
6:30 pm

Monday, September 27
Women’s Bible Study (via Zoom)
Staff Meeting (Staff Conference Room)
Tutors’ Meeting (Parlors)
Geezerball (Gym)

8 am
4:15 pm
6 pm

Tuesday, September 28
Men’s Bible Study (Hybrid - ask Ann-Marie for the Zoom link)
Chicago Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Parlors)
Epworth Basketball (Gym)

10 am
5:30 pm
7 pm

Wednesday, September 29
Women’s Bible Study (Large Conference Room)
gather Dinner (South Garden)
Middle-school Youth Group (South Garden)

4:15 pm
6:30 pm

Thursday, September 30
Chicago Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Parlors)
Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Side Balcony, Sanctuary)

1 pm

Friday, October 1
Prayer Group (North Room Prayer Chapel)

8 am
10:30 am

Saturday, October 2
Geezerball (Gym)
Epworth Basketball (Gym)

Sunday, October 3
9:15 am
Sunday School for Preschool through 6th (Junior Chapel)
9:30 am
Adult Formation (Hybrid - ask Ann-Marie for the Zoom link)
10:30 am Worship Service (Sanctuary)
11:45 am Outdoor Coffee Hour (On Sidewalk)
7 pm
High-school Youth Group (South Garden)
7 pm
AA Meeting (Parlors)
				
Our Mission Statement					
We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

North Park Covenant
Church Staff							
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
ext. 525 			
ext. 515
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use
copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Christine Olfelt, Minister of Christian Formation
christineolfelt@npcovenant.org, ext 545
Alison Kuglin, Interim Director of Young Adult Ministry
akuglin@npcovenant.org
Jeanette Mottl, Interim Director of High-school Ministry
jmottl@npcovenant.org
Amanda Stenstrom, Interim Director of Middle-school Ministry
astenstrom@npcovenant.org
Abel Rangel Espinosa, High-school Ministry Intern
arangel@npcovenant.org
Isaly Soto, Middle-school Ministry Intern
isoto@npcovenant.org
Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org
Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org
Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org
Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505
Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

North Park Church
Cooperative Preschool		
Rebecca Edwards,
Administrative Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Head Teacher/
Educational Director
Jennifer Glazier, Assistant Teacher
(773) 463-0055, ext. 520
preschool@npcovenant.org
www.npcovenant.org/npccp
The Friendship Center		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60625
Ross Outten,
Director of Development
(773) 907-6338
npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org
Missionaries We Support
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo,
Latin America
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl,
Field Representatives for Europe

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500
5250 North Christiana Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • 773-463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org

