SEPTEMBER 19, 2021
+ SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST +
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE

Toccata on Kirken (“Built on a Rock”)
arr. Gordon Young
Brian Ward, Organ

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Introduction of Our Youth Ministry Team
Moment for Mission: Biking for Congo

Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

INTROIT								

We Walk by Faith (349)
Dominic German, Baritone

* CALL TO WORSHIP
						
Teach us your way, O Lord,
that we may walk in your truth;
		 give us undivided hearts to honor your name.
We give thanks to you, O God, with our whole heart,
and we glorify your name forever.
		 For you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,
		 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
* OPENING HYMN 35

			

* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 887

from Psalm 86

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
ANTHEM

Bist Du Bei Mir
Johann Sebastian Bach

COMMISSIONING OF OUR LAY LEADERS
READING OF THE SCRIPTURES
Old Testament Reading
New Testament Reading
* Gospel Reading
		 The Word of the Lord.
		 Thanks be to God.

			

Dominic German, Reader
Jeremiah 11:18-20
James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a
Mark 9:30-37

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
* CONGREGATIONAL SONG

MESSAGE

			

You Go Before Me
Brian Ward
Led by Dominic German, Brian Ward, and Maria Ward

							

Christine Olfelt

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory
					
* Doxology 48
* Prayer of Dedication
* CLOSING HYMN 664

				

Thy Holy Wings, O Savior
arr. Terry Osman

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

* BENEDICTION 674
		
Let the Words of the Lord
Dominic will sing the Leader lines, and the congregation will sing the responses.
POSTLUDE

							

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Voluntary in C
John Zundel
arr. Michael Ryan

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with licence #2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved.

You Go Before Me
Brian and Maria Ward

Psalm 139: 1-2, 5-8, 12, 15-18
Allegro
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The 2021 Biking for Congo Challenge
Did you know that some people in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo travel over 50 kilometers (31 miles) on a bicycle
to a hospital, while sick or injured?
And what’s even harder to believe is that when they arrive,
limited medicines, clean water, and medical training
often prevent a person from getting better.
There is a way you can help.

www.paulcarlson.org
Paul Carlson Partnership invites you to join the

2021 Biking for Congo Challenge
as a fun way to use your bicycle or stationary bike
to raise support for the Covenant Church of Congo
healthcare system, UCare4Congo.

What is UCare4Congo?
UCare4Congo supports the entire Covenant Church of
Congo medical system, which includes training healthcare
workers, improving access to clean water in remote villages,
providing regular medicines and supplies, and treatment for
those who can’t afford medical care.

How the Challenge Works
1. You have the whole month of October to ride 50
kilometers (31 miles).
2. Make an individual giving page and create a goal to raise
$1 per kilometer. Try to get as many sponsors as
possible (for example, 10 sponsors who donate at $1 per
kilometer is a total of $500!).
3. Create a team with your family, friends, church, or
youth group and set up a team goal!
4. Share your individual and team updates with your
supporters.
5. Order t-shirts that also support the needs in DR Congo.
6. Celebrate your success on PCP Sunday, November 7,
2021!

Questions?

Please reach out to a member of the Missions Committee:
James Edstrom
Sig Hulburt
Dave Schlensker
Eileen Thorpe
Sue Vandervoort
Janet Young

Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Nancy Bromley, recuperating after having her second hip replacement
surgery this past Tuesday; Rosemary Slaughter’s sister-in-law, Mary Ann Slaughter, hospitalized with
pancreatitis; two friends of Rosemary Slaughter: Debbie Williams was attacked at a McDonald’s and
is recovering, and Jean Bales fell last week; Margaret Johnson, Nancy Ebner’s mother, recuperating
from a procedure to have a skin lesion removed from her scalp; Dick Lucco, thankful for improved
PSA numbers, and continuing treatment for a blood clot in his leg; Kristen Starr and family, on the
passing of her husband, Dave, after a lengthy illness and time on hospice; Helen Ferguson, mourning
the passing of her son, Lace Ferguson; Herb Hedstrom, undergoing chemo for liver involvement;
Eileen Thorpe, undergoing immunotherapy treatments; Connie Speake, home again after a stay in
rehab; Terri Njaa’s daughter Kari Hutson, undergoing treatment for esophageal cancer; Afghanistan,
where the situation changes daily since the Taliban took control; Haiti and Mexico, suffering the
effects of Hurricane Grace; Karawa Central Pharmacy in Congo, rebuilding after a lightning strike
You are invited to join us outside for coffee hour after worship today! Come enjoy some refreshments and a chance to greet one another.
Join us for gather on Wednesday, September 22! Join us at 5:30 in the south garden for our weekly
gather dinner. Bring a chair or blanket to sit on, and enjoy a time of fellowship as we eat together. We
will have these meals as long as the weather holds and will re-evaluate indoor eating as it gets colder.
Our new Interim Director of Young Adult Ministry Director, Alison Kuglin, is in need of a few
pieces of furniture for her new apartment. If you have a couch, armchair, and/or a full-size bed she
could have, please reach out to her directly at akuglin@npcovenant.org. Thank you!
Paul Carlson Partnership has taken on the task of fundraising to help rebuild and restock the
Karawa Central Pharmacy in Congo. To make donations to benefit the Pharmacy Recovery online,
visit www.paulcarlson.org/donate-now and click on Karawa Pharmacy Fire Relief. Or you can send a
check to Paul Carlson Partnership, 8303 W. Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 60631. Be sure to put Karawa
Fire Relief on the check. Thank you!
There will be a tutors’ meeting on Monday, September 27, at 4 pm in the
parlors. This school year will be challenging, and we need to think together
about the way forward. This meeting is for all continuing tutors as well as for
anyone interested in tutoring.
The North Park Readers will resume their book discussions via Zoom on Tuesday, September 28,
at 7 pm. This month’s selection is Rules of Civility by Amor Towles. We would be pleased to have
you join us for this conversation. If you are not already on our email list, please contact Jan Olson at
janice.olson65@gmail.com to be added to the list.

North Park Church Cooperative Preschool
invites you to a fundraiser at Potbelly
Sandwich Shop. On Wednesday, September
29, bring this flyer to the 4709 N. Lincoln
Avenue location between 5 and 8 pm to pick
up a sandwich and show your support of the
Preschool! Thank you!
Continue Heartwalking the Neighborhood with us! See this week’s location at
the right. Thank you for praying for our
community!
The texts for today’s introit and anthem are
as follows:
We Walk by Faith
Music: Samuel McFarland
Text: Henry Alford
We walk by faith, and not by sight;
with gracious words draw near,
O Christ, who spoke as none e’er spoke:
“My peace be with you here.”
We may not touch your hands and side,
nor follow where you trod;
but in your promise we rejoice
and cry, “My Lord and God!”
Bist Du Bei Mir
Johann Sebastian Bach
Bist du bei mir, geh’ ich mit Freuden
zum Sterben und zu meiner Ruh’.
Ach, wie vergnügt wär’ so mein Ende,
es drückten deine schönen Hände
mir die getreuen Augen zu.

If you are with me, I will gladly go
to [my] death and to my rest.
Ah, how pleasant would my end be
if your dear, fair hands shut
my faithful eyes!

					
Church Calendar This Week					
The calendar is available online at www.npcovenant.org/calendar and is updated as changes occur.
9:15 am
10:30 am
6:30 pm

Monday, September 20
Monday Morning Women’s Bible Study (via Zoom)
Staff Meeting (South Garden)
Geezerball (Gym)

7 am
4:15 pm
6 pm

Tuesday, September 21
Men’s Bible Study (via Zoom)
Chicago Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Parlors)
Epworth Basketball (Gym)

10 am
5:30 pm
7 pm

Wednesday, September 22
Women’s Bible Study Resumes (TBD)
gather Meal (South Garden)
Middle-school Youth Group Resumes (Middle-school Youth Room)

4:15 pm
6:30 pm

Thursday, September 23
Chicago Children’s Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary Side Balcony)

8 am
10:30 am
4 pm

Saturday, September 25
Geezerball (Gym)
Epworth Basketball (Gym)
Dugan Bassett/Adell Wedding Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

9:15 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
1 pm
3 pm
4 pm
7 pm
7 pm

Sunday, September 26
Adult Formation (Parlors)
Sunday School (Various Rooms)
Worship (Sanctuary)
Confirmation (South Garden)
Dugan Bassett/Adell Wedding (Sanctuary)
Dugan Bassett/Adell Reception (South Garden)
High-school Youth Group Resumes (The Attic Youth Room)
AA Meeting (Parlors)

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Christine Olfelt, Minister of Christian Formation Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
christineolfelt@npcovenant.org, ext. 545
bward@npcovenant.org
Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.nppreschool.com • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • www.npcovenant.org/npccp
Becky Edwards, Administrative Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Head Teacher/Educational Director
Jennifer Glazier, Assistant Teacher
				 The North Park Friendship Center					
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6388 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development
				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl, Field Representatives in Europe
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