
AUGUST 29, 2021
+ FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST +

ONLINE WORSHIP

PRELUDE     Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
Douglas E. Wagner
Brian Ward, Organ

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Christine Olfelt and Jeff Hunter

* CALL TO WORSHIP           from Psalm 15, NLT
 Who may worship in your sanctuary, Lord?
      Who may enter your presence on your holy hill? 
 Those who lead blameless lives and do what is right,
      speaking the truth from sincere hearts.
 Jesus, make us to be a people like that.

 Those who refuse to gossip
      or harm their neighbors
      or speak evil of their friends.
 Jesus, make us to be a people like that.

 Those who despise flagrant sinners,
      and honor the faithful followers of the Lord,
      and keep their promises even when it hurts.
 Jesus, make us to be a people like that.

 Those who lend money without charging interest,
      and who cannot be bribed to lie about the innocent.
 Jesus, make us to be a people like that, for such people will stand firm forever.

* OPENING HYMN 732      Lift Every Voice and Sing

* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)



* PASSING OF THE PEACE
 May the Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
 And also with you.

SPECIAL MUSIC      The Gift of Love
English Folk Melody, arr. Hal H. Hopson

Carol Olfelt, Soprano; Ann-Marie Frisk, Alto; Dominic German, Bass

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES     Alyssa Anderson, Reader
 Old Testament Reading      Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
 Epistle Reading         James 1:17-27
 * Gospel Reading       Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
  The Word of the Lord.
  Thanks be to God.

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN      Christine Olfelt

MESSAGE          Jeff Hunter

PASTORAL PRAYER

CONGREGATIONAL SONG      Your Love, Oh Lord 
Brad Avery, David Carr, Mac Powell, Mark D. Lee, Tai Anderson

1999 New Spring (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.)
Kobalt Music Copyrights SARL (Admin. by Kobalt Music Publishing America, Inc.)

Led by Dominic German, Anders Johnson, Samantha Johnson, and Brian Ward

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
 Invitation to Generosity
 Offertory         Holiness

Scott Underwood
1995 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Integrity Music)

 * Doxology 48
 * Prayer of Dedication

* CLOSING HYMN 269     Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun

* BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE           The Solid Rock (433)
arr. Brent Olstad

Catherine Werner, Violin; Sandy Edstrom, Piano

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.
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Brad Avery, David Carr, Mac Powell, 
Mark D. Lee, Tai Anderson



Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License # 2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved. 





Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online! 
We’re glad you’re here. 

For your prayers this week: Dick Lucco, recently hospitalized for blood clots in his leg and lung; 
the east coast, in the path of Hurricane Henri; one of Joel Olfelt’s students, fatally shot in the  
Rogers Park neighborhood; leaders of the Paul Carlson Partnership as they arrive in Congo this 
week, and the Medical Ambassadors team that hopes to meet them in Congo next week; Roger 
Nelson and family, mourning the passing of his brother Lloyd; Roger Nelson’s son and daughter-
in-law, Mark and Lisa, and their son, Tyler, all diagnosed with COVID-19; Anna and Peter Kim’s 
11-year-old daughter, Eva, doing really well, even after a setback with a blood infection; Winnetka  
Covenant Church, burglarized and their new bus stolen; Central Conference Superintendent  
Danny Martinez and family, as their home was hit by a mini-tornado and suffered damage; the  
family of Chicago police officer Ella French, killed in the line of duty on August 7; Chicago police 
officer Carlos Yanez, in critical condition after being shot on August 7; Haiti, hit with a 7.2-magnitude 
earthquake and suffering damage from Hurricane Grace; Afghanistan, as the Taliban has taken control; 
Herb Hedstrom, undergoing chemo for liver involvement; Eileen Thorpe, undergoing immunother-
apy treatments; Covenant Living Windsor Park, experiencing a COVID outbreak; Connie Speake, 
home again after a stay in rehab; Karawa Central Pharmacy in Congo, rebuilding after a lightning 
strike hit it; Helen Ferguson’s son, Lace Ferguson, on hospice care; Terri Njaa’s daughter Kari Hutson,  
undergoing treatment for esophageal cancer 

Update from the Treasurer: Thank you for your continued financial support to North Park Covenant 
Church in 2021. Our envelope offering year-to-date through July is $297,000 (budgeted amount was 
$303,000) so we are slightly behind on envelope offering. Our total income through July is $358,000 
(budgeted amount was $383,000). The total expenses are about $405,000 (budgeted amount was 
$411,000). So while our actual expenses are a little lower than the budgeted amount, our actual  
expenses are above our income by about $50,000. If you have additional questions, or would like to 
see other details, please reach out to Scott at treasurer@npcovenant.org. 

Part-time Childcare Position in North Park Neighborhood: A Christian family in the neighbor-
hood is looking for a babysitter to watch their two children (ages 1 and 4) in their home three days 
a week starting as soon as possible. Someone with experience caring for young and active children is 
preferred. If you are interested in applying, please contact Pastor Libby. 

Women of the Central Conference of the Evangelical Covenant Church are invited to attend 
Vision 2021, a weekend retreat at Covenant Harbor (Lake Geneva, WI) from September 10-12. The 
theme is Walk by Faith (2 Corinthians 5:7), and the speaker of the weekend will be Ramelia Williams, 
Director of Ministry Initiatives for the Love Mercy Do Justice mission priority of the ECC. To register, 
visit covenantharbor.org/fall-fellowship. 

mailto:treasurer@npcovenant.org
http://covenantharbor.org/fall-fellowship


Continue Heartwalking the Neighborhood 
with us! See this week’s location at the right. 
Thank you for praying for our community!

On Saturday, September 18, we will hold a 
Virtual Prayer Vigil, from 7 am through 9 pm. 
Those who wish to pray for our church, commu-
nity, country, and world are invited to sign up 
for a half-hour slot. To sign up, please click here. 

On Saturday, September 18, join us for a Pet 
Blessing! Those with furry, feathery, or fishy 
friends are invited to bring them to the south 
garden at 10 am for a time of blessing

Immanuel Covenant Church (5210 N. Washt-
enaw) will hold a free vaccination date on  
Saturday, September 4. Call (773) 784-6622 
or email office@immanuelcov.org and be  
prepared to give your name, desired appointment 
time, and phone number. For more information, 
please visit www.immanuelcov.org/events. 

The North Park Community Market is now 
accepting P-EBT and Link cards. The remaining dates for the market are September 19 and October 
17. For more information on the market, click here.

A combined memorial service will be held for Craig and Dotty Anderson on Saturday, October 9, 
at 11 am at Bethesda Covenant Church (2101 E. State St., Rockford, IL 61104). Memorials may be 
directed to the Benevolent fund at Covenant Living, 9215 W. Broward Blvd., Plantation, FL 33324.

The text for today’s special music is as follows:

The Gift of Love
English Folk Melody, arr. Hal H. Hopson

Though I may speak with bravest fire, and have the gift to all inspire,
and have not love, my words are vain, as sounding brass and hopeless gain. 

Though I may give all I posses, and striving so my love profess,
but not be giv’n by love within, the profit soon turns strangely thin.

Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control, our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide ev’ry deed. By this we worship and are freed. Amen.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12HG37RpMrVuhwK3yK8IUpNwjaJU3ozUfVPM3NlBY4tY/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:office@immanuelcov.org
http://www.immanuelcov.org/events
https://northparkcommunitymarket.org/


We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

            North Park Church Cooperative Preschool    
www.npcovenant.org/npccp • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org  

Rebecca Edwards, Administrative Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Head Teacher/Educational Director • Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher

             The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry    
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625

www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org 
Ross Outten, Director of Development

N o r t h   P a r k   C o v e n a n t   C h u r c h
5250  North  Christiana  Avenue •  Chicago,  Illinois  60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org 

             Missionaries We Support     
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska 
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America 

Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl, Field Representatives for Europe

Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525

Christine Olfelt, Minister of Christian Formation 
christineolfelt@npcovenant.org, ext. 545

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

           Church Staff      

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

http://www.npcovenant.org/npccp
mailto:preschool@npcovenant.org
http://www.friendshipcenterchicago.org
mailto:npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
mailto:christineolfelt@npcovenant.org
http:// ext, 545

