North Park Covenant Church

MAY 16, 2021
+ ASCENSION SUNDAY +
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE						
							
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			
INTROIT				

Trumpet Song
Lani Smith
Brian Ward, Organ
Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter
Alleluia, Sing to Jesus (267, verse 1)
Dominic German, Baritone

* CALL TO WORSHIP 							
Psalm 1
							
Hymnal selection 779, with sung response 2
* OPENING HYMN 265				

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!

* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)
* PASSING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
READING OF THE SCRIPTURES					
Scott Applequist, Reader
Easter Season Acts Reading						
Acts 1:1-11
New Testament Reading							
1 John 5:9-13
* Gospel Reading									 John 17:6-19
		 The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
		
* Sung Response 251							
Easter Song

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
SPECIAL MUSIC				

And Can It Be That I Should Gain
Words by Bob Kauflin
Music by Thomas Campbell, arr. Bob Kauflin

MESSAGE									

Libby Piotrowski

* CONGREGATIONAL SONG						

Fairest Lord Jesus
arr. Brian Ward
Led by Brian Ward, Catherine Werner, and Matt Werner

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory								
* Sung Response 24, verses 1 and 2 				
* Prayer of Dedication
* CLOSING HYMN 695					

Upward Reflection
Donna J. Krieger
Alleluia, Alleluia Give Thanks

Lord, You Give the Great Commision

* RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION				
adapted from Nathan Nettleton
As you go out into the world, may your words and your lives bear witness
to the Christ who has ascended to be everywhere present.
And as you come to know him, may God give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation,
may Christ Jesus lift up his hands and bless you,
and may the Spirit open to you all the riches of Christ’s inheritance.
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, in the name of Christ. Amen.
POSTLUDE							

* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Crown Him with Many Crowns
David H. Hegarty

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License # 2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved.
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Eileen Thorpe and family, mourning the passing of her brother Arvid
Adell on Thursday evening; Jim Hosek, recovering well following hernia surgery last Monday; Dick
Lucco, following a visit to M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston to meet with an oncologist and
determine next best steps in treatment; India, as they experience a surge of COVID cases and related
deaths; the Hindustani Covenant Church, mourning the loss of seven pastors to COVID; RosaLinda Canchola and 14 members of her family, all improving in their COVID-19 diagnoses;
Michael Pizarro, released from the Maryland Department of Corrections and making arrangements
to return to his new apartment in Chicago; ElenaClaire Lundquist, as she recovers from surgery
following the difficult birth of Michael Jeffrey Lundquist on April 26; Peter and Anna Kim, missionaries in Taiwan, continuing to adjust to life in a new country; Craig Wickstrom, missionary to Congo,
awaiting review of his ministry and travel proposals; Aaron and Liesel Klinefelter, adjusting to life in
Holland, MI
From Christine Olfelt: I am excited to come on board at North Park Covenant Church in the capacity of Minister of Christian Formation. With the aim of ministering to real people with real needs in
our congregation and our community, I will start calling each of the adults in the congregation soon.
Here are the questions I will be asking—please be considering your responses:
1. What feeds your soul? For what do you hunger? (This could be a “spiritual” answer, or it could
be secular.)
2. How would you tell the story of God at work at North Park Covenant Church?
The North Park Readers will meet via Zoom on Tuesday, May 25, at 6:45 pm. The book for discussion will be The War that Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley. This historical fiction novel
is written for pre-teens and early teens but has appeal for a wide age range of readers. It tells the story
of a young girl with disabilities who is evacuated from London during World War II, and is a powerful, moving story about resilience and creating family in the midst of difficult circumstances. If you
would like to join the discussion, but are not on the book club’s email list, please contact Jan Olson at
janice.olson65@gmail.com.
Inter-cultural Intelligence Training One of the areas of growth for many of us at NPCC is in the
work of becoming more intentionally anti-racist. We have had a couple of book groups and conversations going, and we have now been offered the opportunity by the Love Mercy, Do Justice team of
the Covenant to have eight to 12 of us participate in ICI (Inter-cultural Intelligence) training for free!
The commitment involves taking a couple of inventory tests and then meeting with the coaches to
assess your inter-cultural intelligence and ways you can continue to grow. The time commitment is 5
to 8 hours, over the course of a few weeks, and would begin within the next month or so. If you are
interested in being part of this group, please let Pastor Libby or Pastor Jeff know by Monday, May 31,
so they can make arrangements with the coaches.

Continue Heartwalking the Neighborhood with
us! See this week’s location at right. Thank you for
praying for our community!
Through friends of Redeemer Life Covenant
Church in Vernon Hills, Pastors Libby and
Jeff have been made aware of a refugee family
living in our neighborhood and seeking connection. They are a Christian family from Pakistan,
living in the States now for about 2½ years. Their
English is limited, but we are seeking ways to build
a relationship with them in the coming weeks and
months. They have several children ranging in age
from 11 to 21. If you are interested in getting to
know this family and helping us build connections,
please reach out to Pastor Libby or Pastor Jeff.
Plant Sale! Most years in Chicago, it’s safe to plant
your garden after Mother’s Day, so on Saturday,
May 22 (8:30 am to noon), and Sunday, May 23
(noon to 2 pm), we’ll have a plant sale. You can
purchase tomatoes, herbs, geraniums, coleus, and
other bedding plants at a low cost and help send
a child to camp at the same time. We’ll be on the
sidewalk along Christiana, so bring some shopping
bags, some friends, and some cash or your checkbook, and leave with marvelous plants. Nothing tastes as good as a tomato picked in the sunshine from
your own garden!
Swedish Hospital is now offering COVID-19 vaccines to patients age 12 and up. Vaccine recipients must be a Chicago resident or a patient of a Swedish physician. Anyone under the age of 18 must
have a legal guardian or parent present with them. Starting Monday, May 17, walk-in hours are from
10 am to 2 pm, and appointments can be made between 7 am and 3 pm. Appointments can be made
through NorthShore Connect. For more information, please visit Swedish Hospital’s COVID-19
Vaccine website.
Heartland Health Centers is offering COVID-19 vaccines in the gymnasium at Northeastern
Illinois University (reached via the NEIU access road north of Foster and west of St. Louis). Walk-ins
are welcome. Those in need are welcome to sign up at the front desk or call (872) 250-6637 for more
information.

Humboldt Park Health (1044 N. Francisco) is offering free COVID-19 vaccines to those age 16
and older. Their hours are Monday through Friday 9 am to 4 pm and Saturday 9 am to 2 pm. No
appointment is needed, and you can call (773) 292-8200 if you have questions.
It’s time to order offering envelopes! If you receive offering envelopes and wish to continue receiving
them, you do not need to take any action. However, if you receive them and do not wish to receive
them, or if you do not receive them and you do wish to receive them, please let me know by the end
of the day on Tuesday, May 25. Thank you!
The Chicago Children’s Choir is holding another round of Enrichment Sessions from May 17
through June 12. If you have a student age 8 through 18 who might be interested, you can learn more
and enroll here.
Swedish Hospital invites you to their Annual Benefit Gala, which gathers together guests for a
night of dining and dancing to raise funds for a good cause. This year’s Gala, which will take place on
November 13, 2021, will raise funds that support the mission of Swedish Hospital. These programs
directly impact the neediest members of our community, our neighbors and our friends, and those
who have nowhere else to go to get their health care needs addressed.
Learn more about how you can sponsor the event.
If you are interested in donating to the silent auction, please call Ellen at (773) 878-2492 or email
ekarp@schosp.org.
For more details, please contact them at (773) 293-5121 or schfoundation@schosp.org.
The text for today’s special music is as follows:
And Can It Be That I Should Gain
Words by Bob Kauflin
Music by Thomas Campbell, arr. Bob Kauflin
And can it be that I should gain an interest in my Savior’s blood?
Died he for me, who caused his pain? For me, who scorned his perfect love.
Amazing love, how can it be that you, my God, would die for me?
You left your Father’s throne above, so free and infinite your grace.
Emptied yourself of all but love, and bled for Adam’s helpless race.
Amazing love, how can it be that you, my God, would die for me?
Boldly I come before your throne to claim your mercy immense and free.
No greater love will e’er be known, for O, my God, it found out me.
Amazing love, how can it be that you, my God, would die for me?

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Christine Olfelt, Minister of Christian Formation,
christineolfelt@npcovenant.org, ext. 545

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.npcovenant.org/npccp • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org
Rebecca Edwards, Interim Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Lead Teacher • Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl, Field Representatives for Europe
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