MAY 9, 2021
+ SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER +
SENIOR SUNDAY
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE									

Holy, Holy, Holy
arr. Anna Laura Page
Brian Ward, Organ

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			
INTROIT						

Sing a New Song to the Lord
Brian Ward
Sunday School Children

* CALL TO WORSHIP 				

from Psalm 98
written by Rebecca Gaudino

Sing to God a new song,
for God has done marvelous things!
Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth,
for God is still doing marvelous things!
Let the seas roar and the floods clap their hands!
For God is coming to judge the world with righteousness.
God is coming to judge the world with equity.
Sing to God a new song!
* OPENING HYMN 276						
* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)

Spirit of the Living God

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
VOCAL SOLO								

Bright and Beautiful
arr. Mark Hayes
Dominic German, Baritone

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES					
Emma Manning, Reader
Easter Season Acts Reading							
Acts 10:44-48
New Testament Reading							
1 John 5:1-6
* Gospel Reading								
John 15:9-17
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
		
* Sung Response 251							
Easter Song
WORD FOR THE CHILDREN				
TESTIMONIES FROM HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
MEDITATION								
* CONGREGATIONAL SONG					

Cody Taylor

10,000 Reasons
Jonas Myrin and Matt Redman

2011 Atlas Mountain Songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing); sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing);
Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing); worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

Led by Dominic German, Jeff Hunter, and Brian Ward

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory							
* Sung Response 246, verses 1 and 2				
* Prayer of Presentation
* CLOSING HYMN 442				

My Faith Looks Up to Thee
Lowell Mason
Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks
Savior in Thy Love Abiding

* BENEDICTION 				
POSTLUDE								Étude Op. 25, No. 12 (Ocean)
Frédéric Chopin
Johannes Clifton-Soderstrom, Piano
* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License # 2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved.
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Dick Lucco, following a visit to M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in
Houston to meet with an oncologist and determine next best steps in treatment; Jim Hosek, done
with a six-week series of radiation treatments and anticipating hernia surgery tomorrow; India, as they
experience a surge of COVID cases and related deaths; the Hindustani Covenant Church, mourning the loss of seven pastors to COVID; RosaLinda Canchola and 14 members of her family, all
diagnosed with COVID-19 with two of them hospitalized; Michael Pizarro, released from the
Maryland Department of Corrections and making arrangements to return to his new apartment
in Chicago; ElenaClaire and Mark Lundquist, as ElenaClaire recovers from surgery following the
difficult birth of Michael Jeffrey Lundquist on April 26; Peter and Anna Kim, missionaries in Taiwan,
continuing to adjust to life in a new country; Craig Wickstrom, missionary to Congo, awaiting review
of his ministry and travel proposals; Aaron and Liesel Klinefelter, adjusting to life in Holland, MI
The flowers at the front of the church this morning are given by Eileen Thorpe in memory of Roger
and in honor of Mother’s Day and all of the women who have contributed so much to enrich the lives
of each of us.
Through friends of Redeemer Life Covenant Church in Vernon Hills, Pastors Libby and Jeff have
been made aware of a refugee family living in our neighborhood and seeking connection. They
are a Christian family from Pakistan and have been living in the States now for about 21/2 years. Their
English is limited, but we are seeking ways to build a relationship with them in the coming weeks and
months. They have several children ranging in age from 11 to 21. If you are interested in getting to
know this family and helping us build connections, please reach out to Pastor Libby or Pastor Jeff.
From Christine Olfelt: I am excited to come on board at North Park Covenant Church in the capacity of Minister of Christian Formation. With the aim of ministering to real people with real needs in
our congregation and our community, I will start calling each of the adults in the congregation soon.
Here are the questions I will be asking—please be considering your responses:
1. What feeds your soul? For what do you hunger? (This could be a “spiritual” answer, or it could
be secular.)
2. How would you tell the story of God at work at North Park Covenant Church?
Plant Sale! Most years in Chicago, it’s safe to plant your garden after Mother’s
Day, so on Saturday, May 22 (8:30 am to noon), and Sunday, May 23 (noon to 2
pm), we’ll have a plant sale. You can purchase tomatoes, herbs, geraniums, coleus,
and other bedding plants at a low cost and help send a child to camp at the same
time. We’ll be on the sidewalk along Christiana, so bring some shopping bags,
some friends, and some cash or your checkbook, and leave with marvelous plants.
Nothing tastes as good as a tomato picked in the sunshine from your own garden!

The North Park Readers will meet via Zoom on Tuesday, May 25, at 6:45 pm. The book for discussion will be The War that Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley. This historical fiction novel is
written for pre-teens and early teens but has appeal for a wide age range of readers. It tells the story of
a young girl with disabilities who is evacuated from London during World War II, and is a powerful,
moving story about resilience and creating family in the midst of difficult circumstances. If you would
like to join the discussion, but are not on the book club’s email list, please contact Jan Olson at
janice.olson65@gmail.com.
It’s time to order offering envelopes! If you receive offering envelopes and wish to continue receiving
them, you do not need to take any action. However, if you receive them and do not wish to receive
them, or if you do not receive them and you do wish to receive them, please let me know by the end
of the day on Tuesday, May 25. Thank you!
Heartland Health Centers is offering COVID-19 vaccines in the gymnasium at Northeastern
Illinois University (reached via the NEIU access road north of Foster and west of St. Louis). Walk-ins
are welcome. Those in need are welcome to sign up at the front desk or call (872) 250-6637 for more
information.

OUR SENIORS
From left to right: Emma Manning (counselor), Claire Schlensker (Walter Payton College
Prep High School), Analena Schiller (Chicago High School for the Arts), Sofie Piotrowski
(Niles West High School), Lindsay Creeth (Lane Tech College Prep High School), Johannes
Clifton-Soderstrom (Lane Tech College Prep High School), Matt Starr (Lane Tech College
Prep High School), Gavin Trotter (Lane Tech College Prep High School), Charlie Knutson
(Pathways in Education High School), Noah Reese-Clauson (Latin School of Chicago),
Cody Taylor (Youth Pastor), Katie Gustafson (counselor), Aaron Klinefelter (counselor)

The text for today’s vocal solo is as follows:
Bright and Beautiful
(A Children’s Suite)
arr. Mark Hayes
Praise Him, praise Him, all ye little children,
God is love, God is love;
Love Him, love Him, all ye little children,
God is love, God is love;
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,
all things wise and wonderful, our dear God made them all.
Each little flow’r that opens, each little bird that sings:
God made their glowing colors and made their tiny wings
All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small,
all things wise and wonderful, our dear God made them all.
The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun,
the ripe fruits in the garden: God made them ev’ry one.
Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so;
little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong.
Yes! Jesus loves me! Oh, yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
God loves us, one and all!

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Christine Olfelt, Volunteer Pastor of Christian
Formation, christineolfelt@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.npcovenant.org/npccp • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org
Rebecca Edwards, Interim Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Lead Teacher • Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl, Field Representatives for Europe
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