APRIL 4, 2021
+ EASTER SUNDAY +
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE								

Christ Is Risen
Matt Maher, Mia Fieldes

2009 spiritandsong.com (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Be Essential Songs (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC)
Upside Down Under (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC)

Ann-Marie Frisk, Alto; Dominic German, Cajon;
Anders Johnson, Guitar; Brian Ward, Tenor and Piano
INTROIT							

The Lord Is Risen!
Hal H. Hopson
Garry Arkema, Nancy Murakami, and Eileen Thorpe, Handbells
Carol Olfelt, Soprano; Linnea Olfelt, Soprano;
Ann-Marie Frisk, Alto; Brian Ward, Tenor; Dominic German, Bass

* PROCESSIONAL HYMN 258				

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 			

Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

* CALL TO WORSHIP
written by Amy Loving, based on Psalm 118
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!
Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; God’s steadfast love endures forever!
God’s steadfast love endures forever!
The Lord is our strength and might;
today, the Lord has become our salvation!
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
This is God’s handiwork, and it is marvelous in our eyes!
This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it!
* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)
* PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Risen Christ be with you.
And also with you.
ANTHEM							

Rise Up My Love, My Fair One
Healey Willan

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES
Karen Darelius, Reader
Old Testament Reading								 Isaiah 25:6-9
New Testament Reading						
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
* Gospel Reading									 Mark 16:1-8
		 The Word of the Lord.
		 Thanks be to God.
* Sung Response 251						
Easter Song
WORD FOR THE CHILDREN					

* HYMN 259

’Twas the Morning of Easter
written by Glenys Nellist
Cody Taylor

								

MESSAGE						

Christ Is Alive!

Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

* CONGREGATIONAL SONG						

In Christ Alone
Keith Getty, Stuart Townend

2001 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
The Great Thanksgiving (Insert)
Sharing the Feast
		
Communion Music						

The Savior Is Waiting
arr. John F. Wilson
Because He Lives
arr. John F. Wilson

Prayer of Thanksgiving
		 Holy, gracious, God, here at this table your promise of life is made tangible.
We have rested in the depth of your love;
we have tasted your nourishing, nurturing presence;
we accept you into our bodies, into our lives.
Together, at this table, you have offered us life.
Together, by your grace, we accept the life you offer.
And we give you thanks. Amen.
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS			
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory								
* Responsive Hymn 246, verses 1 and 2			
* Prayer of Presentation

Rejoice, the Lord Is King
Gordon Young
Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks

* CLOSING HYMN 257					

The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done

* BENEDICTION
“I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord.
May Christ’s rising lift your spirits and gladden your hearts.
Alleluia! Amen!
All those who believe in Christ will never perish.
May you pass with Christ from death to life.
Alleluia! Amen!
Christ has gone to prepare a place for us. May his resurrection
bring you all joy and peace in believing so that you may abound in hope.
Alleluia! Amen!
Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—bless you now and forever.
Alleluia! Amen!
POSTLUDE										
Hallelujah
		
from Messiah
		
George Frideric Handel
* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License # 2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved.

In Christ Alone
Stuart Townend and Keith Getty
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A Great Thanksgiving for Easter Morning
adapted from Spacious Faith

Dear Church, let us come out of the darkness and join together in the light of God’s love. You
are invited to this table of life as we join with each other and seek communion with God.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to our Creator.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give you our thanks and
praise, O God! You created the world by speaking life into being. You placed within us and
within each plant and animal of your creation amazing abilities to form and nurture new life,
so that your creation might be renewed, reborn, season by season, child by child. You covenanted with your people and gave them Law that showed the way of Life—a path of peace,
justice, mercy, reverence, love.
You provided wise men and women as judges for your people to show them the path to Life.
You called forth prophets who dared to speak the truth of Life to worldly powers that promoted death. You sent Jesus, your Son, to walk in the way of Life—that we might follow. He
suffered and died because of his refusal to participate in the death-dealing violence of the
world. He rose again in victory because the powers of death cannot overcome the Divine
power of Life. And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending song:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God. Hosanna
in the highest.
You are holy, O God of Life, and holy is Jesus Christ, your Son, the resurrected One.
You sent your only-begotten Son, in whom your fullness dwells, to be for us the way, the truth,
and the life. Revealing your love, radiating your life, Jesus taught those who listened to him,
healed those who believed in him, received all who sought him.
He enacted peace in the midst of violence, love in the face of hate.
He offered Divine Life to all people suffering under worldly forces of death.
We thank you, God, for the incredible gift of Jesus, the Word made flesh.
Through his resurrection Life you gave birth to your church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made us a new people.

It is as the renewed, redeemed, enlivened people of God
that we gather this morning and remember together that on the night before he died, Jesus
took bread, and after giving thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, after supper, saying:
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.
Longing to experience and share the fullness of Life that you offer,
we take these gifts that you have given us, this bread and this cup,
and celebrate with joy the eternal Life offered to us through Jesus Christ.
Accept our praise and thanksgiving,
accept our lives as holy offerings to you,
that in losing our life we might find true Life
and proclaim the Resurrected Christ, who offers life to all.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Lord Jesus, come in glory.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and cup.
By your Spirit, unite us with the living Christ and with all who seek to follow in his life-giving
way, that we may further your reign of peace and justice in every place.
In the eating of this bread, as Christ’s body, and in the sharing of this cup, as Christ’s blood, we
invite your life to fill us; we invite your Spirit to lead us ever more faithfully to be the body of
Christ in the world. All glory and honor are yours, eternal God, now and forever.
Amen.
The texts for today’s introit and anthem are as follows:
The Lord Is Risen!
Hal H. Hopson

Rise Up, My Love, My Fair One
Healy Willan

The Lord is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed!
Alleluia!

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away;
for lo, the winter is past;
the rain is over and gone;
the flowers appear upon the earth;
the time of the singing of birds is come;
arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.

Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Su and Andrew Chase-Ziolek, as they welcome Matthew Philip into
their family; the city of Minneapolis and our nation, as the trial of Derek Chauvin, who is accused
of killing George Floyd, takes place; James and Rachel Ventress, missionaries in Alaska, grateful for
God’s provision in their life and ministry; James Edstrom, his fellow teachers, and their students,
navigating the challenges of teaching and learning during a pandemic; Joline Paska, mourning the
passing of her uncle LeRoy Schultz; Abel Fernandez, mourning the passing of his mother, Juana
Fernandez-Jimenez; Jim Hosek, beginning a six-week series of radiation treatments; Dick Lucco,
thanks you for your continued prayers; those involved in and affected by recent mass shootings in
Boulder, CO, and Chicago’s Greater Grand Crossing neighborhood; our Asian American brothers
and sisters, facing xenophobia, discrimination, and violence; Kayla Feil, whose mother has been
battling breast cancer that has spread to her brain; Marti and Nabil Hindaileh’s nephew, Victor
Hindaileh, and his family, most of whom are sick with COVID, and his parents, Samir and Jennette,
who live with them
The rosebud at the front of the sanctuary today announces the birth of Jenna Joy Peterman, born
to Britta and Eric Peterman on Tuesday, March 30. Dawn
and Ted Helwig are the proud and happy grandparents.
There will be no Zoom coffee hour after worship today,
but we will resume next week, April 11.

The beautiful flowers at the front
of our sanctuary were donated
generously by Tina Skorey at
Tea Rose Flower Shop.
5203 N. Kimball Avenue
Chicago, IL 60625
(773) 588-5588
Tina grew up and resides in the North
Park Neighborhood, having moved here in
1979. Tina worked as a wedding and event
florist for 17 years before opening her own
flower shop. She was also instrumental
in helping her mother, Merla, open her
restaurant, Merla’s Kitchen, next door.

On Sunday, April 18, we will hold the second half
of the Congregational Annual Meeting following
worship. The agenda for the meeting will include voting
for the members of the boards, committees, and executive leadership positions. The Zoom link will be shared
during the online worship service.
April is Poetry Month, and the North Park Readers
will be focusing on the works of Wendell Berry at their
meeting this month. Berry is described as “a novelist,
poet, essayist, environmental activist, cultural critic, and
farmer.” The Chicago Public Library has a good selection
of his poetry, and if you would like to join the discussion
on Tuesday, April 27, at 6:45 pm, via Zoom, we would
be delighted to have you. Please contact Jan Olson at
janice.olson65@gmail.com to be added to the group’s
email list.with us! See this week’s location at the right.

Continue Heartwalking the Neighborhood
with us! See this week’s location at the right.
Thank you for praying for our neighborhood!
We invite you to join us on Friday, April 16,
for a community Take-away Soup Dinner!
Stop by, grab your soup, and take it to enjoy at
home. Each serving will come with a complimentary NPCC mug to eat your soup in! Soup
can be picked up between 5 and 6:30 pm outside
of the church. Pre-orders are required, and a
donation of $5/serving—for camping scholarships—is suggested. We will have four different
soups to choose from: Greek Lemon Chicken (Gluten-free), Chicken Tortilla (GF), Beef
Chili (GF), and Vegetarian Minestrone. Please
pre-order your soup prior to Sunday, April 11.
Cash and checks will be accepted at the event,
or you can donate online by clicking here. If
donating online, please use the “Camping Fund”
designation. If you have any questions, please
reach out to Pastor Cody.
Want to share your SNAP funds from CPS
with people in need? If your family is receiving
a SNAP grocery card from CPS and doesn’t need
to use it for your own household groceries, would
you consider donating it to the Friendship Center Food Pantry? The most effective way to do so would
be to buy groceries for your family using the SNAP card and make a financial gift to the Friendship
Center from the money you save. Because the Friendship Center is able to buy food through the
Greater Chicago Food Depository at extremely low (and sometimes subsidized) prices, that method
would result in the greatest amount of groceries to share with those in need. Alternately, the Friendship
Center always accepts donations of items, and their current list of high-priority items is as follows:
· Feminine Hygiene Products
· Size 5 Diapers
· Lentils (Dry)
· Black Beans (Dry)
· White Rice (small bags)
· Canned Tuna & Chicken

· Shampoo
· Bars of Soap
· Shopping Bags (especially PAPER!)
Thank you for your ongoing support of
the Friendship Center!

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.npcovenant.org/npccp • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org
Rebecca Edwards, Interim Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Lead Teacher • Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl, Field Representatives for Europe
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