FEBRUARY 21, 2021
+ FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT +
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE							

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			

Come, Teach Me Your Way
arr. Brian Ward
Brian Ward, Organ
Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

INTROIT							

Bless Us, O God
Richard Shephard
Carol Olfelt, Soprano; Ann-Marie Frisk, Alto; Dominic German, Baritone

* CALL TO WORSHIP 								
Psalm 25
Hymnal selection 793 with sung response
* OPENING HYMN 219					

I Will Sing the Wondrous Story

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION 				
written by Thom Shuman
We admit we are hesitant to walk to Jerusalem and beyond with you, God of Glory. In a
world where we worry about tomorrow before enjoying today, we race by your moments
of silence, of learning. In that flood of worries, which can overwhelm us, we may miss
that assurance that you have not cut us off from your grace. In the deserts of our desires,
we may ignore that feast of hope, of joy, of life you offer to us. Forgive us and have mercy
on us, Gentle Guardian of our souls. In humility, may we offer our lives to others. In love,
may we share your grace with everyone we meet. In hope, may we wait for you all our
days, as you come to us in the life and joy of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.
* SILENCE
* WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In this place we find God’s word, God’s way,
God’s love, God’s forgiveness.
What more do we need to sustain us
as we continue as pilgrims along the Way?
In every wilderness, on every road;
in every moment, in every life;
in every journey, in every heart,
we receive the daily bread we need—
God’s hope, God’s mercy, God’s joy.
Thanks be to God, we are forgiven. Amen.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
READING OF THE SCRIPTURES						Kendall Trinter, Reader
Old Testament Reading								 Genesis 9:8-17
New Testament Reading								1 Peter 3:18-22
* Gospel Reading									 Mark 1:9-15
		 The Word of the Lord.
		 Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM							

Drop, Drop, Slow Tears
Orlando Gibbons

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
MESSAGE									
* CONGREGATIONAL SONG						
								

Libby Piotrowski

You Never Let Go
Beth and Matt Redman

2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

Led by Dominic German, Anders Johnson, Carol Olfelt, and Brian Ward
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory								 ’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus
William J. Kirkpatrick
* Doxology 48
* Prayer of Dedication
* CLOSING HYMN 224						

Beneath the Cross of Jesus

* RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION					
It was never promised
that you will not be tempted,
not thrown into turmoil,
not stumble or fall,
but that by grace you will be saved, through trusting God.
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

written by Bruce Pewter

Grace is a free gift of God.
Gift. Just ongoing gift.
For me. For you.
Let it be, dear Lord, let it be.
You have a destiny to inherit,
over which the angels in heaven marvel.
The quiet strength of Christ,
the humble power of God,
and the pervasive light of the Spirit,
is yours
today and always.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE							
		
				
* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Postlude in F minor
Léon Boëllmann

You Never Let Go
Beth andMatt
MattRedman
Redman
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Marti and Nabil Hindaileh’s nephew, Victor Hindaileh, very sick with
COVID-19, and Victor’s elderly, frail parents, Samir and Jennette, who live with him; the family
of Lois Weborg, who passed away February 16; Cody and Lauren Taylor’s friend Sarah Lindsey,
recuperating following surgery to remove a portion of her liver; the family of Theodora Ayot, friend
to many in our congregation, who passed away February 4; the family of Wilma Cruz, mourning
her unexpected passing on January 28; Barb Goode and family, mourning the sudden passing of
her cousin Rachel Larson, following a sledding accident; Jim Hosek, undergoing new chemotherapy
treatments; Dick Lucco, whose PSA numbers are up, but who is participating in a genetic study that
may result in new treatment options; Sandy Edstrom’s grandson Matt Carlson, his girlfriend, and his
roommate, diagnosed with COVID; Barb Goode’s nephew Kendall King, recovering from a plasma
cell tumor that caused a break in his vertebrae; all of the healthcare workers and first responders,
who regularly sacrifice their own health and that of their families to care for sick patients
Please join our Zoom coffee hour immediately following worship today. The link will be shared in
the chat, and the format will be that of a few discussion questions based on the sermon, and we expect
our time together to last about 20 minutes. This new dimension to coffee hour will allow us to see
friendly faces and contribute ideas and insights. We hope to see you there!
These last many months have been long and hard for many and in many ways! Recognizing the
ongoing financial hardships that have been brought on by the COVID pandemic, as well as the changes
in unemployment benefits that have come about recently, NPCC wants to help in whatever ways
we can using the benevolence fund that you all have so generously given to! If you or someone you
know is need of financial assistance in these days and weeks, please feel free to reach out to the pastors
(copastors@npcovenant.org) or to one of our Deacon chairs, Tim Johnson (tjohnson2@northpark
.edu) or Joanna Sjoblom (jwestcuz@gmail.com). Your request will be held in confidence, and we will
work to help in the ways that we can.
Are you in need of assistance with errands or other small tasks? Please feel free to reach out to either
Pastor Libby or Pastor Jeff. A few people have offered to help in this way, and they would be happy to
get you the help you need!
The Preschool’s Online Book Fair Continues: Through February 27,
you’re invited to check out North Park Church Cooperative Preschool’s
Book Fair homepage. There are two ways to shop! On that homepage, you
can shop from The Scholastic Store Online, or through the Virtual Book
Fair. All orders ship directly to your home and earn 25% in rewards on
purchases made during our fair. In addition, enjoy free shipping on bookonly purchases over $25. Thank you for your support of the Preschool!

Continue Heartwalking the Neighborhood with us
in 2021! See this week’s location at right. Thank you
for praying for our neighborhood!
Beginning tonight, we will hold evening Lenten
services via Zoom. Each service will begin at 7
pm, and a bulletin and Zoom link will be emailed
out with the Sunday morning bulletins on the
Fridays prior. If you are in need of the Zoom link for
tonight’s service, please reach out to Ann-Marie at
afrisk@npcovenant.org.
The North Park Readers have chosen The Feather
Thief by Kirk Wallace Johnson for their February
discussion. The book is billed as “a rollicking true-crime
adventure and a thought-provoking exploration of the
human drive to possess natural beauty.” We welcome
you to join us via Zoom on Tuesday, February 23, at 7
pm. If you would like to be added to the group’s email
list for access to the meeting, please contact Jan Olson
at janice.olson65@gmail.com.
The texts for today’s introit and anthem are:
Bless Us, O God
Richard Shephard
Bless us, O God, with a reverent sense of your presence,
that we may be at peace and may worship you with all our mind and spirit.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Drop, Drop, Slow Tears
Orlando Gibbons
Drop, drop, slow tears, and bathe those beautious feet,
which brought from heav’n the news and Prince of Peace.
Cease not, wet eyes, His mercies to entreat,
to cry for vengeance sin doth never cease.
In your deep floods drown all my faults and fears;
nor let his eye see sin, but through my tears.

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.npcovenant.org/npccp • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org
Rebecca Edwards, Interim Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Lead Teacher • Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl, Field Representatives for Europe
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