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Monday, February 22        James Edstrom
To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: “Two men went 
up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you 
that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth 
of all I get.’
 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy 
on me, a sinner.’
 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

Luke 8:9-14

I find it interesting that the Pharisee in this parable doesn’t begin to try and ask for forgiveness. He immediately starts with 
comparisons. He starts listing the things he doesn’t do, no mention of the things he has done. I also think it is interesting he 
lists robbers and evildoers, which is probably what he and his friends/colleagues think of when talking about tax collectors. He 
goes on to list two things he does, trying to remind God of things in the (+) column. Things that are very visible to anyone that 
may be keeping track of what he does or doesn’t do. Wesley Nelson, Covenant pastor and chaplain at North Park, used to say 
that he quit mentioning specific sins in his sermons. He knew that when he spoke of specific sins, people could often dismiss 
them. He simply stated that we all sin... and then people really had no problem themselves filling in the blanks with where 
they had sinned. That is what the tax collector was doing. He stood at a distance from others, maybe from the temple itself, 
a visible sign that he felt he didn’t belong because of his sins. He simply bowed his head and asked for mercy, acknowledging 
he was a sinner.  

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank you for forgiving our sins. Forgive us when we try to compare ourselves to others, somehow 
excusing what we do, forgetting that we all have sinned. Help us to love those around us, humble ourselves in your presence, 
and then go out into our community living full lives, knowing that we are forgiven. Amen.  

Tuesday, February 23         Karen Darelius
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” This is 
the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know Him, 
but the reason I came baptizing with water was that He might be revealed to Israel.” Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the 
Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain in Him.” I would not have known Him, except that the one who sent me to 
baptize with water told me. The Man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is He who will baptize with the Holy 
Spirit. I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God. 

John 1:29-34

John, who is called the Baptist, tells it like it is. He already has a lot of followers who come to where he is to listen to what 
he has to say, ‘I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God.” It was never about him, John. His mission was to be the 
forerunner of the One Who was to come. He wasn’t shy about it. He wasn’t quiet. He shouted it. He believed it.
 There comes a dove, coming down as the Spirit, remaining in Him. And this same Spirit is with us and in us. I can imagine 
how eloquently John spoke the words of his testimony to all those who were there at the River Jordan. For those who heard 
these words, I wonder what they thought. Imagine being there and seeing and hearing all of this. And so it should be with 
the Church now in the place where we find ourselves. We can testify from where God has us for now. We need to act as if we 
believe that Jesus is The Son of God. We need to: Tell it. Shout it. Testify. As the Spirit leads.

PRAYER: Dear Father God, You are God, and we need You now more than ever. Please give to us the courage and boldness to 
speak the Gospel to those people you bring along our path. As the Spirit leads we will testify. In these difficult days we know 
that you are bigger than our biggest fears and anxieties. Thank you for taking all this as Your own and giving us Your Peace. 
In Your Precious Name, Amen. 



Wednesday, February 24        Joline Paska
If you pay attention to these laws and are careful to follow them, then the Lord your God will keep his covenant of love with you, 
as he swore to your ancestors. He will love you and bless you and increase your numbers. He will bless the fruit of your womb, the 
crops of your land—your grain, new wine and olive oil—the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks in the land he swore 
to your ancestors to give you. You will be blessed more than any other people; none of your men or women will be childless, nor 
will any of your livestock be without young. The Lord will keep you free from every disease. He will not inflict on you the horrible 
diseases you knew in Egypt, but he will inflict them on all who hate you. You must destroy all the peoples the Lord your God gives 
over to you. Do not look on them with pity and do not serve their gods, for that will be a snare to you.   

Deuteronomy 7:12-16

In 2014, my family gathered at the Iowa State Fair as the family farm where my maternal grandfather was born and raised 
was recognized as a century farm. We are blessed to have a small piece of land where a few generations have raised families, 
raised livestock and crops, known God’s love and faithfulness. When the power is out or the internet is not working, Steve 
and I have discussed how life was simpler before we were so reliant on technology. Life on the farm was definitely simpler. It 
was also fun, with memories of picnics, riding bikes, and picking fresh rhubarb to make a pie. In the Deuteronomy passage, 
God did not promise an easy life. I have memories of hard work on the farm including walking beans, butchering chickens, 
baling hay. Growing crops, whether grain, grapes, or olives, requires faith in God to provide sunshine and rain. God will keep 
his covenant of love with us. God asks that we keep his commandments.

PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank you for family that passes love down through generations. Thank you for providing for 
us, your faithful people. When life is hard, as we have experienced for months now, help us to remember our ancestors who  
experienced your blessings that we too will remain faithful and ever grateful for your love. Amen.

Thursday, February 25       Libby Piotrowski
Therefore, brothers and sisters, holy partners in a heavenly calling, consider that Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confes-
sion, was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as Moses also “was faithful in all God’s house.” Yet Jesus is worthy of more 
glory than Moses, just as the builder of a house has more honor than the house itself. (For every house is built by someone, but 
the builder of all things is God.) Now Moses was faithful in all God’s[e] house as a servant, to testify to the things that would be 
spoken later. Christ, however, was faithful over God’s house as a son, and we are his house if we hold firm the confidence and the 
pride that belong to hope.

Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says,
 “Today, if you hear his voice,
 do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion,
          as on the day of testing in the wilderness,
 where your ancestors put me to the test,
          though they had seen my works for forty years.
Therefore I was angry with that generation,
and I said, ‘They always go astray in their hearts,
 and they have not known my ways.’
As in my anger I swore,
 ‘They will not enter my rest.’”

Hebrews 3:1-11

While we often attribute the book of Hebrews to Paul, it is probably better understood as an anonymous sermon delivered to 
an early Christian community that was struggling under hardship and persecution. The sermon is meant to inspire hope and 
trust in the God who is faithful until the very end. This passage in particular speaks to this early Christian community and 
names these followers as the house; the house of God. It’s funny that there is no mention of a brick and mortar building, isn’t 
it? There is no mention of a sanctuary or chapel. The house of God is the people, the faithful community, who “hold firm the 
confidence and the pride that belong to hope.”
 Not since I was a child have I given more thought to that old Sunday School song, “We Are the Church”, complete with 



the hand motions, than I have in this last year of pandemic living. We have been separated from our church building and from 
face-to-face interactions with one another and yet, we very much remain God’s church, God’s house. May we faithfully “hold 
firm the confidence and the pride that belong to hope.” I am the church, you are the church, we are the church together. All 
who follow Jesus, all around the world, yes, we’re the church together.

PRAYER: Gracious and merciful God, in the midst of what are difficult times for us, we give you thanks that we are indeed 
yours; your church, your house. Help us to hold fast to the hope that is offered us all in Christ Jesus. Help us not to go astray 
but to rest in the promises of the builder of all things. Amen.

Friday, February 26         Tim Johnson
Remember your word to your servant,
 in which you have made me hope.
This is my comfort in my distress,
 that your promise gives me life.
The arrogant utterly deride me,
     but I do not turn away from your law.
When I think of your ordinances from of old,
     I take comfort, O Lord.
Hot indignation seizes me because of the wicked,
     those who forsake your law.
Your statutes have been my songs
     wherever I make my home.
I remember your name in the night, O Lord,
     and keep your law.
This blessing has fallen to me,
     for I have kept your precepts.

The Lord is my portion;
     I promise to keep your words.
I implore your favor with all my heart;
     be gracious to me according to your promise.
When I think of your ways,
     I turn my feet to your decrees;
I hurry and do not delay
     to keep your commandments.
Though the cords of the wicked ensnare me,
     I do not forget your law.
At midnight I rise to praise you,
     because of your righteous ordinances.
I am a companion of all who fear you,
     of those who keep your precepts.
The earth, O Lord, is full of your steadfast love;
     teach me your statutes.

You have dealt well with your servant,
     O Lord, according to your word.
Teach me good judgment and knowledge,
     for I believe in your commandments.
Before I was humbled I went astray,
     but now I keep your word.
You are good and do good;
     teach me your statutes.



The arrogant smear me with lies,
     but with my whole heart I keep your precepts.
Their hearts are fat and gross,
     but I delight in your law.
It is good for me that I was humbled,
     so that I might learn your statutes.
The law of your mouth is better to me
     than thousands of gold and silver pieces.

Psalm 119:49-72

Today’s Psalter reading begins with the verse, “Remember your word to your servant in which you have made me hope.” In the 
verses that follow, there is a series of words that are akin to “word”. Ordinances, statues, law, precepts, and commandments all 
convey dimensions of word. There are also references to other blessings of the word. In addition to hope, we can add comfort, 
song, and companionship.
 Psalm 119:63 is, in fact, the preaching text of the keynote sermon at the organizational meeting of our denomination 136 
years ago (February 20, 1885). “I am a companion of all who fear you, of those who keep your precepts.”
 Hope... comfort... song... companionship... the list is not exhaustive, but it does remind us that the “word” of God lavishes 
so many blessings on us.
 I am grateful to be a part of a church where God’s word is that which anchors our worship and our fellowship and the 
preaching of our pastors. It is indeed the source of our hope, comfort, song and companionship.

PRAYER: Gracious God, We are grateful for your word and all that is provides. We thank you for those who faithfully preach 
your word and teach your word to persons of all ages. We are supremely grateful for Jesus Christ, your Son, who was the word 
that came and dwelt among us and supplied us with hope, comfort, song and companionship. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Monday, March 1          Lori Johnson
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not 
believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved 
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that 
their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have 
been done in God.” 

John 3:16-21

God is able to change the lives of those we might consider unreachable. Most Pharisees were jealous of Jesus because he  
undermined their authority and challenged their views. But Nicodemus was searching, and he believed Jesus had answers. A 
learned teacher himself, he came to be taught. Jesus revealed to Nicodemus that the kingdom would come to the whole world 
not just to the Jews. No matter how intelligent and well-educated we are, we must come to Jesus with an open mind and a 
willing heart so He can teach us how God’s love reaches out to draw us in.
 Covenant missionary Melvin Dillard, Sr., wrote about a boy who had been abandoned by his father. He became bitter and 
got in trouble with the law. One day, the boy went to a chapel service where the minister preached the love of Jesus from John 
3:16. He said, “Your mother and father might not love you but Jesus loves you.” The boy said yes to Jesus. 
 So whether one is an educated Jewish leader or a troubled teenager, Jesus came to change lives and renew hearts. In this 
scripture we learn that renewed hearts welcome the light. Our works are good when they are ruled by the will of God and 
carried out for the glory of God.

PRAYER: Dear God, some of us have heard the gospel so often that we have lost our wonder at your grace. Renew our perspec-
tive so we may find joy and confidence in the power of the gospel. Amen. (Today in the Word, February 1, 2021)



Tuesday, March 2       Lauren Taylor
After this, Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he spent some time there with them and baptized. John also 
was baptizing at Aenon near Salim because water was abundant there; and people kept coming and were being baptized—John, 
or course, had not yet been thrown into prison.

    Now a discussion about purification arose between John’s 
disciples and a Jew. They came to John and said to him,  
“Rabbi, the one who was with you across the Jordan, to whom 
you testified, here he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” 
John answered, “No one can receive anything except what has 
been given from heaven. You yourselves are my witnesses that I 
said, ‘I am not the Messiah, but I have been sent ahead of him.’ 
He who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bride-
groom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bride-
groom’s voice. For this reason my joy has been fulfilled. He must  
increase, but I must decrease.”
    The one who comes from above is above all; the one who 
is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks about earthly  
things. The one who comes from heaven is above all. He testifies 
to what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts his testimony. 
Whoever has accepted his testimony has certified this, that God 
is true. He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for 
God gives the spirit without limit. The Father loves the Son 
and has placed all things in his hands. Whoever believes in the 
Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, 
but must endure God’s wrath.

John 3:22-36

PRAYER: God, we thank you for your presence in our life 
through the Spirit. We are so grateful that you give the Holy 
Spirit without limit, so we might feel your love all around 
us and in us. You fulfill all of our joys through your love and 
grace, and we know that we need to become small in order 

for your great grace to prevail, putting you first. Thank you for your never-ending love. Amen.

Wednesday, March 3          Fred Holmgren
You shall put these words of mine in your heart and soul, and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and fix them as an 
emblem on your forehead. Teach them to your children, talking about them when you are at home and when you are away, when 
you lie down and when you rise. Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, so that your days and the days of 
your children may be multiplied in the land that the Lord swore to your ancestors to give them, as long as the heavens are above 
the earth.
 If you will diligently observe this entire commandment that I am commanding you, loving the Lord your God, walking in all 
his ways, and holding fast to him, then the Lord will drive out all these nations before you, and you will dispossess nations larger 
and mightier than yourselves. Every place on which you set foot shall be yours; your territory shall extend from the wilderness to 
the Lebanon and from the River, the river Euphrates, to the Western Sea. No one will be able to stand against you; the Lord your 
God will put the fear and dread of you on all the land on which you set foot, as he promised you.
 See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: the blessing, if you obey the commandments of the Lord your God 
that I am commanding you today; and the curse, if you do not obey the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn from the 
way that I am commanding you today, to follow other gods that you have not known.

Deuteronomy 11:18-28



Love Without Borders: The Israelites were called upon to love God (verse 22), but many in Israel, mistakenly, thought that 
loving God meant being religious and offering sacrifices. It took the Prophets to remind them, that loving God had to do with 
mercy and kindness to others while working to make justice the right of everyone.
 This ancient message of the Prophets was modeled and transformed by the words and actions of Jesus, who  gifted God’s 
love on those about him.  Some thought he went too far, because, they complained, he was overly friendly with sinners, who, 
probably, were Jews who did not observe fully the Jewish Law. These people are comparable to the non-religious, secular  
people of our day.  In a recent meditation, which Chaplain Sarah Hillabrant prepared for Wesley Place patients, she refers to 
these people as the “them.” They are often overlooked by the Christian community but loved by God.
 In addition to our neighborhood program, are there other ways we can reach out to the “them” in our community?

PRAYER: Great God, our Creator and Savior, we thank you for your continuing love and companionship, which we sorely 
need because life is sometimes hard, even scary. So many people in these difficult times are suffering from neglect. They are 
hungry, cold and experience feelings of hopelessness. They look about eagerly for help. May those blessed by you, open their 
hearts once again and respond with divine generosity. We confess our sins, large and small, and pray that, despite our short 
comings, those about us may witness something of your own compassion. In the name of Christ, Amen.

Thursday, March 4         Joel Olfelt
Be gracious to me, O God, for people trample on me;
 all day long foes oppress me;
my enemies trample on me all day long,
 for many fight against me.
O Most High, when I am afraid,
 I put my trust in you.
In God, whose word I praise,
 in God I trust; I am not afraid;
 what can flesh do to me?

All day long they seek to injure my cause;
 all their thoughts are against me for evil.
They stir up strife, they lurk,
 they watch my steps.
As they hoped to have my life,
 so repay them for their crime;
 in wrath cast down the peoples, O God!

You have kept count of my tossings;
 put my tears in your bottle.
 Are they not in your record?
Then my enemies will retreat
 in the day when I call.
 This I know, that God is for me.
In God, whose word I praise,
 in the Lord, whose word I praise,
in God I trust; I am not afraid.
 What can a mere mortal do to me?

My vows to you I must perform, O God;
 I will render thank offerings to you.
For you have delivered my soul from death,
 and my feet from falling,
so that I may walk before God
 in the light of life. 

Psalm 56



With the psalmist I plead for undeserved grace from God, who knows my hurt.  
 The psalmist, David, speaks from his crazy experience of being both powerful and in real danger. Saul had made David the 
leader of Israel’s army. David was a wildly successful warrior and the Israelites sang “Saul has killed his thousands and David 
his ten thousands!” Even more, David was best friends with Saul’s son Jonathon. But at the same time king Saul threatened 
David with death. David had fled to uneasy safety under the Philistines in the city of Gath (I Samuel 21 and 22). 
 What loyalty conflicts! What confusion! Was David powerful or powerless? Do we have conflicts of loyalty and confusion 
about power in our own place and time? I think so.
 The psalmist speaks to God: “You have kept count of my tossings; put my tears in your bottle,” and “in God I trust; I am 
not afraid.” 

PRAYER: God, where I feel hurt and confused about loyalty and how to act, let me join the psalmist in praising your Word 
and in performing my vows to you.  Let me trust in you, and be unafraid.

Friday, March 5  Cody Taylor
When the two days were over, he went from that place to Galilee (for Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in 
the prophet’s own country). When he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, since they had seen all that he had done in 
Jerusalem at the festival; for they too had gone to the festival. Then he came again to Cana in Galilee where he had changed the 
water into wine. Now there was a royal official whose son lay ill in Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus had come from Judea 
to Galilee, he went and begged him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. Then Jesus said to him, 
“Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe.” The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my little boy dies.” Jesus 
said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and started on his way. As he was going 
down, his slaves met him and told him that his child was alive. So he asked them the hour when he began to recover, and they 
said to him, “Yesterday at one in the afternoon the fever left him.” The father realized that this was the hour when Jesus had said 
to him, “Your son will live.” So he himself believed, along with his whole household. Now this was the second sign that Jesus did 
after coming from Judea to Galilee. 

John 4:43-54

We have all heard stories of people who hit rock bottom, only to find out that when they hit the bottom, that is where they 
found Jesus. In the midst of the trouble, Jesus met them and gave them everything they needed. Perhaps it was because they 
were left with nowhere else to turn but to cry out to Jesus. It is in these places God so often shows up, to give people a chance 
at a new life. Maybe that has been you at some point, too. When everything around us seems to fall apart, we are left with 
nothing else to put our faith in except Jesus Christ. Such was the case of this royal official. His son was gravely ill and he has 
nowhere else to turn. God has stripped everything away, making him come to him and believe in a miracle to save His son. But 
God doesn’t just want us to come to Him when we are in crisis. He doesn’t want us to put Him on a shelf, and save Him for 
a rainy day when we need Him. Rather, God desires to be in relationship with us. God desires to be in constant communion 
with us, so that we come to him not just when we need something from him. 

PRAYER: Merciful God meet us in the midst of our chaotic lives. Have mercy on us and allow us to feel your presence in our 
lives. We our filled with trouble and at times it can be overwhelming. Allow our lives to be transformed by you, so that we 
don’t just come to you when it’s convenient or necessary, but when allow us to always be with you. Amen. 

Monday, March 8  David Frisk
On that day, says the Lord, courage shall fail the king and the officials; the priests shall be appalled and the prophets astounded. 
Then I said, “Ah, Lord God, how utterly you have deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, ‘It shall be well with you,’ even while 
the sword is at the throat!” My anguish, my anguish! I writhe in pain! Oh, the walls of my heart! My heart is beating wildly; I 
cannot keep silent; for I hear the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. Disaster overtakes disaster, the whole land is laid waste.  
Suddenly my tents are destroyed, my curtains in a moment. How long must I see the standard, and hear the sound of the trumpet? 
“For my people are foolish, they do not know me; they are stupid children, they have no understanding. They are skilled in doing 
evil, but do not know how to do good.” I looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and void; and to the heavens, and they had 
no light. I looked on the mountains, and lo, they were quaking, and all the hills moved to and fro. I looked, and lo, there was no 



one at all, and all the birds of the air had fled. I looked, and lo, the fruitful land was a desert, and all its cities were laid in ruins 
before the Lord, before his fierce anger. For thus says the Lord: The whole land shall be a desolation; yet I will not make a full end. 
Because of this the earth shall mourn, and the heavens above grow black; for I have spoken, I have purposed; I have not relented 
nor will I turn back.

Jeremiah 4:9-10, 19-28

We can hear and feel the anguish and passion and despair of Judah in this passage—threatened, with imminent invasion and 
seemingly without hope. Desolation is a given, and everything seems to be crumbling around them. The earth is void. The 
mountains quake. The fruitful land is a desert. All cities are laid to ruin. No one escapes the calamity; it affects all people, the 
kings and officials of the government, but also the priests and prophets—the church. And then comes the rebuke “For my 
people are foolish, they do not know me; they are stupid children, they have no understanding. They are skilled in doing evil, 
but do not know how to do good.” That’s followed by the final nail: “For I have spoken, I have purposed; I have not relented 
nor will I turn back.”
 Ouch!  
 Scripture like this is difficult, especially because we know the end of the story. It’s easy for us to just flip through the next 
few chapters and get to the chapters of restoration later on. It’s easy for us to jump to the gospel, where, in Matthew 2, we hear 
the prophets recited—our Messiah is born in Bethlehem of Judea.  
 How do we wrestle with these warnings of destruction? How do we find comfort in the unknown of “I have spoken, I 
have purposed”? This makes me uncomfortable, and I want to hide—rather I want to skip ahead to page two. Even in this 
devastating prophetic message, there is still an echo of comfort: “yet, I will not make a full end.” So, while we need to sit on 
this—in the uncomfortable—there is a glimmer of hope! I need not be a foolish person, a stupid child. I need restoration, and 
it is God who has purposed—for His good and pleasing will. I may not understand now, but I trust in His will.

PRAYER: Father God, help us to trust you and your will, to not get discouraged in our feeble attempts of understanding. Let 
us find hope in knowing the restoration that comes, but not skip over the difficult parts to get there. Help us know You so we 
are neither foolish nor stupid; let us seek You in the times we feel that the heavens have grown black. You have purposed, and 
that is enough! Amen.

Tuesday, March 9  Jeff Hunter
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he 
has something to boast about, but not before God. 

Romans 4:1-2

Through the pandemic, the central way that I have tried to stay connected to my friends and mentors in Stateville has been 
to audit classes through the School of Restorative Arts. Which, this semester, has meant participating in a class that is a deep 
dive into Christian Freedom guided by the esteemed Dr. Hauna Ondrey.  
 In that class, I found myself again reading Martin Luther’s “The Freedom of a Christian”, which is remarkable for many 
reasons, but I will refrain from attempting to put on a historian hat and speak to the breadth of beauty and pain wrapped up 
in Luther’s legacy.
 Rather I will zero in on an example Luther used when attempting to explain how this stuff of justification and works play 
on in the life of your ordinary Christian and which we see at work in Roman 4:1-2. You see, Luther was certain the Christian 
church he was a part of had gotten it all wrong. He argued that they were preaching a gospel that began with good works and 
ended with justification. Luther adamantly insisted that Christian faith only flourishes when we begin with justification and 
from there move out into good works. 
 Consider the example of the Bishop in the words of Martin Luther: 
 “A bishop, when he consecrates a church, confirms children, or performs some other duty belonging to his office, is not 
made a bishop by these works. Indeed, if he had not first been made a bishop, none of these works would be valid. They would 
be foolish, childish, and farcical. So the Christian who is consecrated by his faith does good works, but the works do not make 
him holier or more Christian, for that is the work of faith alone.” (Luther’s Works, Volume 31, Muhlenberg Press, p. 360) 

PRAYER: May we trust in the work of Jesus alone. And may that trust lead to great acts of faith as we welcome the kingdom 
of God in our lives and neighborhoods. Amen.



Wednesday, March 10  Wally Ebner
I lift my eyes to the mountains—
     where does my help come from?
My help comes from the LORD,
     the Maker of heaven and earth.

He will not let your foot slip—
     he who watches over you will not slumber;
indeed, he who watches over Israel
     will neither slumber nor sleep.

The LORD watches over you—
     the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
the sun will not harm you by day,
     nor the moon by night.

The LORD will keep you from all harm—
     he will watch over your life;
the LORD will watch over 
 your coming and going
     both now and forevermore. 

Psalm 121

I memorized Psalm 121 in Sunday school, and over the years these words have brought peace and hope.  
 Scholars suggest that David wrote Psalm 121 in a field encampment with his enemies closing in. He looks to the hills and 
asks: “Where does my help come from?” Many a warrior might look up hoping to see reinforcements swarming down the hill. 
However, David answers, “Help is from the Lord, Maker of Heaven and Earth.”  
 This year we have been under siege: COVID, political discord, societal violence, weather extremes, to name a few. Psalm 
121 reminds us to look to the Lord, not earthly powers, or resources. The Lord’s “watching over” us is a repeated theme, un-
failingly applied. “He never slumbers or sleeps.” “He watches over our steps” to keep us from slipping. God watches over all 
His People. He protects from the elements: “sun and moon.” God desires to protect us from harm. He watches over our daily 
activity; our “coming and going.” Further, God’s watchful protection is unfailing: “NOW and FOREVER”.   
 God’s watchful attention and protection are sure. Remember to look to the Lord for salvation, hope, and help in times of 
trouble.     

PRAYER: Dear Heavenly Father; we are living in trying times and feel surrounded by threats, and trouble. How grateful we are 
that you are watching over us and your protection is sure. We praise you for your love, care, and protection. You alone are our 
hope. Help us to place our trust in You. Grant us your peace in the presence of our storms. Amen.  

Thursday, March 11      Tom Kelly
On the holy mount stands the city he founded;
 the Lord loves the gates of Zion
     more than all the dwellings of Jacob.
Glorious things are spoken of you,
 O city of God. Selah

Among those who know me I mention Rahab and Babylon;
 Philistia too, and Tyre, with Ethiopia—
     “This one was born there,” they say.

And of Zion it shall be said,
 “This one and that one were born in it”;
 for the Most High himself will establish it.



The Lord records, as he registers the peoples,
 “This one was born there.” Selah

Singers and dancers alike say,
 “All my springs are in you.” 

Psalm 87

Today’s devotional reading is Psalm 87. It is only seven verses long, but its shortness does not make the psalm easy either to 
understand or to apply to our lives. It can be enigmatic at first reading. Nevertheless, understanding and application of God’s 
Word do come as gifts of God’s Spirit. They are gifts that come to us in response to our searching and openness.
 Psalm 87 is a psalm about Zion. Zion is considered to be the dwelling place of God. In the Psalms, Zion is synonymous 
with the city of Jerusalem. This psalm declares good news about Zion. The Lord loves the gates of Zion—gates that represent 
the entire city. “Glorious things are spoken of you, O city of God.” What is even more good news is that, one day, Zion will 
become the spiritual capital and the spiritual mother of all the peoples of the world. She not only is the mother of Jacob and 
his descendants. She is the mother of all peoples.
 Look back at verse 4, at the strange, exciting, almost unbelievable list of those who will know God, those who say of 
Zion, “This one and that one were born in it.” Rahab (a poetic name for Egypt), Babylon, Philistia, Tyre, and Ethiopia—these  
peoples represent all the nations of the earth, and among them are some of the bitterest enemies of Israel! One day the nations 
of the earth will believe in the true God. In that sense, they will come to Zion. There they will be born to the life of grace, 
adopted by Zion. And Zion will become their true homeland.
 The Lord will write in a register the names of all those peoples. Once they have been registered, those born in all the  
nations will come to be considered native citizens of Jerusalem. Yes, it is certainly so. Zion, Jerusalem will be converted into 
the true homeland of all peoples. 
 Here is our good news for this day. A homeland in the city of God is open to all. The vision of the psalmist is all- 
encompassing. To quote from Eugene Peterson’s translation of this psalm, “The word’s getting out on Zion: ‘Men and women, 
right and left, get born again in her.’”

PRAYER: O Zion, haste, your mission high fulfilling, to tell to all the world that God is light; that he who made all nations is 
not willing one soul should perish, lost in shades of night. Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace, tidings of Jesus, redemption, 
and release. Amen. (O Zion, Haste, Your Mission High Fulfilling, The Covenant Hymnal: A Worshipbook, #679)      

Friday, March 12  Kari Lindholm-Johnson
The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, asking him for a sign from heaven, to test him. And he sighed deeply in his spirit 
and said, “Why does this generation ask for a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to this generation.” And he left them, and 
getting into the boat again, he went across to the other side.
 Now the disciples had forgotten to bring any bread; and they had only one loaf with them in the boat. And he cautioned them, 
saying, “Watch out—beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.” They said to one another, “It is because we have 
no bread.” And becoming aware of it, Jesus said to them, “Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still not perceive 
or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes, and fail to see? Do you have ears, and fail to hear? And do you not 
remember? When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?” They said 
to him, “Twelve.” “And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?” And they said to 
him, “Seven.” Then he said to them, “Do you not yet understand?” 

Mark 8:11-21
 
Mark 8:11-21 can, at first glance, appear harsh. The disciples are worried because they only have one loaf of bread between 
them all, and they’re hungry. Jesus responds with what seems like a chastisement. He asked, “How many loaves were left over?” 
Five thousand were fed, and 12 baskets were leftover. He asked how many were fed of the 4,000, and how many baskets were 
left over. Seven baskets. These numbers signify fulfilment to Israel and fulfillment to the Gentiles... bread for all.
 I have recently been diagnosed with Dupuytren’s in my right hand. It’s very discouraging, as I have just graduated with my 
art degree, too. I am dealing with some anger and feel like, “Thanks a lot, God, for the graduation present.”
 Working on this painting and this text was helpful. Even though Christ’s words seem harsh to the disciples, it is within the 
context of Christ just having fed the 4,000 in the 5,000. Christ is responding to each situation.



 So, it made me think. What is happening here? It made me rest in the text because my head wasn’t making sense of it, 
ironically.  Imagining this painting with loaves and fish all around in the waters was soothing to me. It helped me to think of 
the paradox of the “not yet and the already”. It helps me to remain in that place of asking.
 This is the intent of this artwork. Jesus is wanting to help the disciples to claim what is theirs. Not for acquisition, but 
for life. The boat opening is in the shape of a mandorla, a shape that indicates an in between place. The waves are made as a 
tessellation, being caught in the middle of repetition. Yet the waves go different directions to signify an in between place of 
incorporating new things. The paddles are in the shape of bread paddles to symbolize receiving through entering the waters. 
Fish and loaves abound in the water to signify Life and Light are given to all. I made Jesus’ arms up and outstretched because 
he has entered into all spheres for us. I made the rising sun in spherical congruence with the bottom of the boat, that where 
we rest our feet has possibilities for new beginnings because of what Christ offers to us. I clothed the disciples in green because 
of possibility of new life.
 I wanted to be very careful to not give admonishment to anyone suffering who reads this text. I want the painting to help 
come alongside of people in the middle of suffering, hunger, despondency, to speak words of Hope and Life in the middle of 
angst and struggle. There is more than we realize. So it helps me to wait with open hands. Even with my Dupuytren’s right 
hand.

Monday, March 15       Libby Piotrowski
I will sing of loyalty and of justice;
 to you, O Lord, I will sing.
I will study the way that is blameless.
     When shall I attain it?
I will walk with integrity of heart



 within my house;
I will not set before my eyes
 anything that is base.
I hate the work of those who fall away;
 it shall not cling to me.
Perverseness of heart shall be far from me;
 I will know nothing of evil.
One who secretly slanders a neighbor
 I will destroy.
A haughty look and an arrogant heart
     I will not tolerate.
I will look with favor on the faithful in the land,
 so that they may live with me;
whoever walks in the way that is blameless
 shall minister to me.
No one who practices deceit
 shall remain in my house;
no one who utters lies
 shall continue in my presence.
Morning by morning I will destroy
 all the wicked in the land,
cutting off all evildoers
 from the city of the Lord.

Psalm 101

Psalm 101 is a Psalm of David. David, the shepherd boy, unassuming and young. David, the young warrior who, with God’s 
help, defeated the giant, Goliath. David, who committed adultery and murder. David, who was a king after God’s own heart 
and from whose lineage Jesus would come. 
 David longs to know God better. He recognizes that God is both a God of mercy AND a God of judgement. David 
longs to follow after God and to do what is pleasing to God. I will sing of loyalty and of justice... I will study the way that is 
blameless... I will walk with integrity of heart... I will not set before my eyes anything that is base. We know David is far from 
blameless. We know David is not innocent of any wrongdoing and, yet, David is continually seeking out what is righteous in 
the eyes of God.
 In this last year, I have been watching far more television than I usually do. Maybe that is true for you, too, but one thing I 
have noticed is how much “yuck” there is on television. I have made it a point, even when I am watching television by myself, 
to turn off the things that are base; those things that seem not at all righteous or pleasing to God. We, like David, are sinful 
people, but we also long to know God better. Maybe being mindful of simple things like what we watch on television is one 
way to live into that better.

PRAYER: God, thank you for your mercy. Thank you for sparing us what we really deserve. We love you and yet we remain 
sinful. We make mistakes. We do things we shouldn’t and fail to do the things we should. Forgive us, O God, and help us to 
do better, to be better, and to love you better. Amen.

Tuesday, March 16     Janice Kelly
At this, because he said, “I am the Bread that came down from heaven,” the Jews started arguing over him: “Isn’t this the son of 
Joseph? Don’t we know his father? Don’t we know his mother? How can he now say, ‘I came down out of heaven’ and expect anyone 
to believe him?”
 Jesus said, “Don’t bicker among yourselves over me. You’re not in charge here. The Father who sent me is in charge. He draws 
people to me—that’s the only way you’ll ever come. Only then do I do my work, putting people together, setting them on their feet, 
ready for the End. This is what the prophets meant when they wrote, ‘And then they will all be personally taught by God.’ Anyone 
who has spent any time at all listening to the Father, really listening and therefore learning, comes to me to be taught personally 



—to see it with his own eyes, hear it with his own ears, from me, since I have it firsthand from the Father. No one has seen the 
Father except the One who has his Being alongside the Father—and you can see me.
 “I’m telling you the most solemn and sober truth now: Whoever believes in me has real life, eternal life. I am the Bread of Life. 
Your ancestors ate the manna bread in the desert and died. But now here is Bread that truly comes down out of heaven. Anyone 
eating this Bread will not die, ever. I am the Bread—living Bread!—who came down out of heaven. Anyone who eats this Bread 
will live—and forever! The Bread that I present to the world so that it can eat and live is myself, this flesh-and-blood self.”     

John 6:41-51 (The Message)

As you read this passage, what word or phrase did you notice most?  
 For me, an enthusiast of all things bread—recipes, flour, baking, eating, sharing—the compelling references to bread 
spoke volumes, but they weren’t taking shape as a devotional, either written or as artwork. I mentioned my predicament to a 
good friend, Kristen Carlsgaard, who volunteered to work with her 14-year-old daughter Martine Redshaw in writing a poem.  
Heartfelt thanks to Kristen and Martine in Hovland, Minnesota, for their work:

Living Bread
Yeast, Sugar, Water, Air

Dormant, waking
Mystery rising

Night sky rent, Divine One enters
How a king child in a stall?

Myrrh, incense
Fragrance rising

Bread of Heaven, humble all 

Knead, Work, Muscle, Mold
Active, forming
Essence rising

Hearts are rent, Servant enters
How a God, flesh, us does call?

Learn, repent
Justice rising

Bread of Earth, hungry all

Fire, Change, Crust, Table
Expectant, waiting

Hope is rising

Noon sky rent, Salvation enters
Now Creator stems the fall!

Reach, restore
Forever risen

Bread of life, welcome all

PRAYER: Bread of Heaven, humble all. Bread of earth, feed us all. Bread of Life, thank you for welcoming all. Amen.     

Wednesday, March 17  Dave Schlensker
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, 
concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have 
not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock 
out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 
I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be 
missing, says the Lord.
 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and 



deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. 
And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
 Therefore, the days are surely coming, says the Lord, when it shall no longer be said, “As the Lord lives who brought the people 
of Israel up out of the land of Egypt,” but “As the Lord lives who brought out and led the offspring of the house of Israel out of the 
land of the north and out of all the lands where he had driven them.” Then they shall live in their own land. 

Jeremiah 23:1-8

Jeremiah’s sixty years of life occurred during the politically turbulent times of Judah’s domination by its powerful neighbors, 
culminating in Jerusalem’s fall and the Israelite exile to Babylon. These events paralleled the turn from godliness to godlessness 
of the kings and people of Judah. Jeremiah’s prophesy of the first eight verses promised that the Lord will deliver his people 
from the unjust and godless kings who had allowed his sheep to be scattered into foreign captivity. Further, the Lord will 
provide peace and security when He saves his people; a deliverance that will even surpass the deliverance of his people from 
the Exile in Egypt. Contemporaries would have recognized the messianic language used in references to the deliverance of 
Israel, the righteous Branch of David, and the name “The Lord of Righteousness.” Praise be to the Lord for his promises of 
restoration and salvation.

PRAYER: Glorious God, we thank You for your promises that we will be made whole and returned to Your fold, where we will 
bask in your secure and gentle care. As we experience the struggles of the turbulent world around us, we can take solace that 
You will deliver us home, shade us with a righteous branch, and grant us your Righteousness. Lord, in these things, we praise 
your name. Amen. 

Thursday, March 18        Jeff Hunter
I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit—I have great sorrow and  
unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, 
my kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the 
law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who 
is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.
 It is not as though the word of God had failed. For not all Israelites truly belong to Israel, and not all of Abraham’s children 
are his true descendants; but “It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named for you.” This means that it is not the children 
of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as descendants. For this is what the promise 
said, “About this time I will return and Sarah shall have a son.” Nor is that all; something similar happened to Rebecca when she 
had conceived children by one husband, our ancestor Isaac. Even before they had been born or had done anything good or bad (so 
that God’s purpose of election might continue, not by works but by his call) she was told, “The elder shall serve the younger.” As it 
is written,
 “I have loved Jacob,
          but I have hated Esau.”
What then are we to say? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! For he says to Moses,
 “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy,
          and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”
So it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God who shows mercy. For the scripture says to Pharaoh, “I have raised you 
up for the very purpose of showing my power in you, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth.” So then he has mercy 
on whomever he chooses, and he hardens the heart of whomever he chooses. 

Romans 9:1-18

I love the Tuesday morning Men’s Bible Study. I’ve been participating in it since Bob Hoey was interim pastor at North Park 
and called the group back together. That weekly discipline of reading the text together and creating space to hear the Word of 
God speaking in the Bible and in one another has been so consistently good. 
 A couple of months ago we were reading the lectionary text for the day and found ourselves in one of the multiple Bible 
passages where we find these words, “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” We spent awhile pondering what a 
healthy fear of God looks like, and really landed on the side of thinking that “fear” might not be the best word to use here. 
“Awe” or “respect” seemed to get at the core idea without letting all the baggage the word “fear” brings into the conversation. 
 But when I read passages like this one in Romans 9, there is some genuine fear that flits about the edges of my thought 



process. From one end to the other, the story of the Bible involves judgement. Whatever the mechanism, it seems that a faith-
ful reading must at least admit the possibility that some people succeed in turning their backs on God and placing themselves 
outside the story of redemption. Or in the words of our passage that I struggle to actually let myself hear, “So then he has  
mercy on whomever he chooses, and he hardens the heart of whomever he chooses.” There is some powerful and painful  
emotion tied up in hearing those words. In fact, the NIV titles this section, “Paul’s Anguish Over Israel.” 
 Being confronted with the full reach and extent of the power of God is not a comfortable experience. 
 Maybe I am a starry-eyed optimist, but as uncomfortable as this passage makes me, I cannot get away from the hope I find 
in these words, “So it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God who shows mercy.” 
 Remember that our God is the God whose very name steadfast love.
 Remember that our God is the God who is not quick to anger but abounds in forgiveness.
 Remember that our God is the God who put on flesh and moved into the neighborhood. 
 Remember that our God is the God who became sin so that we might become the righteousness of God. 
 If our life hinges on the mercy of God, then so be it. There is no more hopeful place to be.    

Friday, March 19        Cody Taylor
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that 
he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be 
revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as 
I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and 
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed 
and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who 
used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the 
man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it 
on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where 
is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and 
opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. 
Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But 
others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, 
“What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

John 9:1-17

When tough situations surround us, we often are tempted to ask, “Why me, O Lord?” We think we don’t deserve what has 
happened to us and want to figure out the cause so we can figure out the solution. We want to be in control. However, we 
often fail to recognize how God might be at work in and through us, despite difficult circumstances. For the blind man in this 
passage, it is no different. I can’t even begin to fathom how difficult life was for him. Due to his disability, he was left to beg in 
order to survive. But when Jesus came along, He changed this man’s life forever. When Jesus healed this man, he used him as 
a living witness to the power and authority that was in Jesus. This man’s circumstances led to him being a powerful witness to 
God to the pharisees. I can no doubt assume that this man never thought that would be the case for his life, being a witness to 
the religious elite of his day. Can you imagine what that would look like? A blind, homeless man who Jesus heals, walking into 
an elite, theological institution? God works in radical ways. How might God be working through your current situations to 
bring Glory to him? Are we able to look past our pain and struggles and open our eyes to the bigger plan that God has for us?

PRAYER: God, who is our light, open our eyes to the world around us. Allow us to see past our own pain and struggles to see 
how you might be using it for your glory. So often our eyes are blinded to the work that you are doing around us and we fail 
to see the big picture. Lord, be our light, be our vision, and allow us to keep our eyes focused on you rather than on our own 
selfish desires. Amen.



Monday, March 22  Nancy Ebner
Oh, how I love your law!
 It is my meditation all day long.
Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies,
 for it is always with me.
I have more understanding than all my teachers,
 for your decrees are my meditation.
I understand more than the aged,
 for I keep your precepts.
I hold back my feet from every evil way,
 in order to keep your word.
I do not turn away from your ordinances,
  for you have taught me.
How sweet are your words to my taste,
 sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Through your precepts I get understanding;
 therefore I hate every false way.

Your word is a lamp to my feet
 and a light to my path.
I have sworn an oath and confirmed it,
 to observe your righteous ordinances.
I am severely afflicted;
 give me life, O Lord, according to your word.
Accept my offerings of praise, O Lord,
 and teach me your ordinances.
I hold my life in my hand continually,
  but I do not forget your law.
The wicked have laid a snare for me,
 but I do not stray from your precepts.
Your decrees are my heritage forever;
 they are the joy of my heart.
I incline my heart to perform your statutes
 forever, to the end.

I hate the double-minded,
 but I love your law.
You are my hiding place and my shield;
 I hope in your word.
Go away from me, you evildoers,
 that I may keep the commandments of my God.
Uphold me according to your promise, that I may live,
 and let me not be put to shame in my hope.
Hold me up, that I may be safe
 and have regard for your statutes continually.
You spurn all who go astray from your statutes;
 for their cunning is in vain.
All the wicked of the earth you count as dross;
 therefore I love your decrees.
My flesh trembles for fear of you,
  and I am afraid of your judgments

Psalm 119:97-120



Oh, how I love your law! It is my meditation all day long.
 In Psalm 119, a skilled poet celebrates God and God’s Word in all the circumstances of life. The writer has experienced 
many practical and spiritual benefits including intimacy with God through reading, meditating on, loving, trusting, and  
continually re-ordering their life by the living Word of God. Let’s follow this model.
 Attitude matters. Verses 97-101 could be used divisively, as prideful, self-righteous boasting, by those who want to prove 
themselves right against others: I have more insight than all my teachers... I have kept my feet from every evil path... But the 
psalmist’s confidence comes from repeated humble submission to God.  
 Who are our society’s “teachers” today? Certain pastors? Friends? News outlets? Politicians? Right? Left? Where is God’s 
wisdom found? Who/what do we meditate on?
 Let’s cherish and prioritize the whole of God’s word, and also remember that Jesus, our wise and trusted teacher, distilled 
God’s entire law into two commands to hold in our hearts and minds “all the day:” to love God with all our heart, soul, mind 
and strength, and love our neighbor as ourselves.
 May God’s Word light our path today.

PRAYER: Loving God, help us to humbly submit to your Law, practice your Way, and resist the powers that deny your steadfast 
love for your whole creation. Help us to humbly discern which “teachers” we are wiser than because of your Word, and act 
with love and justice today. Amen.

Tuesday, March 23       Brian Ward
Again the Jews were divided because of these words. Many of them were saying, “He has a demon and is out of his mind. Why 
listen to him?” Others were saying, “These are not the words of one who has a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”
 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in 
the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the 
Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify 
to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 
I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my Father has given me is 
greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.”
 The Jews took up stones again to stone him. Jesus replied, “I have shown you many good works from the Father. For which of 
these are you going to stone me?” The Jews answered, “It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you, but for blasphemy, 
because you, though only a human being, are making yourself God.” Jesus answered, “Is it not written in your law, ‘I said, you 
are gods’? If those to whom the word of God came were called ‘gods’—and the scripture cannot be annulled—can you say that the 
one whom the Father has sanctified and sent into the world is blaspheming because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? If I am not doing the 
works of my Father, then do not believe me. But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, so that you 
may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.” Then they tried to arrest him again, but he escaped 
from their hands.
 He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing earlier, and he remained there. Many 
came to him, and they were saying, “John performed no sign, but everything that John said about this man was true.” And many 
believed in him there.   

John 10:19-42

John recounts many times that those around Jesus are skeptical and doubtful of who Jesus claims to be. In John, chapter 6, one 
man said, “This is Jesus, the son of Joseph. We know his father and mother.  How can he say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” In 
chapter 7, some said “He’s nothing but a fraud, deceiving the people.” In chapter 8, the people call Jesus a “Samaritan devil.” 
In Chapter 9, the Pharisees question a blind man (who can now see because of Jesus) and his parents multiple times trying to 
establish who healed him, and if he was indeed ever blind. Had he really been made to see? 
 So, now we get to John, Chapter 10. At the beginning of this chapter, Jesus makes some strong claims, once again saying 
that He knows the Father, and the Father knows Him. In verse 20, some around him say that Jesus must be “a demon or a 
crazy person.”
 I would agree; Jesus must be one of three things: a demon, a crazy person, or who He says He is—God. Writer of the 
Narnia series, C.S. Lewis, puts it like this in his book, Mere Christianity:

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: I’m ready 



to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. That is the one thing we must 
not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. 
He would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be 
the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman 
or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can 
fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being 
a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.... Now it seems to me obvious 
that He was neither a lunatic nor a fiend: and consequently, however strange or terrifying or unlikely it may 
seem, I have to accept the view that He was and is God.”

 In John 10, verse 30, Jesus states his divinity clearly—it cannot be mistaken: “The Father and I are one.” Statements like 
these were heard by the Pharisees as blasphemous and would eventually lead to Jesus’ trial, death, and crucifixion. 
 Later in this section, Jesus says to look at what He does, to examine His path. Jesus is who He says He is. Jesus healed the 
sick and made the blind to see. Jesus walked on water and raised Lazarus from the dead. He followed God’s will for His life.  
He suffered a death for us, and He rose to new life. We can see this; we have the full picture.  
 In John 8:58, Jesus says something similar: “Before Abraham was, I Am.” Jesus is taking on the full divinity of an eternal 
God incarnate. The following are the lyrics from a song by Christian recording artist Mark Schultz:

PRAYER: Dear Heavenly Father, You are the beginning and the end - the creator of all. We confess that we are broken, and we 
need your love. We confess that we may sometimes have doubts about who You are. Help us to have faith, even in our unbe-
lief. Thank you for sending Jesus to show us so much about who You are, Father. Thank you, Jesus, for being our Savior and 
Redeemer. Help us to walk in your path, so that we can be a light for the world. Amen.

Wednesday, March 24         Ella Reese-Clauson
When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, where they got into a boat and set off across the lake for Capernaum.
By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined them. A strong wind was blowing, and the waters grew rough. When they had 
rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; and they were frightened. But he said 
to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore 
where they were heading. The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake realized that only one boat had 
been there, and that Jesus had not entered it with his disciples, but that they had gone away alone. Then some boats from Tiberias  
 

I am the maker of the heavens
I am the bright and morning star

I am the breath of all creation
Who always was
And is to come

I am the One who walked on water
I am the One who calmed the seas

I am the miracles and wonders
So come and see
And follow me
You will know

I am the fount of living water
The risen Son of Man

The healer of the broken
And when you cry

I am your Savior and Redeemer
Who bore the sins of man
The author and perfecter
Beginning and the end

I am
I am the Spirit deep inside you

I am the Word upon your heart
I am the One who even knew you

Before your birth
Before you were

Before the Earth (I am)
The universe (I am)
In every heart (I am)
Where you are (I am)

The Lord of love (I am)
The King of Kings (I am)
The Holy Lamb (I am)

Above all things
Yes, I am almighty God your Father

The risen Son of Man
The healer of the broken

And when you cry
I am your Savior and Redeemer

Who bore the sins of man
The author and perfecter
Beginning and the end

I am



landed near the place where the people had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. Once the crowd realized that neither 
Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus. 
 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?” Jesus answered, “Very 
truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 
Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God 
the Father has placed his seal of approval.”  

John 6:16-27

I invite you to slowly read through the passage and then take a few minutes to meditate on the passage while you look upon 
the image. Use your imagination to enter into the story and notice any feelings or questions that may arise. If you feel led, you 
can write your own prayer or draw your own picture in response to the passage. 

    
 

PRAYER: Dear Jesus, thank you for surprising us with your presence in the midst of our unique storms in life. Help me to hear 
your voice and trust you when you say, “It is I. Don’t be afraid.” Amen.


