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F from the DENOMINATION
December 2020

Dear Central Conference Churches,

Grace and peace to you, and greetings from the Evangelical Covenant Church denominational offices. I pray for 
God’s greatest blessings as you gather for your church’s Annual Meeting and celebrations this year. Even amidst 
the year we have had together, there is much to celebrate in God’s goodness and faithfulness.
 This winter we welcomed Grace Shim, Asia Regional Coordinator of Serve Globally, to speak at our staff 
chapel. Grace is a trained and licensed counselor and was able to share some insights with our Covenant staff 
as we walk through this challenging season. Her three takeaways were: Embrace the sorrow. Savor the good. 
Leverage your strengths.
  As Covenanters across the United States, Canada, and serving in our global contexts, we have all faced 
feelings of grief and loss in this past year. It may have been a job loss, loss of financial stability, loss of the ability 
to travel and visit our loved ones, or loss of good health. We are reminded, daily, that we are in this together. 
We choose to walk alongside one another through times of grief and cast all our cares on our God who cares for 
each one of us.
 While it’s easy to see the challenges in this year, God invites us to turn and notice what the Holy Spirit 
is doing to further God’s kingdom. This past year we have much to be thankful for when we look at what 
God has done through the Covenant. Local churches have participated in ministry-building and life-changing 
Covenant opportunities, such as the 30-day pivot, online gatherings for youth, pastoral cohorts to work toward 
racial righteousness, and webinars on peacemaking led by Covenant global partners from South Sudan and 
Israel/Palestine. I give thanks to God for our partnership together in the whole Gospel.
 Heading into 2021, we look to build our resiliency and leverage our strengths—as individual churches and 
together as a denomination. Each of our 890 Covenant churches is uniquely positioned in its community to 
share the hope and love of Jesus in meaningful ways. I encourage you to lean into your strengths in the coming 
year and go boldly into the places where the Holy Spirit is leading you. We do this together as the Covenant 
denomination by continuing to Start and Strengthen Churches, Develop Leaders, Make and Deepen Disciples, 
Love Mercy Do Justice, and Serve Globally.
 Most importantly, we know that our greatest strength comes when we take the time to sit with our Savior 
and remember who we are and whose we are.
 Be encouraged that after a year of challenges, God’s love still pursues us faithfully, and the Holy Spirit  
continues to find new ways to inspire us to go deeper in Christ and further in mission, together. 

“Love the Lord, all his faithful people! Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the Lord.” (Psalm 31:23-24) 

In Christ’s love,

John S. Wenrich
President, Evangelical Covenant Church
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 from the CONFERENCE
January 2021

We have finally arrived in 2021! I know that many are relieved to put 2020 behind them because it was 
a challenging year. We pray for 2021. We want more of God and his presence. We pray for his leading 
in our conference and every Covenant church in the five states that make up the Central Conference 
of the Evangelical Covenant Church.
 In Jeremiah 29:11, we read, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” The people of Israel were 
suffering and being taken to a foreign land in captivity. In the last year, we have also known pain and 
discomfort. Yet the Lord remains the same and challenges us to commit to doing well where we are 
today. Why? Because despite the circumstances, he has plans for us. Plans to give us hope and a future. 
We are called to be obedient and simply be still and know he is God. 
 In 2020, the Central Conference LEAD (Lay Leaders Equipping and Developing) initiative was 
able to adapt to the challenges created by the pandemic. The online “Lunch and Learn” training 
events for church leaders were developed and offered throughout the fall of 2020. These gatherings 
were recorded and posted on the Central Conference YouTube channel. They can be accessed via the  
conference website at www.centralconf.org. The LEAD initiative also expanded the resources found on 
the website in the “Lead Initiative” section. You can find out more by visiting our website.
 Also in 2020, local Covenant churches continued to partner with church plants in our region. We 
praise God for the commitment these established churches have to continue proclaiming the gospel in 
new locations in our conference. These church plants are facing unprecedent circumstances to gather  
people and train lay leaders, but God is good, and he is faithful! We are seeing growth in the core 
church plant groups, even with a pandemic. In 2021, the Central Conference hopes to begin two new 
church plants—one in Batavia, Illinois, and the other at a location that is being determined. Please 
pray for church plant sponsors (established Covenant churches) to financially come alongside these 
new church plants as they begin ministry in these new areas.
 This past year, COVID-19 had a profound impact on members of local Covenant churches. Many 
lost jobs, and there were medical expenses related to the pandemic for many brothers and sisters. 
Thanks to the generosity of Covenanters throughout the Central Conference, we were able to make 
COVID-19 relief funds available through the conference office. To date, we have been able to assist 
over 500 people in the Central Conference. This assistance has included: purchasing groceries, paying 
medical bills and medications, covering housing, and even funeral expenses. The conference has only 
been able to do this because of the overwhelming generosity of churches and individuals. Thank you 
for your kindness and contributions.
 We praise God that ministry in the Central Conference continues in 2021! This year, in the midst 
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of the pandemic, the Central Conference is committed to holding the conference annual gathering, 
Celebration 2021, in a virtual format. Please save the date, Saturday, April 24, 2021, for this important 
event. We will gather to do Central Conference business and move the mission forward. More details 
will be sent to your church shortly. At this gathering, we are committed to sharing the good news  
coming from local Covenant churches in our conference. God continues to move in this season, despite 
the challenges. Local churches have been challenged to go beyond their comfort zones and to adapt to 
the current realities of ministry. Great ministry is happening all around the Central Conference!
 Finally, I want to give a special word of thanks to local Covenant churches in the Central  
Conference that have faithfully continued to contribute to Central Conference ministries. It has been  
noticed and it has been appreciated. We could not continue to plant, strengthen, and connect churches  
without your prayers and financial support. Now, more than ever, we are counting on your partnership  
to continue conference ministries. You can find more information on donating to the Central  
Conference at our website.
 Please know that the Central Conference staff prays and walks with your church. We hope to be 
able to meet in person again very soon.

Much love, 

Rev. Dr. Danny Martinez
Superintendent of the Central Conference 

of the Evangelical Covenant Church
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Our custodian, Christian Schuetz, 
has continued to maintain the church 
building and grounds throughout these 
past many months, and the gardens 
were especially pleasing over the spring 
and summer, whenever anyone was 
able to get outside and take a walk 
past the church. 



STATISTICAL  REPORT
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Children Born into the Church Family
Ellie Rose Taylor, daughter of Lauren and Cody Taylor, born March 6, 2020
Miles John Meyer, son of Kristen Engebretson and Jim Meyer, born October 5, 2020

Baptism
Ayden Hunt, baptized July 21, 2020

Confirmed in the Faith on June 7, 2020
Sebastian Borras-Ziems
Ayden Hunt
Maximilian Thuswaldner

Members Lost through Death
Albert Edward Parker, April 29, 2020,  
   Chicago, Illinois
Robert Thornbloom, June 3, 2020,  
   Northbrook, Illinois
Martin Sandstrom, September 22,    
   2020, Park Ridge, Illinois

Transfers of Membership
Karen Snow, to Ebenezer Lutheran  
   Church, Chicago, Illinois
ElenaClaire (Lindholtz) Lundquist, to  
   First Covenant Church of Salina, Salina, Kansas

Total Membership at the end of December 2019:  483
Members received in 2020 0
Members lost through death 3
Members lost through transfer 2
Total Membership as of December 31, 2020: 478

Respectfully submitted,

Ann-Marie O. Frisk
Church Administrator

The first-year Confirmation students created our 
sanctuary in a video game called Minecraft, 

and the image and the students’ characters were 
used during the online worship service in which 

the second-year students were confirmed.



 from the CHURCH  CHAIR
“The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forever more.” 

- Psalm121:8

The stories of 2020 will be repeated for years to come as a time when life totally changed. We learned 
just what a pandemic was and the sacrifices we all needed to make for the safety of others. While those 
who work in healthcare and service industries continued to physically go to work, many among us 
worked or went to school from home. We stayed at home, limited our movements, wore masks, and, 
in some cases, quarantined.
 For all of us, going to church became an online activity. Hats off to everyone associated with bring-
ing “church” into our homes. It was truly a Herculean effort in those early days to figure out what to 
do, how to do it, and to make it happen so quickly, and then to continue week after week. How many 
of us fail to smile when we think about the first time we watched Dominic sing four part harmony with 
himself? It has been amazing how we have adapted to this change, how creative we have been, how 
people who rarely used technology now attend church on their computers or iPads. We have invited 
people virtually into our homes as we have read scripture, played musical instruments, prayed, and lit 
Advent candles. We greet each other through the chat box, attend church with people who are more 
than 1,000 miles away from North Park, give offering via the portal, create our own communion bread 
and wine, and sing hymns where no one hears us hit that wrong note. We have attended Bible studies 
and read books together online. We now “Zoom” just about everything, including congregational and 
town hall meetings. The youth groups and Sunday school meet online as well, and admittedly some 
activities work better in person, but we continue to do the best we can. 
 We were blessed during this year as well. A loan from a government program for small businesses 
called the “Paycheck Protection Program” (PPP), helped us meet our payroll and financial obligations 
for the year. We were able to keep all staff for both the church and the preschool employed as a result 
of accepting the loan, which has a forgiveness program. We were able to repair the sanctuary roof and 
complete some deep cleaning and building repairs. We approved a new method of giving to the ECC 
by designating our giving to specific denominational ministries for 2021. 
 As we start 2021, we yearn to greet each other in person, extend a hand of welcome, hug each oth-
er, and see each other smile. We long to gather in the sanctuary, once again behold its beauty, hear the 
organ and piano, and breathe in the history in silence. We are a changed people, because life forced a 
change upon us. How will God use us in 2021? In 2021, may the Lord continue to bless our coming 
in and our going out, for God’s glory and neighbor’s good.

Susan E. Dawson
Church Chair
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 from the CO-PASTORS
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Dear Church, 
 Happy New Year to you all! What a year it has been for us as individuals, as a church body, as a city, 
country, and world! Who would have imagined? But we are grateful to God for his faithfulness, and we 
are grateful for you and to you for the ways you have weathered this last year and been the church to 
one another and to our surrounding community. You have shown love and care in new and different 
ways. You have been flexible and creative and consistent throughout it all. Thank you!

Different... but the Same
While it seems that just about everything was somehow altered in 2020, there are many activities and 
practices of the church that we were able to continue, if in modified ways. 
 Consistent, God-honoring worship has continued. After pondering how to capture and share digital 
versions of our worship services for many years, the pandemic was the push we needed to jump all 
the way into the deep end. In fact, it is nothing short of remarkable that we’ve been able to pivot as a  
worshipping community to move entirely online as successfully as we have. Quickly, our vision for 
online worship settled in as one that would retain as much of the tradition, collaboration, and rhythm 
as we could translate into a digital space. And through pre-recorded services through the first few 
months and live-streamed worship from the sanctuary since the fall, we have been able to accomplish 
just that. Particularly, we have been grateful for just how many of us have access to smartphones and 
the ability to film and share from home, because that has enabled a wealth of creative and nourishing 
congregational participation in corporate worship as choirs, musicians, scripture readers, testimony 
sharers, and more! 
 Sunday school continued, as did so much of our shared life, including Vacation Bible School, youth 
group, board meetings, staff meetings, and Confirmation, business meetings and town halls, Bible studies,  
regular check-ins, and fellowship. Speaking of transitioning over to digital spaces almost entirely, we 
have been beyond blessed to have a creative and engaged church that has moved Sunday school, 
board meetings, Bible studies, town halls, congregational meetings, and even Vacation Bible School all  
online. We have consistently studied scripture and listened for God’s leadings in these difficult spaces, 
decided to accept and make good use of the federal Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) funds, worked 
to do the complex and collaborative work of retiring GF2 and returning to supporting the denomina-
tion with a unified method for 2021 (accomplished with an entirely online congregational meeting), 
experienced Confirmation Sunday 2020 in a digital version of the church sanctuary that was lovingly 
and painstakingly created by our confirmation students, and so much more. 
 Neighborhood Outreach continued in 2020. Amid the pandemic, it became clear to us that, while 
we could not safely do all of the things we’d like to do, we definitely wanted to continue to be a 
presence in our community and get to know our neighbors better. And so, between September and 
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December, we hosted a free pizza night, a hot chocolate stand on Halloween, and a live nativity in 
December—all safely distanced and carefully managed. These were good and important moments that 
allowed us to be in conversation with one another and with our neighbors 
 Church life in 2020 was very obviously different. We have grieved, and continue to grieve. We miss 
one another. We miss worshiping together in person. We miss our sanctuary. But our ability to continue  
these things we’ve named speaks to the creativity and talent and flexibility of our church body—of all 
of you! Further, we are so very grateful for all of the help and expertise we continue to receive from our 
volunteer tech team: David Frisk, Garry Arkema, and Steve Paska.
 
Anti-racist Church Work
Another important movement in our life together was a continued commitment to grow as an anti- 
racist church community. In Revelation, the final book of the Bible, we see a consistent picture of life 
at the end of all things where people from all languages, cultures, and appearances are gathered togeth-
er as recognizably different people fully unified in the worship of God (Rev. 7:9-10). When our church 
gathers, we don’t yet measure up to that full picture of God’s glorious kingdom, but this year has been 
one of steady commitment and growth to learn the truth about our history, to name the ways we are 
individually and communally complicit in racism, and to continue walking into the disicpline and 
possibility of an anti-racist vision for our life together in the family of God. Some notable steps in that 
journey included an evening of prayer and lament led by our youth group in the spring as we reeled 
from the deaths of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, and those in our own community 
as North Park and Albany Park saw a sharp rise in gang activity and violence. We had a reading and 
discipleship group who committed to sharing resources, learning together, and imagining new ways 
forward (Jemar Tisby and Dennis Edwards were particularly helpful to that group). And we welcomed 
Alex Negron from the School of Restorative Arts inside of Stateville Correctional Center to write a 
manuscript, which Pastor Jeff preached as we began working through Exodus this summer, helping us  
reimagine our church as a location of God’s liberation unfolding in the world. 

Gratitude for our Staff and Lay Leadership
We have said it before and we will say it again, the staff at North Park Covenant Church is marvelous. 
We are so grateful for all of the ways they bring their very best selves to ministry each and every day. 
Each of them is talented, gifted, and willing. Each of them is open to conversation and brainstorming 
and teamwork. We really couldn’t ask for a better staff team to work with. We know that not every staff 
group can laugh and joke and enjoy one another as much as we do, and that is a gift!
 Additionally, we are very grateful for the board and executive leadership that are committed to the 
work and mission of the church. They will each have their own reports, but we want to say THANK 
YOU! Thank you for leading meetings, organizing events, and shaping and molding the ways in which 
NPCC is participating in Christ’s mission in the world.



Looking to the Future
Some things we have had to put on hold, and we look forward to being able to reinstate some of these 
things soon. Additionally, there is other work to be done that we simply haven’t been able to accomplish  
in the midst of the pandemic. One thing is certain, however, and that is that living and worshiping 
together through the pandemic has affirmed our commitment to those things that are central to our 
life together. 
 We are a worshiping community that is learning to love and live into the coming Kingdom of God. 
This will continue to define us going forward, and we look forward to returning to the elements of this 
we have missed so much (coming to the same communion table in the sanctuary together! Singing 
without masks, and rejoicing in full-throated song and harmony!), and continuing to innovate and 
grow as God keeps pulling us into the future (Livestream forever and always! Enjoying conversation 
around a gather table, Renouncing white supremacy and welcoming the full community of the faithful)! 
 We are a community that will continue to talk together about the important ideas and issues that 
are before us. Many churches are full of people who disagree with each other on really important issues 
but choose to keep silent because they are afraid they can’t talk through the hard stuff and still be a 
unified body on the other end of the conversation. North Park Covenant Church is striving to be a 
place that sees a hard and important conversation and doesn’t shy away from it just because it will be 
hard. By God’s grace, we are developing a track record for coming to hard, important conversations 
with honesty and hope and coming out the other side still walking together. This year, we were able to 
do that work in the important spaces of denomination, finances, racial justice, and pandemic, and as 
we walk forward into our future together, we will keep trusting that the Spirit of God is giving each of 
us part of the picture we need to puzzle together so we can be a faithful and flourishing community of 
faith in this moment and in each of the moments to come. 
 And this year has shown us some of the places we need to focus on growing as we move forward:
 • Continuing to invest in the tools and systems that help us as a community of people (website, 
  database, etc.) 
 • We have weathered the storm of the pandemic and held our existing community together. But 
  we have yet to learn how to effectively reach out and welcome people into our little family of 
  faith with all the constraints and limitations we are living with today. We are looking forward 
  to continuing to innovate and grow in this moment when we cannot be together (virtual 
  coffee hour, neighborhood outdoor parties!) and to come back together when we can, very 
  aware of needing to make a clear and compelling welcome to those in need of a faithful com-
  munity to walk with as we respond to God’s invitation. 
 North Park Covenant Church is a wonderful and committed body of faithful believers. We will 
continue forward, together, as we follow after Jesus and remain attentive to the Holy Spirit. As we 
move into this new year, with so many unknowns, may we do so as a people whose first instinct is to 
talk to one another, ask questions, listen deeply, and share our truest stories and our deepest hopes. 
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May we move forward together in growing love and unity with Christ as our guide.

For God’s glory and neighbors’ good, 

               Pastor Libby Piotrowski        Pastor Jeff Hunter
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A Few Pandemic Ponderings

The Pandemic Ponderings compilation book is still a work in progress, and we encour-
age you to continue to think about writing something or creating something that helps  
capture some of the experiences you have lived through during this COVID-19 pandem-
ic. For now, though, we thought we would offer a couple snippets from what has been  
submitted thus far:

The first weekend when church went virtual, we also were not able to go to our usual 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra concert. Garry and I tend to be introverts so staying at 
home hasn’t been too hard for us but we do miss seeing friends and relatives. I didn’t 
realize how much I missed seeing people until the choir get-together in August. It was 
great to see everyone again! I appreciate all the church has done to do virtual services, 
but I really enjoyed in-person worship when I came to do the reading for a service in  
September. Hearing Brian play the organ and Dominic sing in person was amazing. I 
have enjoyed ushering and look forward to the time when we can have in-person  
worship again. I also liked the little communion cup with a wafer included; there are 
people who think of everything we may need for a pandemic! 
     Garry still bikes to work, and I still work my usual three days a week at the clinic. 
We wear masks now, but my office is outpatient only so I haven’t been impacted by 
COVID-19 like many hospital workers have. When the pandemic started, I was working 
shorter hours, so with my extra free time, I decided to try to call one friend or relative 
every day. I talked with many people I hadn’t contacted for a while. Now we continue 
to try to stay socially distant and avoid crowded areas. Garry and I have been enjoying 
a nightly walk to get outside and get some exercise. Hopefully the weather doesn’t get 
too cold and snowy for a while!   
     Now we have to wait and see what the holidays bring and wait until next year to see 
what changes await us! We pray for health and safety for all. 

- Helen Arkema, Fall 2020



What a summer...”COVID 19”. My hope is that something good will come out of this time 
of quarantine. So far I feel mostly the negatives; a time of alienation and mistrust, always 
looking over my shoulder and hoping I have done the right thing, wanting to be together 
with friends and making new friends I miss. I pray a lot and leave a lot in the Lord’s hands. 
Now I have withdrawn to our cabin to exercise, walk, swim, and think. It has been good. 
It is tough being “vulnerable”.     

- Sig Hulburt, September 30, 2020
 
I remember a small news story in mid-January 2020, something about a virus in China. I 
don’t recall anyone giving it too much thought. But before long, it had spread to China, 
then Europe, South America, and then Pacific Northwest of the United States. In Febru-
ary, a U.S. health doctor said that soon this virus would encompass the United States, 
and we would have a pandemic. Things began to close in March, then people began to 
wear masks. Tens of thousands of people died, and now over 200,000 have died with 
at least double or triple that number yet predicted to pass away from this virus. It is a 
sobering time.
     From a faith perspective, it has not been a time for “fluff” or painting an unrealistic, 
rosy picture. People are suffering, physically, economically, and emotionally. The church 
has adapted, going to livestream service, and observing social distancing. This has been a 
quantum change—at a time where everything has changed. It has been especially  
important to hear of God’s faithfulness through the ages and God’s steadfast love, the 
Rock and God of the ages. Something smaller than the head of a pin (the virus) has 
brought the world to its knees, but God remains the solid Rock.
     It has been amazing to see the resilience and adaptability of humans during this diffi-
cult season. People are figuring out how to accomplish their jobs from home, and some 
businesses have changed what they do. Little kids are wearing masks, and don’t see it 
as such a big deal, as everyone is doing it. 

- Brad Thompson, October 2020

The (Anecdotal) Effects of COVID-19 on North Park Covenant Church

What follows on the next few pages are some anecdotal notes about church life during the pandemic.  
Pastor Libby has tried to keep them accurate and updated throughout the pandemic and hopes to  
include them in the Pandemic Ponderings compilation when it is all over. If you see things that seem 
inaccurate or that you feel should be added, please reach out to her.
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Area of Interest Noted Impact

Worship - Increased attendance in worship, as best we can tell (up from 175 on 
average to about 200), made up largely of former members who have moved 
away, with a few regular visitors thrown in

- Super grateful for the team we have at NPCC, including our volunteer tech 
person who has helped us tremendously

- Used an empty sanctuary to film important identity pieces for worship 
(breaking candle for Good Friday, dove waving for Pentecost, Brian using the 
organ regularly)

- Increased numbers of people involved in worship—they filmed at home and 
submitted their videos

- Use of acapella app for music

- Included photos of people’s at-
home “pews” to give a deeper 
sense of togetherness

- When the stay-at-home order 
began, we were in the midst of 
Lent. We modified the Sunday 
evening Lenten services so people 
could read through the liturgy at 
home.

- Virtual communion has been 
interesting, and surprisingly sacred for many.

- In September 2020, we opened the sanctuary (for up to 50 people) with 
very careful safety measures in place; temperature checks and screenings, 
everyone socially distanced and masked at all times. Those wanting to attend 
in person had to sign up, and many were still wary of being together. 
Numbers were small, and many continued to worship via the livestream.

- By mid-November 2020, the numbers were on the rise again, and we went 
back to livestream only, with worship leaders and tech only present.

(continued on next page)



Area of Interest Noted Impact

Finances - At the beginning of the pandemic, we saw a slight dip in giving over the first 
few months, and it was hard to know what caused the dip; whether it was the 
virus or something else. It was also very difficult to predict what was to come. 

- NPCC applied for and received almost $104,000 in Paycheck Protection 
Plan (PPP) monies. Church leadership distributed information and held a 
town hall meeting before the invitation to members was called for. The 
membership voted approximately 96% in favor of using the monies for 
payroll/payroll related expenses. More conversation will be had with the 
congregation as to what we do with the loan (allow it to be forgiven or pay it 
back) once the 8-week time period is over.

- We ended the 2020 fiscal year quite behind, but with the help of the PPP 
loan, we came out with some extra. It is hoped that money can be used in the 
2021 year to continue to help us to meet payroll each month. (See budget)

- As the pandemic has continued, the requirements to have the PPP loan 
forgiven seem to have loosened. We have yet to submit our paperwork, but 
we are hopeful that our loan will be completely forgiven.

Fellowship/
Christian 
Formation 
Opportunities

We can’t be together in person, so we are trying to be creative with things. We 
have tried a number of things to try to keep us connected: 

- Bi-weekly Zoom gatherings just to check in with one another

- Three online Bible studies; two for women, one for men

- Continuing Zoom-style board meetings and Executive Council gatherings

- Sunday school for the young children was done via a weekly video email 
(with activities included)

- Confirmation outdoors, in person, and via Zoom on Sunday afternoons

- Zoom town hall meetings to discuss various topics and decisions to be made 
in the future (budget, congregational giving to the denomination)

- Online VBS in August 2020

- Several congregationally written daily devotional guides

(continued on next page)
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Area of Interest Noted Impact

Neighborhood
Outreach and
Involvement

A few things: 

- Encouraged increased congregational giving to the Friendship Center

- Continued prayer for the neighborhood; Heartwalking program; prayer tree

- Bags of groceries for the neighborhood

- Free pizza night for the neighborhood

- Hot Chocolate Stand on Halloween

- Live Nativity in December

Pastoral Care Creativity in care/different from the norm:

- Cards/contacts sent to virtually every member/friend home

- Plants to friends at Covenant Living of Northbrook (CLON)

- Plants to frontline workers/medical professionals

- Extra card from the pastors for Easter

- Zoom calls with some members 

- Candy delivery to Sunday school birthday kids

- Bible delivery to Kindergarten kids

- Grocery shopping for members and friends on Friday mornings (complete 
with delivery)

- Sunday school care packages sent to all Sunday school kids

Communication - Trying hard to flood Facebook and church emails with encouragement, fun 
questions to consider, information, etc. 

- Carried out a congregational vote via email/phone calls (see prior info on 
PPP)

- COVID-19 page on our website, in email updates, etc. 

- Regular website updates and increased written/email communication

- Collaboration with Swedish Hospital and other community organizations to 
get helpful information out there
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 from the YOUTH PASTOR
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2020 has been a difficult year for all us, and our youth at NPCC have no doubt felt the weight of the 
ongoing pandemic and the ways in which life has had to shift. However, I have been encouraged by 
their ability to be flexible and adapt to the ever-changing world around them. Though they may not 
be thrilled about it, they are incredibly resilient in their ability to embrace what is in front of them and 
try to make the best of it. Looking back over the past year, it would be easy to count all the frustrating 
times when things weren’t quite like we hoped. But, if we look again, there is also much to be thankful 
for as we see God’s hand at work among us. They say hindsight is 20/20, so maybe it is fitting that as 
we look back over this year, God’s grace and presence is evident, all the more. 

Looking Back with Gratitude 
Toward the beginning of the year, our students got to enjoy one of their favorite activities of the year—
Winter Camp! Not knowing it at the time, this was one big last hurrah of normalcy and tradition 
before the world would be turned upside down. Our high school students got to attend One Life at 
Covenant Point Bible Camp in January, when we got to spend four days enjoying winter activities and 
worshiping together. Likewise, our middle school students got to attend Winter Camp in February at 
Covenant Harbor Bible Camp. Through these opportunities, our students were able to spend inten-
tional time reflecting on their own faith journeys, as well as seeing how God is present in their lives in 
different ways.
 In March, along with the whole church, 
in-person youth activities were put on hold as 
we all stayed home to try and stop the spread 
of COVID-19. Humorously, we originally 
suspended gatherings for two weeks, think-
ing we would be back to normal in no time. 
Little did we know, this would be a reali-
ty we would endure for much of the follow-
ing year. With this new reality setting in, we  
shifted our programs to online platforms and 
began to settle into new rhythms and routines. 
We utilized Zoom to host weekly check-ins and 
explored ways in which we could still have fun through interactive online games and activities. 
 After a few long months of being locked inside, summer came with a breath of fresh air like never 
before. With falling infection rates across our community and state, we were allowed to meet together 
once again, albeit a little differently than before. Through diligent planning and putting additional 
policies in place, summer youth groups were able to gather in person. Since we weren’t able to gather  
in groups larger than 10, in order to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19, we used a pod-style 
ministry model and had various groups of students and leaders spread throughout the neighborhood 
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utilizing nearby university campuses, as well as city parks. We spent the summer focused on rebuilding 
community through small-group discussions and socially distant games. 
 Also during the summer, I took on the large project of remodeling our youth room. With a  

vision to provide a fun and exciting place the  
students would want to be in, new paint, lighting, 
decorations, games, and furniture were purchased to 
give the room a much-needed facelift. The end result 
was a bright and energetic room that will get to be 
enjoyed by students for years to come! 
      The fall was full of more creativity as we 
sought to meet the needs of our students while also  
following local and state recommendations for 
gathering together. In order to better serve our  
students, I teamed up with Desiree Robertson and 
Edgebrook Covenant Church to host combined 

youth activities. With the close proximity of our respective churches, as well as an overlap in some of 
the students we served, it was an easy partnership that had great benefits for our students. We shifted 
between many different program and activity models as we navigated the ever-changing pandemic  
reality that swirled around us. We utilized both outdoor activities and online programs in order 
to provide opportunities that all students could connect with. A couple of highlights from the fall  
included an outdoor version of our annual Fall Flannel Fiesta (our annual thanksgiving celebration) 
and a Christmas gift exchange. Though we weren’t able to gather in large groups for these events, we 
were able to provide opportunities for students to drop in and have short 
connections with Desiree, our volunteer leaders, and me. 
 Throughout the year, we also were blessed to have two interns join us. 
Alex Tsakos (at right, top) joined our team in January and was instrumental  
in helping guide our youth ministry into digital spaces. Cara Edstrom  
(at right, bottom) joined us over the summer and helped plan out our 
summer activities in ways that helped everyone stay healthy and safe. 
Alex and Cara brought incredible amounts of energy and insight to our  
ministry, and the students were thrilled to spend time getting to know 
them while they were with us. We were humbled that God brought them 
to us and allowed NPCC to be part of their journey as they were learning 
and discerning where and how God might use them in their respective 
paths. Both Alex and Cara graduated from North Park University in the 
spring of 2020. 

Looking Forward with Gratitude
With so many obstacles and challenges that presented themselves through-
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out the year, there was also much to celebrate in the midst of it all. Through having to rethink how 
I planned and hosted various programs and events, I also was challenged to examine the things that 
were important to us as a ministry. While the year wasn’t easy by any means, it also allowed us to take 
a step back from our normal rhythms and think in ways we may not have otherwise. There is much to 
be thankful for as I reflect back and also look to move forward from here. 
 I look forward to what the new year will have in store for us. In many ways, we still are navigating 
the same challenges that were present this past year. But I think this past year has taught us all a lot 
about being grateful for what we have. As we begin a new year, I have hope that at some point we will 
be able to return to some semblance of normalcy and that, when we do, it will give us a new appreci-
ation for the time we get to spend in community with one another. All of our students are longing to 
be back together again, and when that does happen, it will be a sweet moment for which I will surely 
be grateful. I’m grateful for the ways in which God has clearly been at work in our ministry, and I trust 
He will continue work through us in the future. 

Cody Taylor
Youth Pastor

Our Sunday school children led the Pentecost Sunday processional from the safety of their 
own homes and yards, while Pastor Libby recorded herself flying the dove in the sanctuary.



 from the BOARD OF 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION

The Board of Christian Formation (CF) is honored to support the life and ministry of North Park 
Covenant Church. We seek to form young and old alike to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ by  
creating opportunities for people to connect, learn, grow, share, and serve. Our board met in person 
for the first three months, and then, due to COVID restrictions, we switched to Zoom.

Sunday School 
Children in preschool through 4th grade attended in-person VBS-style classes until the middle of 
March. Since then, our children have benefitted from curriculum and music programming over Zoom 
on Sunday mornings before church. Pastor Libby delivered three Bibles to the homes of our graduating 
kindergarteners.

Adult Formation 
Pre-pandemic highlights included Tim Johnson leading us through the ECC’s Reconciling Grace  
devotional and attending the movie Just Mercy with a follow-up discussion the next Wednesday. With 

things closing down, Wednesday night Zoom meetings provided opportunity for 
continued discussions on racism and social justice issues. We read Dennis Edwards’ 
book Might from the Margins, and Pastor Edwards was our guest preacher in  
November. Beginning in 2020, we followed along with Sandy Edstrom’s Heart-
walking the Neighborhood booklet, praying for our neighbors. Lenten and Easter 
devotionals were written by members and friends of the congregation and sent out 
via daily emails as the weight of the pandemic set in. In the fall, Sandy Edstrom 
again organized a successful, day-long prayer vigil. Two Bible study groups contin-
ued their weekly gatherings using Zoom.

Youth Ministry 
Youth Ministry thrived under the leadership of our youth pastor, Cody Taylor. Cody rose to the  
challenge as he hosted small groups during warmer months, campfire worship during the fall, and 
some Zoom groups for those not comfortable attending in-person events. During this time when 
many in-person events were prohibited, Cody renovated the middle school youth room with an  
updated color scheme, coordinating wall mural, string lighting, new furniture, and a retractable  
video screen. Alex Tsakos and Cara Edstrom served as our youth ministry interns.

Camping Ministry 
On March 7, the CF Board hosted the annual camping breakfast. In addition to delicious pancakes 
and sausage, breakfast burritos were added to the menu and declared a big hit. Our congregation’s 
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strong support is evident, as the breakfast netted $1,150 for camp-
ing scholarships. Since Covenant Point and Covenant Harbor were 
shuttered for the summer, the CF Board used some of our camping 
budget to help with scholarships to CYC’s Kids College. A pod of 
8 students in this summer camp program was successfully hosted at 
NPCC with COVID restrictions in place. The CF Board approved 
support for five one-week scholarships, totaling $625. 

gather
Toward the end of the summer and into the fall, when we felt we 
could safely hold outdoor get-togethers, a hearty group of members 
and friends came to the south garden on Wednesday evenings, with 
their own meals in tow, for socially distanced gather. 

Vacation Bible School 
We were hopeful VBS could be held in person during the first week of August. As the time drew closer 
and we realized this was not possible, Brian Ward adapted a musical he had written for his school into 
a five-part virtual VBS starring our church staff. 

Live Nativity
This COVID-friendly, socially distanced event 
was added thanks to the pandemic. Our creche 
was put up in the south garden, and youth group 
kids took on the roles of Mary and Joseph. Warm 
cider and a petting zoo offered entertainment and 
brought holiday smiles to the neighborhood.

Preschool  
In March, the Preschool closed for in-person 
learning and began offering preschool classes on Zoom. And although the enrollment for Fall 2020 
was quite low, the remote learning went well and will continue at least through January 2021.

Carol Schlenkser and Sue Anderson 
Co-chairs, Board of Christian Formation
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 from the BOARD OF 
COMMUNITY CONCERN

The Board of Community Concern works to help integrate our church into its neighborhood and to 
help our church family stay abreast of neighborhood news, activities, and concerns.
 Our most significant involvement is with The Friendship Center, our local food pantry outreach. 
Last spring, The Friendship Center consolidated two locations into one 
larger set of rooms at 2711 W. Lawrence Ave. This space has allowed 
the Center to do weekly hot suppers and also provide a pet food pantry. 
During the COVID pandemic, our Friendship Center has been amazingly 
creative and busy; client intake more than doubled this spring—almost overnight—and remained 
at historical highs through the end of the year, accompanied throughout by all the challenges of  
providing food for families in a safe manner. This has involved coordinating teams of volunteers safely, 
packaging groceries and hot meals to distribute, and even home delivery for clients who have difficulty 
safely getting to the location. Every dollar makes an impact; roughly $1 provides three healthy meals. 
More information about The Friendship Center is at www.friendshipcenterchicago.org.

     NPCC is a member in the North River Commission and its local off-
shoot, the Hollywood North Park Community Association. All community 
members are able to participate in these organizations’ meetings and sign 

up for their emails. The BCC tries to pass along news about upcoming events, 
projects, and causes in which our church members may want to be involved. In 
the past year, this has included voting how to use TIF (Tax Increment Financing) 
funds as part of the Participatory Budgeting movement, and current conversations 
about how to redevelop a block of property nearby. More information about these 

organizations can be found at www.hnpca.org and www.northrivercommission.org.
 We also work with two of our local elementary schools, Peterson School and 
Hibbard School. This year, due to the pandemic, our usual tutoring program for 
Peterson School could not take place, but we hope to have that back up and running 
as soon as it is safe to do so. From your generosity, we provided grocery gift cards 
for the students at Hibbard School in the fall and will likely 
ask for assistance once more this year for these neighbors of 
ours who have been so strongly affected by the pandemic.
 If you would like to be connected with one of these organizations or have a community initiative 
you’d like to bring forward to our church, please let us know!

Laurie Thorpe and Andrea Kersten Healy
Co-chairs, Board of Community Concern
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Working alongside the pastoral staff, the Board of Deacons has responsibility for these areas of church 
life: Communion, Funerals and Special Services, Congregational Care, Guests and New Members, 
and Prayer. 
 The Deacons are involved with preparing and serving communion monthly, as well as at any 
special services throughout year. We have utilized a variety of methods of serving, including up-front 
intinction, serving in the pews, and serving up front with a kneeling rail. There is always a dedicated  
gluten-free option, and great care is taken in preparing and serving the gluten-free elements. We 
vary the type of bread used but primarily have utilized the wafers that are made by the Hindustani 
Covenant Church in India. During 2020, when worship has been restricted to online viewing from  
individual homes instead of in the sanctuary, a reminder is given prior to worship for participants 
to gather and prepare communion elements before the service starts. During the time when limited 
church attendance was permitted, a prepackaged communion option was utilized, which minimized 
the risk of virus transmission.  

Funerals and Special Services There was a memorial service for Richard Johnson in February 2020, 
but nothing in the church after that due to COVID-19 concerns. Some families chose to postpone the 
memorial service to a future date, and some had online services.  

Congregational Care involves all members of the diaconate, as each person is assigned a group of 
members and friends from the church directory. The Deacons anticipate being able to contact all these 

individuals to communicate care and inclusion in our community. Throughout the 
year there are cards signed and mailed to those who cannot make it to worship in 
person. There was poinsettia delivery at Christmas as has been the tradition in the 
past, although visits in person have been discontinued. We have begun offering an 
option for post-worship participation via the live stream service this month. Facil-
itated by Brad Thompson initially, there will be discussion questions and a chance 
for attendees to stay after church and participate. We want everyone to feel they 

are still part of an active faith community even though the way we worship and socialize has been so 
greatly altered.

Guests and New Members The Deacons have utilized a Deacon Table in the past during Coffee  
Hour, and there was discussion about having it out again at the beginning of 2020, but then worship 
in the sanctuary was cancelled. We hope to have the option of the Deacon Table sometime in 2021. 
The purpose of the Deacon Table is to have a place for visitors to be welcomed and be able to obtain 
information about North Park Covenant Church.  

 from the BOARD OF DEACONS
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Prayer During 2020, it was decided to designate February as a prayer month, instead of just a week in 
January. Materials were provided to congregants, and boards and committees 
were encouraged to utilize the materials in their meetings. In addition, Sandy  
Edstrom had prepared a 52-week Heartwalking the Neighborhood booklet, 
with the entire North Park neighborhood being assigned to a specific week for 
prayer. Each week the bulletin has had the streets mentioned that were to be 
prayer for during that week. The Prayer for the Journey segment of the morn-
ing worship service has continued throughout the year, as well.   

Benevolence is another area of responsibility for the Deacons. Although the 
monthly post-worship offering has not been able to be maintained recently, there have been donations 
made to the benevolence fund and a sense of concern expressed for our neighbors and friends who 
may have needs during this time. Through the bulletin and church communications, there has been 
invitations given for those who have need or know of others who could benefit from assistance to 
contact the pastors or the Deacon co-chairs. The co-chairs are Tim Johnson and Joanna Sjoblom, with 
the remaining members being Su Chase-Ziolek, Brad Thompson, Joan Zetterlund, Peter Frisk, Louise 
Hedstrom, Herb Hedstrom, Barb Goode, and Lisa Peterson. 

Tim Johnson and Joanna Sjoblom 
Co-chairs, Board of Deacons
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In November, on Christ the King Sunday, we burned the palms we had waved 
on Palm Sunday, marking the transition from Pentecost to Advent.



 from the BOARD OF  TRUSTEES
The Board of Trustees is responsible for the management of church facilities and for financial oversight 
of church expenditures and operations. They are also responsible for counting the offering each week.
 This year has been so different from last year! The COVID pandemic that hit our nation in March 
has drastically changed the way we live and worship. Nevertheless, the church has found creative ways 
to join together to worship, learn, and support each other (albeit remotely). The church building has 
been used less this year due to the inability to be physically together for much of the year, but this lack 
of use also provided the opportunity to do some much-needed cleaning and repairs.

Church Property Repair or Replacement 
 •  Using funds from memorial donations, a new commercial dishwasher was purchased and 
  installed in the kitchen in January 2020. 
 •  In order to better provide for a remote worship service experience, a new video system was 
  purchased in August and installed in September to enable livestreaming of our services.
 • The church custodian and a Trustee volunteer stripped and re-waxed the church floors; repainted 
  the church office, basement corridors, and coffee lounge areas; replaced damaged ceiling tiles; 
  and repaintd damaged wall areas. The custodian also repainted the light poles and wrought-iron 
  hand railings in front of the church and replaced missing glass on outside lights. Church carpets 
  were professionally steam cleaned in April. New smoke alarms also were installed in the church.
 •  An electrician was hired to repair some electrical lighting in the front of the church.
 •  Two members of the Trustees installed wood flooring in the tower room storage area in January.
 •  A new washer and dryer were installed in the two-flat rental property in April. Plumbing repairs,  
  additional door locks, pipe insulation, and repairs to the catch basin were also completed on 
  the building during the year. 
 •  Roof repairs were made to the main sanctuary and the east wall balcony area in early December 
  in an attempt to stop the water intrusion issues that have seriously degraded the balcony wall,  
  stained glass archway, and adjoining stairway. A masonry repair contract was awarded, but 
  unfortunately, the work was not able to be done before the winter weather arrived. It will be  
  done once the weather allows. We will continue to monitor the wall over the winter and spring  
  to ensure that the water infiltration issues have been taken care of before the eventual rebuild 
  of the balcony wall and stained glass take place.
 
 Again in 2020, NPCC members and friends demonstrated their ministry commitment through  
organized work days and additional behind-the-scenes donations of time and expertise by a number of 
dedicated members who contributed many hours to maintaining our facilities.

Dave Dawson and Anders Johnson
Co-chairs, Board of Trustees22



 church life amidst a PANDEMIC
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On the next few pages are some images of our church life as it took place in 2020. Despite the 
COVID-19 pandemic, our church was active and serving our congregation and the greater communi-
ty, for God’s glory and neighbors’ good. 

Pastor Libby, Ian, and Anders 
prepare pancakes and breakfast 
burritos for those who attended 
the Camping Breakfast in March.

Harry and Noah served up sausages



In the spring, we invited members and friends to share photos of their 
home “pews”, the spaces in which they worshiped each Sunday.



In July, Sandy Edstrom put together an 
outdoor prayer tree for the neighborhood 

to utilize. All were invited to pin their 
written prayers to the fabric wrapped 
around a tree on Christiana Avenue.  

On September 18, NPCC 
members and friends made it 

possible for us to give away 
more than 80 free Dominos 

pizzas to our neighbors!
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On September 19, church 
members and friends and 
their pets gathered in 
the south garden for our 
annual pet blessing. It 
was a beautiful day to be 
outside in God’s creation 
to acknowledge the joy 
God’s creatures bring to 
our lives. 
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In October, Pastor Libby 
conducted a virtual memorial 
service from the columbarium.

Also in October, we held our now-
annual Hot Chocolate Stand on the 

corner of Christiana and Berwyn, 
welcoming trick-or-treaters and 

handing out prepared cups of cocoa.

Teg, riding a dragon, and Johanna, 
dressed as “Hermione Granger”, 
made their way through the neigh-
borhood, fueled by some of church’s 
hot cocoa



During virtual Sunday school in November, Evan 
put together a plate of foods, reflecting the wide 

variety of foods God gives us to nourish our bodies.

In December, we hosted a Live Nativity, 
complete with hot cider and a llama!



Due to the need to hold our Julotta service 
virtually, we gave members and friends the 
option of reserving a goody bag, filled with tasty 
foods normally enjoyed at the Julotta fika and 
packets of hot cocoa mix, as well as coloring pages, 
Scandinavian ornaments, and greenery.

The sanctuary was beautiful, though quite empty, 
for the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.

The Wednesday morning women’s Bible study led us in lighting the Advent candles 
one Sunday in December.



We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525

Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

           Church Staff      

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

            North Park Church Cooperative Preschool    
www.npcovenant.org/npccp • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org  

Rebecca Edwards, Interim Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Lead Teacher • Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher

             The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry    
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625

www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org 
Ross Outten, Director of Development

N o r t h   P a r k   C o v e n a n t   C h u r c h
5250  North  Christiana  Avenue •  Chic ago,  Illinois  60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org 

             Missionaries We Support     
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska 
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America 

Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl, Field Representatives for Europe
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