DECEMBER 20, 2020
+ FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT +
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE						

Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne
Mark Hayes, arr. Douglas E. Wagner
Brian Ward, Organ

		
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Libby Piotrowski, Cody Taylor, and Jeff Hunter

* OPENING HYMN 139				

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

CALL TO WORSHIP							
In this season of expectation,
we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah.
Into the bustle of our lives
and the hard-to-find moments of solitude,
we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah.
Into our homes and situations,
along with friends and families,
we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah.
Into our hearts, and those often-hidden parts of our lives,
we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah.
For beneath the surface of your story
is an inescapable fact:
You entered this world
as vulnerable as any one of us
in order to nail that vulnerability to the cross.
Our fears, our insecurities, and our sins—
all that can separate us from God—
were exchanged, by your grace, for love.
We cannot comprehend the reasoning;
only marvel that Salvation comes to us
through a baby born in a stable,
and reaches out to a world in need.
In this season of anticipation,
we prepare to welcome Christ Jesus, Messiah.

written by John Birch

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES				
Sunday School Children
We live on the brink every day. We stand on the threshold between this world and the next
one. We live and move between the ordinary and divine, between the mundane and the
mystery. Too often, we forget to look up and see the angels in our living room. We forget
that the love we give and live is a sign of eternity, God with us, right now. We forget that
company is coming.
Luke tells us that God’s favor came to a girl, an ordinary girl. It might have been you or your
daughter; it might have been the girl down the street or your grandchild. But the messenger
of God came and greeted her and said, “The Lord is with you.” What a gift and a promise:
Emmanuel, God is with us.
We light this candle remembering that love is on the way. It is a love that knows no beginning
and no end; a love that is the same yesterday, today, and forever. We love because God first
loved us. We light this candle of love because company is coming.
O come, O come, Emmanuel.
God of hope, who brought love into this world, be the love that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought peace into this world, be the peace that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought joy into this world, be the joy that dwells between us.
God of hope, the rock we stand upon, be the center, the focus of our lives always,
and particularly this Advent time. Amen.
		

Sung Response 135, verse 4

		

Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus

* PASSING THE PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
VOCAL SOLO						

Ave Maria
J.S. Bach/Charles Gounod
Dominic German, Baritone

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES					
Sofie Piotrowski, Reader
Old Testament Reading							 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
New Testament Reading						
Romans 16:25-27
* Gospel Reading								
Luke 1:26-38
		 This is the Word of the Lord.
		 Thanks be to God.
WORD FOR THE CHILDREN

MESSAGE										

Cody Taylor

CONGREGATIONAL SONG							
Behold
David Kauffman
2003 GFTS Music Publishing Company (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory								
		
* Doxology 48
* Prayer of Dedication
* CLOSING HYMN 140					

Song of the Watchmen
Edvard Grieg

Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE						
		
* Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus
arr. Brian Ward
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: the Covenant Church of Congo, following the peaceful election of a
new president and vice president; Marit and Seth Awes and family, mourning the passing of both of
Seth’s parents, Mel and Sue, from COVID-19 on December 10; Dominic German, diagnosed with
COVID-19 but feeling he’s on the tail end of it and able to remain at home; Dick Lucco, beginning a
new chemotherapy treatment and anticipating a scan in a few weeks; Sandy Edstrom’s grandson Matt
Carlson, his girlfriend, and his roommate, all diagnosed with COVID; Pastor Libby’s dad, Craig
Johnson, home after a lengthy hospital stay and working toward a level of health that will allow him
to have surgery on his epiglottis; Meredith Stevenson, a colleague of Brian Ward, now home and feeling much better; Marti Hindaileh and family, mourning the passing of her sister Sandy Losey, from
COVID, and feeling distant from her sister Tami Losey, lonely and scared without Sandy; Jim Hosek,
home again after a setback in his recovery resulted in a return to the hospital; Doug Schiller shared
during a recent Prayer for the Journey about his experiences working with students who face significant challenges, especially during this time of COVID; Barb Goode’s nephew Kendall King, home
after being hospitalized for a plasma cell tumor that caused a break in his vertebrae, and awaiting test
results to determine treatment; Doug Schiller’s good friend Channing Finkbeiner, hospitalized with
COVID but making great progress toward health; RosaLinda Canchola and family, mourning the
passing of her brother, Roger, from COVID; Dave Schlensker’s father, Mike, is now home after a brief
hospitalization with COVID, and his brother, Pete, has also been diagnosed with the virus but is feeling well; Heidi Hedberg, daughter to Martha and Peter Frisk and sister to David Frisk, recuperating
following surgery; Roger Nelson, in declining health; Pastor Cody and Lauren Taylor’s friend Sarah
Lindsey, undergoing chemotherapy; healthcare workers and first responders, who regularly sacrifice
their own health and the health of their families to care for sick patients
Today begins week 51 of Heartwalking the Neighborhood: Please be in prayer for Friedrich Von
Steuben Metropolitan Science Center, and for Swedish Hospital and its staff, doctors, nurses, and
patients.
Due to ongoing COVID concerns, we will continue to hold worship online only and suspend any
other in-person gatherings until the new year at the earliest. If you are in need of a call or a visit, or
anything else to help you get through this difficult and isolating time, please reach out either to me or
to Libby and Jeff at copastors@npcovenant.org.

Come enjoy a Live Nativity! Tonight, from 4 to 5:30 pm,
we will have a live nativity set up in the south garden. Come
enjoy a cup of hot cider while you visit the Holy Family and
take a peek at some live animals.

You are invited to give a gift to our missionaries: Each year, we collect donations to give as a Christmas gift to the Covenant missionaries our church supports: John & Letha Kerl, Peter & Anna Kim,
Paul & Sheryl Noren, Eugenio & Pia Restrepo, and James & Rachel Ventress. If you would like to
contribute, you may do so by giving online (selecting “Missionary Gift” from the drop-down menu)
or by sending in a check to the church clearly marked for the Missionary Gift. The deadline for the
church to receive these gifts is Monday, December 21.

You’re Invited! Alyssa Anderson and Dave Holmes would
be honored to have you tune in to their wedding ceremony
livestream on Sunday, December 27, at 4 pm. You can find the
service at live.npcovenant.org.

Chr istmas Worship Calendar
all services will be livestreamed at live.npcovenant.org
Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 5 pm: We
welcome you to prepare candles in your homes, so that, as this virtual service
progresses and the lights are dimmed, the light of Christ will shine in your homes
and in your hearts.
Friday, December 25, Julotta Service, 6:30 am: Julotta, our traditional Swedish
Christmas morning service, will be held virtually this year at 6:30am on Christmas morning. It’s a little crazy, we know. But it’s a good crazy. We invite y’all to
wake up early with a cup of coffee (if you have wee ones, they’ll be up anyway),
gather a tasty treat or two, and settle in to worship on this most blessed of days.
If you signed up to receive a Julotta goody bag from church, it will be delivered
between the hours of 9 and 11 am on Christmas Eve Day.
Sunday, December 27, Carol Sing Prelude, 10:20 am: The Sunday after Christmas, we will begin our worship service ten minutes early to enjoy a Carol Sing
Prelude. If you have a favorite carol you would like to sing, please email it to
Ann-Marie Frisk at afrisk@npcovenant.org by Wednesday, December 23, and
we’ll do our best to include it!

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.npcovenant.org/npccp • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org
Rebecca Edwards, Interim Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Lead Teacher • Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl, Field Representatives for Europe
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