DECEMBER 13, 2020
+ THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT +
A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
PRELUDE							

From Heaven Above to Earth I Come
David N. Johnson
Brian Ward, Organ

WELCOME
* OPENING HYMN 126 				

Libby Piotrowski
Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE				

Women’s Bible Study

We want everything to look nice: the decorations of the season, our homes with their lights
and tinsel, wreaths and ribbons. We want to lighten the darkness around us, bring beauty
to the ugliness that wears us down. We decorate because it is tradition. Because it lifts our
hearts. Because it makes us feel like children again. We deck our halls because company is
coming.
The prophet Isaiah smiled when he said, “God will give a garland instead of ashes, the oil of
gladness instead of mourning, a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.” No matter how far
we feel from the spirit of the season, God promises to decorate us with love and with joy.
We light this candle as a sign of our joy in the beautiful things of this season—not just the
things that glitter and flash, but the deeper things, the beauty of the heart and the soul, the
beauty of love shared in service and hospitality. We light this candle of joy because company
is coming.
O Come, O Come Emmanuel.
God of hope, who brought love into this world, be the love that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought peace into this world, be the peace that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought joy into this world, be the joy that dwells between us.
God of hope, the rock we stand upon, be the center, the focus of our lives always,
and particularly this Advent time. Amen.
		

Sung Response 135, verse 3

Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus

+ THE FIRST LESSON +
Genesis 3:8-15 						

Brad Thompson, Reader
God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent’s head.

ANTHEM						
Of the Father’s Love Begotten
							
arr. Robert Lind
Members of the Chancel Choir, Dominic German, Director
+ THE SECOND LESSON +
Genesis 22:15-18 					
Libby Piotrowski, Reader
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed.
SPECIAL MUSIC					
Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come
							
arr. Brian Ward
Maja Applequist, Violin; Scott Applequist, Viola; Linnea Applequist, Cello
+ THE THIRD LESSON +
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 					
Darren DeRousse, Jr., Reader
Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah.
CONGREGATIONAL SONG			
							

Be the Center
Michael Frye

1999 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing
(Integrity Music, David C. Cook))

Carol Olfelt, Soprano; Brian Ward, Baritone and Piano; and Dominic German, Guitar

+ THE FOURTH LESSON +
Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9 					
Michelle Clifton-Soderstrom, Reader
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.
HYMN 124								
+ THE FIFTH LESSON +
Luke 1:26-35, 38 					
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
VOCAL DUET					

O Promised One of Israel

Cody Taylor, Reader
Behold
David Kauffman

2003 GFTSMusic Publishing Company (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

Carol Olfelt, Soprano; Brian Ward, Tenor; and Dominic German, Guitar

+ THE SIXTH LESSON +
Luke 2:1-7 							
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.

Christine Olfelt, Reader

VOCAL SOLO					
Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine
							
arr. Curtis Hanson
Barbara Hunt, Soprano, and Ayden Hunt, Harp
+ THE SEVENTH LESSON +
Luke 2:8-16 								
The shepherds go to the manger.

Jeff Hunter, Reader

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory							

Away in the Manger
arr. Donald Sosin and Sandra Kersten
Linnea Healy, Soprano; Cheryl Borgeson, Flute; and Sandi Kersten, Harp
* Doxology 48
* Prayer of Presentation

+ THE EIGHTH LESSON +
Matthew 2:1-11					
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

Abbie Smith, Reader

VOCAL QUARTET					
In the Bleak Midwinter
							
Christina Rosetti
							
arr. Harold Darke
Carol Olfelt, Soprano; Ann-Marie Frisk, Alto; Brian Ward, Tenor; and Dominic German, Bass
+ THE NINTH LESSON +
* John 1:1-14						
St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.

Kurt Peterson, Reader

HYMN 147						

O Come, All Ye Faithful

* BENEDICTION					

Jeff Hunter and Cody Taylor

POSTLUDE						
							

Voluntary on “Forest Green”
Patricia Lou Harris

* Please rise in body or in spirit.

2020 Christmas Greetings
By their gifts to Camping Scholarships,
the following members and friends extend
their Christmas greetings to you this season:
Mary Ann Ahlgren

Don and Kay Olson

Sue and Kevin Anderson
and family

Joline and Steve Paska

Nancy and Will Bromley
Gunnel Brunsell
LeRoy and Colleen Carlson
Karen Darelius
Susan, Dave, and Krista Dawson
Sandy Edstrom
Barb and John Goode
Louise and Herb Hedstrom
LeRoy and Marge Johnson
Lori Johnson
Sally Johnson
Chuck and Jan Olson

Lynn and Pete Pearson
the Piotrowski family
Sue Sandstrom and family
Mel Soderstrom
the Strom family
the Swanson-Nystrom family
Eileen Thorpe
Linda Townsend and Mike Polzin
Sue Vandervoort
Joyce Viken
Bill and Ruthanne Werner
Joan Zetterlund

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License # 2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved.
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: the Covenant community in Congo, preparing for tomorrow’s election
of a new president and vice president; Sandy Edstrom’s grandson Matt Carlson, his girlfriend, and his
roommate, all diagnosed with COVID; Marti Hindaileh and family, mourning the passing of her
sister Sandy Losey, from COVID, and feeling distant from her sister Tami Losey, lonely and scared
without Sandy; Jim Hosek, home again after a setback in his recovery resulted in a return to the
hospital; Doug Schiller shared during a recent Prayer for the Journey about his experiences working with
students who face significant challenges, especially during this time of COVID; Barb Goode’s nephew
Kendall King, home after being hospitalized for a plasma cell tumor that caused a break in his vertebrae, and awaiting test results to determine treatment; Pastor Libby’s dad, Craig Johnson, hospitalized
but improving in lung function, which is required for him to undergo surgery to remove the cancer
on his epiglottis; Meredith Stevenson, a colleague of Brian Ward hospitalized with COVID-19 and
low oxygen levels; Doug Schiller’s good friend Channing Finkbeiner, hospitalized with COVID but
making great progress toward health; RosaLinda Canchola and family, mourning the passing of
her brother, Roger, from COVID; Dave Schlensker and family, mourning the sudden passing of
his mother, Liz, following a COVID-related heart attack, and whose father, Mike, is now home after
a brief hospitalization with COVID, and his brother, Pete, has also been diagnosed with the virus;
Heidi Hedberg, daughter to Martha and Peter Frisk and sister to David Frisk, recuperating following
surgery; Roger Nelson, in declining health; Dick and Valerie Lucco, grateful for your prayers; Pastor
Cody and Lauren Taylor’s friend Sarah Lindsey, undergoing chemotherapy; healthcare workers and
first responders, who put themselves in harm’s way every day
Today begins week 50 of Heartwalking the Neighborhood: Please be in prayer for Northeastern
Illinois University, and for our neighbors west of Saint Louis Avenue.
Due to ongoing COVID concerns, we will continue to hold worship online only and suspend any
other in-person gatherings until the new year at the earliest. If you are in need of a call or a visit, or
anything else to help you get through this difficult and isolating time, please reach out either to me or
to Libby and Jeff at copastors@npcovenant.org.
Julotta will be held virtually this Christmas, but we still want everyone who
plans to worship with us to have the comforts of our traditional post-Julotta fika.
To that end, we will be providing to each household a goody bag containing many
of the foods we would typically enjoy together in the parlors. If you would like a
Julotta goody bag to be prepared for you, please fill out this form by the end of
the day today. The bags will be delivered between the hours of 9 and 11 am on
Christmas Eve.

The North Park Readers will be meeting via Zoom on Tuesday, December 15, at 7 pm. This month’s
book is Persuasion, Jane Austen’s last completed novel. If you wish to join us for our conversation that
evening and are not already on the book club email list, please contact Jan Olson at janice.olson65@
gmail.com with your information, and we will gladly add you to the list.
You are cordially invited to a VIRTUAL bridal shower for Alyssa Anderson and Dave Holmes on
Saturday, December 19, at 10:30 am. Due to COVID restrictions, Alyssa and Dave will have a small
family wedding on Sunday, December 27, 2020, with a larger celebration to follow in 2021. We hope
that you will be able to join us via Zoom to celebrate Alyssa and Dave as they embark on married life.
If you plan to attend, please RSVP using this form. If you would like to contribute to a group gift,
please contact Lisa Applequist at theapplequists@gmail.com or (847) 867-2782. Otherwise, gifts can
be dropped off at Krista Olson-Brady’s house (5339 North St. Louis Ave.) after 3 pm each day. Please
text Krista at (773) 710-1302 to arrange a time to drop off a gift. Alyssa and Dave are registered at
Amazon and REI. Visit their wedding website for more information.
Alyssa and Dave would also love to have you tune in to their wedding ceremony live stream on
Sunday, December 27, at 4 pm via live.npcovenant.org.

Come enjoy a Live Nativity! On Sunday, December 20, from
4 to 5:30 pm, we will have a live nativity set up in the south
garden. Come enjoy a cup of hot cider while you visit the Holy
Family and take a peek at some live animals.
A little help is needed for the Live Nativity event on December 20! The event runs from 4 to 5:30
pm, but Pastor Libby could use some help anytime between 3 and 6 pm. If you are willing and able to
help with set up, serving cider (in a very safe and controlled way), or clean up, please let Pastor Libby
know by emailing her at lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org.
You are invited to give a gift to our missionaries: Each year, we collect donations to give as a Christmas gift to the Covenant missionaries our church supports: John & Letha Kerl, Peter & Anna Kim,
Paul & Sheryl Noren, Eugenio & Pia Restrepo, and James & Rachel Ventress. If you would like to
contribute, you may do so by giving online (selecting “Missionary Gift” from the drop-down menu)
or by sending in a check to the church clearly marked for the Missionary Gift. The deadline for the
church to receive these gifts is Monday, December 21.
On Thursday, December 24, we will hold our annual Christmas Eve Candlelight service at 5 pm
via live.npcovenant.org. Throughout this virtual service, lights will be extinguished in the sanctuary,
preparing the congregation to light their own candle and sing Silent Night. We welcome you to prepare candles in your homes so that, as the service progresses and the lights are dimmed, the light of
Christ will shine in your homes and in your hearts.

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.npcovenant.org/npccp • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org
Rebecca Edwards, Interim Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Lead Teacher • Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl, Field Representatives for Europe
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