NOVEMBER 29, 2020
+ FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT +
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE							
		
		

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme
Johann Sebastian Bach
Brian Ward, Organ

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			

Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

* OPENING HYMN 120					

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE				
Herb and Louise Hedstrom
If ever there were a year we needed Advent, this is the year. We hardly know how to describe
the year we have lived through. We hesitate to reflect on all the mess around us in 2020.
All we know is that nothing seems right, nothing seems like it used to be... nothing.
We need Advent!
The prophet Isaiah cried out for us, “O that you would tear open the heavens and come down…
To make your name known… so that nations might tremble at your presence.” So tear through
the mess, O Lord, and come down to us again. We long to be your people, a people of hope.
We light this first candle as a sign of our hope. Hope that you can meet us, even in the mess of
our world. Hope that you still see us, though we feel we are lost in the rubble. Let this light be
the guide that brings us to Emmanuel once more.
O come, O come, Emmanuel.
The candle is lit.
God of hope, who brought love into this world, be the love that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought peace into this world, be the peace that dwells between us.
God of hope, who brought joy into this world, be the joy that dwells between us.
God of hope, the rock we stand upon, be the center, the focus of our lives always,
and particularly this Advent time. Amen.
		

Sung Response 135, verse 1

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

			

Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus

CHORAL ANTHEM								
Keep Your Lamps!
		
André Thomas
		
Members of the Chancel Choir, Dominic German, Director
PRAYER FOR THE JOURNEY						

Doug Schiller

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES					
Christian Schuetz, Reader
Old Testament Reading							
Isaiah 64:1-9
New Testament Reading							 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
* Gospel Reading								
Mark 13:24-37
		 This is the Word of the Lord.
		 Thanks be to God.
WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
MESSAGE									

Jeff Hunter

CONGREGATIONAL SONG						
		

Days of Elijah
Robin Mark

		

1996 Song Solutions Daybreak (Admin. by Song Solutions www.songsolutions.org)

Led by Dominic German, Anders Johnson, Linnea Olfelt, and Brian Ward

PASTORAL PRAYER
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory							
		
Doxology 48
Prayer of Dedication
* CLOSING HYMN 133					

Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus
Rowland Hugh Prichard

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE										
Jubilate
		
Gordon Young
* Please rise in body or in spirit.

Days of Elijah
Robin Mark
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: RosaLinda Canchola and family, mourning the passing of her brother,
Roger, from COVID, as five other members also have contracted the virus; Marti Hindaileh’s sister
Sandy Losey, hospitalized with COVID, among other serious health issues, and her sister Tami Losey,
also diagnosed with COVID but able to stay at home; Heidi Hedberg, daughter to Martha and Peter
Frisk and sister to David Frisk, recuperating following surgery; Pastor Libby’s father, Craig Johnson,
hospitalized due to pulmonary embolisms in both lungs; Dave Schlensker and family, mourning the
sudden passing of his mother, Liz, following a COVID-related heart attack, and whose father, Mike, is
now also hospitalized with COVID; Roger Nelson, in declining health; Roger Nelson’s daughter and sonin-law, Susan and Kevin Gottormsen, as well as Kevin’s father, Richard, all diagnosed with COVID; all
of the healthcare workers and first responders who regularly sacrifice their own health and the health
of their families to care for sick patients; those in Nicaragua, suffering the effects of Hurricane Iota;
Connie Speake, recuperating after surgeries on her spine and hip; Fran Fostey’s sister, Alice Westlind,
recuperating following surgery on her ankle, broken in a fall; Jim Hosek, recuperating at home following
surgery on October 29; Jim and Andy Meyer, mourning the passing of their grandmother Rita Meyer
on October 29; Doug Schiller’s good friend Channing Finkbeiner, hospitalized with COVID but
making progress toward health; Dick and Valerie Lucco, grateful for your prayers; Pastor Cody and
Lauren Taylor’s friend Sarah Lindsey, undergoing chemotherapy
Today begins week 48 of Heartwalking the Neighborhood: Please be in prayer for North Park
University, and for our friends at Covenant Home of Chicago and Chicago Methodist Senior Services.
You are invited to a Blue Christmas Service on Thursday, December 10, at 7
pm. We recognize that the holidays are not an easy or joyful time for everyone,
and this year may be more difficult for more people than is typical. Often the
grief and pain we carry is felt more keenly in these moments of celebration. Our
Blue Christmas service is a communion service that invites each of us to bring all
of our pain and grief to the stable as we marvel that God is Emmanuel, God with
us. If you are feeling a heavy weight during this season, come and worship with
us. If you are willing to come and stand alongside those whose burden is heavy,
come and worship with us. (Due to the virtual nature of this service, those who Image created by Audrey Dickison
wish to participate in communion will need to have the elements available to them where they are.)
We will share the Zoom link for this service as the date draws closer.
You are invited to extend your Christmas greetings to the members and friends of North Park
Covenant Church by donating the amount of your choice, which will go toward camping scholarships!
Please fill out the form found here and submit your payment (either online, selecting “Camping Fund”
from the drop-down menu, or via a check with “Camping Fund” in the memo line) no later than
Thursday, December 10, and your name will appear in the bulletin on Sunday, December 13.

Join us on Sunday, December 13, for our annual Service of Lessons and Carols! We are working
to create a Lessons & Carols experience that will be meaningful, despite being held virtually. We hope
you will be there at 10:30 am via live.npcovenant.org.

Come enjoy a Live Nativity! On Sunday, December 20, from 4 to 5:30
pm, we will have a live nativity set up in the south garden. Come enjoy a
cup of hot cider while you visit the Holy Family and take a peek at some
live animals.
Julotta will be held virtually this Christmas, but we still want everyone
who plans to worship with us to have the comforts of our traditional postJulotta fika. To that end, we will be providing to each household a goody
bag containing many of the foods we would typically enjoy together in the
parlors. To have a Julotta goody bag prepared for you prior to Christmas Eve,
please fill out this form by Sunday, December 13. Goody bags will be delivered
between the hours of 9 and 11 am on Christmas Eve.
Please Prayerfully Consider Your Pledge: November is when we, as a congregation, pledge our
support for the work of North Park Covenant Church. A pledge form for 2021 can be found here.
Please give prayerful consideration to what you can contribute to the support of our church for the
next year. If you would like to make your pledge with a physical card, please reach out to me. If you
feel called to pledge your time and talents as well, please contact the co-pastors, Libby and Jeff.
Each year, we collect a special offering for Covenant World Relief, usually asking you to collect
change in a soup can. This year is, as we all know, different, so we will be asking you to collect change
in a receptacle of your choosing at home and bring it to church by appointment, to submit a donation
via the church website, or to mail a check to the church with “Covenant World Relief ” in the memo
line, between November 25 and December 2.
From the Friendship Center: This fall, we are asking our friends to help us feed hungry families with
a really simple action—bring us your jars of loose change. We’ve had a great response from neighbors
who would usually join us to march in the annual Hunger Walk, where we raise money and awareness
about hunger in our city. Last year, we raised over $3,000 in food credits at this event, and we’re confident we can make that up just a few cents at a time. So far, the average change jar has totaled about
$15, so if we get to 200 jars, we’ll reach our goal. It might not seem like much, but when we gather
together the efforts of everyone, it can add up to a lot! We’re continuing this effort through the end of
the year, and our Lincoln Square location (2711 W. Lawrence) is open to take donations during the
following hours:
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 10 am - 4 pm
Thursday, 10 am - 8 pm
Tuesday, 12 - 7 pm
Saturday, 12 - 4 pm

Pandemic Ponderings… for Posterity: It has been eight months, now, since the global pandemic
began and life changed dramatically for us. So much has changed about the way we do life, ministry,
and worship at North Park Covenant Church, and so much has changed in individual and family life,
too. While we don’t know exactly how long this pandemic will last and how long we will need to be so
very careful, we would like to start compiling a COVID-19 Memory Book: How the Pandemic of 2020
Changed Our Lives. It will contain a recap of the ways in which we have altered life at church—ministry and worship—but it would be wonderful to also be able to include some thoughts, notes, and
journal entries from all of you. How has the pandemic changed the way you are living? What have you
learned? What has been hard? What has been good? Do you have stories to share? Perhaps you have
already been keeping a journal of sorts and have pieces you would be willing to share, or perhaps this
is just the impetus you need to write or create something.
Please send your writings (short written observations, longer reflections, paintings or drawings, photos—however you might feel most comfortable expressing yourself ) to Pastor Libby via email when
you’re ready. And, of course, feel free to reach out if you have questions, too. Once complete, this
memory book will be available to any who would like a copy. It will also serve as a memory piece for
the archives.
The text for today’s choral anthem is as follows:
Keep Your Lamps!
André Thomas
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
the time is drawing nigh.
Children, don’t get weary
’til your work is done.
Christian journey soon be over,
the time is drawing nigh.
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
the time is drawing nigh.

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.npcovenant.org/npccp • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org
Rebecca Edwards, Interim Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Lead Teacher • Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl, Field Representatives for Europe
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