NOVEMBER 8, 2020
+ TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST +
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE					

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy
Gordon Young
Brian Ward, Organ
Jeff Hunter, Libby Piotrowski, Cody Taylor

INTROIT			
Clothe Yourself, My Soul, with Gladness (563, verses 1 and 2)
						
* CALL TO WORSHIP				
from Psalm 78
O my people, open your ears to what I am saying,
I will open my mouth with a parable;
		 I will utter hidden things, things from of old—
things we have heard and known,
		 things our ancestors have told us.
We will listen!
We will not hide these truths from our children;
		 we will tell the next generation
about the glorious deeds of the Lord,
		 about his power and his mighty wonders.
We will speak!
So each generation should set its hope anew on God,
		 not forgetting his glorious miracles
		 and obeying his commands.
We will hope in the Lord!

* OPENING HYMN 265		

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!

* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)
* PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
READING OF THE SCRIPTURES				
Old Testament Reading		
New Testament Reading 		
* Gospel Reading 			
		 The Word of the Lord.
		 Thanks be to God.

Dave Dawson, Reader
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
ANTHEM							

Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit
William Dawson
Carol Olfelt, Soprano; Ann-Marie Frisk, Alto;
Brian Ward, Tenor; Dominic German, Baritone

MESSAGE					
* CONGREGATIONAL SONG 727		

Jeff Hunter

Where Justice Rolls Down
Led by Dominic German, Kristen Hunter, and Brian Ward

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity		
Offertory									
* Doxology 48
* Prayer of Dedication
* CLOSING HYMN 732						

Elevation in F major
Alexandre Guilmant

Lift Every Voice and Sing

* BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE									
* Please rise in body or in spirit.

Soon and Very Soon
Andrae Crouch

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License # 2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved.

Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Connie Speake, recuperating after surgeries on her spine and hip on
November 4; Fran Fostey’s sister, Alice Westlind, recuperating following surgery on her ankle, broken
in a fall; Jim and Andy Meyer, mourning the passing of their grandmother Rita Meyer on October
29; Jim Hosek, recuperating following surgery on October 29; Doug Schiller’s good friend Channing
Finkbeiner, hospitalized with COVID but making progress toward health; Cheryl Borgeson and Les
Carlstrom, mourning the passing of Cheryl’s mother, Orel Borgeson, on October 19; Kristen Westphal, mourning the passing of her father, Dave Westphal, on October 21; Heidi Hedberg, daughter to
Martha and Peter Frisk and sister to David Frisk, completed chemotherapy and anticipating surgery;
Pastor Libby’s father, Craig Johnson, diagnosed with COVID and laryngeal cancer; Paul and Sheryl
Noren, Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, John and Letha Kerl, and Craig and Cheryl Wickstrom, Covenant missionaries requesting prayer for their regions of service; Ted and Dawn Helwig and family,
mourning the passing of Ted’s father, Stan Helwig; Dick and Valerie Lucco, grateful for your prayers;
Helen Ferguson’s son, Lace Ferguson, home from the hospital but still battling serious health issues;
Pastor Cody and Lauren Taylor’s friend Sarah Lindsey, undergoing chemotherapy
Today begins week 45 of Heartwalking the Neighborhood: Please be in prayer for the 5500 block
of north Bernard (east side) and the 3400 block of west Bryn Mawr.
The 2020-2021 Liturgical Calendar, created by Lauren Taylor, is now available for pre-order. This year, we are taking online orders ONLY, so please fill
out this form or email lauren.e.taylordesign@gmail.com directly for more
information. The calendars cost $25, and 25% of the proceeds will go to
Covenant Kids Congo. Additionally, for every calendar bought, Lauren will
match the donation for this year to make it 50%. The calendars are 11”x17”,
spiral bound, and hangable. The deadline to order is Friday, November 13, and
the calendars will be available for pick-up next Sunday, November 15, alongside the Christmas greens. Please email Lauren if you would like to arrange a
contactless pick-up or delivery. Thank you for your support of Covenant Kids Congo!
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool invites you to participate in the Cards for a Cause
fundraiser! From November 3 through 17, you can order a boxed set of 30 greeting cards and matching
envelopes for $30. Please visit www.npcovenant.org/npccp/ for details on how to order. Thank you for
your support of the Preschool!
The 2020-2021 Covenant Prayer Calendar is now available! If you would like a copy mailed to you,
please email Ann-Marie at afrisk@npcovenant.org to let her know. Otherwise, copies are available for
pick-up from the Dawsons’ entryway (5243 N. Christiana).

A congregational meeting to discuss and vote on congregational giving will be held following the
worship service on Sunday, November 22. Two Town Halls will take place prior to the meeting to
discuss the motion and answer any questions: one on Saturday, November 14, at 10 am, and one on
Thursday, November 19, at 7 pm. All are invited to attend one or both of these virtual events. The
Zoom Meeting ID for those meetings is: 850 6927 9202. The direct link will also be provided via
the General Church Information email. Members should be on the look-out for a letter containing
detailed information on the motion to be presented and voted on at the Congregational Meeting.
You are invited to a Thanksgiving Eve worship service on Wednesday, November 25, at 7 pm.
Typically, we share a mic that night, allowing members and friends to share words of gratitude and
thanksgiving. It is a wonderful time to give thanks together and to hear stories from one another, and
it is a tradition we very much want to continue in some way. Since we can’t all be together this year,
we are inviting you to record such a message and send it to us by Friday evening, November 20. We
are looking for short videos (1 to 2 minutes) in which you express your thanks to God; highlighting,
perhaps, some of the places you have seen God at work of late. The video can be recorded on a smartphone (landscape framing) and sent to media@npcovenant.org. Alternately, if you would rather not
record yourself, you can send a written message to that same email, and one of the pastors will be
happy to read it during the service. We will offer in-person worship for 50 or fewer people, as well
as live-stream the service as we do our Sunday-morning services. Please fill out this form by noon on
Monday, November 23, if you wish to attend in person.
The text for today’s choral anthem is as follows:
Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit
William Dawson
Refrain: Ev’ry time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart I will pray.
Yes, ev’ry time I feel the Spirit moving in my heart I will pray.
Upon the mountain, my Lord spoke, out of His mouth came fire and smoke.
Looked all around me, it looked so fine, till I asked my Lord if all was mine.
Refrain
Jordan River, chilly and cold, it chills the body but not the soul.
There ain’t but one train upon this track. It runs to heaven and right back.
Refrain

From the Friendship Center: This fall, we are asking our friends to help us feed hungry families with
a really simple action—bring us your jars of loose change. We’ve had a great response from neighbors
who would usually join us to march in the annual Hunger Walk, where we raise money and awareness
about hunger in our city. Last year, we raised over $3,000 in food credits at this event, and we’re
confident we can make that up just a few cents at a time. So far, the average change jar has totaled
about $15, so if we get to 200 jars, we’ll reach our goal. It might not seem like much, but when we
gather together the efforts of everyone, it can add up to a lot!
We’re continuing this effort through the end of the year, and thanks to our friends at WinTrust
bank, we can process your change without fees, putting all of that money to work buying much-needed food for our community.
We are open at our Lincoln Square location (2711 W. Lawrence) during the following hours:
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 10 am - 4 pm
Tuesday from 12 - 7 pm
Thursday from 10 am - 8 pm
Saturday from 12 - 4 pm
Registration for in-person worship during November is still open! If you would like to worship in
the sanctuary in November, please visit this page. Click on the Sundays that will work best for you (no
need to limit yourself to two Sundays) and fill out the associated forms by noon on the Friday prior
to the Sunday(s) you wish to attend. You will need to fill out a form for yourself, as well as additional
forms for each person in your group, if applicable. COVID numbers are on the rise, and we’re keeping
an eye on that. Please be prepared for the possibility that we might have to cancel in-person worship
and go back to online worship for all. Please reach out to Ann-Marie Frisk or Pastor Jeff if you have
any questions or any difficulty with the sign-up forms.
Pandemic Ponderings… for Posterity: It has been over seven months since the global pandemic
began and life changed dramatically for us. So much has changed about the way we do life, ministry,
and worship at North Park Covenant Church, and so much has changed in individual and family life,
too. While we don’t know exactly how long this pandemic will last and how long we will need to be so
very careful, we would like to start compiling a COVID-19 Memory Book: How the Pandemic of 2020
Changed Our Lives. It will contain a recap of the ways in which we have altered life at church, but it
would be wonderful to be able to include thoughts, notes, and journal entries from all of you. How
has the pandemic changed the way you are living? What have you learned? What has been hard? What
has been good? Do you have stories to share? Perhaps you have already been keeping a journal of sorts
and have pieces you would be willing to share, or perhaps this is just the impetus you need to write or
create something.
Please send your writings, paintings or drawings, photos—however you might feel most comfortable expressing yourself—to Pastor Libby’s email (lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org) when you’re ready.
And, of course, feel free to reach out if you have questions, too. Once complete, this memory book
will be available to any who would like a copy. It will also serve as a memory piece for the archives.

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.npcovenant.org/npccp • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org
Rebecca Edwards, Interim Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Lead Teacher • Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl, Field Representatives for Europe
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