OCTOBER 25, 2020
+ REFORMATION SUNDAY +
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE								
			
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			

Praise Be to Almighty God
Johann Sebastian Bach
Brian Ward, Organ

Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

INTROIT										
Sanctuary
John W. Thompson, Randy Scruggs
Sunday School Children

1982 Full Armor Publishing Company (Admin. by Peermusic III, Ltd.)
Whole Armor Publishing Company (Admin. by Peermusic III, Ltd.)

CALL TO WORSHIP						
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (464)
		
A Litany for Reformation Sunday
God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

[Sung]
A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
our helper he amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe—
his craft and pow’r are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not his equal.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
God will help it when the morning dawns.
[Sung]
Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing,
were not the right one on our side, the one of God’s own choosing.
You ask who that may be? Christ Jesus it is he—
Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same,
and he must win the battle.
The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
God speaks and the earth melts.
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Come, behold the works of the Lord!
God makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
God breaks the bow, shatters the spear,
and burns the shields with fire.
[Sung]
And tho’ this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God has willed his truth to triumph through us.
The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not for him—
his rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure;
one little word shall fell him.
Be still, and know that the Lord is God!
God is exalted among the nations;
God is exalted in the earth.
The Lord of hosts is with us;
The God of Jacob is our refuge.

[Sung]
That word above all earthly pow’rs, no thanks to them, abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also—
the body they may kill, God’s truth abideth still:
his kingdom is forever. Amen.
INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)
* PASSING THE PEACE
May the Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
* CONGREGATIONAL SONG						

Refiner’s Fire
Brian Doerksen

1990 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C. Cook))
Vineyard Songs Canada (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C. Cook))

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES					
Matt Werner, Reader
Old Testament Reading
						
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Epistle Reading								
Romans 3:19-28
* Gospel Reading								
John 8:31-36
		 This is the Word of the Lord.
		 Thanks be to God.
WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
ANTHEM									

Cry No More
Dan Forrest
Dominic German, Baritone

MESSAGE							

Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

PASTORAL PRAYER
THE GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory							
* Doxology 48
* Prayer of Dedication
* CLOSING HYMN 299

		

The Church’s One Foundation
arr. Chris Rice

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

* RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
For all that God can do within us,
for all that God can do without us,
thanks be to God!
For all in whom Christ lived before us,
for all in whom Christ lives beside us,
thanks be to God!
For all the Spirit wants to bring us,
for where the Spirit wants to send us,
thanks be to God!
The blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be with you and on your way together,
now and forever.
Amen.
POSTLUDE							

* Please rise in body or in spirit.

Recessional on “Ein Feste Burg”
Michael Ryan
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Celebrating the Protestant Reformation
On October 31, 1517, a 34-year-old German monk named Martin Luther nailed
a document containing 95 theses, or propositions, to the door of the Wittenberg
Cathedral.
In those theses, Luther attacked the prevailing
understanding of his age that the Christian Church
had the power, through the sacraments, to ensure a
person’s salvation. Luther also strongly challenged a related concept—that we are saved, or made right with God,
by virtue of the things we do. Rather, Luther said, being
in right relationship with God, or our salvation, comes
about as a gift of God. It is grace. We do not earn this
grace by our works or the things we do. Rather, being made right is God’s free gift,
or grace, given to whomever God chooses. Those who know and experience that
sense of grace will then seek to live as they believe God intends them to. Trying to
live a faithful life is the result of experiencing
God’s grace, and feeling oneself in right relationship with God, is not a necessary
precondition to experiencing God’s love and grace. Luther’s understanding quickly
gained wide support and initiated what we now know as the Protestant Reformation. Other church leaders in Switzerland (Ulrich Zwingli, John Calvin), Scotland
(John Knox), and England (Thomas Cranmer) picked up Luther’s ideas, modified
some of them, and started other move- ments to reform the church. We are the
inheritors of this tradition.
Luther’s conviction about being saved by God’s grace came from a sudden insight
as he wrestled with a passage from Paul’s Letter to the Romans. For Luther and
other Reformation leaders, scripture was the primary means through which we
hear God’s Word.They did not believe the Bible is the literal Word of God, but they
did believe that as we read scripture and wrestle with it, collectively in worship as
well as in individual and group study, we can hear God’s Word to us and for us.

Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Cheryl Borgeson and Les Carlstrom, mourning the passing of Cheryl’s
mother, Orel Borgeson, on October 19; Kristen Westphal, mourning the passing of her father, Dave
Westphal, on October 21; Heidi Hedberg, daughter to Martha and Peter Frisk and sister to David
Frisk, completed chemotherapy and anticipating surgery; Jim Hosek, anticipating surgery on October
29; Pastor Libby’s parents, Chris and Craig Johnson, both diagnosed with COVID and Craig also
diagnosed with laryngeal cancer; Jim and Andy Meyer’s grandmother Rita Meyer, diagnosed with
COVID; Doug Schiller’s good friend Channing Finkbeiner, hospitalized with COVID and on a ventilator; Ted and Dawn Helwig and family, mourning the passing of Ted’s father, Stan Helwig; Dick
and Valerie Lucco, discouraged by recent news regarding Dick’s cancer journey; Helen Ferguson’s son,
Lace Ferguson, home from the hospital but still battling serious health issues; Pastor Cody and Lauren
Taylor’s friend Sarah Lindsey, undergoing chemotherapy; Peter and Anna Kim and family, safely
arrived in Taiwan; Letha Kerl, Covenant missionary, mourning the passing of her mother; Rosemary
Slaughter’s sister-in-law, Mary Ann Slaughter, experiencing health issues and unable to eat; the Albany
Park and North Park neighborhoods, continuing to experience gang violence; the many police
officers who have been shot in multiple recent events across the country; Herb Hedstrom, appreciative of continued prayers
Today begins week 43 of Heartwalking the Neighborhood: Please be in prayer for the 5500 block
of north Kimball (east side), the 5500 block of north Christiana and Mary Gage Peterson Elementary
School. This week, please also pray for William G. Hibbard Elementary School.
The 2020-2021 Covenant Prayer Calendar is now available! If you would like a copy mailed to
you, please let Ann-Marie know. Otherwise, copies are available in the Dawson’s entryway (5243 N.
Christiana).
The North Park Readers are resuming their monthly meetings via Zoom, and invite you to join
them on Tuesday, October 27, at 7 pm, for a discussion of Barbara Kingsolver’s book Unsheltered. This
is the story of two families, in two centuries, who live at the corner of Sixth and Plum, as they navigate
the challenges of surviving a world in the throes of major cultural shifts. If you wish to join the Zoom
meeting and are not already on the book club email list, please contact Jan Olson at janice.olson65@
gmail.com, and your name will be added in time for the October meeting. We hope to see you then!
On Saturday, October 31, we will once again hold our Halloween Hot
Chocolate Stand on the corner of Christiana and Berwyn. We’ll be there
from 5 to 8 pm, all masked up and socially distanced, so stop on by and
take a break from trick or treating to say hello and grab a safe, prepared
cup of hot cocoa. We look forward to seeing you in all your costumed and
appropriately masked splendor!

It’s not too late to join us as we further explore what it means for us to be anti-racist in a world that
is full of racial tension. All are welcome to read and join the discussion on Might from the Margins,
a book by Rev. Dr. Dennis Edwards. The book is available on Amazon for $14.25, and our next
gathering will be Wednesday, October 28, at 7:30 pm via Zoom. That link can be found below. Should
you wish to join us, we will be discussing chapters 1 through 3 of the book. We hope to see you there!
Join Zoom Meeting One-tap mobile: +13126266799,,83741082779# US (Chicago)
		 Meeting ID: 837 4108 2779		
+19292056099,,83741082779# US (New York)
And, on November 15, Rev. Dr. Edwards will be with us in worship as our guest preacher!
The text for today’s anthem is as follows:
Cry No More
Dan Forrest
In the shadow where we linger,
in this darkness we call home;
where the sighs are deep and doubtful,
and our aspirations groan;
all is not in vain, Beloved,
our travail is not unknown.
Chorus:
Christ within us, Christ among us, Christ the first and Christ the last;
Love Incarnate, hold your children till the storm of life is past.
Though we have not faith to seek Him,
Christ Himself will draw us near.
Deep, abiding rays of mercy
cast their light on only fear.
Cry no more, ye poor and weary.
Our redeeming Lord is here.
Chorus
Sure defender, never failing;
Radiant Savior, Holy Friend;
Gift of glory, Hope of heaven;
call us now to faith again!
Alleluia! Blest compassion,
grace is shining without end!
Chorus

Next Sunday, November 1, is All Saints’ Sunday. To remember those who have gone before us, we
encourage you to send in digital photos of your loved ones to be included in a video montage. Please
send any high-resolution photos to media@npcovenant.org. If you will attend worship in person on
November 1, please feel free to bring framed photos to put at the front of the sanctuary for the service.
It’s time to start thinking about ordering Christmas greens! This fundraiser helps support our youth ministries throughout the year by assisting
students who wish to attend different youth events, as well as helping to cover
costs of various student activities throughout the year. Sales will look a little
different this year, but we’re excited to offer the option again. If you would
like to purchase Christmas greens, look at the brochure found here, and then
please fill out this form. You can pay either online, via a check mailed to the
church, or via cash put in the offering plate and designated for your order.
If you choose to pay online, please select “Youth Ministries Support” and put “Christmas Greens” in
the optional memo field. If you choose to send in your payment, please write “Christmas Greens” in
the memo line of your check or on the envelope containing cash. We thank you for your ongoing
support of our youth ministries! All orders are due Friday, October 30, and pick-up will begin Sunday,
November 15, following worship! Please feel free to share this information with local family, friends,
and neighbors who might want to order greens for their home. If you have any questions, please
contact Pastor Cody at ctaylor@npcovenant.org.
Pandemic Ponderings… for Posterity: It has been six months, now, since the global pandemic began
and life changed dramatically for us. So much has changed about the way we do life, ministry, and
worship at North Park Covenant Church, and so much has changed in individual and family life,
too. While we don’t know exactly how long this pandemic will last and how long we will need to be
so very careful, we would like to start compiling a COVID-19 Memory Book: How the Pandemic of
2020 Changed Our Lives. It will contain a recap of the ways in which we have altered life at church—
ministry and worship—but it would be wonderful to also be able to include some thoughts, notes, and
journal entries from all of you. How has the pandemic changed the way you are living? What have you
learned? What has been hard? What has been good? Do you have stories to share? Perhaps you have
already been keeping a journal of sorts and have pieces you would be willing to share, or perhaps this
is just the impetus you need to write or create something.
Please send your writings (short written observations, longer reflections, paintings or drawings,
photos—however you might feel most comfortable expressing yourself ) to Pastor Libby’s email
(lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org) when you’re ready. And, of course, feel free to reach out if you have
questions, too. Once complete, this memory book will be available to any who would like a copy. It
will also serve as a memory piece for the archives.
Registration forms for in-person worship during the month of November will be made available
this coming Wednesday via the General Church Information email.

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.npcovenant.org/npccp • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org
Rebecca Edwards, Interim Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Lead Teacher • Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, Taiwan
John and Letha Kerl, Field Representatives for Europe
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