OCTOBER 4, 2020
+ EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST +
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE											
Air
							
Gordon Young
Brian Ward, Organ
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			

Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

* CALL TO WORSHIP 							
Come into this sacred space to worship God,
whose teaching is perfect;
whose directions are sure.
Come into this holy place to worship God,
whose standards are right;
whose commandment is clear;
whose judgements are true.
Come with holy fear—
to be given life and made wise,
to have your heart stirred and your eyes opened wide.
Come—let us worship God.
Let the words of our mouths and the whispering of our hearts
be according to your will, O God. Amen.
* OPENING HYMN 56						

from Psalm 19

For the Beauty of the Earth

* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins) 			
* PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
* CONGREGATIONAL SONG							 Be the Center
Michael Frye
1999 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C. Cook))

Led by Dominic German, Jeff Hunter, Kristen Hunter, and Brian Ward
READING OF THE SCRIPTURES					
Sally Engebretson, Reader
Old Testament Reading						
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20
New Testament Reading 							 Philippians 3:4b-14
* Gospel Reading								
Matthew 21:33-46
		 The Word of the Lord.
		 Thanks be to God.
WORD FOR THE CHILDREN			
CHORAL ANTHEM						
Lord, in Thy Mercy Grant Us Peace
							
Felix Mendelssohn, arr. John Rutter
			
Carol Olfelt and Lisa Peterson, Soprano; Ann-Marie Frisk and Jan Olson, Alto;
Dominic German and Matt Werner, Tenor; Dominic German and Charles Olson, Bass
MEDITATION					

Libby Piotrowski

CONGREGATIONAL SONG					
All Who Are Thirsty
							
Brenton Brown and Glenn Robertson
1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C. Cook)

HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation
A Great Thanksgiving (Insert)
Sharing of the Elements
		 Communion Music		
						
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face (559)
I Will Sing of My Redeemer (223)
arr. Brian Ward

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory					
* Doxology 48
* Prayer of Dedication
* CLOSING HYMN 525						

Blessed Are Ye Faithful Souls
Johannes Brahms

Wonderful Words of Life

* CHORAL BENEDICTION 				
							

The Lord Bless You and Keep You
Peter Lutkin

POSTLUDE						

O Magnify the Lord
Melodie and Dick Tunney

* Please rise in body or in spirit.

Be the Center
Michael Frye
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A Great Thanksgiving
Let us lift up our hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
You created the entire universe:
the sky tells of your glory,
day and night reveal the genius of your ways.
You brought your people out of slavery
and gave them your laws and commandments,
that they might be rich in Spirit and clear in vision.
Though we repeatedly rejected your ways
and destroyed your messengers,
you sent your Son to us to renew heaven’s call.
Though the crowds recognized him as a prophet,
those who coveted his inheritance seized and killed him.
But you raised him from the dead,
and now through the power of his resurrection
he stands as the cornerstone of righteousness,
the first fruits of the kingdom,
and the incomparable prize toward which we press.
Therefore, with our hearts lifted high,
we offer you thanks and praise at all times
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
We give you thanks that the Lord Jesus, on the night before he died,
took bread, and after giving thanks to you, he broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat. This is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, saying:
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood,
shed for youfor the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.

Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this bread
and this cup from the gifts you have given us, and celebrate with joy
the redemption won for us in Jesus Christ.
Accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
as a living and holy offering of ourselves,
that our lives may proclaim the one crucified and risen.
Let us pray: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these your gifts of bread and cup,
that the bread we break and the cup we drink
may be the communion of the body and blood of Christ.
By your Spirit, unite us with the living Christ
and with all who are baptized in his name,
that we may be one in ministry in every place.
As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out
to be the body of Christ in the world. Amen.

Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Cody and Lauren Taylor’s friend Sarah Lindsey, diagnosed with stagefour liver cancer; Letha Kerl, Covenant missionary on home assignment in Washington State,
mourning the recent passing of her mother Gabby Archibald, mourning the passing of her mother,
Christa Archibald; Sue Sandstrom and family, mourning the passing of Marty on September 22;
Kristen Westphal’s mother, Donna, recuperating following surgery on her hip, broken in a fall; Cheryl
Borgeson’s mother, Orel Borgeson, now on hospice care; Rosemary Slaughter’s sister-in-law, Mary
Ann Slaughter, having some health issues and unable to eat; Helen Ferguson’s son, Lace Ferguson, in
intensive care with a severe blood clot in his leg; Peter and Anna Kim, grateful for the receipt of their
visas and discovery of housing in Taiwan; the Albany Park neighborhood, experiencing a rash of fatal
and near-fatal shootings in recent weeks; the many police officers who have been shot in multiple
recent events across the country; Millie Lungren’s nephew Peter and his family, near to the wildfires; those who are fighting the fires, which have spread across thirteen western states; Dick Lucco,
appreciative of your prayers as he continues chemotherapy; Jim Hosek, battling pancreatic cancer;
Heidi Hedberg, daughter to Martha and Peter Frisk and sister to David Frisk, undergoing chemotherapy; Herb Hedstrom, appreciative of continued prayers; Wilma Cruz, continuing to battle health
issues; Lori Johnson’s brother-in-law Bob Malcolm, now receiving care at home; Barb Goode’s cousin
David Jeffery, home again and recuperating from a fall in which he sustained a head injury
Today begins week 40 of Heartwalking the Neighborhood: Please be in prayer for the 5500 block
of north Spaulding (east side) and the 3200 block of west Bryn Mawr.
From the Board of Community Concern: We’ve just learned of a special need at Hibbard School, one
of the two neighborhood schools our church has befriended. The current economic downturn has been
hard on a number of Hibbard families, a majority of whom are immigrants with low incomes. The
school has begun buying grocery store gift cards to give to families as teachers become aware of food
needs. So we’re sharing this need with the church, inviting those who are able to help. You can either
make a monetary gift to Special Gifts (with Hibbard in the notes/memo) or pick up gift cards in any
amount for either Aldi or HarvesTime (2632 W. Lawrence) and mail or drop them off at the church.
Collections will be accepted until October 9. Thank you!
The text for today’s choral anthem is as follows:
Lord, in Thy Mercy Grant Us Peace
Felix Mendelssohn, arr. John Rutter
Lord, in thy mercy grant us peace throughout all generations;
Thou art alone our sword and shield, Lord who dost guide the nations.
Defend us, O God, we pray thee.

The link to sign up for worship during the month of October is now live. If you would like to
attend worship in person over the next few weeks, please click here and sign up for no more than two
Sundays. You will need to fill out the form separately for each person in your family or group.
The fall issues of The Covenant Home Altar and Hoy Con Dios have arrived at church. If you
would like a copy mailed to you, please let Ann-Marie Frisk know. Otherwise, copies are available
for pick-up in the vestibule of Susan and Dave Dawson’s building (5243 N. Christiana—make note,
sometimes the door sticks!), across the street from church.
While our typical Wednesday night gather meal will remain
on hiatus until we can do it together safely, we invite you to
join us for an all-church picnic each Thursday night, as
long as the weather holds. Please note the change in the day of
the week. We will meet in the south garden at 6 pm and invite
you to bring a picnic supper and some chairs or a blanket to
sit on. Individually wrapped desserts will be provided! Come
one, come all...and invite a neighbor!
Pandemic Ponderings… for Posterity: It has been six months, now, since the global pandemic began
and life changed dramatically for us. So much has changed about the way we do life, ministry, and
worship at North Park Covenant Church, and so much has changed in individual and family life,
too. While we don’t know exactly how long this pandemic will last and how long we will need to be
so very careful, we would like to start compiling a COVID-19 Memory Book: How the Pandemic of
2020 Changed Our Lives. It will contain a recap of the ways in which we have altered life at church—
ministry and worship—but it would be wonderful to also be able to include some thoughts, notes, and
journal entries from all of you. How has the pandemic changed the way you are living? What have you
learned? What has been hard? What has been good? Do you have stories to share? Perhaps you have
already been keeping a journal of sorts and have pieces you would be willing to share, or perhaps this
is just the impetus you need to write or create something.
Please send your writings (short written observations, longer reflections, paintings or drawings,
photos—however you might feel most comfortable expressing yourself ) to Pastor Libby’s email
(lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org) when you’re ready. And, of course, feel free to reach out if you have
questions, too. Once complete, this memory book will be available to any who would like a copy. It
will also serve as a memory piece for the archives.
All Saints’ Sunday is on November 1. As we look ahead to that service and how we will remember
those who have gone before us, we encourage you to send in digital photos of your loved ones to be
included. Please send a high-resolution photo to media@npcovenant.org.

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.npcovenant.org/npccp • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org
Rebecca Edwards, Interim Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Lead Teacher • Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl, Field Representatives for Europe
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