
SEPTEMBER 27, 2020
+ SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST +

ONLINE WORSHIP

PRELUDE        This Is My Father’s World
arr. Chris Rice

Brian Ward, Piano

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

* CALL TO WORSHIP       adapted from Psalm 78
 We will tell the next generation
      the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord.
 He did miracles in the sight of our ancestors
      in the land of Egypt.
 He divided the sea and led them through;
      he made the water stand up like a wall.
 He split the rocks in the wilderness
      and gave them water as abundant as the seas;
 but they continued to sin against him,
      rebelling in the wilderness against the Most High.
 Yet he was merciful;
      he forgave their iniquities.

* OPENING HYMN 306    And Can It Be That I Should Gain

* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)

* PASSING OF THE PEACE
 May the Peace of Christ be with you.
 And also with you.



READING OF THE SCRIPTURES     Johanna Fernandez, Reader
 Old Testament Reading       Exodus 17:1-7
 New Testament Reading       Philippians 2:1-13
 * Gospel Reading        Matthew 21:23-32
  The Word of the Lord.
  Thanks be to God.

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN

SPECIAL MUSIC      Bless Thou the Lord, O My Soul
      Mikail M. Ippolitov-Ivanov
  Carol Olfelt, Soprano; Ann-Marie Frisk, Alto; Brian Ward, Tenor; Dominic German, Bass

MESSAGE          Jeff Hunter

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and  
 deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you  
 with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and  
 we humbly repent, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  
 that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL SONG        Be the Center 
 Michael Frye

1999 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C. Cook))  
Led by Dominic German, Anders Johnson, Carol Olfelt, and Brian Ward

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS   
 Invitation to Generosity
 Offertory       Let All Things Now Living (59)

arr. Katherine K. Davis
Eileen Thorpe, Piano; Linnea Olfelt, Flute

 * Doxology 48
 * Prayer of Presentation   

* CLOSING HYMN 34        Not unto Us, O Lord

* BENEDICTION     

POSTLUDE         Postlude in F
Eric H. Thiman

* Please rise in body or in spirit.





Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License # 2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved. 



Be the Center
Michael Frye
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online! 
We’re glad you’re here. 

For your prayers this week: Gabby Archibald, mourning the passing of her mother, Christa  
Archibald, last Sunday; Sue Sandstrom and family, mourning the passing of Marty this past week; 
Kristen Westphal’s mother, Donna, hospitalized after a fall in which she broke her hip; Peter and 
Anna Kim, grateful for the receipt of their visas and discovery of housing in Taiwan and praying for 
safe travels for their son Nathan; the Albany Park neighborhood, experiencing a rash of fatal and 
near-fatal shootings in recent days; Cheryl Borgeson’s mother, Orel Borgeson, now on hospice care; 
Rosemary Slaughter’s sister-in-law, Mary Ann Slaughter, having some health issues and unable to eat; 
Helen Ferguson’s son, Lace Ferguson, in intensive care with a severe blood clot in his leg; the many 
police officers who have been shot in multiple recent events across the country; Millie Lungren, safe 
from the wildfires and asking for prayer for those who have lost loved ones, homes, and businesses, 
and for those who are fighting the fires, which have spread across thirteen western states; Bill Faude, 
grateful for his son Jake’s and his own rapid recovery from COVID-19 and for all of the prayers he 
was able to sense were and are with him; Dick Lucco, appreciative of your prayers as he continues 
chemotherapy; Jim Hosek, battling pancreatic cancer; Heidi Hedberg, daughter to Martha and Peter 
Frisk and sister to David Frisk, undergoing chemotherapy; Herb Hedstrom, appreciative of continued 
prayers; Wilma Cruz, continuing to battle health issues; Kristen Westphal, getting settled in a new 
apartment, enrolled in a nursing program, caring for her mother, and feeling far from her father, who 
is on hospice care in Florida; Lori Johnson’s brother-in-law Bob Malcolm, now receiving care at home; 
Barb Goode’s cousin David Jeffery, home again and recuperating from a fall in which he sustained a 
head injury 

The rosebud at the front of the sanctuary today announces the birth of Evelyn Adelle Henselin, 
born to Emily and Daniel Henselin on Saturday, September 19. Mary and Keith Chase-Ziolek are the 
proud grandparents.

Today begins week 39 of Heartwalking the Neighborhood: Please be in prayer for the 5500 block 
of north Sawyer (west side) and the 3200 block of west Bryn Mawr.

While our typical Wednesday night gather meal will remain 
on hiatus until we can do it together safely, we invite you to 
join us for an all-church picnic each Thursday night, as 
long as the weather holds. Please note the change in the day of 
the week. We will meet in the south garden at 6 pm and invite 
you to bring a picnic supper and some chairs or a blanket to 
sit on. Individually wrapped desserts will be provided! Come 
one, come all...and invite a neighbor!



From the Board of Community Concern: We’ve just learned of a special need at Hibbard School, one 
of the two neighborhood schools our church has befriended. The current economic downturn has been 
hard on a number of Hibbard families, a majority of whom are immigrants with low incomes. The 
school has begun buying grocery store gift cards to give to families as teachers become aware of food 
needs. So we’re sharing this need with the church, inviting those who are able to help. You can either 
make a monetary gift to Special Gifts (with Hibbard in the notes/memo) or pick up gift cards in any 
amount for either Aldi or HarvesTime (2632 W. Lawrence) and mail or drop them off at the church. 
Collections will be accepted until October 9. Thank you!

From the Treasurer: Through August 2020, we are in a pretty good financial position with significant 
help from the Paycheck Protection Plan (PPP) Loan. We have income of $475,723 (with $81,000 from 
the PPP Loan). Our expenses have been $458,538. Without the PPP Loan, our income is $394,455 
as compared to a year ago when income through August was $443,184. The largest component of 
decreased income as compared to 2019 is from envelope offering, and building rental and other  
miscellaneous income is also lower. If you have any questions or would like to see more details, reach 
out to Scott at treasurer@npcovenant.org.

The fall issues of The Covenant Home Altar and Hoy Con Dios have arrived at church. If you 
would like a copy mailed to you, please let me know. Otherwise, copies are available for pick-up in the 
vestibule of Susan and Dave Dawson’s building (5243 N. Christiana—make note, sometimes the door 
sticks!), across the street from church. 

The Swedish Hospital Foundation Virtual Silent Auction and 50/50 Raffle went live at 12 noon 
on September 22, and will run through 8 pm on Sunday, September 27. Click  here to sign in, pre-
view our amazing auction items, and buy a raffle ticket. Also, you can text SHFAuction to 243725 on 
your mobile phone. Proceeds from your generosity will benefit programs that support the mission of 
the Hospital, serving the physical, spiritual, and emotional needs of our community such as Violence 
Prevention, Housing Connections, Helping Hands, and COVID-19 Relief. 

Covenant Point Bible Camp has replaced many of their upcoming retreats with safer options. 
For all retreats in “Plan B,” they are planning safe, social distancing experiences, prioritizing being 
outdoors (even during mealtimes). The updated retreat schedule can be seen here. New options being 
offered are listed here: 

October 1-4: Family Getaway Weekend #2 - NEW!
October 8-11: Family Getaway Weekend #3 - NEW! 
October 13 - Dec 13: Lodging Rental Options (Call 906-265-2117 for information.)
Winter Retreats: TBD - More info coming later this fall.

Registration for all new fall retreats is now open online.

mailto:treasurer@npcovenant.org
https://one.bidpal.net/shfauction
http://www.cpbc.com/retreats
http://www.cpbc.com/family-getaway-weekends/
http://www.cpbc.com/family-getaway-weekends/
http://www.cpbc.com/retreats/


We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525

Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

           Church Staff      

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

            North Park Church Cooperative Preschool    
www.npcovenant.org/npccp • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org  

Rebecca Edwards, Interim Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Lead Teacher • Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher

             The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry    
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625

www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org 
Ross Outten, Director of Development

N o r t h   P a r k   C o v e n a n t   C h u r c h
5250  North  Christiana  Avenue •  Chic ago,  Illinois  60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org 

             Missionaries We Support     
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska 
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America 

Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl, Field Representatives for Europe
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mailto:lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org
mailto:bward@npcovenant.org
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