SEPTEMBER 20, 2020
+ SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST +
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE

						

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS			

Bound for the Kingdom
Anthony Giamanco
Brian Ward, Organ
Jeff Hunter and Libby Piotrowski

INTROIT										

At the River
Aaron Copland
Dominic German, Bass

CALL TO WORSHIP
						
Give thanks to the Lord, dear Church. Sing praise to his name.
We will tell of all his wonderful works and glory in his name.
Seek the Lord and his strength at all times.
For it was the Lord who brought his people out of Egypt.
It was the Lord who gave them food from heaven in abundance.
It was the Lord who opened the rock and made the water gush out.
ALL: We will keep his statutes and observe his laws. Praise the Lord!
* OPENING HYMN 402

			

from Psalm 105

All the Way My Savior Leads Me

* INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)
* PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
READING OF THE SCRIPTURES
			
Old Testament Lesson
						
Epistle Lesson
						
* Gospel Lesson
						
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Helen Arkema, Reader
Exodus 16:2-15
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
SPECIAL MUSIC							
MESSAGE

							

* CONGREGATIONAL SONG

			

Offertory
John Ness Beck
Libby Piotrowski
Alpha and Omega
Erasmus Mutanbira

2005 Integrity’s Praise! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C. Cook))
Sound of the New Breed (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C. Cook))

Led by Dominic German, Kristen Hunter, Linnea Olfelt, and Brian Ward
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory
							
* Doxology 48
* Prayer of Dedication
* CLOSING HYMN 440

Be the Center
Michael Frye

1999 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music, David C. Cook))

		

I Know Not Why God’s Wondrous Grace

* BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
						
O God, Thou Faithful God
												
J.S. Bach
* Please rise in body or in spirit.
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: the Albany Park neighborhood, experiencing a rash of fatal and near-fatal
shootings in recent days; Cheryl Borgeson’s mother, Orel Borgeson, now on hospice care; Rosemary
Slaughter’s sister-in-law, Mary Ann Slaughter, who is having some health issues and is unable to eat;
Helen Ferguson’s son, Lace Ferguson, currently in intensive care at St. Luke’s with a severe blood clot
in his leg; the many police officers who have been shot in multiple recent events across the country; Millie Lungren, grateful to be safe from the wildfires, and asking for prayer for those who have
lost loved ones, homes, and businesses, and for those who are fighting the fires, which have spread
across thirteen western states; Bill Faude, grateful for his son Jake’s and his own rapid recovery from
COVID-19 and for all of the prayers he was able to sense were and are with him; Dick Lucco, appreciative of your prayers as he continues chemotherapy; Jim Hosek, battling pancreatic cancer; Heidi
Hedberg, daughter to Martha and Peter Frisk and sister to David Frisk, undergoing chemotherapy
treatments; Herb Hedstrom, appreciative of continued prayers; Wilma Cruz, continuing to battle a
number of health issues; Kristen Westphal, getting settled in a new apartment, enrolled in a nursing
program, caring for her mother, and feeling far from her father, who is on hospice care in Florida;
North Park University students, both first-time and returning, who are unable to connect outside of
campus due to the virus; students, teachers, administrators, working parents, and all others affected by virtual schooling plans, all across the country; Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, regional coordinators for missionaries in Latin America, grateful to God for his provision during these difficult times;
Peter and Anna Kim, as they anticipate beginning mission work in Taiwan and all that comes with
that; Craig Wickstrom, hoping to return to Congo and in need of financial support; Lori Johnson’s
brother-in-law Bob Malcolm, now receiving care at home; Barb Goode’s cousin David Jeffery, home
again after being hosptalized after a fall in which he sustained a head injury; our city, as we continue
to deal with violence and ongoing tension; COVID-19, and all that comes with its existence in our
midst; our brown and Black brothers and sisters, who continue to face racism, ignorance, and hatred
at the hands of others; our nation, as we continue to reel following the murder of George Floyd and
so many others
Today begins week 38 of Heartwalking the Neighborhood: Please be in prayer for the 5500 block
of north Sawyer (east side) and the 3200 block of west Bryn Mawr. This week, please also pray for all
of our neighbors north of Bryn Mawr Avenue.
The fall issue of The Covenant Home Altar has arrived at church. If you would like a copy mailed
to you, please let Ann-Marie Frisk know, using the email on the back of the bulletin. Otherwise, copies
are available for pick-up in the vestibule of Susan and Dave Dawson’s building (5243 N. Christiana—
make note, sometimes the door sticks!), across the street from church. (Our copies of Hoy Con Dios
have not yet arrived, but Ann-Marie will let you know as soon as they have.)

Treasurer’s Update: Through August 2020, we are in a pretty good financial position with significant
help from the Paycheck Protection Plan (PPP) Loan. We have income of $475,723 (with $81,000 from
the PPP Loan). Our expenses have been $458,538. Without the PPP Loan, our income is $394,455
as compared to a year ago when income through August was $443,184. The largest component of
decreased income as compared to 2019 is from envelope offering, and building rental and other
miscellaneous income is also lower. If you have any questions or would like to see more details, reach
out to Scott at treasurer@npcovenant.org.
While our typical Wednesday night gather meal will remain on hiatus until we can do it together safely,
we invite you to join us for an all-church picnic each Thursday (please note the change in day
of the week), as long as the weather holds. We will meet in the south garden at 6 pm and invite you
to bring a picnic supper and some chairs or a blanket to sit on. Individually wrapped desserts will be
provided! Come one, come all... and invite a neighbor!
The Friendship Center is always in need of further monetary donations and support, and the need
is particularly high right now. In fact, Sue Vandervoort recently asked us to share this invitation:
Most years around this time, I would be getting ready for the annual Hunger Walk in support of the
Friendship Center. Unfortunately, the walk has been canceled this year due to COVID-19. However,
the number of hungry people has dramatically increased. Please join me, if you are able, in supporting
those in need by making a donation directly to the Friendship Center, located at 2711 W. Lawrence
Ave., Chicago IL 60625, or the Greater Chicago Food Depository, located at 4100 W. Ann Lurie Place,
Chicago, IL 60632. On checks to the Food Depository, please be sure to show “Agency #A01471” on
the memo line. Donations can also be made online to both organizations. Thank you! To see more
about The Friendship Center, please click here to watch a recent video.
Chicago Children’s Choir to Offer Enrichment Sessions: This fall, the Chicago Children’s Choir
is offering 18 unique courses including Evolution of Pop Music, The Gospel Essentials, Songs and
Stories from Latin America, Jazz Improv, Music Production, Music Theory, Singer-Songwriter Studio,
Musical Theatre, Let’s Dance, and more. Their Arts Enrichment Sessions offer students nationwide an
opportunity to connect and explore a wide range of topics including music from specific regions of the
world, choreography, musicianship and theory. To learn more, or to register, please click here.
Swedish Hospital is looking for donations for their Virtual Silent Auction, which will take place
September 22-27, 2020. Funds raised will go to support programs such as Violence Prevention, Housing Connections, Women’s Health, and Helping Hands. If you are interested in donating an item,
please call Ellen Karp at (773) 878-2492 or email her at ekarp@schosp.org.
The Chicago Children’s Choir (CCC) invites you to join them for their annual gala, titled Reverberation: A Celebration of Enduring Voices, on Saturday, September 26, 2020, at 8 pm. This virtual
event will be free with registration. Click here to RSVP.

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.npcovenant.org/npccp • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org
Rebecca Edwards, Interim Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Teacher • Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
John and Letha Kerl, Field Representatives for Europe
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