AUGUST 23, 2020
+ TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST +
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE

						

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

			

Lord, Speak to Me (620)
arr. Lani Smith
Brian Ward, Organ
Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

CALL TO WORSHIP
					
If it had not been the Lord who was on our side—let us say together:
If it had not been the Lord who was on our side,
we would have been swallowed up alive.
But such is not the case!
Praise the Lord, who did not let their teeth tear us apart!
We escaped like a bird from a hunter’s trap.
The trap is broken.
We are free!
OPENING HYMN 119

				

INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)
PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the Peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

adapted from Psalm 124

When Israel Was in Egypt’s Land

SPECIAL MUSIC

						

Great Is Thy Faithfulness (78)
arr. Brian Ward
Maja Applequist, Violin; Scott Applequist, Viola; Linnea Applequist, Cello

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES
					
Old Testament Reading
					
New Testament Reading
					
Gospel Reading
							
		 The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Laurie Rizzo, Reader
Exodus 1:8-2:10
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
INTRODUCTION OF OUR PREACHER
MESSAGE

			

Michelle Clifton-Soderstrom

					

CONGREGATIONAL SONG

Our Church, Reimagined
Alex Negrón

					

Way Maker
Osinachi Kalu Okoro Egbu

© 2016 Integrity Music Europe (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing
(Integrity Music, David C. Cook))

Led by Brian Ward and Matt Werner
PASTORAL PRAYER
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory
							
Doxology 48
Prayer of Presentation
CLOSING HYMN 118

				

Pastorale
Charles Wesley

Along the Banks of the Deep Red Sea

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

						

The Solid Rock (433)
arr. Mark Hayes

Way Maker
Osinachi Okoro
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Dick Lucco, home again following a brief hospitalization and doing
better; Rosemary Slaughter’s friend Barbara, who recently suffered a stroke; Jim Hosek, battling
pancreatic cancer; family and friends of Dotty Anderson, beloved wife of Craig and “go-to” person
in the ECC’s Department of the Ordered Ministry for many years, who died on August 5 after a battle
with cancer; Herb Hedstrom, appreciative of continued prayers; the Faude family, navigating the
effects of COVID-19; Heidi Hedberg, daughter to Martha and Peter Frisk and sister to David Frisk,
undergoing chemotherapy treatments; one of our inside students at Stateville, Amotto Jackson, whose
wife, Yolanda, passed away from COVID-19; Wilma Cruz, continuing to battle a number of health
issues; Kristen Westphal, caring for her mother, who is recovering from hip surgery, and whose father
is on hospice care; Lori Johnson’s brother-in-law Bob Malcolm, now receiving care at home; Barb
Goode’s cousin David Jeffery, home again after being hosptalized after a fall in which he sustained a
head injury; our city, as we continue to deal with violence, looting, and ongoing tension; those affected by Hurricane Isaias, some mourning the loss of loved ones and 3 million homes and businesses still
without power; those in Puerto Rico affected by a recent earthquake; the people of Beirut, Lebanon,
in the wake of an explosion that killed 130, injured 5,000, and rendered an estimated 300,000 homeless; COVID-19, and all that comes with its existence in our midst; our brown and Black brothers
and sisters, who continue to face racism, ignorance, and hatred at the hands of others; our nation, as
we continue to reel following the murder of George Floyd and so many others
Today begins week 34 of Heartwalking the Neighborhood: Please be in prayer for the 5400 block
of north Bernard (east side).
A Preschool Update: North Park Church Cooperative Preschool (NPCCP) will begin classes virtually
this fall, with weekly class meet-ups in parks and other fun areas of the city. Further, Jennie Lazik will
not be returning as the preschool director/teacher. Instead, Becky Edwards (a former NPCCP director/
teacher) will be coming on as our interim director. Both Lyndsey Wellner and Jennifer Glazier will
remain as teachers in the program. Fall enrollment is still going on! If you are interested in finding out
more, please contact Becky Edwards at preschool@npcovenant.org.
This is the perfect time to pray together—not that every moment isn’t a great opportunity to pray!
This moment, however, sees us in tumultuous times, times
begging us to ask God for understanding, help, and hope. So,
we bring this privilege to pray together in agreement using a
Virtual Prayer Vigil on Saturday, September 12, from 8 am
to 8 pm. Please choose a half-hour slot on the sign-up sheet,
which can be found here. The prayer sheets for your use will
be provided on Friday, September 11. Thank you for praying!

Christianity and COVID-19: We invite you to listen to a Language of God podcast episode from the
BioLogos website. BioLogos was begun by Dr. Francis Collins, lead scientist on the Human Genome
Project and the current “boss” of Dr. Anthony Fauci. In this particular podcast, Dr. Collins is chatting
with N.T. Wright, well-known and gifted theologian. Listen in as these two brilliant men of faith
discuss the current COVID pandemic and how we might deal with it as people of faith. (You might
remember, too, that Pastor Libby mentioned this podcast in a sermon a few weeks ago.)
Swedish Hospital is looking for donations for their Virtual Silent Auction, which will take place
September 22-27, 2020. Funds raised will go to support programs such as Violence Prevention,
Housing Connections, Women’s Health, and Helping Hands. If you are interested in donating an
item, please call Ellen Karp at (773) 878-2492 or email her at ekarp@schosp.org.
APCC to Offer Full-Day Childcare & eLearning Support: As a result of the August 4 Chicago
Public School (CPS) announcement to transition all CPS students to remote learning this fall, and in
an effort to support working families in our community, the Albany Park Community Center (APCC)
will offer full-day childcare and eLearning support for school-age children and youth (ages 5-12)
during CPS’ remote learning period. This program will be held at the Albany Park location (5101
N. Kimball Ave., Chicago), Monday through Friday from 7:30 am to 6 pm, and is set to begin on
Tuesday, September 8. To register your child, please fill out either the English Interest Form or the
Spanish Interest Form, or call the APCC at (773) 509-5657.
The Chicago Children’s Choir (CCC) invites you to join them for their annual gala, titled Reverberation: A Celebration of Enduring Voices, on Saturday, September 26, 2020, at 8 pm. This virtual
event will be free with registration. Sponsors will have access to live engagement with CCC singers, an
after-party and more. Join them on September 26 for an evening that will applaud resilience, inspire
action, and permeate joy through new performances and stories from our singers. To pledge your
support, please click here.
Covenant Point Bible Camp has cancelled many of their upcoming retreats and replaced them
with safer options. For all retreats in “Plan B,” they are planning safe, social distancing experiences,
prioritizing being outdoors (even during mealtimes). The updated retreat schedule can be seen at www.
cpbc.com/retreats. NEW OPTIONS being offered are listed here:
September 10-13: Family Getaway Weekend #1 - NEW!
September 18-20: Silent Directed Retreat #1 (FULL)
September 25-27: Silent Directed Retreat #2 - NEW!
October 1-4: Family Getaway Weekend #2 - NEW!
October 8-11: Family Getaway Weekend #3 - NEW!
October 13 - December 13: Lodging Rental Options (Call 906-265-2117 for information.)
Winter Retreats: TBD - More info coming later this fall.
Registration for all new fall retreats is now open online.

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.nppreschool.com • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • www.npcovenant.org/npccp
Rebecca Edwards, Interim Director
Lyndsey Wellner, Lead Teacher
Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
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