AUGUST 2, 2020
+ NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST +
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE

						

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Voluntary on “Aurelia”
arr. Edward Broughton
Brian Ward, Organ

		

Cody Taylor and Libby Piotrowski

INTROIT						

Lord, We Worship and Adore You (506)
Dominic German, Bass

CALL TO WORSHIP
						
based on Psalm 17
Listening God: hear our cries for help and justice; and answer us, we pray.
Come near to us now, O God, and “...hide us in the shadow of your wings...”
Guiding God: recognize and respond to us as we follow on your path of life.
Come near to us now, O God, and bless us with the glory of your presence.
Faithful God: come near to us now and listen to our prayers; and show us
“...your unfailing love in wonderful ways...” that always cherishes and blesses.
Come near to us now, O God, for we need you now to be our Guide and
Counselor, so we are not led away from being in a right relationship with you. Amen.
OPENING HYMN 38

						

INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)

Worthy of Worship

PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
CONGREGATIONAL SONG

						

Your Glory
Leslie Jordan

2011 Integrity’s Praise! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing
(Integrity Music, David C. Cook))

Led by Maja Applequist, Dominic German, Noah Reese-Clauson, and Brian Ward

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES					
Cara Edstrom, Reader
Old Testament Reading
						
Genesis 32:22-31
New Testament Reading
						
Romans 9:1-5
Gospel Reading
						
Matthew 14:13-21
		 The Word of the Lord.
		 Thanks be to God.
WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
MESSAGE

							

CONGREGATIONAL SONG

Libby Piotrowski

					
All Who Are Thirsty
Brenton Brown, Glenn Robertson
1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing
(Integrity Music, David C. Cook))

Led by Linnea Olfelt, Brian Ward, and Matt Werner
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation
Words of Institution
Sharing of the Elements
Communion Music
					

Prayer of Thanksgiving
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory
				
Doxology 48
Prayer of Dedication

Oh God, You Are My God
Fernando Ortega

2006 Cerdo Verde Music (Admin. by Curb Music Publishing)
Curb Songs (Admin. by Curb Music Publishing)

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
arr. Tracey Craig McKibben

CLOSING HYMN 78

					

Great Is Thy Faithfulness

BENEDICTION
You have been fed with the bread of heaven,
and blessed by the presence and peace of God.
Now go into the world in the peace of Christ
to be bread and blessing for the world.
We go in Christ’s name. Amen.
POSTLUDE

							

Baroque Trumpet
Gordon Young
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Jake Faude, diagnosed with COVID-19; Dick Lucco, anticipating
chemotherapy, as multiple new lesions have been found in multiple places; Heidi Hedberg, daughter
to Martha and Peter Frisk and sister to David Frisk, diagnosed with breast cancer and undergoing
chemotherapy treatments; Jim Hosek, battling pancreatic cancer; one of our inside students at Stateville, Amotto Jackson, whose wife, Yolanda, passed away from COVID-19 last week; Lori Johnson’s
brother-in-law Bob Malcolm, now receiving care at home; the Kim family, Covenant missionaries in
the process of switching their country of service to Taiwan; Mary Ann Ahlgren, mourning the passing
of her sister Sally Mlacker, who died unexpectedly but peacefully on July 4; Kristin HenriksenBenson, mourning the passing of her mother, Susan; Wilma Cruz, continuing to battle a number of
health issues; Kristen Westphal, caring for her mother, who is recovering from hip surgery, and whose
father is on hospice care; Barb Goode’s cousin David Jeffery, home again after being hosptalized
after a fall in which he sustained a head injury; Herb Hedstrom, appreciative of continued prayers;
COVID-19, and all that comes with its existence in our midst: for a vaccine to be created, and for
ongoing safety for our communities, especially our Black and brown neighbors, who are particularly
hard hit by the virus; Connie Barkley’s sister, Anita Bothoff, awaiting results from medical tests; our
brown and Black brothers and sisters, who continue to face racism, ignorance, and hatred at the
hands of others; our nation, as we continue to reel following the murder of George Floyd and so many
others
Today begins week 31 of Heartwalking the Neighborhood: Please be in prayer for the 5400 block
of north Christiana (west side).
A few notes from the Treasurer: Thank you for your ongoing financial support of the life of North
Park Covenant Church! If you are wondering about your giving in 2020, please log on to the
www.npcovenant.org website and check your giving information there. It’s always good to verify that
the information in the church’s systems matches your giving records. If you see any discrepancies, reach
out to Scott Applequist at treasurer@npcovenant.org to discuss the details.
Through June 30, 2020, the income to NPCC is $349,609. This includes $43,686 of PPP loan
income as we expected to use (and we will use additional PPP money in July). The expenses of NPCC
through the same time is $354,509. So this means we’ve spent $4,900 more than we’ve brought in.
This is an improvement from 2019 through June when we had approximately $21,000 more expenses
than income. So the PPP (the Paycheck Protection Plan loan from the Small Business Administration)
has been very helpful in meeting our expenses so far in 2020.
There is still much uncertainty for the full-year expenses and income for 2020 and we continue
to monitor all aspects of the finances. The staff has done a really good job of monitoring expenses and
keeping them as low as possible during this time. If you have any questions about the preliminary fullyear projections, reach out to Scott.

Pastor Jeff will be away from Sunday, July 26, through Friday, August 14. If you are in need of
pastoral care during that time, please reach out to Pastor Libby or Pastor Cody, using the email
addresses on the back page of the bulletin.
A memorial service for Bob Thornbloom will be held virtually on August 15 at 3 pm, Central Time,
via YouTube. Bob, who was a retired Covenant missionary engineer, passed away Wednesday, June
3, from complications of Alzheimer’s disease. He was 82. Please continue to pray for Bob’s children,
Twyla, Bev, and Mark, and their families. We will share the YouTube link for the service as soon as we
have it.
Virtual Vacation Bible School begins tomorrow! For those who
registered, all you need to do is go to www.npcovenant.org and click
on the VBS slider on the home page. That will bring you directly to
the page with the video of the day.
If you didn’t sign up your child/ren before the deadline, they can
still participate. Just go to www.npcovenant.org/ministries/vbs and
print out the craft printables for each day, view the supplies list so you
know what to find/buy, and download the music for the week.
We look forward to sharing God’s Word with these kids in a new
and different way this year!
The Chicago Children’s Choir invites you to join them for their annual gala, titled Reverberation:
A Celebration of Enduring Voices, on Saturday, September 26, 2020, at 8 pm. This virtual event will
be free with a registration. Sponsors will have access to live engagement with Chicago Children’s Choir
singers, an after-party and more. Join them on September 26, for an evening that will applaud
resilience, inspire action, and permeate joy through new performances and stories from our singers. To
pledge your support, please click here.

Some Words on Communion in Your Homes
written by Doug Bixby and used with permission
The reason communion is typically done as a part of the worship service in Evangelical
Covenant Churches is because it is a sacrament of the church and, to keep things in
proper order, clergy ordained to Word and Sacrament are typically the ones who bless
the elements and share them. Most denominations and churches discourage people from
treating communion as an individualistic experience that can be practiced devotionally
at home.
Some virtual churches have also arisen recently, where people attend church as a
virtual avatar, or computer robot. Trying to practice virtual communion in these contexts
has also been strongly discouraged by various church leaders. The reason for this is that
virtual community is not human community in the same way we as the church experiences real community in our actual congregations via the body of Christ.
Most churches, however, allow Pastors or Deacons to take communion to people
who are sick or in hospitals or nursing homes, and unable to attend services. The idea
is that by sharing the bread and the cup with these folks it sets them free from personal
isolation and helps them to understand that they are able to participate in the broader
communion of the church through the bread and the cup.
Ordained clergy are not, however, in the business of bringing communion out to
those who simply avoid worship attendance because of laziness or apathy, or even hurt
feelings. Nonetheless, we are facing a new challenge with virtual church services being
conducted by clergy and church leaders, while our congregations are unable to meet in
person because of this pandemic. Real people, meeting virtually, because they cannot
meet together because of a pandemic virus is an entirely different set of circumstances.
This is not related to laziness or intolerance of people, but a very real set of circumstances,
like someone being home-bound due to illness.
So, as we celebrate communion during necessary virtual services, we make the special
accommodation of blessing it from a distance, in the same way that delivering communion to the homebound is a special accommodation for those in need. So, if you are at
home and have bread, and grape juice (or even a bit of wine), we should gather these
elements for a Holy Communion Service blessed through this virtual communion
service. Each person should have their own cup and piece of bread.
What makes Holy Communion sacred is not the type of plate or cup the fruit of
the vine and the bread are in. It is not who prays over the elements in person. It is the
fact that we set these elements aside for this purpose through prayer and that we do it in
remembrance of Jesus and the sacrifice he made through his blood and body.

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.nppreschool.com • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • www.npcovenant.org/npccp
Jennifer Lazik, Director/Lead Teacher
Lyndsey Wellner, Teacher/Assistant Teacher
Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
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