JULY 19, 2020
+ SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST +
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE

We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder
arr. Gordon Young
Brian Ward, Organ

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jeff Hunter and Libby Piotrowski

CALL TO WORSHIP

Hymnal selection 853 with sung response

OPENING HYMN 512

Come, Celebrate the Presence of the Lord

INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)
PASSING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
READING OF SCRIPTURE
Old Testament Reading
New Testament Reading
Gospel Reading
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Axel Olson-Brady & Don Olson, Readers
Genesis 28:10-19a
Romans 8:12-25
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
SPECIAL MUSIC

MESSAGE
CONGREGATIONAL SONG

You Go Before Me (Psalm 139)
Brian Ward
Brian and Maria Ward
Libby Piotrowski
Jesus, Draw Me Ever Nearer
Keith Getty, Margaret Becker
2002 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Modern M. Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory
Doxology 48
Prayer of Dedication
CLOSING HYMN 422

Seek Ye First
arr. Tom Keene

O God, Our Help in Ages Past

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Recessional on “St. Denio”
arr. Douglas E. Wagner

853 Psalm 139:1-18

1

O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
3
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
2

4

Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord,
you know it completely.
5
You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.
6
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain it.
7

Where can I go from your spirit?
Or where can I flee from your presence?
8
If I ascend to heaven, you are there;
if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
9
If I take the wings of the morning
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
10
even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me fast.
11
If I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light around me become night,"
12
even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you.
13

For it was you who formed my inward parts;
you knit me together in my mother's womb.
14
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.
15
My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.
In your book were written all the days that were formed for me,
when none of them as yet existed.
17

How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!
18
I try to count them—they are more than the sand;
I come to the end —I am still with you.
RESPONSE

Music: Hal H. Hopson, © Hope Publishing Company

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License # 2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved.

Jesus, Draw Me Ever Nearer
Keith Getty, Margaret Becker
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Roderick Smith, recuperating following partial knee replacement
surgery this week; Mary Ann Ahlgren, mourning the passing of her sister Sally Mlacker, who
died unexpectedly but peacefully on July 4; Kristin Henriksen-Benson, mourning the passing
of her mother, Susan; Herb Hedstrom, rejoicing in the news that his cancer is now in
remission; Jim Hosek, battling pancreatic cancer and recently hospitalized with a fever,
infection, and pancreatitis; Wilma Cruz, continuing to battle a number of health issues; Kristen
Westphal, caring for her mother, who is recovering from hip surgery, and whose father is on
hospice care; Dick Lucco, continuing cancer treatment; Barb Goode’s cousin David Jeffery,
home again after being hosptalized after a fall in which he sustained a head injury; COVID-19, and
all that comes with its existence in our midst: for a vaccine to be created, and for ongoing safety
for our communities, especially our Black and brown neighbors, who are particularly hard
hit by the virus; Lori Johnson’s brother-in-law Bob Malcolm, now in a rehab facility to receive
therapy and professional care; Connie Barkley’s sister, Anita Both-off, awaiting results from
medical tests; Beverly and John Hawkins, mourning the passing of John’s step-father, Bill
Hawkins, on June 15; North Park University, as the leadership and students discern the next
right steps in regards to the fall semester; our brown and Black brothers and sisters, who
continue to face racism, ignorance, and hatred at the hands of others; our nation, as we continue
to reel following the murder of George Floyd and so many others
Today begins week 29 of Heartwalking the Neighborhood: Please be in prayer for the 5400
block of north Spaulding (west side), 3302-06 West Balmoral, and 3305-07 West Catalpa.
The text for today’s special music is as follows:
If I go up to heaven, you are there.
Oh Lord, you’ve examined my heart.
If I go down to the grave, you are there.
You know everything about me;
when I sit or I stand.
You know my thoughts even when I’m far away. You watched me as I was formed in utter seclusion
and knit me together in my mother’s womb.
The night will shine like the day;
You saw me before I was born.
you are there.
Every day of my life, every moment was laid out
before a single day had passed.
You go before me and follow me.
How precious are your thoughts about me,
You place your hand of blessing on my head.
oh God.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
They cannot be numbered,
too great to understand.
they outnumber the grains of sand.
I can never escape from your spirit.
I cannot even count them,
I can never get away from your presence.
they outnumber the grains of sand.

VIRTUAL VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL 2020:

FAITHFUL THROUGH
ALL GENERATIONS

We will be hosting Vacation Bible School
VIRTUALLY this year! We hope your kids
can join us in this different way during the
week of August 3-7 for an engaging week
of crazy, goofy fun as we learn about God’s
faithfulness to Noah and Moses, Ruth and
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and,
ultimately—in and through—Jesus!
• We will enjoy one hour of VBS from 9 to 10 am each day from August 3 through
August 7, available via www.npcovenant.org (exact link to be determined). The sessions
will be archived on the website after that hour each day.
• Children of all ages are welcome to participate, but the content will be geared toward
those in preschool through 5th grade.
• The cost is $5/child or $10/family. You may pay at www.npcovenant.org/online-giving
(selecting Vacation Bible School from the “Select a Fund” drop-down menu and typing
your child’s last name and “VBS Registration in the optional memo line) or with cash
or check at packet pick-up.
• Mark your calendars and get your registration form in by July 23 so we can prepare a
packet for your child/family!
• Packet pick up will be Wednesday, July 29, from 9 to 10 am and Thursday, July 30,
from 12 to 1 pm. Packets will include a CD, craft supplies, and some other surprises for
your child/children to use during the week of VBS.
Please feel free to share this information with friends who might want to join us!

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.nppreschool.com • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • www.npcovenant.org/npccp
Jennifer Lazik, Director/Lead Teacher
Lyndsey Wellner, Teacher/Assistant Teacher
Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
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