JULY 26, 2020
+ EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST +
ONLINE WORSHIP
PRELUDE

					

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

		

My Faith Looks Up to Thee
Lloyd Larson
Brian Ward, Organ
Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

CALL TO WORSHIP
						
Sing to the Lord, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wonderful works.
Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
For he is mindful of his covenant forever,
of the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations,
the covenant that he made with Abraham,
his sworn promise to Isaac,
which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute,
to Israel as an everlasting covenant.
Praise the Lord!
OPENING HYMN 37

				

INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)

based on Psalm 105

The God of Abraham Praise

PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the Peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.
SPECIAL MUSIC

							

Jerusalem, My Destiny
Rory Cooney
Carol Olfelt, Soprano; Ann-Marie Frisk, Alto;
Charles Olson, Tenor; Dominic German, Bass; Brian Ward, Piano

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM

Ayden Hunt

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES
				
Old Testament Reading
						
New Testament Reading
						
Gospel Reading
						
		 The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Janice Olson, Reader
Genesis 29:15-28
Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN 						

Libby Piotrowski

MESSAGE

									

CONGREGATIONAL SONG

Jeff Hunter

					

You Go Before Me
Brian and Maria Ward
Led by Christy Bouris, Anders Johnson, Carol Olfelt, and Brian Ward

PASTORAL PRAYER
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory
					
Doxology 48
Prayer of Presentation
CLOSING HYMN 294
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us
William B. Bradbury

O That Pearl of Great Price!
from The Covenant Hymnal (1973)
							
								

from Romans 8
Voluntary in D
William Selby

You Go Before Me
Brian and Maria Ward

Psalm 139: 1-2, 5-8, 12, 15-18
Allegro
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Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License # 2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved.

BELIEVER BAPTISM
On the basis of interpretation of Scripture, North Park Covenant Church recognizes and
celebrates both infant baptism and believer baptism. This interpretation is based on the view
that the sacraments, both baptism and the Lord’s Supper, are means of grace whereby the
mystery and drama of the Gospel are proclaimed. Specifically, in baptism, the proclamation
is that a decision has been made by God from the foundation of the world that a way be
provided for everyone to be included in the family of God; enfolded by the Gospel’s message
and community. Baptism symbolizes the initiation into the believing community wherein
the infant or believer continues to grow into a new life in Christ. The water is the invisible
sign of the invisible grace. It stands both for life and cleansing.
In the case of believer baptism, a person hears the word of God, repents, believes it, and
is baptized. The position of believer baptism does not deny the prevenient work of God in
opening the human heart to the Gospel; but this position does not see the sign as intrinsic to
the communication of God’s grace. This position stresses the sequence of hearing, repenting,
and believing as leading to baptism. The believer who is baptized makes public the witness to
this conversion and a pledge of his or her discipleship.
The community of believers is intrinsic to the onset and development of both faith in the
saving grace provided in Jesus Christ and faithfulness in discipleship. Baptism is not an act
apart from community, but in and toward community.

Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Dick Lucco, anticipating chemotherapy treatments, as multiple new
lesions have been found in multiple places; Heidi Hedberg, daughter to Martha and Peter Frisk and
sister to David Frisk, diagnosed with breast cancer and undergoing chemotherapy treatments; the
Kim family, Covenant missionaries in the process of switching their country of service to Taiwan;
Mary Ann Ahlgren, mourning the passing of her sister Sally Mlacker, who died unexpectedly but
peacefully on July 4; Kristin Henriksen-Benson, mourning the passing of her mother, Susan; Herb
Hedstrom, rejoicing in the news that his cancer is now in remission; Jim Hosek, battling pancreatic
cancer and recently hospitalized with a fever, infection, and pancreatitis; Wilma Cruz, continuing to
battle a number of health issues; Kristen Westphal, caring for her mother, who is recovering from hip
surgery, and whose father is on hospice care; Barb Goode’s cousin David Jeffery, home again after
being hosptalized after a fall in which he sustained a head injury; COVID-19, and all that comes with
its existence in our midst: for a vaccine to be created, and for ongoing safety for our communities,
especially our Black and brown neighbors, who are particularly hard hit by the virus; Lori Johnson’s
brother-in-law Bob Malcolm, now in a rehab facility to receive therapy and professional care; Connie
Barkley’s sister, Anita Bothoff, awaiting results from medical tests; North Park University, as the leadership and students discern the next right steps in regards to the fall semester; our brown and Black
brothers and sisters, who continue to face racism, ignorance, and hatred at the hands of others; our
nation, as we continue to reel following the murder of George Floyd and so many others
Today begins week 30 of Heartwalking the Neighborhood: Please be in prayer for the 5400 block
of north Christiana, 3324 West Balmoral, and 3319-21 West Catalpa.
A few notes from the Treasurer: Thank you for your ongoing financial support of the life of North
Park Covenant Church! If you are wondering about your giving in 2020, please log on to the
www.npcovenant.org website and check your giving information there. It’s always good to verify
that the information in the church’s systems matches your giving records. If you see any discrepancies, reach out to Scott Applequist at treasurer@npcovenant.org to discuss the details.
Through June 30, 2020, the income to NPCC is $349,609. This includes $43,686 of PPP
loan income as we expected to use (and we will use additional PPP money in July). The expenses
of NPCC through the same time is $354,509. So this means we’ve spent $4,900 more than we’ve
brought in. This is an improvement from 2019 through June when we had approximately $21,000
more expenses than income. So the PPP (the Paycheck Protection Plan loan from the Small Business
Administration) has been very helpful in meeting our expenses so far in 2020.
There is still much uncertainty for the full-year expenses and income for 2020 and we continue
to monitor all aspects of the finances. The staff has done a really good job of monitoring expenses
and keeping them as low as possible during this time. If you have any questions about the preliminary full-year projections, reach out to Scott.

Pastor Jeff will be away from Sunday, July 26, through Friday, August 14. If you are in need of
pastoral care during that time, please reach out to Pastor Libby or Pastor Cody, using the email
addresses on the back page of the bulletin.
The text for today’s special music is as follows:
Jerusalem, My Destiny
Rory Cooney
Refrain:
I have set my eyes on your hills, Jerusalem, my destiny!
Though I cannot see the end for me, I cannot turn away.
We have set our hearts for the way; this journey is our destiny.
Let no one walk alone. The journey makes us one.
Other spirits, lesser gods, have courted me with lies.
Here among you I have found a truth which bids me rise. Refrain
See, I leave the past behind; a new land calls to me.
Here among you now I find a glimpse of what might be. Refrain
In my thirst, you let me drink the waters of your life.
Here among you I have met the saviour, Jesus Christ. Refrain
All the worlds I have not seen you open to my view.
Here among you I have found a vision, bright and true. Refrain
To the tombs I went to mourn the hope I thought was gone.
Here among you I awoke to unexpected dawn. Refrain

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.nppreschool.com • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • www.npcovenant.org/npccp
Jennifer Lazik, Director/Lead Teacher
Lyndsey Wellner, Teacher/Assistant Teacher
Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
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