JUNE 7, 2020
+ TRINITY SUNDAY +
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
ONLINE WORSHIP
WELCOME TO CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
PRELUDE

									
Greensleeves
Traditional English Folk Song
Axel Olson-Brady, Piano

ANNOUNCEMENTS 		
Prayer of Sending for Mike Walker

Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter

CALL TO WORSHIP 					
Led by 7th-grade Confirmands:
Linnea Applequist, Josiah Ciccone, Maddie Edstrom, Kira Oleniczak (not pictured),
Axel Olson-Brady, Sanne Nordlund, Torsten Uremovich, and teacher Gabe Johnson
We gather to worship the God who speaks a good word,
who tells us the story of our beginnings and opens up the promise of never-endings.
We gather to worship the God who embodies a good Word,
who shows us through Jesus Christ what impact a faithful, bold, and loving life can make.
We gather to worship the God who spreads the good word,
who enables us through the Spirit’s power to go forth in mission.
We join our voices in praise of our great and gracious God.
OPENING HYMN 19

					

INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)

Holy God, We Praise Thy Name
		

Cody Taylor

PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
READING OF THE SCRIPTURES
Old Testament Reading
			
Genesis 1:1 - 2:4a, Maximilian Thuswaldner
New Testament Reading
		
2 Corinthians 13:11-13, Sebastian Borras-Ziems
Gospel Reading
					
Matthew 28:16-20, Ayden Hunt
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
MESSAGE 									
CONGREGATIONAL SONG

Jeff Hunter

							
My Lighthouse
Chris Llewellyn, Gareth Gilkeson
2013 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

Led by Dominic German, Kristen Hunter, Anders Johnson, Carol Olfelt, and Brian Ward
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Invitation to Generosity
Offertory 							

This Is My Father’s World (57)
arr. Brian Ward
Kira Oleniczak, Viola
Linnea Applequist, Cello

Doxology 48
Prayer of Presentation							
SPECIAL MUSIC

								
Shine on Us
Deborah D. Smith, Michael W. Smith

1996 Deer Valley Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Sony/ATV Milene Music (Admin. by Sony/ATV Music Publishing)

Lisa Peterson, Joel Piotrowski, and Brian Ward

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION
Communion Liturgy
Elements to be Received and Shared in the Home
Communion Music 							
Sadness and Sorrow
Toshio Masuda and Musashi Purojekuto
arr. Joe Jeremiah
Ayden Hunt, Harp
Prayer of Thanksgiving

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION
Our Confirmands
Address to the Congregation
Apostles’ Creed 878
Confession of Personal Faith
		 Ayden Hunt
		 Maximilian Thuswaldner
		 Sebastian Borras-Ziems
Prayer of Blessing
CLOSING HYMN 108

						

Sing Praise to the Father

BENEDICTION 							
8th-grade Confirmands
Now to the one who can keep you from falling and set you
in the presence of his glory, jubilant and above reproach;
to the only God, our Savior, be glory and majesty, might and authority,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all time,
now, and forever more. Amen.
POSTLUDE

						

Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise
arr. Douglas E. Wagner

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License # 2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved.
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The Rite of Confirmation
Children are called the “heritage of the Lord.” Their value to God is unmatched, and
the Bible makes it clear that their education and nurture in the Lord is of utmost
importance. In the Old Testament (for example, Deuteronomy 6:1-9), we learn that the
Hebrews began formally training their children from a young
age. For the past thousand years, the Jews have called the
culmination of this training a “mitzvah” service. In the New
Testament, we see the importance Jesus places on the nurture
of children in faith, for he says, “of such is the kingdom of
God.” Confirmation in the Covenant Church is designed to
be a systematic exploration of God’s word, the history of our
faith, and the importance of living a Christian life. Within
the curriculum, there is opportunity not only for education
in biblical truth, but also for students to come face to face with the call of Jesus to enter
into a personal relationship with him and grow in their faith. A major focus during the
middle school/adolescent years is learning to think for oneself and developing one’s own
identity. The opportunity to engage in a systematic exploration of God and his word
during this time of transition from childhood to adolescence is significant. While youth
ministries address a variety of needs in the life of an adolescent, an orderly investigation
of Christianity accentuates and builds upon what the youth ministry and Sunday school
classes are doing.
The focus of the confirmation process is twofold. First, students have an opportunity
to learn of the church’s history, truths of the Christian faith, and the stories of the
Bible. Second, students develop discipling relationships with pastors and mentors,
and there is a continuing emphasis on the discipling relationship between parents and
children. At whatever point students are in their faith journey, this balance of learning
and relationship is critical to the impact of the confirmation process on their lives. Not
only do they learn what the Bible says, through discipleship they learn to articulate what
they believe about the Bible’s message and how biblical faith translates into Christian
living and responsibility in the world.
- from The Covenant Book of Worship

Some Words on Communion in Your Homes
written by Doug Bixby and used with permission
The reason Communion is typically done as a part of the worship service in Evangelical
Covenant Churches, is because it is a sacrament of the church and, to keep things in
proper order, clergy ordained to Word and Sacrament are typically the ones who bless
the elements and share them. Most denominations and churches discourage people from
treating communion as an individualistic experience that can be practiced devotionally
at home.
Some virtual churches have also arisen recently, where people attend church as a
virtual avatar, or computer robot. Trying to practice virtual communion in these contexts
has also been strongly discouraged by various church leaders. The reason for this is that
virtual community is not human community in the same way we as the church experiences real community in our actual congregations via the body of Christ.
Most churches, however, allow Pastors or Deacons to take communion to people
who are sick or in hospitals or nursing homes, and unable to attend services. The idea
is that by sharing the bread and the cup with these folks it sets them free from personal
isolation and helps them to understand that they are able to participate in the broader
communion of the church through the bread and the cup.
Ordained clergy are not, however, in the business of bringing communion out to
those who simply avoid worship attendance because of laziness or apathy, or even hurt
feelings. Nonetheless, we are facing a new challenge with virtual church services being
conducted by clergy and church leaders, while our congregations are unable to meet in
person because of this pandemic. Real people, meeting virtually, because they cannot
meet together because of a pandemic virus is an entirely different set of circumstances.
This is not related to laziness or intolerance of people, but a very real set of circumstances,
like someone being home-bound due to illness.
So, as we celebrate communion during necessary virtual services, we make the special
accommodation of blessing it from a distance, in the same way that delivering communion to the homebound is a special accommodation for those in need. So, if you are at
home and have bread, and grape juice (or even a bit of wine), we should gather these
elements for a Holy Communion Service blessed through this virtual communion
service. Each person should have their own cup and piece of bread.
What makes Holy Communion sacred is not the type of plate or cup the fruit of
the vine and the bread are in. It is not who prays over the elements in person. It is the
fact that we set these elements aside for this purpose through prayer and that we do it in
remembrance of Jesus and the sacrifice he made through his blood and body.

Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: Our brown and black brothers and sisters, who continue to face
racism, ignorance, and hatred at the hands of others; our nation, as we continue to reel following
the murder of George Floyd last week; family and friends of Bob Thornbloom, who passed
away last Wednesday; Paul and Sheryl Noren, Covenant missionaries to Congo who have now
been separated for four months due to COVID (he in Congo, she in Michigan); Jim Hosek,
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and beginning chemotherapy in advance of surgery; Simon
Peterson, recuperating following outpatient surgery this past week; Lisa Applequist, completing her
second master’s degree in Education Leadership at Roosevelt University and working to resurrect her
Spanish-speaking skills to use this knowledge as a school administrator; Wilma Cruz, continuing to
battle a number of health issues; Lori Johnson’s brother-in-law Bob, hospitalized due to confusion,
high blood sugar, and the inability to walk on his own; Rosemary Slaughter’s friend Sue Dawson,
mourning the passing of her mother, Mary Jane, from coronavirus; Herb Hedstrom, continuing
treament for metastatic prostate cancer; Craig Wickstrom, preparing to return to Congo; Covenant Point, Covenant Harbor, and their staff and campers, as they have had to cancel all 2020
summer programs; Kim and Joel Delp, Covenant missionaries to Ecuador, working to manage
their family and their ministries during this time of quarantine; Jim and Andy Meyer’s cousin’s son,
Andrew Lamb, undergoing physical and occupational therapy to regain the ability to stand and walk;
the Covenant Church in Congo, postponing election of church officials due to coronavirus; the
Covenant church in South Sudan and Ethiopia, in a state of unrest as a result of civil war in Sudan;
those feeling lonely and isolated, anxious and fearful, and those who have lost jobs as a result of
the stay-at-home order; Kristen Westphal, whose mother is recovering from hip surgery, and whose
father is on hospice care; Dick Lucco, continuing cancer treatment; Barb Goode’s cousin David
Jeffery, on disability due to decline caused by ALS
Today begins week 23 of Heartwalking the Neighborhood: Please be in prayer for the 5300 block
of north Bernard (west side).
Remote Volunteer Opportunities with World Relief Chicago: WRC is recruiting remote Young
Adult Mentors, Adult ESL Tutors, and Health Advocates. If you are interested in volunteering with
CWR, please fill out a volunteer application at worldreliefchicago.org/volunteer-opportunities
You can learn more about these opportunities by joining their live, online info session on Monday,
June 8, from 7 to 8 pm (details of this Zoom session will be sent to those who fill out the application).
For more information, please contact Sara Aardema at (773) 681-8569 or saardema@wr.org.

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.nppreschool.com • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • www.npcovenant.org/npccp
Jennifer Lazik, Director/Lead Teacher
Lyndsey Wellner, Teacher/Assistant Teacher
Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
		

The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry
		
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Dean Morris, Director of Pantry Operations • Ross Outten, Director of Development

				
Missionaries We Support					
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
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