
MAY 3, 2020
+ FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER +

LIVESTREAM WORSHIP

PRELUDE            Reflection on Bradbury
        Douglas E. Wagner
        Brian Ward, Organ

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS        Jeff Hunter and Libby Piotrowski

CALL TO WORSHIP            based on Psalm 23
 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
      He makes me lie down in green pastures;
 he leads me beside still waters;
      he restores my soul.
 He leads me in right paths
      for his name’s sake.
 Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
      I fear no evil;
 for you are with me;
      your rod and your staff—
      they comfort me.
 You prepare a table before me 
      in the presence of my enemies;
 you anoint my head with oil;
      my cup overflows.



 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
      all the days of my life,
 and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
      my whole life long.

OPENING HYMN 408          Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)

PASSING OF THE PEACE
     The Peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
     And also with you.

SPECIAL MUSIC           This Joyful Eastertide
        arr. Charles Wood

        Allison Cook, Dominic German, Patty Kennedy, and Ryan Strand 

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES        Herb Hedstrom, Reader
 Easter Season Acts Reading           Acts 2:42-47
 New Testament Reading                      1 Peter 2:19-25
 Gospel Reading                          John 10:1-10
  The Word of the Lord.
         Thanks be to God.

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN    

MESSAGE              Jeff Hunter

CONGREGATIONAL SONG                    The Lord’s My Shepherd 
        Stuart Townend

        Led by Maria and Brian Ward

HOLY COMMUNION
 The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.
 Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them to the Lord.
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 It is always right everywhere and at all times to give God thanks.

We thank you, God, for creating our world, taking pleasure in it, hating nothing you had made. 
Grudging existence to no one, you created a man and woman, sharing your breath with them. 
After taking great delight in the work of your hands, you declared a great sabbath. Blessed with 



times and seasons, the earth brought forth abundantly, providing the man and woman all that 
was essential to life. Therefore we join our voices with the angels and all the saints in heaven and 
on earth as we praise your name, saying:

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Glory be to you, O Lord most high.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

An intruder appeared, intent on ruining the work of your hands, tempting the man and woman 
to doubt your word and distrust your promise. Weakened by doubt and distrust, they acted in 
disregard of your word and promise and became like homeless persons in their own garden. 
Aware of what they had done and knowing a shame too deep for words, they became strangers 
to you, to each other, and to themselves. Knowing such is true about ourselves we say: 

Lord have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
Lord have mercy.

How merciful you are that you took notice of lost persons, O God, not leaving them to their 
shame or your creation to self-destruct.

Beginning with Noah, who lived in a time of outrageous evil, and leading to Abraham and  
Sarah, you kept your word always to have a people to give witness to your name.

Promising to Abraham and Sarah that in them and their descendants all nations of the earth 
would be blessed, a nation came to be, Israel by name, to be a light to the nations.

How grateful we are, O God, that this light was kept burning during centuries of slavery 
until the time came for liberation, when Moses and Joshua, Rahab and Deborah, among 
many, guided your people into their new life in a new land.

But over the centuries your people came to think of the new land as possession more than gift. 
As they became ever more possessive, distrust among your people grew into class hatred and 
contempt for temple festivals. Finally, made vulnerable by disregard of your covenant with 
them, they became a nation ripe for captivity by other powers.

How tragic it was, O God, that your people turned a deaf ear to the prophets and disre-
garded your warning.

Then your people were scattered again, homeless in exile and exposed to shame, only to return 
to a Jerusalem in ruins and the temple destroyed.



When it appeared that you had withdrawn from your world, O God, oblivious to your 
promises to help in time of need, you sent Gabriel to a virgin named Mary, telling her that 
she would be the mother of the One all had been looking for.

She gave birth to a son, Jesus by name. Most of his life was lived in obscurity, having been 
trained as a carpenter in Nazareth until he sought baptism by his relative John the Baptizer.

After forty days of harassment by the same intruder who had invaded the garden, Jesus 
had resisted all the enticements offered him to forsake his single-minded devotion to your 
will, O God.

He began his public ministry, first by gathering a group of persons to be his disciples, persons 
having little in common, often hostile to each other, each not knowing the outcome of their 
going with Jesus.

They went with him, often to forbidden places and forsaken people—the lepers, the  
disabled, the impoverished, the non-Jews, the political enemies, the fraudulent—all to 
begin to gather into one the scattered people of God.

Increasingly unwanted by official leaders of temple and state, and misunderstood by those  
closest to him, he came to this: On the night he was betrayed, he took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembering 
me.” In the same way he took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembering me.” 

So, Lord, is it I who continues to add to your suffering?

Holy Father, who sent the Holy Spirit to equip your Son Jesus for doing your will, send now 
this same Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine returned to you from your 
creation. Unworthy though we may be, may this same Spirit enable us to receive them for what 
Jesus said they were—his body and blood for us. So receiving, may we be the more equipped to 
endure testing as well as triumph in our service to you. Therefore, sustain us in faith, strengthen 
us to love, and season us with hope as we await the appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, who, with you and the Holy Spirit, ever lives and rules, now as always. Amen. Let us 
proclaim the mystery of our faith.

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Christ our Passover is offered for us. Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
    
      Elements to Be Received and Shared in the Home
      Communion Music 560         You Satisfy the Hungry Heart
      Prayer of Thanksgiving



GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
     Invitation to Generosity
     Offertory          Leaning on the Everlasting Arms

        Paul Johnston
     Sung Response 246, verses 1 and 5       Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks
 Prayer of Presentation

CLOSING HYMN 592          With God as Our Friend

BENEDICTION    

POSTLUDE               Ode to Joy
        Ludwig van Beethoven

        arr. John Wilson

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License # 2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved. 
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Some Words on Communion in Your Homes
written by Doug Bixby and used with permission

The reason Communion is typically done as a part of the worship service in Evangelical 
Covenant Churches, is because it is a sacrament of the church and, to keep things in 
proper order, clergy ordained to Word and Sacrament are typically the ones who bless 
the elements and share them. Most denominations and churches discourage people from 
treating communion as an individualistic experience that can be practiced devotionally 
at home. 
 Some virtual churches have also arisen recently, where people attend church as a  
virtual avatar, or computer robot. Trying to practice virtual communion in these contexts 
has also been strongly discouraged by various church leaders. The reason for this is that 
virtual community is not human community in the same way we as the church experi-
ences real community in our actual congregations via the body of Christ. 
 Most  churches, however, allow Pastors or Deacons to take communion to people 
who are sick or in hospitals or nursing homes, and unable to attend services. The idea 
is that by sharing the bread and the cup with these folks it sets them free from personal 
isolation and helps them to understand that they are able to participate in the broader  
communion of the church through the bread and the cup.  
 Ordained clergy are not, however, in the business of bringing communion out to 
those who simply avoid worship attendance because of laziness or apathy, or even hurt 
feelings. Nonetheless, we are facing a new challenge with virtual church services being 
conducted by clergy and church leaders, while our congregations are unable to meet in 
person because of this pandemic. Real people, meeting virtually, because they cannot 
meet together because of a pandemic virus is an entirely different set of circumstances. 
This is not related to laziness or intolerance of people, but a very real set of circumstances, 
like someone being home-bound due to illness.
 So, as we celebrate communion during necessary virtual services, we make the special 
accommodation of blessing it from a distance, in the same way that delivering commu-
nion to the homebound is a special accommodation for those in need. So, if you are at 
home and have bread, and grape juice (or even a bit of wine), we should gather these  
elements for a Holy Communion Service blessed through this virtual communion  
service. Each person should have their own cup and piece of bread.
 What makes Holy Communion sacred is not the type of plate or cup the fruit of 
the vine and the bread are in. It is not who prays over the elements in person. It is the 
fact that we set these elements aside for this purpose through prayer and that we do it in 
remembrance of Jesus and the sacrifice he made through his blood and body.



Welcome to North Park Covenant Church! We’re glad you’re here. 
Please let us know of your presence with us using the red booklets at the ends of the pews. 

We welcome you and invite you to stay for fellowship downstairs in the parlors after the service.

For your prayers this week: Family and friends of Ed Parker, who passed away this past Wednesday; 
Sally Engebretson and family, mourning the passing of her mother, Helen Nordstrom, last Sunday; 
Valerie Sanchez Lucco’s sister, Lisa, diagnosed with coronavirus; Marti Hindaileh’s godson, Brandon 
Baglayan, diagnosed with coronavirus and already suffering from congestive heart failure; Rosemary 
Slaughter, whose wrist therapy has been postponed; the Peterman and Helwig families, mourning 
the recent passing of Elijah Peterman, at the age of four; Johanna Fernandez and family, mourning 
the passing of her father, Jim Sundholm; Herb Hedstrom, undergoing treament for metastatic prostate 
cancer; Allen Bloomingburg, diagnosed with coronavirus; Jim and Andy Meyer’s cousin’s son, Andrew 
Lamb, still at Lurie with acute kidney issues but making progress; the Covenant Church in Congo, post-
poning election of church officials and encouraging missionaries to leave the country; Helen Ferguson’s 
son, Lace Ferguson, recuperating at home following emergency brain surgery; those feeling lonely 
and isolated, anxious and fearful in this current shelter-in-place situation; those who have lost jobs 
as a result of this order; the Covenant church in South Sudan and Ethiopia, in a state of unrest as a  
result of civil war in Sudan; Kristen Westphal, whose mother is recovering from hip surgery, and whose  
father is on hospice care; Dick Lucco, continuing cancer treatment; Bob Thornbloom, on hospice 
care; Barb Goode’s cousin David Jeffery, on disability due to decline caused by ALS

Today begins week 18 of Heartwalking the Neighborhood: Please be in prayer for the 5300 block 
of north Christiana (east side) and the 3000 block of west Balmoral. If you are following along using 
the booklet, please delete the last listing, 5456, on 5300 N. Christiana.

With an inability to host the usual springtime fundraisers and the added and urgent needs of many 
whom they serve, The Friendship Center is asking for additional financial support, as you are able 
to give. If you have been looking for a place to give and to help, this would be an excellent choice. You 
might consider giving to The Friendship Center the money that you might otherwise give to the May 
benevolence fund, or perhaps you have some additional money to give. Gifts can be given to NPCC 
(select either The Friendship Center in the online drop-down menu, or writing The Friendship Center 
in the memo line of your check made out NPCC), or you can give to The Friendship Center directly 
and mail the check to The Friendship Center, 2711 W. Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, IL  60625. Thank 
you so very much for your generosity!

The community COVID-19 testing tent at Galter LifeCenter parking lot (5157 N. Francisco) 
began Monday, April 20. People who need to be tested because they are ill must have a doctor’s order 
and call for an appointment. If someone doesn’t have a doctor, they can still call in to the help line 
(773-907-7700) and a doctor will be assigned. The tent testing is for all, including undocumented 
individuals. Details can be found on the Swedish Hospital website, www.swedishcovenant.org/covid



Dear church family, we have received a generous gift to our benevolence fund and wanted to make 
you aware so that, should you know of anyone in need, you can point them in the right direction. 
Please reach out to Pastor Libby or Pastor Jeff, and we will try to meet needs as they come. 

This year’s Global 6K Walk for Water is happening VIRTUALLY on Saturday, May 16! While 
North Park Covenant Church will not be participating as a group this year, we invite you to participate 
with another church (DeerGrove, Naperville, and Faith Covenant in Wheaton are all participating and 
have welcomed friends to join their teams). Because the walk is virtual, you can walk wherever you are! 
Here are the steps to register: 
 - Go to www.teamworldvision.org/chicago6k and click on “Register” under “Walk or Run in 2020” 
 -  Select registration type, click on “Join a Team”, and using the “Search” button, choose one of the  
    following: DeerGrove Covenant, Naperville Covenant, or Faith Covenant in Wheaton (As of this
   printing, these churches had not yet set up their teams. Please feel free to register as an individual.)
 -  Fill in the necessary information for shirt size, etc. 
 -  Pay the registration fee ($50 for adults, $25 for kids under 18). While further fundraising isn’t 
   necessary, feel free to reach out to those you know who might like to make a donation!

The text for this morning’s anthem is as follows:

This Joyful Eastertide
George R. Woodward

This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow;
my Lord, the crucified, has sprung to life this morrow.

Chorus: 
Had Christ, who once was slain, ne’er burst his three-day prison, our faith had been in vain:

but now has Christ arisen, arisen, arisen, but now has Christ arisen.

My flesh in hope shall rest, and for a season slumber,
’till trump from east to west shall wake the dead in number. Chorus

Death’s flood has lost its chill, since Jesus crossed the river; 
lover of souls, from ill my passing soul deliver. Chorus

How to Receive Church Emails: During this time of quarantine, we are sending more and more  
information via our email chains. If you do not currently receive the Call to Prayer or General Church 
Information emails, please contact Ann-Marie Frisk at afrisk@npcovenant.org, and she will add you to 
either or both email lists. You do not need to be a member of the church to receive these emails. If you have 
signed up in the past but aren’t receiving the emails, please check your spam or junk folder to see if the  
messages are going there. If they are, please add npcc@npcovenant.org to your contacts list, so those 
emails will go to your inbox. If they are not in spam or junk, please let Ann-Marie know. Thank you!



We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

           Church Staff      

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

            North Park Church Cooperative Preschool    
www.nppreschool.com • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • www.npcovenant.org/npccp  

Jennifer Lazik, Director/Lead Teacher
Lyndsey Wellner, Teacher/Assistant Teacher

Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher

             The Friendship Center - Our Neighborhood Food Pantry    
2711 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625

www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 907-6338 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org 
Dean Morris, Director of Pantry Operations • Ross Outten, Director of Development

N o r t h   P a r k   C o v e n a n t   C h u r c h
5250  North  Christiana  Avenue •  Chic ago,  Illinois  60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org 

             Missionaries We Support     
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska 
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America 

Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia


