


APRIL 5, 2020
+ PALM SUNDAY +

LIVESTREAM WORSHIP

PRELUDE            Hosanna, Loud Hosanna
    Music from Gesangbuch der Herzogl

                                                                        Brian Ward, Piano

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS      Jeff Hunter and Libby Piotrowski

+ LITURGY OF THE PALMS +

READING OF SCRIPTURE      Steve Paska, Reader
Matthew 21:1-11 

 The Word of the Lord.
 Thanks be to God.

CALL TO WORSHIP            based on Psalm 118
     O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever!
     Let those who fear the Lord say, “His steadfast love endures forever.”
     The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
     This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
     O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
     for his steadfast love endures forever! 
     Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
     Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Amen!

OPENING HYMN 227         All Glory, Laud, and Honor

INVOCATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)

SPECIAL MUSIC           Prepare the Way, O Zion
    Fernando Ortega

    Augustus Nelson, Bernard Chadwick, Fernando Ortega, Frans Mikael Franzen 
    © 2017 Kachitower Music (Admin. by Fernando Ortega)

    Noise Noise Noise (Admin. by Fun Attic Music, LLC)
    CCLI #2875232

Brian and Maria Ward

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN          Jeff Hunter

SUNG RESPONSE 228, verses 1 and 3        Hosanna, Loud Hosanna



+ LITURGY OF THE PASSION +

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES        Lisa Applequist, Reader
    Philippians 2:5-11
    Matthew 27:11-54

 The Word of the Lord.
 Thanks be to God.

CALL TO CONFESSION          written by Jan Richardson
 God of all times and places, we confess that we would rather join the crowds than stand  
 alone. We prefer the popular point of view to a solitary witness for justice and truth. We  
 like safety and security while shrinking from the risk of involvement. We’ll sing,  
 “Hosanna” when everyone else is doing so—but not when the hostile “Good Friday”  
 forces may hear us. We do not like to admit our lukewarm response to you, but neither  
 do we want to be considered fanatics.

 We believe Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. We know that means us, not  
 just other folks involved in obvious evils everyone knows about. We ask you to be patient  
 with us, to help us understand our own guilt. Then pour out your forgiveness in such a  
 way that we are forever transformed. In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC        We Shall Walk Through the Valley in Peace
    William Appling        

Dominic German

SILENCE

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  AND PASSING OF THE PEACE
     The Peace of Jesus Christ be with you.
     And also with you.

MESSAGE             Libby Piotrowski

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN                          Jesus Paid It All

HOLY COMMUNION
     A Great Thanksgiving for Palm Sunday
      The Lord be with you.
      And also with you.
      Lift up your hearts. 
     We lift them up to the Lord.
     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
     It is right to give our thanks and praise.



     It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
      always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
      Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth.
      In love you made us for yourself;
      and when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death,
      your love remained steadfast.
      You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts
      and prepare with joy for the Easter feast,
      that, renewed by your Word and Sacraments
      and fervent in prayer and works of justice and mercy,
      we may come to the fullness of grace
      that you have prepared for those who love you.
      And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
      we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

      Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
      heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
      Hosanna in the highest.
      Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
      Hosanna in the highest.

      Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ,
      whom you sent in the fullness of time to redeem the world.
      He emptied himself, taking the form of a servant,
      being born in our likeness.
      He humbled himself and became obedient unto death,
      even death on a cross.
      He took upon himself our sin and death and offered himself,
      a perfect sacrifice for the sin of the whole world.
      By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection,
      you gave birth to your Church,
      delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
      and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.

      On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,
      gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
      “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
      Do this in remembrance of me.”

      When the supper was over he took the cup,
      gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:



      “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
      poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
      Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

      And so, in remembrance of these, your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
      we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
      as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,
      as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

      Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

      Let us pray: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
      and on these gifts of bread and wine.
      Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
      that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.
      By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
      one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
      until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
      Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
      all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

 Elements to be Received and Shared  in the Home
      Communion Music 561, sung through six times       Jesus, Remember Me
     Prayer of Thanksgiving

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
     Offertory 627, sung through two times          Here I Am 
     Responsive Hymn 114, verses 1 and 4      God Loved the World So That He Gave    
     Prayer of Presentation

CLOSING HYMN 229         Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!

BENEDICTION    

POSTLUDE             A Wind Blew Over Calvary
                                                                        Gregg Sewell

Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License # 2875232.
Permission to print and podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954.
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church.
All rights reserved. 



Some Words on Communion in Your Homes
written by Doug Bixby and used with permission

The reason Communion is typically done as a part of the worship service in Evangelical 
Covenant Churches, is because it is a sacrament of the church and, to keep things in 
proper order, clergy ordained to Word and Sacrament are typically the ones who bless 
the elements and share them. Most denominations and churches discourage people from 
treating communion as an individualistic experience that can be practiced devotionally 
at home. 
 Some virtual churches have also arisen recently, where people attend church as a  
virtual avatar, or computer robot. Trying to practice virtual communion in these contexts 
has also been strongly discouraged by various church leaders. The reason for this is that 
virtual community is not human community in the same way we as the church experi-
ences real community in our actual congregations via the body of Christ. 
 Most  churches, however, allow Pastors or Deacons to take communion to people 
who are sick or in hospitals or nursing homes, and unable to attend services. The idea 
is that by sharing the bread and the cup with these folks it sets them free from personal 
isolation and helps them to understand that they are able to participate in the broader  
communion of the church through the bread and the cup.  
 Ordained clergy are not, however, in the business of bringing communion out to 
those who simply avoid worship attendance because of laziness or apathy, or even hurt 
feelings. Nonetheless, we are facing a new challenge with virtual church services being 
conducted by clergy and church leaders, while our congregations are unable to meet in 
person because of this pandemic. Real people, meeting virtually, because they cannot 
meet together because of a pandemic virus is an entirely different set of circumstances. 
This is not related to laziness or intolerance of people, but a very real set of circumstances, 
like someone being home-bound due to illness.
 So, as we celebrate communion during necessary virtual services, we make the special 
accommodation of blessing it from a distance, in the same way that delivering commu-
nion to the homebound is a special accommodation for those in need. So, if you are at 
home and have bread, and grape juice (or even a bit of wine), we should gather these  
elements for a Holy Communion Service blessed through this virtual communion  
service. Each person should have their own cup and piece of bread.
 What makes Holy Communion sacred is not the type of plate or cup the fruit of 
the vine and the bread are in. It is not who prays over the elements in person. It is the 
fact that we set these elements aside for this purpose through prayer and that we do it in 
remembrance of Jesus and the sacrifice he made through his blood and body.







Jesus Paid It All
John T. GrapeE. M. Hall
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here!

For your prayers this week: Mary Ann Ahlgren’s sister, Sally Mlacker, who has 
been hospitalized, is doing better; Johanna Fernandez and family, mourning the 
passing of her father, Jim Sundholm; Herb Hedstrom, diagnosed with aggressive 
metastatic prostate cancer and beginning treatments as soon as possible; Helen 
Ferguson’s son, Lace Ferguson, recuperating at home following emergency brain 
surgery to remove a tumor; those feeling lonely and isolated, anxious and fear-
ful, in this current shelter-in-place situation; those who have lost jobs as a result 
of this order; our global community, as we all work together to end the spread of, 

and care for those affected by, the COVID-19 coronavirus; the Stateville community, many homes 
for the eldery, and others where visitors are no longer allowed; Dawn and Ted Helwig’s grandson  
Elijah Peterman, home from the hospital after 7 weeks and being given a continuous pain medication; 
Cody and Lauren Taylor, who welcome Ellie Rose on March 6;  Rachel and James Ventress, who 
welcomed Elsie Grace Anastasia on March 17; the Covenant church in South Sudan and Ethiopia, 
in a state of unrest as a result of civil war in Sudan; Jim and Andy Meyer’s cousin’s son, Andrew Lamb, 
at Lurie Children’s Hospital with acute kidney issues; Mary Chase-Ziolek and family, mourning 
the passing of her brother, James Chase Jr.; Rosemary Slaughter, undergoing therapy on her wrist;  
Kristen Westphal, whose mother is recovering from hip surgery, and whose father is on hospice care; 
the Covenant Church in Congo, struggling over leadership and anticipating election for church  
officials; Dick Lucco, continuing cancer treatment; Bob Thornbloom, on hospice care; Barb Goode’s 
cousin David Jeffery, on disability due to decline caused by ALS

Today is Communion Sunday, and we would normally have members of the Board of Deacons 
standing at the exits of the sanctuary with baskets 
to receive donations toward our benevolence fund. We 
recognize this is a different time and that some may 
not have as much to give. And, although we are not  
currently giving out gift cards to those in need as we 
normally would, this is an important ministry and one 
that will continue once life returns to normal. We ask 
you to prayerfully consider giving a donation online 
or by sending a check to the church, with the word “ 
Benevolence” in the memo line. Thank you! 

Today begins week 14 of Heartwalking the Neigh-
borhood: Please be in prayer for the 5300 block of 
north Sawyer (east side) and the 3200 block of west 
Balmoral. 



We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study. 
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders, 

and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those 
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, 

or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.

Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525

Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

           Church Staff      

To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

            North Park Church Cooperative Preschool    
www.nppreschool.com • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • www.npcovenant.org/npccp  

Jennifer Lazik, Director/Lead Teacher
Lyndsey Wellner, Teacher/Assistant Teacher

Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher

      The North Park Friendship Center     
3448 West Foster Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625

www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 267-8395 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org 
Dean Morris, Director of Pantry Operations

N o r t h   P a r k   C o v e n a n t   C h u r c h
5250  North  Christiana  Avenue •  Chic ago,  Illinois  60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org 

             Missionaries We Support     
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo 

James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska 
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America 

Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia


