MARCH 22, 2020
+ FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT +
LIVESTREAM WORSHIP
PRELUDE

				

Prelude on “Cleansing Fountain”
James Mansfield
Brian Ward, Organ

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT

					

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross (382)
arr. Gilbert M. Martin
Dominic German and Brian Ward

* CALL TO WORSHIP
							
We rejoice in the One who leads us beside still waters
and gives us refreshment of soul.
Christ our Shepherd shows us the way we should go,
so that the name of God will be glorified.
Though all manner of evil befall us, we will not be afraid,
for the Great Shepherd of our souls is with us.
We are never away from the love and mercy of the Lord,
and we shall be with him for ever and ever. Amen!
* CONGREGATIONAL SONG

from Psalm 23

						
Shepherd
Bart Millard, David Crowder, Hank Bentley, Mia Fieldes
Led by Dominic German, Anders Johnson, and Brian Ward

* UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God, we confess that we like to think we know you, while what we really know is who we
want you to be. We often think we have the answers, that we know best, even as you show
us a still more excellent way. Open our eyes and our ears to know you as you are, and lead
us, Lord, so we walk your way on any road we travel. Amen.
SILENCE
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
* PASSING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES
Old Testament Reading
						
New Testament Reading
						

1 Samuel 16:1-13
Ephesians 5:8-14

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN
* READING OF THE GOSPEL
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

						

						

* CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 220

John 9:1-41

Good News of Powerlessness
Matt Butin

					

“Man of Sorrows!”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Using sins)
GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS
Offertory 616
						
* Doxology 48
* Prayer of Dedication
* CLOSING HYMN 341

				

Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound

* RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
				
May God, who comes to us in the things of this world,
bless your eyes and be in your seeing.
May Christ, who looks upon you with deepest love,
bless your eyes and widen your gaze.
May the Spirit, who perceives what is and what may yet be,
bless your eyes and sharpen your vision.
May the Sacred Three bless our eyes and cause us to see. Amen.
POSTLUDE

Make Me A Servant

written by Jan Richardson

							

* Please rise in body or in spirit.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from CCLI with License # 2875232
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service partially obtained from One License with license #A-730954
Permission to reprint and stream hymns copyrighted by Covenant Publication obtained from the Evangelical Covenant Church

Canzona
Domenico Zipoli

Shepherd
David Crowder
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Welcome to North Park Covenant Church online!
We’re glad you’re here.
For your prayers this week: our global community, as we all work together to end the spread of and
care for those affected by the COVID-19 coronavirus; the Stateville community, many homes for
the eldery, and others where visitors are no longer allowed; Herb Hedstrom, undergoing extensive
testing to determine the source of ongoing back pain and a treatment plan; Dawn and Ted Helwig’s
grandson Elijah Peterman, home from the hospital after 7 weeks and being given a continuous pain
medication; Johanna Fernandez and family, as her father, Jim Sundholm is on hospice care; Rachel
and James Ventress, who welcomed Elise Grace Anastasia on March 17; the Covenant church in
South Sudan and Ethiopia, in a state of unrest as a result of civil war in Sudan; Jim and Andy Meyer’s
cousin’s son, Andrew Lamb, at Lurie Children’s Hospital with acute kidney issues; Mary Chase-Ziolek
and family, mourning the passing of her brother, James Chase Jr.; Rosemary Slaughter, undergoing
therapy on her wrist; Kristen Westphal, whose mother is recovering from hip surgery, and whose
father is now on hospice care; the Covenant Church in Congo, struggling over leadership and anticipating election for church officials; Dick Lucco, continuing cancer treatment; Bob Thornbloom, on
hospice care; Barb Goode’s cousin David Jeffery, on disability due to decline caused by ALS
We welcome Matt Butin to the pulpit today. Matt helps to lead the Crux Discipleship Cohort at
North Park University, a living-learning cohort in which first-year students participate with the Kingdom of God by following Jesus together in community. Matt and his wife, Alli, have lived in Chicago
for the past five years as he has been attending North Park Theological Seminary. Alli received a
master’s degree in Social Service and Administration from the University of Chicago two years ago
and now works as a school social worker in Melrose Park. They are expecting their first child in May.
In addition to Sunday worship, the following events have been cancelled until further notice:
- Sunday School and Adult Formation
- Sunday evening Lenten Worship Services
- Sunday and Wednesday evening Youth Group and related events
- Monday Tutoring
- Wednesday gather meals
- Chancel Choir Rehearsals
- Chancel Handbell Choir Rehearsals
- March 22 and March 29 Contemplative Worship Services
- March 24 North Park Readers gathering
- March 28 All-church Work Day
- March 29 Intergenerational Sunday School
- March 29 Congregational Meeting
- April 4 Prayer Vigil
Also, the church building will be closed for drop-ins, and the gym will not be open for public use.
If you are in possession of church keys, please refrain from accessing the building until further notice.

We welcome all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ through worship and study.
We invite all believers to fully participate in the life and ministry of our church as members, leaders,
and lay staff. We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those
differences be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability,
or socioeconomic status. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
					 Church Staff						
Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515
To reach both Jeff and Libby, please use copastors@npcovenant.org or ext. 510.
Ann-Marie O. Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org, ext. 505

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org, ext. 535

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org
			
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool				
www.nppreschool.com • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • www.npcovenant.org/npccp
Jennifer Lazik, Director/Lead Teacher
Lyndsey Wellner, Teacher/Assistant Teacher
Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher
				 The North Park Friendship Center					
3448 West Foster Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 267-8395 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Dean Morris, Director of Pantry Operations
				
Missionaries We Support						
Paul and Sheryl Noren, Congo
Eugenio and Pia Restrepo, Latin America
James and Rachel Ventress, Alaska
Peter and Anna Kim, East Asia
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