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From the DenominAtion
December 2019

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

May God richly bless you as you gather for your congregational Annual Meetings and 
celebrations. I greet you on behalf of the entire Evangelical Covenant Church. I am deeply 
grateful for our partnership in the whole Gospel. We join as mission friends to proclaim 
and demonstrate the good news of Jesus. 
 We are a union of 875 churches on mission together, which is to join God in his  
mission to see more disciples among more populations in a more caring and just world. 
The Holy Spirit is the Blazing Center of that mission, and we advance that mission through 
a multiethnic mosaic of churches. 
	 This	aligns	with	one	of	our	key	Covenant	Affirmations:	a	conscious	dependence	on	the	
Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit empowers us to carry out this mission, serving locally and 
partnering together to impact more than 2.5 million people in close to 60 countries and 
on	five	continents.	Our	kingdom	impact	is	only	possible	through	the	Holy	Spirit,	who	is	
the personal agent of Christ’s presence and power. 
 As you gather to celebrate this past year of ministry and plan for the year ahead,  
remember that you are partners in ministry with many other Covenanters. You are not 
alone. Most important, know the Holy Spirit will continue to comfort, strengthen, unify, 
and instruct you. My prayer is that the Holy Spirit continues to lead us deeper in Christ 
and further in mission. 

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.” (2 Corinthians 13:14)

In Christ’s Love, 

John S. Wenrich
President, The Evangelical Covenant Church



From the Conference
January 2020

Happy New Year! 

We trust that the season of Advent and the promise of a new year have been encour-
aging to your congregation. I am extremely grateful for your partnership in 2019 and 
look forward to our continued partnership in 2020. I deeply believe that we are better 
together in Jesus Christ! 
 The Central Conference of the Evangelical Covenant Church is a group of over 
110 churches in Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, and  
Missouri. There are many Spirit-led stories to share from our conference. We are excited 
to share these stories with you as we gather at our conference annual meeting, Celebra-
tion 2020, at Lakeview Covenant Church, Northbrook IL, April 23-25, 2020. We hope 
your church is planning to be part of this event.
	 With	 God’s	 help,	 we	 have	 planted	 four	 new	 churches	 these	 last	 two	 years: 
 Uptown Covenant Church, a multicultural church in Chicago; Garden City Covenant, a  
multicultural Church in Chicago’s West Side; Vida Eterna Covenant in Rockford; Luz 
de Esperanza Covenant near Elgin; and one soon in partnership with Batavia Covenant 
Church. This has been a well thought out effort to see kingdom growth in our confer-
ence and reach more people for Christ. This remains the mission of the church and 
the	Central	Conference.	We	see	how	God	is	placing	financial	and	human	resources	for	
growth to occur. Congregations are excited to plant new churches in connection with 
their	 local	 church.	One	 example	 involves	 the	 three	Covenant	 churches	 in	 Rockford,	 
Illinois,	(Broadway	Cov.,	First	Cov.,	and	Bethesda	Cov.)	that	have	partnered	financially	
and invited other local churches to be hands-on partners. They are working with the 
church planters at Vida Eterna Covenant Church to reach the Latino community for the 
glory of God.
 Established churches are involved in revitalization efforts, inviting their communi-
ties	into	the	church.	Hope	Covenant	Church	in	Orland	Park	has	opened	their	church	
doors, allowing their space to be used as a shelter. They had initial pushback from their 
Village, but God has been faithful in their efforts to love the least of these.
 The Central Conference staff has also walked alongside established churches in  
pastoral and staff searches, church training needs, crisis intervention, and congrega-
tional	 care.	Our	 staff	 is	 available	 to	do	 this	 for	all	Covenant	 churches	 in	 the	Central	 
Conference that request it. Rev. Jill Lind is spearheading the LEAD initiative, which  
offers workshops aimed to train church lay leaders. We are receiving great feedback on 
the	resources	being	provided	at	 these	workshops.	You	can	find	more	 information	on	
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these training opportunities at www.centralconf.org.
	 Now,	more	than	ever,	we	are	also	counting	on	your	financial	partnership.	We	cannot	
do the work we are called to do without you. Thank you for designating 3.5% of your 
local church budget to support conference-wide efforts. We invite you to prayerfully 
consider additional funding to expand these efforts.
 It has been a joy to visit over 85 local Covenant churches in the last two years. I  
continue to pray for the congregations I have visited. I look forward to being with you 
soon if I have not visited your church yet. I cannot help but to be grateful that you are 
a part of this family we call the Central Conference.

God’s many blessings on your lives,

Rev. Dr. Danny Martinez
Superintendent of the Central Conference of the ECC
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StAtisticAl Report
Children Born into the Church Family 
Benjamin Nicholas Meyer, son of Christy* Bouris and Andy* Meyer, born April 22, 2019

Baptisms and Dedications
Ana Elise Peterson, daughter of Lisa and Kurt Peterson, baptized May 19, 2019
Benjamin Nicholas Meyer, son of Christy* Bouris and Andy* Meyer, baptized November 3, 2019

New Members Received on February 3, 2019
Donn Engebretson
Sally Engebretson 
Martha Frisk  
Peter Frisk      
Elizabeth Johnson      

New Members Received on October 6, 2019
Dominic German
Cody Taylor
Lauren Taylor
Mike Walker 
Heather Yutzy

Confirmed in the Faith on May 19, 2019     
Maja Applequist      
Caleb Ciccone    
Wesley Edstrom 
Camryn Faude 
Ana Peterson 
Harrison Piotrowski                   
Tobin Schiller 

Members Lost through Death  
Marlene Moeller, February 5, 2019, Spooner, Wisconsin
Carole Johnson, February 17, 2019, Northbrook, Illinois 
Joanne Soderstrom, July 24, 2019, Chicago, Illinois
Zerda Boland, August 16, 2019, Chicago, Illinois
BettyJean Holmgren, October 13, 2019, Chicago, Illinois
Betty J. Nelson, October 29, 2019, Northbrook, Illinois

Ann-Marie	O.	Frisk • Church Administrator
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Marilyn Nelson, November 4, 2019, Racine, Wisconsin
Richard (Dick) Johnson, December 15, 2019, Northbrook, Illinois

Transfers of Membership
Rachel and Grant Bramley, transferred to Winnetka Covenant Church, Wilmette, Illinois 
Joanne Ekberg, transferred to First Congregational Church (UCC), Cheshire, Connecticut
Martin and Susan Sandstrom, transferred to Park Ridge Community Church, Park Ridge,  
     Illinois

Total membership at the end of December 2018       486
Members received in 2019              +10
Members lost through death                -8
Members lost through transfer               -5
Total church membership as of December 31, 2019         483

* non-member

Submitted respectfully.
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Church ChAir
“And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this, “you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these. - Mark 12:30-31

At the start of 2019, we as a church were taking a collective and well-deserved deep breath 
of	 satisfaction	 and	 relief.	 The	 tower	 had	 been	 completed,	 the	 staffing	was	 stable,	 our	 
finances	were	 in	good	shape,	and	all	was	well.	We	were	concentrating	on	meaningful	 
worship, outreach to youth, and being a stable presence in our community. In the spring, 
Blake Thomas left his position as Youth Pastor to pursue other options for growth as he 
worked toward the completion of his seminary studies. The search committee worked 
in a well-coordinated fashion, and we were blessed by Cody Taylor’s acceptance of the 
Youth Pastor position by early summer, so this vital ministry continued uninterrupted.
 The process and decisions made at the Annual Meeting of the ECC in June were  
difficult	and	unprecedented,	and	we	collectively,	as	North	Park	Covenant	Church,	were	
challenged with how to move forward. NPCC members and friends, like those in many 
Covenant churches, cover the entire spectrum of political and social views. The freedom 
of biblical interpretation in the non-essentials has allowed this congregation of diverse 
views to commune and be the church together for over 130 years. We have been pietists 
and “Covenanters” in every sense of the word, agreeing to disagree, respecting others’ 
views, praying for each other, worshiping together, and being the church together, by 
putting Christ at the center of everything. The decision to create an alternate fund for  
giving to the “local church only,” allowing members to choose the ministry and amount of 
support given to the ECC, was a product of the challenges following the Annual Meeting. 
The structure of the alternate general fund does not support any one view. The coming 
year will see additional discussions on this issue as we try to design a more permanent  
solution. I am grateful for differing views, honest conversation, and willingness to  
disagree	while	still	loving	each	other	and	the	Lord	with	all	our	strength.	Our	hard	work	
to “be the church” continues.
 Living into our motto “for God’s Glory and Neighbors’ Good”, we continue to be active 
in and engaged with the community and world around us. Tutoring for grade schoolers, 
open gym and open studio for high league youth, Bible studies for adults, use of our facili-
ties	for	AA,	adult	basketball	groups,	and	more	continue.	Our	benevolence	fund	is	used	to	
help provide for the physical needs of those less fortunate who seek assistance.
 Thank you to everyone who has given of their time, talent, and treasure in our efforts 
to live out the great commandment with each other and in 
this community. May we continue to do so together in 2020.

Susan Dawson
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Co-pAstors
Jeff Hunter & Libby Piotrowski

Dear Church, 

Happy New Year to you all. We are so grateful to serve alongside you at North Park Cov-
enant Church. We are grateful for the ways in which you all demonstrate the love and 
grace and compassion of Jesus to one another and to our community. 2019 has been a full 
year.	It	has,	in	some	ways,	been	a	difficult	year.	But	it	has	also	brought	us	many	oppor-
tunities for growth and fellowship and meaningful worship and ministry. Join us as we  
reflect	on	the	past	year	and	the	ways	we	have	experienced	God	at	work	in	and	through	us.	

New and Exciting Things
When we talk about our purpose as a 
church, we often use the phrase “for God’s 
glory and neighbors’ good.” It’s a powerful 
phrase that links us to our past and leads 
us into our future. 2019 saw many exciting 
new things being birthed in our community 
as we rejoiced in the goodness of God and 
offered blessings to our neighbors.
	 On	the	God’s	glory	side,	we’ve	continued	
growing into new ways of worship, and this 
year	marked	 the	first	year	we	set	aside	an	
evening to worship in a more modern worship style. Brian Ward and a talented team of 
musicians have helped us expand into new worship approaches in these evenings, and 
we are looking forward to continuing those worship nights going forward. Also, we wel-
comed a number of new members to our church community this year. It is such a witness 
to God’s glory as people say yes to this particular community and raise their hands and 
voices as a part of North Park Covenant Church. 
	 On	the	neighbors’	good	side,	we	have	been	blessed	to	see	gather, our Wednesday night 
community	meal,	 and	Open	Gym,	 our	 neighborhood	 student	 outreach	 program,	 add	
a new arts component as members Kristen Hunter and Lauren Taylor have gathered a 
team	and	launched	Open	Studio.	Each	Wednesday	night,	while	students	are	playing	in	
the gym, students gather in the youth room to create beauty in a multitude of media. 
Also, we are well into our website redesign process with the goal of refreshing our visual  
identity and rebuilding our website so we can continue to effectively share our story and 
extend an invitation to those not yet a part of our worshiping community. We are well on 
track to have a fully redesigned website rolled out and rocking in 2020. 
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 We are sustained on this journey pursuing God’s glory and neighbors’ good by the 
leaders who take on the task of encouraging and resourcing our community of faith. We 
are excited that 2019 is the year we welcomed Cody Taylor as our youth pastor. He is 
thoughtful, relational, fully committed to following Jesus, and he and his wife Lauren 
are a gift to our church. We have also grown this year in being more intentional in train-
ing and onboarding lay leaders leaders in the church. We still have much work to do so 
that we are all well equipped to work together for the kingdom, but we are prioritizing  
preparing leaders to help us continue moving forward together. 

Meaningful Worship
One	of	the	markers	of	our	life	together	as	a	community	is	that	we	are	people	who	gather	 
to worship God. In moments of high celebration and in moments of deep grief, in  
moments grounded in tradition and in moments marked by newness and innovation, 

in moments that highlight our story as a church and 
in moments that revel in our participation in the 
worldwide kingdom of God, we offer all that we are 
to glorify the Triune God—Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sustainer. 
    This year’s Thanksgiving Eve service was a partic-
ularly memorable worship gathering. Each year we 
gather on the night before Thanksgiving for a time of 

worship that is uniquely focused on gratitude. Rather than preach a sermon, we open the 
service for an unscripted offering of thanks by all who gather. Those who gathered shared an  
outpouring of thanks for the ways God has been at work in their lives that was beautiful,  
authentic, and inspiring. Each time we gather for worship, we come not just to receive but 
with a gift to share, and that was beautifully experienced at this year’s Thanksgiving Eve  
worship service. 

Growing, Learning, and Reaching Beyond Ourselves
In addition to the rhythms of worship, we have also committed ourselves to the rhythms 
of discipleship. To follow Jesus well is to continually lean into learning what is true and 
put into practice what we are coming to know. Sunday School for all ages, Bible studies, 
youth	groups,	 confirmation,	 and	Come	 to	 the	Table	Communion	 classes	have	 created	
some of the places where we have learned together about Jesus and the life he invites us 
into. Wednesdays crammed full of gatherings for dinner, sports, and art, Vacation Bible 
School, and Little Town of Bethlehem are some of the places where we have put into 
practice invitation, hospitality, and care as a community of faith. And through it all, we 
are learning from the Holy Spirit and from one another how to live together as faithful 
followers of Jesus. 
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A Fair Share of Grief
We would be remiss if we did not mention the grief that 2019 brought to our church  
family. We lost many dear sisters and brothers in Christ; people with whom we have 
journeyed, people we love, people who have helped to shape us as Christ followers. 
Each	of	these	dear	people	finished	the	race	in	2019	and	rest	now	in	the	presence	of	Jesus:	 
Marlene Moeller, Carole Johnson, Joanne Soderstrom, Zerda Boland, Betty Holmgren, 
Betty	Nelson,	Marilyn	Nelson,	and	Richard	(Dick)	Johnson.	Our	grief	is	deep	and	real,	
but our hope in the resurrection is grounded in the promises of Jesus. Peace be to the 
memory of each of these saints.
 We also experienced great thankfulness and sadness as we said farewell this year to 
our former youth pastor, Blake Thomas, and his wife, Gwyn. Pastor Blake was a vital 
member of our community for many years serving as youth volunteer, youth intern, and 
ultimately youth pastor. He gave so much of himself as a leader 
and a follower of Christ, and we sent Blake and Gwyn with our 
biggest blessings as they launched out into their next adven-
tures together. Keep them in your prayers as Gwyn settles into 
a	career	in	nonprofit	leadership	and	Blake	finishes	up	seminary,	 
completes his chaplaincy training, and searches for his next 
 ministry call. 
 In addition, some of the decisions made by the ECC at the 
Annual	Meeting	in	Omaha	in	June	produced	their	own	kind	of	grief	for	us	as	a	church	
family. At that meeting, delegates voted for the removal of First Covenant Church,  
Minneapolis, from the roster of Covenant churches and to remove the ministry credentials 
of two long-time Covenant pastors. Both of these decisions were made in light of current 
denominational policy regarding LGBTQ inclusion. In an effort to help people process 
this complex experience and support one another, we have prioritized listening with one 
another through congregational meetings, small-group conversations, brown bag lunch-
es, and a visit from Central Conference Superintendent Danny Martinez to gather with 
us and help us process. Further, at the request of some, the executive council developed 
and the church approved an alternate way to give to the church that allows givers to self-
determine how their individual giving is distributed to the denomination. There is more 
work	to	do	and	conversation	to	be	hard	regarding	the	ways	in	which	we	give	financially	
to	the	denomination.	We	will	continue	to	seek	a	more	permanent	and	unified	solution	as	
we move forward faithfully, together, as a Covenant Church. 

Gratitude for our Staff and Lay Leadership
We really couldn’t ask for a better staff team to work with. Each of them is deeply gifted,  
graciously committed, and we are so very grateful for who they are and what they bring 
to this place. We know that not every staff group can laugh and joke and enjoy one  
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another as much as we do, and that is a gift!
 Additionally, we are very grateful for the board leadership and executive leadership 
that are committed to the work and mission of the church. They will each have their own 
reports,	but	we	want	to	say	THANK	YOU!	Thank	you	for	leading	meetings,	organizing	
events, and shaping and molding the ways in which NPCC is participating in Christ’s 
mission in the world.
Looking to the Future
As we look into the year ahead, we have a strong sense that there is so much for us to 
do as we move forward together—the website rebuild, church giving decisions, leader-
ship and governance structure, a better way to welcome and incorporate people into our 
church community. 
 But the strongest awareness we have as pastors and participants in North Park  
Covenant Church is that our way forward is one of growing together as a community of 
faith.	There	are	so	many	forces	that	work	on	us	to	weaken	our	bond.	Our	best	future	is	
one	we	define	and	create	together.	So	as	we	go	into	2020,	may	we	do	so	as	a	people	whose	
first	instinct	is	to	talk	to	one	another,	ask	questions,	listen	deeply,	and	share	our	truest	
stories and our deepest hopes. May we move forward together in growing love and unity 
with Christ as our guide.

For God’s glory and neighbors’ good, 

   Pastor Libby                 Pastor Jeff
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youth PAstor
Cody Taylor

Church Family,

2019	has	been	a	year	full	of	celebrating	and	reflecting	on	the	rich	legacy	of	youth	ministry	
at North Park Covenant Church, while also joyfully trusting God to continue His work 
through this church going into a new decade. Throughout 2019, we remained commit-
ted to the core tenets of our youth ministry program, said farewell to faithful leaders, 
and welcomed back a familiar face to lead our students. God has been so faithful to this 
church, and in particular our youth ministry, and we have much to celebrate together!

Rooted in Tradition
In	the	first	part	of	2019,	our	students	got	to	embark	on	some	
of their favorite core youth activities of the year—winter  
retreats!	 Our	 high-school	 students	 attended	 One	 Life	 at	
Covenant Point Bible Camp. This four-day winter retreat  
included daily chapel sessions where the students came to 
worship and be empowered through the teaching of God’s 
Word. They also spent time playing games and enjoying the  
outdoors with snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, and the 
ever-popular Broomball tournament. This year, our students  
were able to overcome all odds and were crowned the  
champions	of	Broomball	for	the	first	time	in	many	years!	
	 Our	middle-school	students	attended	Winter	Camp	at	Covenant	Harbor	Bible	Camp.	
This short yet full weekend included many activities such as a polar plunge, carpetball, 
dodgeball, crafts, and karaoke. The students were also challenged in different chapel 
sessions where they learned about their journey through life as followers of Christ and 
what it means to live that out every day. The students were charged with seeing the  
journey ahead as an expedition full of many challenging yet rewarding obstacles they 
will have to overcome. 
	 Overall,	 our	 students	 enjoyed	 getting	 away	 from	 the	 hustle	 of	 everyday	 life	 and	 
connecting with God and each other in an intentional, Christ-centered environment. 
We were fortunate to bring more than 50 students to winter retreats over the course of 
the two events. These events wouldn’t be possible without the generous support of the 
church and the many fundraisers we hold, including Christmas Greens sales, the Pancake 
Breakfast, and the offering of Christmas Greetings. Due to the generosity of the church, 
we were able to offer nearly $1,500 in scholarships to help students attend winter retreats. 
Thank you! 
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	 Other	fun	events	our	students	got	to	partake	in	through	the	first	part	of	the	year	in-
cluded hosting a Nerf battle in partnership with Covenant Youth Collision, our annual 
“7-11” lock-in with the middle-school students, and the infamous gutter night, where  
students eat an ice cream sundae out of a (clean!) piece of gutter, enjoying their time  
together before summer events unfold. The students enjoyed many fun activities through 
the long Chicago winter, as well as built strong relationships with each other and with 
God in our weekly youth groups. 

Celebrating Our Legacy
In May, we got to celebrate the 
faithful ministry of Blake Thomas  
(pictured below with some of our 
students), who had served as our 
youth pastor since 2015. Blake  
resigned following the end of the 
school	year	to	focus	on	finishing	his	
Master of Divinity degree at Garrett 
Evangelical Theological Seminary. 
Blake had given a ton of energy to 
our students, and we were sad to 
see him go. But we were also grate-
ful for all he did to faithfully lead our students and witness to them what it looks like 
to live out God’s calling in our life. We celebrated Blake’s ministry and sent him out to 
further follow the call that God has on his life.

   We also celebrated the ministry of our two youth ministry interns 
who served our students as well, Kayla Feil (at left) and me. Kayla 
finished	her	second	year	as	a	youth	ministry	intern	in	May,	and	we	
celebrated her faithfulness in giving much of her time to our stu-
dents at NPCC over those two years. Kayla graduated from North 
Park University and was sent out to continue to grow into her call-
ing as a Youth and Young Adult Pastor at Faith Lutheran Church 
in	Glen	Ellyn.	I	finished	my	first	year	as	a	youth	ministry	intern	in	
May, and the church graciously celebrated the work I did to further 
youth ministry as well. Together, we celebrated the ability we had to 
invest in opportunities for young leaders to develop and grow into 
their callings through our internship program at NPCC.

 Following Blake’s resignation, a search committee was formed, and North Park  
Covenant	 Church	 set	 out	 to	 find	 the	 next	 youth	 pastor	 to	 lead	 our	 youth	 ministry	 
program. The committee worked hard to sort through numerous applications and inter-
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views	to	find	the	right	person	who	would	continue	to	faithfully	lead	our	youth	ministry.	
After a thorough process, the search committee decided to call me to be the next youth 
pastor at NPCC. I was a familiar face for our students, having served as a youth ministry 
intern, as well as a volunteer for the last couple of years. 

Growing Together for the Future
I was installed as youth pastor this past August and took over a strong and well thought 
out youth ministry program. The students were glad to welcome back a familiar face who 
ensured them a sense of continuity.

 We got to kick off an exciting new 
time for our youth ministry by 
spending a day at Haunted Trails 
in Joliet, Illinois, for an end-of- 
summer event full of go-kart  
racing, mini golf, arcade games, 
and laser tag. This event gave me a 
chance to connect with the students 
and get a jumpstart on a new and 
exciting year.
	 Over	 the	 course	 of	 the	 fall,	 our	 
students navigated a series called 
The Black Letters of Jesus. Through-
out this series, students followed  
Jesus’ actions in the Gospels to track 

what he was up to, how he interacted with those around him, and learned what it meant 
to be faithful followers of him. This series focused on what it means to live out the call to 
be disciples of Jesus in our everyday life, just as Jesus ministered 
to those around him in everyday situations. 
	 Our	newest	addition	to	the	youth	ministry	program	was	the	
expansion	 of	Wednesday	 night	 programming	 to	 include	Open	
Studio,	 coinciding	with	Open	Gym.	Each	Wednesday,	we	open	
the church to neighborhood students and families to spend time 
with	us.	They	are	now	given	the	opportunity	to	partake	in	Open	
Studio, which includes weekly art projects and lessons that  
allowed our students to utilize their artistic abilities and  
explore new ways to give their talents back to God. This program  
allowed us to broaden outreach to the neighborhood students 
and gave us another outlet to get students connected to our youth 
ministry. 
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	 Other	 highlights	 of	 the	 fall	 for	 students	 included	 an	 extended	 break	 from	 school	 
during the Chicago Public Schools’ teacher strike. The students were out of school for 
11 days, but it gave them a unique opportunity to partake in some spontaneous youth 

events. I enjoyed getting lunch with students during this 
time, as well as taking them to the movies with my wife,  
Lauren.	 One	 of	 my	 key	 focuses	 during	 my	 first	 year	 with	
NPCC	is	to	find	ways	to	connect	with	the	students	outside	of	
the church walls. This included many different events through-
out the fall that gave the students time to have fun and build  
relationships with one another. Together, the students and I 
ate many meals, drank lots of coffee, watched scary movies, 
played games, and even went ice skating! 
 As we close out 2019 and joyfully look forward to a new 
decade to come in 2020, we have much to be thankful  
for at North Park Covenant Church. God has been so 
faithful to our youth ministry and we trust that He will  
continue to bless us with many students that come through 
our doors so that we can minister to them and point them into 
a relationship with Jesus Christ. This year we celebrate all that 
God has done through us over the years, while also trust in 
Him for much work that He will do through us in the years to 
come! 
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Children's Ministry
Libby Piotrowski

Dear Church Family and Friends,

Thank you, once again, for another year of support and prayer for the children of this 
church and for the children’s ministries of North Park Covenant Church. Studies show 
that if a child has at least one person at church, other than his or her parents, who knows 
their name and a little something about them, they are far more likely to remain a faithful 
churchgoer as they get older. Thank you for your part in loving our kids! 

Below is a brief summary of Children’s Ministry in the 2019 year. 

Vacation Bible School 2019
 • VBS was June 24-28 this year, from 9-12 each day. There was an extended-day option 
  both Wednesday and Friday.
 • We spent the week with Paul on his mission.  
 • We had 75 children in attendance, drawing from the neighborhood and other area 
  churches, with more than 30 volunteer staff.
	 •	Our	offering	money	this	year	went	to	help	children	in	four	different	countries	
	 	 around	the	world:	Sudan,	India,	Colombia,	and	Congo,	to	be	able	to	go	to	school.	
  We raised more than $550 to send to these kids through Covenant World Relief.
	 •	Coming	in	2020,	specific	dates	
	 	 to	be	determined:			

Sunday School
 • We currently have 32 kids on our 
  roster, and average attendance is 18 
  kids each week!
 • Preschool through 4th-grade children 
  continue to enjoy a rotation (VBS-like) 
  curricular model.
 • We continue to enjoy regular Sunday 
  morning breakfast meetings with 
  teachers.
	 •	5th	and	6th	grade	continue	in	their	own	classes	(preparation	for	Confirmation).	This	
  class was taught by Pamela and Gregor Thuswaldner in 2019.
 • Many thanks to Brian Ward for leading us in music together each Sunday morning.
	 •	An	enormous	thank	you	to	all	of	the	Sunday	School	teachers:	Joline	Paska,	Barb	
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  Goode, Lauren Taylor, Maja Applequist, Ella Reese-Clauson, Fran Fostey, Scott 
  Applequist, Lisa Ziems, and Pamela and Gregor Thuswaldner!
	 •	Thank	you	to	the	kids	for	a	wonderfully	meaningful	Children’s	Sunday	on	October	
	 	 20,	2019.	The	following	3rd-grade	children	received	Bibles	during	that	service:	
    Samantha Ciccone 
    Finn Hunter 
    Tegegn Piotrowski
    Erik Ward
	 •	On	Mother’s	Day,	we	celebrated	by	giving	Bibles	to	our	kindergartners	and	parting	
  gifts to our 6th graders!

Additional Highlights
	 •	Our	camping	programs	remain	strong	(both	summer	and	winter	camps).	Children	
  from our church continue to receive a care package from the church while they are 
  away at camp during the summer. The campers seem to really enjoy knowing 
  we’re thinking of and praying for them.
 • In February, Alyssa Anderson  
  took three of our girls to 
  Covenant Harbor Bible Camp 
  for WinterFest. Many thanks to 
  Alyssa for her willingness to 
  chaperone. I was told it was a 
  really great weekend!
 • Sunday School sleepovers—
  complete with pancakes in the 
  morning—are pretty popular 
	 	 around	here!	Our	sleepover	
  in 2019 was January 18-19. 
  Movies, pizza, games, and 
  devotions…and a little sleep!
 • Thank you to Sue Anderson 
	 	 and	Marti	Hindaileh	who	took	over	the	childcare	staffing	responsibility!	This	was	a	
  huge burden lifted from me and I am so very grateful for the energy and commit-
  ment they have shown to making sure our little ones are cared for each Sunday 
  morning during worship. 

Submitted with Gratitude and Thanksgiving.
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BoArd of ChristiAn FormAtion
Sue Anderson and Carol Schlensker • Co-chairs

The CF Board adopted a new mission statement in August 2019 as they kicked off their 
new	board.	“The	CF	Board	is	the	MOST	FUN	board	that	everyone	wants	to	join	because	
we are the body of Christ doing God’s work while creating opportunities for people to 
connect, learn, grow, share, and serve.” 

Sunday School 
North Park Covenant Church proudly hosts Sunday School for all. 

 • Children in preschool through 4th grade are invited to come and be a part of a 
  rotational, VBS-style curriculum. Headed up by Pastor Libby and a group of 
  volunteers, this class includes everything from puppets and role playing to 
  cooking, painting, and games. 
 • NPCC presented four third graders with Bibles this past fall. And, in the spring, 
	 	 five	kindergarten	children	were	presented	with	their	first	Bibles.	
 • Children in 5th and 6th grade are invited to join in a Bible study-type Sunday 
  morning class. 
	 •	7th	and	8th	graders	attend	Confirmation	class-
  es led by Pastor Jeff.
 • Youth in grades 9 through 12 meet for Sunday 
  school with the Youth Pastor.
	 •	Adult	Sunday	School	meets	at	9:15.	Our	Spring	
	 	 2019	curriculum	addressed	the	topic	of	Confir-
  mation for Adults and complimented it with 
	 	 Diana	Shiflett’s	book,	Spiritual Practices in Com-
  munity.	Our	Fall	2019	curriculum	followed	the	
  seasons of the liturgical calendar. We kicked off the semester with Brian Madvig 
  discussing his book 33 Weeks of Ordinary: Finding the Extra in Ordinary.  

Youth Ministries 
NPCC’s youth ministry continues to reach many young people in the church and the 
surrounding neighborhoods. NPCC recognized 10 seniors and eight 8th-grade graduates 
this spring. Blake Thomas stepped down from his youth pastor position at the end of 
May to focus on studies and a new role as a chaplain. Cody Taylor started in August as 
the new youth pastor. 
 The High-school Youth Group meets on Sunday evenings. The Middle-school Youth 
Group	meets	on	Wednesday	evenings.	Youth	group	trips	for	weekend	getaways,	like	One	
Life at Covenant Point Bible Camp, keep the kids engaged.
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 From 6 to 7 pm on most Wednesdays, NPCC opens up the gym for the neighborhood 
kids.	Known	as	Open	Gym,	it	draws	basketball	players	from	4th	to	12th	grade.	At	the	
same	time,	a	new	program	called	Open	Studio	serves	a	different	group	of	kids	by	provid-
ing art supplies and an art lesson. 

Gather 
Every Wednesday during the school year, a simple but healthy meal is offered at a  
reduced	price.	The	kids	coming	to	Open	Gym	and	Open	Studio	enjoy	a	quick	bite	before	
heading upstairs for more fun. Adults, mostly from the church body, enjoy food and  
fellowship. Afterwards song and Bible study are offered.

Monday Morning Bible Study 
Every Monday, roughly a dozen women meet weekly to study the lectionary for the  
upcoming Sunday. Childcare is provided and the group is intergenerational.

Camping Ministry 
The CF Board helped host the annual Pancake Break-
fast on March 2, a fundraiser for Camping Ministries. 
Every	year,	our	NPCC	students	testify	how	signifi-

cant the camp experience is in their walk with Christ.

Feed My Starving Children 
The CF Board coordinated two trips to help prepare meals for an international group 
called Feed My Starving Children. These events were well received, as it’s an excellent 
intergenerational volunteer opportunity allowing everyone to give back.

Block Party 
The annual block party was held on June 2 following an outdoor church service in 
the South Garden. Hot dogs were provided with side dishes and desserts supplied by  
parishioners. The kids loved the face painting, Libby’s cotton candy machine, and water 
balloon games.

Vacation Bible School 
During the week of June 24, NPCC hosted its annual VBS. This 
year’s	 them	was	Athens:	Paul’s	Dangerous	 Journey	 to	Share	
the Truth. We welcomed approximately 75 children and more 
than 30 volunteers to a week of learning and singing and fun.

Summer Evenings to Walk, Talk, and Pray 
During the summer months, the CF Board encouraged the church to walk, talk, and 
pray. For an hour we exercised, fellowshipped, and prayed over the city as we enjoyed  

18



wonderful summer evenings strolling through the North Park neighborhood. 

College Luncheon 
A	 lunch	welcoming	 back	 our	 university	 students	was	 held	 on	August	 25.	Our	 Board	 
helped serve the meal and supplied the desserts.

Rally Day 
NPCC’s annual rally day was September 8.

Potluck and Game Night 
The	CF	Board	hosted	a	potluck	and	game	night	on	October	5	in	the	church	parlors.	High-
lights included board games, charades, chicken noodle soup, chili, and many cakes and 
casseroles.

Pop-up Parlors 
On	October	 27,	 the	CF	Board	hosted	 the	first	 ever	Pop-up	Parlors.	We	 served	donuts	
and coffee outside near the front steps. Blessed with good weather everyone enjoyed the  
outdoor fellowship on a glorious fall day.

Little Town of Bethlehem 
One	December	8,	the	entire	church	pulled	together	to	trans-
form	our	church	parlors	into	the	workshops	of	Old	Bethle-
hem.	Over	300	people	visited	LTOB	and	were	transported	
back to the time of Christ’s birth. A live nativity in the south 
garden completed the experience.

Child Protection 
The Child Protection Committee has developed and  
continues to implement a child protection policy including 
the screening of those who work with children.

Childcare
The Child Care Committee, headed up by coordinators Sue Anderson and Marti Hindai-
leh, oversee and coordinate volunteers to care for infants and toddlers during Sunday 
morning worship. We offer two rooms, each with two to three volunteers, every week. 
This allows parents a chance to worship without worry.
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BoArd of Trustees
Dave Dawson and Anders Johnson • Co-chairs

The	Board	of	Trustees	is	responsible	for	the	management	of	church	facilities	and	for	finan-
cial oversight of church expenditures and operations.

Church Property Repair or Replacement
	 •	New	windows	were	installed	in	the	youth	room,	co-pastors’	office,	and	large	
  conference room in January.
 • A new back-up sump pump system was installed in the boiler room (May/June 
  2019)
 • New sidewalk—Working with the City of Chicago under a cost-sharing program, 
	 	 the	sidewalks	around	the	church	property	were	replaced	in	October,	giving	us	all	
  a safer and more beautiful walkway.
 • Dishwasher—Using funds from memorial donations, a new commercial dishwasher 
  was purchased and will be installed in early 2020.
 • A new and improved wireless microphone system was purchased in November, 
  allowing our pastors to be heard much more clearly.
	 •	Two-flat	rental	property—The	front	of	the	two-flat	received	tuckpointing	and	related	
  repairs this fall. Plumbing repairs, ceiling repair, front hallway and some exterior 
  painting were also completed on the building during the year.
 • South garden—Playground equipment was repaired and new mulch added to 
  ensure the safety of children using the playground.
 • East wall of sanctuary balcony—Additional exterior repairs were made to the east 
  wall, but continues to be an issue that the Trustees will be addressing in 2020.

In 2019, NPCC members and friends 
demonstrated their ministry commit-
ment through organized work days 
and additional behind-the-scenes  
donations of time and expertise by a 
number of dedicated members who 
contributed many hours to maintain-
ing our facilities. 
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BoArd of DeAcons
Valerie Sanchez Lucco and Tim Johnson • Co-chairs

The Board of Deacons is directed to work with the pastoral staff to care for the spiritual  
life of the church and the community. The board typically works with the following  
matters:	Communion,	Funerals	and	Special	Services,	Congregational	Care,	Guests	and	
New Members, and Prayer.
 The communion team consistently works with the pastors to prepare and serve  
communion during worship services. As you have experienced, we partake communion 
at times by coming to the front of the sanctuary and other times through serving in the 
pews. We continue to be conscious to provide a gluten-free option. We welcome any 
questions or comments regarding that part of your worship.
 We continue to provide time and space for prayer at church. After each Sunday  
worship service, a prayer team is available to pray with and for you in the north room, 
just off the sanctuary. We encourage you to say a prayer for at least one other person at 
church and our church leaders every day. And please be on the lookout for additional 
ways to strengthen your prayer life through activities at North Park in 2020.

	 	 	Delivering	flowers	to	some	of	our	homebound	members	is	a	
blessing during the holiday season. Providing hospitality for 
members and friends at the time of funerals and memorial services 
is	an	important	task.	This	was	certainly	a	year	when	a	significant	 
number of our beloved sisters and brothers have died. We were 
honored to assist in the congregation’s ministry at these times.  
   The Deacons are excited about the addition of people to our 
official	 membership	 at	 North	 Park	 over	 the	 past	 year.	 Those	 
people, and all regular attenders, are part of our congregational 
care	lists.	Each	Deacon	cares	specifically	for	the	people	on	their	

lists. This care takes several forms, including praying for people, sending simple notes, 
and special greetings during worship services and other times during the week. The  
deacons care about you and are very glad you are part of our church. We are grateful 
for all of our Deacon Board members. They are Peter Frisk, Herb Hedstrom, Louise  
Hedstrom,	Peter	Olfelt,	Lisa	Peterson,	Paula	Schuetz,	Joanna	Sjoblom,	Mike	Walker,	and	
Joan Zetterlund.
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BoArd of Community Concern
Andrea Kersten Healy and Laurie Thorpe • Co-chairs

The Board of Community Concern works to help integrate our church into its neighbor-
hood and to stay abreast of neighborhood news, activities, and concerns.

  NPCC has membership in the North River Commission 
and the Hollywood North Park Community Association. We  
receive information from them and try to pass along news about  
upcoming events, projects, and causes in which our church mem-
bers and our body as a whole may want to be involved. We are  
currently waiting to hear which projects may be eligible for 
money from Alderman Nugent’s TIF funds for neighborhood 
improvement, and community individuals will then be asked to 
vote on those.

  We sponsor two volunteer tutor programs. The 
Peterson School tutors meet in the church every 
week, and we have one volunteer who goes to 
Hibbard School every week as well. We can always 
use more tutors, so please let us know if you have 
an interest and some time to 
devote to that!
  This year, the North Park 
Friendship Center will be marking its 50th year of helping our commu-

nity decrease hunger! We are planning a celebration on Sunday, March 1, so stay tuned 
for news of that! We will also be consolidating our two centers into one space, which is 

larger and has a fully functional service kitchen for hot 
meals.
 If you are interested in connecting NPCC to our neigh-
borhood, please join us or let us know of ways that you 
think our church can interact with this community.
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More HAppenings This  year . . .
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COFFEEHOUSE // FebruAry



24

Corned Beef & CAbbAge Lunch // MArch

feed my stArving children // April
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WORLD VISION-COVENANT KIDS CONGO
6K WALK/RUN FOR  WATER // MAy
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CONFIRMATION // MAy

OUTDOOR 
WORSHIP 

& 
BLOCK 
PARTy 

// 
JUNE



VBS // JUNE

80+ BirthdAy CelebrAtion
// october
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pumpkin
cArving

// october //

hot 
cocoA
stAnd
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feed
my

stArving
children

//
november

LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM // DECEMBER
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LITTLE TOWN 
OF BETHLEHEM 

// DECEMBER
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ring ‘n’ sing

// december//

christmAs eve
cAndlelight

service
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The North PArk Friendship Center
3448 West Foster Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 267-8395 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org

Dean	Morris,	Director	of	Pantry	Operations

North PArk Church CooperAtive Preschool
www.nppreschool.com • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org

Jennie Lazik, Director & Lead Teacher
Lyndsey Wellner, Teacher & Assistant Teacher

Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher

Church StAff
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor

lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515

Cody Taylor, Youth Pastor
ctaylor@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Fran Fostey, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org

Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525

Brian	Ward,	Music	Ministry	Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie	O.	Frisk,	Church	Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

North PArk Covenant Church
5250 North Christiana Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org
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