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From the Denomination
November 2018
To All Covenant Congregations
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Grace and peace to you as you gather for your congregational Annual Meeting/Celebration. It
is a joy to greet you on behalf of the entire Evangelical Covenant Church. I am deeply grateful for
our partnership in the whole Gospel. We join as mission friends to proclaim and demonstrate the
good news of Jesus.
As we live into this partnership, I want to call the entire church to a renewed emphasis on the
Holy Spirit. A conscious dependence on the Holy Spirit is one of our six core Covenant Affirmations. My prayer for each church in the Covenant—for your church—is that your reliance on the
Spirit of the living God would continue to grow stronger.
Our mission is to join with God in God’s mission to see more disciples, among more populations,
in a more caring and just world.
Local Covenant congregations, regional Conferences, and the entire Covenant denomination
are seeking to live and serve faithfully in what some term a post-Christian society. We are mindful
of the challenges, but I remain enthusiastic about the great opportunities we have to share the
Gospel in word and deed. More than 875 Covenant congregations in Canada and the United States
are serving locally and partnering together to impact over 2.5 million lives, in over 40 countries,
on five continents. Our kingdom impact is only possible through the presence and power of the
Holy Spirit working in and among us.
As you gather to celebrate this past year of ministry and plan for the year ahead, remember that
you are partners in ministry with many other Covenanters. Most importantly, know that the Holy
Spirit will continue to comfort, strengthen, unify, and instruct you. My prayer is that the Holy Spirit
continue to lead us deeper in Christ and further in mission.
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit. - Romans 15:13
In Christ’s love,
John S. Wenrich
President, The Evangelical Covenant Church
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From the Conference
January 2019
Happy New Year, Central Conference!
I am extremely grateful for your partnership in 2018 and look forward to a stronger partnership in
2019. We are better together in Jesus Christ!
The Central Conference of the Evangelical Covenant Church (CCECC) is a group of 107
churches in Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, the Upper Peninsula of Michigan, and Missouri. There
are many Spirit-led stories to share with you, and we are excited to do that at our conference
annual meeting, Celebration 2019, at Covenant Harbor Bible Camp and Retreat Center in Lake
Geneva, WI, from April 25-27, 2019. We invite your church to send delegates to this important
gathering.
This year, we are in the process of planting and adopting five new churches. We are in awe
to see what God is doing among our established congregations to partner with these initiatives.
Several local Covenant churches have opened their doors to share their buildings with new church
plants, and we will showcase them at Celebration 2019.
The Central Conference staff has also walked alongside established churches in vitality initiatives, pastoral and staff searches, training needs, crisis intervention, and congregational care. Our
staff is available to do this for all Covenant churches in the Central Conference that request it.
Recently, we welcomed Rev. Jill Lind to our CCECC staff as our director of congregational
care, taking over some responsibilities in church vitality initiatives. Associate Superintendent Peter
Sjoblom is now serving the conference part-time as he prepares for retirement. We are so grateful
for his deep love for Covenant congregations and his amazing work, walking alongside churches,
pastors, and leadership teams.
Now, more than ever, we are also counting on your financial partnership. We cannot do the work
we are called to do without you. Thank you for designating 3.5% of your local church budget to
support our Conference-wide efforts.
I look forward to seeing you in 2019. If I have not visited your congregation yet, I would like
to schedule a time to meet with you this year. Please contact the Central Conference office at (773)
267-3060, or email info@centralconf.org.
May God’s blessings be with you and your church in 2019.
Rev. Danny Martínez
Superintendent of the CCECC
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Statistical Report
Ann-Marie O. Frisk Church Administrator
•

Children Born into the Church Family
Owen Milton Meyer, son of Kristen Engebretson & Jim Meyer, born February 20, 2018
Baptisms and Dedications
Riley Grace Price, daughter of Jessica & Charles Price, dedicated March 18, 2018
Nathaniel Colon, son of Lyn* & Elias* Colon, baptized July 15, 2018
Owen Milton Meyer, son of Kristen Engebretson & Jim Meyer, baptized October 28, 2018
Khalil Zion Morgan, son of Brittney* Smiley & Keenan* Morgan, Baptized November 11, 2018
Ethan Timothy Ciccone, son of Maria & Tim Ciccone, dedicated November 25, 2018
New Members Received on February 4, 2018
Elizabeth Bleakley
Thomas Kelly
Michael Bucci
Thomas Richardson
Confirmed in the Faith on May 20, 2018
Kevin Joseph Hosek
Anders Jakob Olson-Brady

Rosemary Slaughter

Ella Marie Reese-Clauson

Members Lost through Death
M. Jeanette Anderson, June 16, 2018, Northbrook, IL
Helen “Betty” Johnson, July 15, 2018, Batavia, IL
Janet Thornbloom, December 3, 2018, Northbrook, IL
Transfers of Membership
Jill and Vern Wettersten, transferred to The First Church in Oberlin United Church of Christ, Oberlin,
OH, and switched to Associate membership status at NPCC
Krista Palmquist, transferred to Saint Paul’s Wolf ’s Church, York, PA
Drema Widener, transferred to Immanuel Covenant Church, Chicago, IL
Philip Anderson, transferred to First Covenant Church, Minneapolis, MN
Total membership at the end of December 2017 489
Members received in 2018
+5
Members lost through death
-3
Members lost through transfer
-3
Membership statuses switched to Associate membership
-2
Total church membership as of December 31, 2018
486
* non-member
Submitted respectfully.
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Church Chair

Bill Werner

Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen.
He named it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far the Lord has helped us.”
1 Samuel 7:12
At the 2018 Annual Meeting, we talked about a time of rebuilding in the church—both spiritually
and physically. The successful completion of the tower project restoration has been referred to as
our “Ebenezer.” Our witness to the world that the Lord has been helping us.
2018 was a time for hard work and difficult conversations. Members of the Tower Task Force invested many
hours of sweat equity. The Human Sexuality Task Force
sought congregational input in drafting a statement of
inclusion.
Throughout 2018, the congregation has supported
the mission of our pastors, staff, boards, and committees
with generous financial contributions and prayer. Copastors Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter were ordained
at the ECC Annual Meeting, Gather, in Minneapolis.
We had a special lunch to celebrate their achievements.
Blake Thomas and Gwyn Tacchi were married as Blake
continues his seminary studies while also leading our
youth programs. Kayla Feil and Cody Taylor served as
Youth Ministry interns. A full complement of our youth
and counselors attend CHIC this summer.
We sent delegates to both the Central Conference
and ECC annual meetings. Our ministry extends
beyond the church campus with visitation to the Stateville
Correctional Center. In October, the Executive Council
held a half-day retreat, led by Jill Lind, Director of Congregational Care for the Central Conference. The focus of the retreat was church structure and governance, which was later followed by
a Town Hall meeting to get congregational input. NPCC was also represented at a conference in
November on “Financial and Real Estate Training for Church Leaders and Staff ” presented by the
Central Conference and National Covenant Properties.
Finally, on behalf of the Executive Council, I want to thank everyone who has contributed their
time, talent, treasure, and testimony to our life together as a congregation. And a special thanks to
Joline Paska, who graciously extended her term as Treasurer.
For God’s glory and neighbors’ good.
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Co-pastors

Jeff Hunter & Libby Piotrowski

Dear Church,
What a wonderful joy and privilege it is to serve in this place with all of you! We are grateful for
another year of growth and ministry and learning together. As we look back on the last year, we
want to highlight a few things we have worked on as a congregation seeking to follow God’s leading and live into God’s promises. Further, we want to
thank you for your care and prayer and support as we
both were ordained to Word and Sacrament at the ECC
Annual Meeting in Minneapolis, MN, last June.
Meaningful Worship
As the body of Christ, we are called to join together
and worship our triune God—it is this for which we are
created. Our life together as a worshipping community
has been rich in 2018. Our Sunday morning worship
has included incredible moments from the high and holy
days of Easter and Christmas to the intimate family
moments of confirmation, baptism, and prayer. We have
been led in worship by our youth, our members, our
children, our denominational leaders, and our community partners. This year we even worshiped outside for
the first time in recent memory as a part of our summer
Block Party Sunday. The weather was stupendous, and
it was marvelous to use our south garden as the worship
space it was designed to be. Additionally, our worship life has extended outside of our Sunday
morning service in rich ways. In Sunday evening Lenten services, the Blue Christmas communion
service, and wonderfully worshipful weddings and memorial services, God continues to be praised
and glorified in this place in myriad ways.
The Completion of the Tower
It was April 2017 when we first sat down with Rob Hall of National Covenant Properties to begin
formally discussing a tower rebuild. The original tower, built in 1929 and 1930, was in desperate
need of repair. The upper portion of the tower was strapped together, quite literally, and there
was a slight list to the whole thing. The Trustees got to work and formed a Tower Committee, bids
were collected, and the congregation discussed, made further financial commitments, and voted to
move forward. Work on the tower began in April 2018 and, together, we celebrated the dedication
of a beautifully rebuilt tower on October 28, 2018. The church tower stands as an Ebenezer to the
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church community and the community at large; a testament to the faithfulness of God throughout
all generations.
Generosity in Giving and a Fresh Look at Finances
To you, the congregation, we say, “Thank you.” At the time of this writing, we are not quite sure
of the exact numbers for 2018, but we do know that we ended the year in the black. Thank you
for your generosity. From an organizational perspective, the two of us have been learning how to
lead the church into continued financial health, and we have seen many positive developments. In
September 2018, we hired Fran Fostey, a long-time church member, to be our new bookkeeper,
and she has fully committed herself to the hard work of mastering our financial system. We have
successfully transitioned Joline Paska to a season of rest from the financial work she has done for
the church for the last 13 years. We have celebrated her, thanked her, and developed a treasurer
team to carry us to the next election cycle in the spring of 2019. That team—made up of Bill
Werner, church chair; Susan Dawson, church vice-chair; and Andy Johnson, Trustee chair—have
been serving faithfully these last few months and continually show their remarkable commitment
to this church and willingness to go the extra mile. Our church’s mission to live for God’s glory and
neighbors’ good becomes reality when we share our resources of time, talent, and treasure, and it
is a blessing to serve a church who is so generous.
Reaching Beyond Ourselves
We have also seen fruit as the church continues to live beyond its walls and engage our community
as a living testimony to the kingdom of God. We continued ministry that has been fruitful over
time sustaining the Tutoring ministry, the Open Gym ministry on Wednesday nights, and our partnerships with community organizations such as the beloved Friendship Center. We also engaged
in training and learning as a church that will benefit the way we can care for, love, and welcome
each other. Two notable moments were the CPR/AED bystander trainings in partnership with
Swedish Covenant Hospital and the adult formation class led by Dick Lucco working through the
book White Awake. We also hosted a worship service sponsored by North Park University students
in which Judy Howard Peterson was able to preach the gospel to students during the difficult
season of discernment that eventually ended her ministry as campus pastor at NPU. We intend to
continue embracing our call to be a church dedicated to the flourishing of our neighborhood.
Significant Times of Christian Formation
As a church, we are dedicated to the ongoing formation of all of God’s people. 2018 brought
many gifts in the way of formation, from Sunday School for those in preschool through 6th grade
to Confirmation studies for our 7th and 8th graders, and high school formational opportunities, as
well. Many thanks to those teachers and leaders for sharing your time and talent and expertise in
the formation of our young people.
Additionally, our youth group programs, both for middle-school and high-school students, have
been strong and growing areas of ministry in 2018. And, finally, we give thanks to all of those who
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taught and led the adult formation options throughout the year, both on Sunday mornings and
Wednesday evenings.
We are so excited and grateful for the faithful and committed work of our lay leadership. Rather
than reiterating the good work they are doing, we want to simply mention:
The Board of Community Concern is back up and running and doing important kingdom
work in the neighborhood.
The Deacons have had a full year of congregational care among us all. They are doing tremendous work.
The Trustees have been hard at work all year on much of the deferred maintenance of the
building, as well as helping us stay on top of the financial pieces of our life together.
The work of the Christian Formation Board remains steady and strong. In addition to the many
programmatic pieces they carry, they have also been hard at work in refreshing the Child Protection Committee to take a look at our policy and the safety measures we implement here at church.
The Executive Council, under the leadership of Bill Werner and Susan Dawson, have done
really good work and gracefully led us through hard conversations and complicated decisions.
Many, many heartfelt thanks to Bill for staying on as church chair for an extra year.
We are so very thankful for the many committees—small and large—who do the work of the
church on a week-to-week basis.
Looking to the Future
We know there is all kinds of work to do in the year ahead; our mission won’t be completed
until Jesus returns. Continuing to grow our communication as a church, raising up and equipping
leaders, and working to streamline our behind-the-scenes operations are all on our radar. One
particular goal we want to mention in closing is that we will continue working through a review
of our church governance. This conversation will be an interesting one and will invite us to ask
big questions: Where is our church culture healthy and where it is not? Does our current structure
enable us to do kingdom work in effective ways? How might we adjust our structure so we can
prioritize ministry over meetings? We relish the chance to work through these questions together
as the body of Christ.
As we look toward the year ahead of us as a church the opportunities are encouraging, the
challenges are invigorating, and we move forward in hopeful anticipation of what God has in store.
For God’s glory and neighbors’ good.
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Our Affirmation of Inclusion and Our Life Together
Recognizing that, as a church community, we have LGBTQ people in our neighborhood and,
most likely, within our congregation and that the questions we struggle to make sense of are not
theoretical, but real and current, NPCC began a conversation on what it might mean to offer a
Gospel welcome to our LGBTQ sisters and brothers. The process began in the late Spring of 2016
with the formation of a Human Sexuality Task Force, included a church-wide anonymous survey,
conversation on the ECC’s position and relevant Bible passages, as well as numerous gatherings in
which the congregation did really hard, uncomfortable, but good work together discerning what it
means to offer a Gospel welcome to our LGBTQ friends. And, in the Spring of 2018, the process
culminated with a vote by the congregation to accept the following Affirmation of Inclusion and
Our Life Together.
There is more work for us to do, to be sure. There are more questions to ask and more conversations to be had. Those things will come in time. For now, we are living with the affirmation and
seeking the Spirit’s leading as we move forward with Kingdom work.
The affirmation is as follows:
Statement of Welcome
We welcome and invite all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ and to fully
participate in the life and ministry of our church as worshippers, members, leaders, and lay staff.
We celebrate the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those differences
be race, ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, or socioeconomic
class. We are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ.
North Park Covenant Church Statement on Inclusion and Our Life Together
We welcome and invite all people to begin or deepen their relationship with Christ and to fully
participate in the life and ministry of our church.
A Created and Called People
We believe that all people are created with the essential dignity and intrinsic value that comes from
being made in the image of God (Genesis 1). This fundamental identity calls us as individuals and
church communities to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbor as
our self (Luke 10:27). We recognize that sin, both individual and social, has distorted our relationships with God, self, and others (Romans 3). Though broken in these relationships, we believe that,
by grace through faith, nothing can ultimately separate us from the love of God (Romans 8:38–39).
Because we have been so reconciled in Christ, God has called us to the ministry of reconciliation
with each other (2 Corinthians 5:16–21). We love because God first loved us (1 John 4:19).
Our Covenant Identity
“The Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC) is a communion of congregations gathered by God,
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united in Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit to obey the great commandment and the great
commission.”1 As a member congregation of the ECC, our founding identity is to be a friend of all
who fear God (Psalm 119:63). Our vitality stems from our new life in Christ, which foremost calls
us to live for God’s glory and neighbors’ good. Our authority is the living word of Scripture, which
we confess as the only perfect rule for faith, doctrine, and conduct.2
Recognizing that faithful people can and will come to different interpretations of Scripture, we
commit to fellowship with one another, as together we seek God and participate in God’s mission.
Our church’s core mission is guided by a faith active in love—knowing “the two cannot be separated without diminishing the gospel.”3 As Christ’s representative in the world, the church is to be
an agent of grace, entrusted with the message of reconciliation, hope, justice, and peace. We strive
to model Christ both in how we agree and disagree with one another; our unity does not require
uniformity. These values have guided the ECC since its founding in 1885.
Our Lament
We confess that our church has not fully lived into its call to be the body of Christ. This confession
is more than a generic admission of sin; it recognizes and admits that at times we have neglected
marginalized friends and members. Too often we have chosen to remain in the quiet comfort of the
familiar rather than be challenged by the diverse witnesses Christ brings to our church (Matthew
25:14–46). We confess that our silence has hurt individuals, driven some away, and prevented us
from being a truly welcoming community. We repent and seek forgiveness for what we have done
and for what we have left undone.
On Human Sexuality and the Life of Our Church
As a congregation, North Park Covenant Church (NPCC) has met to discuss, pray, and discern
questions of human sexuality and what it means to love our neighbor. We have considered scriptural, theological, and ecclesial interpretations of these matters, consulted resources from the ECC,
and listened to personal experiences.4 We acknowledge that lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and
queer/questioning (LGBTQ) persons have been a part of our church community throughout our
congregation’s many years, and it may not have been a safe space for LGBTQ people to come out.
In light of this, it is important that we make clear our welcome to LGBTQ persons and families.
We invite all persons—regardless of gender identity, marital status, or sexual orientation—to
receive baptism, communion, and pastoral care and to fully participate in our life together as
worshippers, members, leaders, and lay staff.
We recognize the complexity of journeying together in a theologically diverse congregation
and denomination. Our credentialed Covenant pastors are not able to officiate or host same-sex
weddings. We are likewise restricted from calling LGBTQ pastors to lead our church unless they
are committed to living by the ECC’s discerned position on human sexuality, which is faithfulness
in heterosexual marriage and celibacy in singleness.5 We realize that not all our members will come
to the same conclusion about the Bible’s teaching on same-sex relationships and gender identity,
12

and that people’s convictions may change over time. In this context, nevertheless, we will support
and trust each other, including our LGBTQ members, to discern God’s guidance in our lives.
Our Mutual Commitments
Church membership brings individuals and the body of Christ into mutual commitment.
“Membership does not purport to be spiritual maturity, but rather the indication of having given
oneself unreservedly to Christ while recognizing the importance of community for that journey
going forward.”6 “Membership in the church shall be granted on application to those who through
faith in God’s son, our Lord Jesus Christ, have been born anew to a living hope, have been baptized
according to the Holy Scriptures, desire to live a Christian life, and promise to support the overall
ministry of the church and to share in its worship, fellowship, and service.”7
Through grace, all are equally capable of a personal relationship with God, and we welcome
the gifts and presence of diverse Christians among us—whether those be differences of race,
ethnicity, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, ability, or socioeconomic class. We
are blessed by our diversity and are unified in Christ. As a body we are committed to listen to and
learn from all within our community so that together we may better dwell in Christ’s love and live
into our calling to be the church. We exhort every believer to submit humbly to the conviction and
guidance of the Holy Spirit in all areas of their life.
While the work of reconciliation can be fraught with risk and fear, our sentiment is not to fight
a culture war but to seek Christ and to love people. In this spirit, we commit to advocate for those
who are marginalized and to not be a barrier to those seeking access to the church and God’s love,
grace, and forgiveness. We pray that Christ’s love will dwell deeply within us all, and that we will
continue to share that love with one another.
Conclusion
Our welcome arises from the presence of Christ in our lives, the witness of the Holy Scriptures,
and our character as a congregation in the North Park neighborhood and the ECC. It neither
seeks to settle any theological debate nor argue for a particular interpretation of specific Scriptures.
Rather, it welcomes into our common life all who seek Christ and fellowship with his people.
Constitution of North Park Covenant Church, Preamble; Evangelical Covenant Church Constitution and
Bylaws, Preamble.
2
Evangelical Covenant Church Constitution and Bylaws, “Confession,” Article II, Section 2.1.
3
Covenant Affirmations, “Whole Mission of the Church” (2005), 12.
4
For more information on this process and for additional resources, see www.npcovenant.org/hstf-resources/
5
Evangelical Covenant Church, “Guidelines for Covenant Pastors and Congregations Regarding Human
Sexuality,” 2015, available at http://www.covchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2015/10/Guidelines-forCovenant-Pastors-and-Congregations-Regarding-Human-Sexuality.pdf.
6
Evangelical Covenant Church, “Guidelines for Covenant Pastors and Congregations Regarding Human Sexuality.”
7
North Park Covenant Church Constitution, Article V.
1
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Youth Pastor

Blake Thomas

Dear Church Family,
It has been an exciting year for the NPCC Youth Ministry programs. Reflecting on everything from
youth group nights to camping trips, 2018 has been a year of commitment to core identity pieces
that make up the uniqueness of our youth ministries.
Commitment to CHIC
This year was a CHIC (Covenant High In Christ) year, which is our denominations triennial highschool youth conference in Knoxville, TN. Twenty-one students committed to attending CHIC,
which took place over the week of July 15. CHIC would not have been possible without the
generous support of our church family.
Together we raised $13,000 from fundraisers like Loose Change for CHIC, the
CHIC Auction, and Christmas greens
sales. Our students and families were
deeply grateful for the generous support
of this church family.
While at CHIC, we went whitewater rafting, played in Ultimate Frisbee
competitions, and cooled off in the
pool. We heard from ECC partners Serve Globally about the issues
facing immigrants in America and other
countries. We listened to speakers Eugene Cho, Megan Fate Marshman, and Albert Tate tell us
about the desire to be united in following Jesus Christ. We were led in worship by For King and
Country and Kari Jobe with over 5,000 people in one space. Needless to say, CHIC was one
remarkable and transforming week.
When we returned from CHIC, our church participated in a six-week sermon series emphasizing the importance of unity (Ephesians 4:4-6) and our call to be one body of Christ. Our students
continue to reflect on the memories and impact that CHIC had on them.
Thank you for your prayers for and support of CHIC this past year!
Commitment to the Neighborhood
Over the past few years, NPCC Youth Ministries has been committed to
reaching out to the youth in our surrounding neighborhood. One way we
have done this is through our open-gym basketball program on Wednesday nights. Each Wednesday, students have had the chance to hang out
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in our church gym and enjoy dinner at gather in the church parlors. Leaders have loved getting the
chance to invest in students who normally would not know about our pre-existing youth ministry
programming.
This summer we introduced Summer Wednesdays, a hot-dog dinner each Wednesday night
in June and July. We hosted events such as basketball games, shaving cream fights, and outdoor
movies. It was a great chance to reconnect with students over the summer break.
Commitment to Retreats and Camping
Our church community has a long history of investing in our Central Conference camps,
Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point Bible Camp. In January, our middle-school students
attended Winter Camp at Covenant Harbor. It was filled with sledding, carpetball, and worship
with over 200 middle schoolers. In February, our high-school students attended One Life at
Covenant Point (below). It was a packed weekend with skiing, snow hiking, and enjoying time
in solitude. Retreats provide great opportunities for students to reconnect with God outside of a
church setting and be apart of their larger youth group community.
Additionally, our church hosted the annual Camping Pancake Breakfast in March to provide
financial assistance to families and students in need who register for summer camp. Over 25
students from NPCC attended summer camp in summer 2018. Thank you for your generous
support and for partnering with us in this great ministry to students!

Commitment to Leaders and Interns
A commitment we were able to continue this year was the investment of our youth ministry interns,
Kayla Feil and Cody Taylor. Both have gained hands-on experience and discipleship practice that
allow them to serve well at this church and prepare them for future ministry settings. Additionally,
our yearly programming would not be possible without the wonderful leaders who invest their time
15

and care into these students. The following leaders have served so well in 2018: Alyssa Anderson,
Scott Applequist, Tim Dalton, Cara Edstrom, Tim Johnson, Aaron Klinefelter, Hayley Larson,
Emma Manning, Olivia Mott, Maggie Norland, Charles Price, Christian Schuetz, Lauren Taylor,
and Gwyn Thomas. Our students have been deeply impacted by their love and service this past year.
We could fill up page after page with other pictures and memories of everything we have
enjoyed this past year. Through it all, it is clear that God has been working through the students
who walk in our doors each week. Please continue to pray for NPCC Youth Ministries as we make
more commitments for 2019!
“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all,
who is above all and through all and in all.”
Ephesians 4:4-6
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Libby Piotrowski

Children's Ministry

Dear Church Family and Friends,
Thank you for your support of Children’s Ministry at North Park Covenant Church. Your part
in welcoming, teaching, engaging, loving, and listening to our young people is of utmost importance to their sense of value and belonging at NPCC. Thank you for all of the ways in which you
share with them the love of Jesus!
Below is a brief summary of Children’s Ministry in the 2018 year.
Vacation Bible School 2018
• VBS in 2018 was held in the evenings, with a light supper served before each night’s activities.
		 Because of the Chicago Public School schedule (and the need for me to be at the ECC
		 Annual Meeting in Minneapolis), we ran VBS simultaneously with the last week of school,
		 which was less than ideal.
• We had 55 children in attendance, drawing from the neighborhood and other area churches,
		 with more than 25 volunteer staff.
• Coming June 24-28, 2019, from 9-12 each day (with extended day options on Wednesday and
		Friday):

Sunday School
• With more than 40 kids on the roster, average attendance this last fall has only been about 20
		 kids each week. However, we have had the joy of welcoming a few new kids into our Sunday
		 School family!
• Preschool through 4th-grade children continue to enjoy a rotation (VBS-like) curricular model.
• We continue to enjoy regular Sunday morning breakfast meetings with teachers.
• 5th and 6th grade continue in their own classes (preparation for Confirmation). This class was
		 taught primarily by Pamela and Gregor Thuswaldner in 2018.
• Many thanks to Brian Ward for leading us in music together each Sunday morning.
17

•
		
		
•
		
		

An enormous thank you to all of the Sunday School teachers: Joline Paska, Barb Goode,
Bobby Becker, Karen Szyjka, Fran Fostey, Scott Applequist, Lauren Taylor, Lisa Ziems, Mark
Schukas, and Pamela and Gregor Thuswaldner!
Thank you to the kids for a wonderfully meaningful Children’s Sunday on October 14, 2018.
The following 3rd grade children received Bibles during that worship service: Sebastian
Fernandez, Jack Foley, Linnea Healy, Ivy Nordlund, Stella Jops, Cameron Tutera

Additional Highlights
• Our camping programs remain strong (both summer and winter camps). Children from our
		 church continue to receive a care package from the church while they are away at camp
		 during the summer. Many thanks to the Applequist family for assembling this year’s packages.
		 The campers seem to really enjoy knowing we’re thinking of and praying for them.
• In February, I took a group of 3rd through 6th graders to Covenant Harbor Bible Camp for
		 WinterFest. We had a fabulous time. It is always wonderful to get out in the fresh air for the
		 weekend and just hang out with the kids. Many thanks to Kristen Hunter for chaperoning
		 with me and to the Nordlund family for the use of their mini-van.
• Sunday School sleepovers—complete with pancakes in the morning—are pretty popular
		 around here! Our sleepover in 2018 was January 19-20. Movies and pizza, games, and
		 devotionals…and a little sleep!
• On Mother’s Day, in honor of both our Kindergarten class and our graduating 6th graders,
		 we distributed Jesus Storybook Bibles to Johanna Frisk, Callan Healy, Bjorn Johnson, Lisi
		 Oleniczak, and Dillan Rizzo; and journals and a book were given to our 6th graders,
		 Sebastian Borras-Ziems, Levi Ferguson, Ayden Hunt, and Max Thuswaldner.
Submitted with
Gratitude and
Thanksgiving.

Vacation Bible
School was a blast!
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Christian Formation

Joey Ekberg and Sue Anderson • Co-chairs

The Board of Christian Formation is honored to support the life and ministry of North Park
Covenant Church as we seek to form young and old alike to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ.
Ministry highlights for 2018 include:
Adult Formation
Adult learners have enjoyed the teachings of Bob Tenglin, Dick Lucco, Ellen Kogstad, Janet Lundblad, Mary Chase-Ziolek, Hauna Ondrey Johnson, and Mike Walker. Occasional Intergenerational Sunday School events led by Pastor Blake have fostered relationships and offered opportunities
for learning together.
Sunday School
We continue to benefit from curriculum and programming designed by Pastor Libby, and the dedication of a faithful group of teachers. Our young ones have learned truths from Scripture and the
events surrounding the liturgical church year.
Youth Ministries
Youth ministry has thrived under the leadership of Blake, NPU intern Kayla Feil, Moody Bible
intern Cody Taylor, and a dedicated group of volunteer youth leaders. Wednesday night basketball
continues to attract a diverse group of church and neighborhood junior- and senior-high students,
who also enjoy our weekly gather supper. Participation in Covenant Youth Collision continues.
Successful fundraising for CHIC allowed 22 students and five leaders to attend this July event. A
total of $12,800 was raised, including $8,000 at the CHIC auction alone.
Camping Ministry
Our congregation continues its strong support for the role Covenant camps plays in the formation
of our youth. Our Camping Breakfast provides financial support for our campers and raises the
visibility of this important ministry. We are grateful to Bill Faude for his continued role as Camp
Booster and pitch man extraordinaire!
Vacation Bible School
“Shipwrecked” welcomed 55 children and many volunteers in June. Due to the constraints of
Annual Meeting and the ordination of Pastors Jeff and Libby, VBS adopted an evening schedule
for this year.
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Board of Trustees

Andy Johnson • Chair
Andrew Clauson • Vice-chair

The Board of Trustees is responsible for management of church facilities and for financial oversight; we are pleased to report progress in both areas. In 2018, the Board of Trustees focused
on policies and procedures, asset replacement or repair, and—deserving its own designated task
force—repair of the bell tower.
Policies and Procedures
• Facility Use—The facility usage policy was updated to streamline approvals and increase
control over building access.
• Financial Procedures—The Finance Procedures document was reviewed and updated.
• Counting Offering—The processes for counting and tabulating contributions, preparing
deposits, and communicating with staff was revisited and updated.
• Audit—The annual audit was completed and submitted in April, finding only minor areas
to address.
Asset Repair or Replacement
• Two-flat Rental Property—The roof was replaced with a warrantied, high-quality roof.
• Windows—Eleven windows have been scheduled for replacement with commercial
windows, the second round of window replacement in the new portion of the building.
• East Wall of Sanctuary Balcony—An aging building envelope allowed moisture into the
		 building, which contributed to damage to the wall including erosion of the plaster. This
		 project will take some time. We are having metal pier caps installed on the tops of the
		 columns as part of the repair. We will then need to wait several months to let the brick dry
		 out before we can repair the plaster.
Tower Repair
• Limestone Replacement
• Structural Reinforcement
• Lighting and Windows
NPCC’s facilities continue to support and inform our ministries, enabling the church to provide
a vital, dynamic ministry in the North Park community. This ministry is made possible by faithful
stewardship from the NPCC family.
In 2018, NPCC members and friends demonstrated their ministry commitment. Through
organized work days and behind-the-scenes donations of time and expertise, many hours were
contributed to maintaining our facilities. Financially, we are pleased to report that giving exceeded
operating expenses. It is gratifying to see God’s faithfulness through the generosity and commitment of the NPCC family.
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Board of Deacons

Sandi Kersten and Valerie Sanchez Lucco • Co-chairs

The Board of Deacons is directed to work with the pastoral staff to care for the spiritual life of the
church and the community. The board has five primary responsibilities, which drive most of the
Board activities: Communion, Funerals and Special Services, Congregational Care, Guests and
New Members, and Prayer Team. Board members assist in setting priorities for each of those areas
at monthly meetings, and contributing as needed to carry out tasks.
The communion team consistently works with the pastors to prepare and serve communion
during worship services. Communion is offered on the first Sunday of each month during the
morning worship service, as well as at other special services. Deacons are responsible for setup,
cleanup, maintaining serving pieces and supplies, and serving. We vary the serving method regularly, inviting worshippers to come forward to receive communion, as well as serving in the pews.
Additionally, we offer a gluten-free option. We are thankful for the many faithful people who assist
us, participating as additional servers, taking care of communion serving pieces and linens, and
providing input and advice on gluten-free services. Our goal is to provide you the opportunity
to worship together through the sacrament of communion, and we welcome any questions or
comments regarding that part of your worship experience.
The prayer team is active in the life of North Park Covenant Church. All members and friends
of NPCC are invited to consider participating in various prayer offerings. Prayer vigils have been
held in 2018 and will be continued in 2019. When prayer vigil dates are announced, you’ll be invited to participate by signing up for a 30-minute time slot on the day of the vigil. Friday morning
prayer team meetings offer prayers of praise and supplication for our church and community. After
each Sunday worship service, our prayer team is available to pray with and for you in the north
room, just off the sanctuary. During worship the prayer team coordinates “Prayer for the Journey” segments, in which individuals share briefly about their own lives, and prayer team members
respond by offering prayer. We also have continued to use the Prayer Tree in our worship services,
inviting worshippers to bring prayers forward during the worship service, to hang on the Prayer
Tree. This adds a visual dimension to the prayer life of our congregation. We were also thankful to
add a Prayer Box during the last year (made by Chuck Olson), the purpose of which is to provide a
place to leave confidential prayer requests for the pastoral staff. We encourage you to participate in
any of these prayer activities and hope they will contribute meaningful prayer experiences to you.
As we’ve done in prior years, we’re using the ECC’s prayer materials to focus our prayer in church
meetings of all kinds (Board meetings, Bible studies, choir, gather, etc.) throughout January and
February, and also inviting members and friends to “cottage prayer meetings” as we try to encourage small prayer meetings in homes.
The Deacon Board has been privileged to assist with memorial service receptions for the
following members: Jeanette Anderson, Betty Johnson, and Janet Thornbloom (in January 2019).
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We’ve also organized two church wedding showers (Klinefelters and Taylors), and the Octogenarian celebration in October. Thank you to all of our church family and friends who have helped
make these occasions possible.
As Deacons, we also have responsibility for interviewing potential member applicants, listening
to applicants’ faith testimonies in order to recommend them for membership. In 2018, we interviewed and recommended the following applicants for membership: Donn and Sally Engebretson,
Peter and Martha Frisk, and Elizabeth Johnson (congregational vote scheduled for January 27,
2019).
Deacons also have responsibility for collecting and overseeing the distribution of the NPCC
Benevolence Fund. This fund is gathered through monthly offerings received each Communion
Sunday, and funds are distributed to needy members of our community by our pastoral staff. In
2018, we distributed a total of $1,620 to 24 persons seeking help in our community (including cash
gifts and Walgreens, Jewel, and McDonald’s gift cards). Thank you for your contributions to this
fund; it provides much-appreciated assistance for our neighbors in need.
For congregational care, we’ve embarked on our “Connections” mission, in which we try to
connect personally with all regularly attending members and friends throughout the year, through
regular cards and notes, in-home meetings, and intentional conversations. We send cards each
month to members and friends who are shut in, struggling with illness, and also to friends of our
congregation who are incarcerated. At Easter and Christmas, we make personal visits to shut-ins,
delivering cards, poinsettias, and Easter plants. Many of you have helped with these efforts. Thank
you!
Feel free to contact any of us with your concerns or ideas so we might better fulfill our responsibilities as Deacons as we all seek to strengthen the life and mission of our church.
Deacon Board Members:
Sandy Edstrom
Herb Hedstrom
Louise Hedstrom
Tim Johnson
Sandi Kersten
Peter Olfelt
Valerie Sanchez Lucco
Paula Schuetz
Joan Zetterlund
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Board of Community Concern

Sally Johnson • Chair

In the first half of 2018 our board was functionally inactive. We’re not proud of that, but it’s the
reality. Our membership was small, and leadership was uneven. We regrouped in the fall and are
now active again. We currently have five members (after one resigned
due to overload): Elizabeth Bleakley, Michael Bucci, Hauna Ondrey
Johnson, Mike Polzin, and Sally Johnson (Chair).
We continue to sponsor two programs for volunteer tutors: one held
at church, serving students of Peterson Elementary School, and the
other done on-site at Hibbard Elementary. We also continue contributing, on behalf of the church, to the work
of several community partners whose work
benefits our neighborhood: the North River
Commission, the Albany Park Community
Center, Hibbard School, and this year also to
the Hollywood-North Park Community
Association. We as a church have a longtime
ministry partnership
with the North Park
Friendship Center, both
financially and in a sense of
shared ministry as the Friendship
Center grew from a small food pantry
in an NPCC pastor’s office.
The Friendship Center is one
of several special interests we’ve been identifying for attention in this
program year. Another is the dramatic production Freedom Summer to be
presented in February. Questions of environmental responsibilities, both
as a church and as individuals, are on that list, and we have a continuing
concern for questions of justice as well as service to our neighbors.
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More Happenings This Year . . .
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WorldVision 6K Walk/Run for Water
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Feed My Starving Children
Tower Work Begins

Confirmation
25

Outdoor Worship

Chicago Dogs Game

Block Party
26

Pet Blessing

Halloween Hot
Cocoa Stand

Ring ‘n’ Sing
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Church Staff
Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515

Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525

Blake Thomas, Youth Pastor
bthomas@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
dgerman@npcovenant.org

Ann-Marie Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Carol Olfelt, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
colfelt@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

The North Park Friendship Center
3448 West Foster Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 267-8395 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Dean Morris, Director of Pantry Operations
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool
www.nppreschool.com • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org
Jennie Lazik, Director & Lead Teacher
Lyndsey Wellner, Teacher & Assistant Teacher
Jenny Glazier, Assistant Teacher

N o r t h Pa r k C ov e n a n t C h u r c h
5250 North Christiana Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60625
npcc@npcovenant.org • (773) 463-0055 • www.npcovenant.org
w w w. facebook.com/npcovena n t • tw i tter. c o m /n pc oven an t

