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From the Denomination

November 2017

Dear Friends in Christ,
As you gather for your congregational meeting, let me say how grateful I am for the partnership we share in this movement we call the Evangelical Covenant Church.
You are one of more than 850 Covenant congregations within our 11 regional conferences in
the United States and Canada. Together, we are impacting millions of lives both here and around
the world in some 40 additional countries. We do it by pursuing five priorities. Together, we start
and strengthen churches, make and deepen disciples, develop leaders, love mercy and do justice,
and serve globally.
Our partnership is designed to be three-strand strong, the intertwining of congregation–
Conference–Covenant. Indeed, 3StrandStrong is an emphasis you can find more about at
covchurch.org, as well as discover more about the impact we make together.
All of this is possible only because of your partnership and God’s faithfulness. As you gather
today to reflect on the many ways God is using your congregation, remember that one of those
ways is through your engagement with this network of Covenant churches.
Finally, a personal word. I will be retiring next summer after 10 years in this office, and 42
years altogether of Covenant ministry. The Covenant is where I came to faith as a high school
student. It is the community that has continually nurtured my own growth as a follower of Christ,
and that of my family. It is the Church whose dedication to God’s mission has been so central to
my own vocation. It is the relational center for so very many of our deepest and most cherished
relationships. Thank you for the honor of serving, and thank you for helping to make the
Covenant the special fellowship that it is. I am confident God will raise up gifted and godly leadership for a faithful and fruitful future for the Covenant. I will do whatever is helpful for a smooth
transition as that time approaches.
Together, may we always seek to go deeper in Christ and further in mission.
In Christ,

Gary Walter
President, the Evangelical Covenant Church
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From the Conference

January 2018

Dear brothers and sisters of the Central Conference of the Evangelical Covenant Church,
Happy New Year! From our conference staff to every partner church and member, we thank
you for your spiritual and financial support. We praise God for you, committed individuals that
are expanding God’s kingdom by being connected, by participating and by contributing to the
work of the Central Conference of the ECC. Through your partnership, the Central Conference is
able to walk alongside pastors and congregations in all seasons of ministry.
The Central Conference staff has been working diligently to visit every single church in the five
states that make up our conference. We have also been visiting and connecting with Covenant
retirement communities, camps and pastor clusters. In the last quarter of 2017, I personally
visited over 20 local Covenant churches. I have enjoyed meeting the many fine people that make
up our conference and I look forward to meeting many more of you in 2018. If you would like
a member of the conference, including our associate superintendents Debbie Griffith Samuels
and Peter Sjoblom, to plan a visit or to participate in a special event, please contact the Central
Conference offices at (773) 267-3060 or at info@centralconf.org
Celebration 2018 (formerly known as the Central Conference Annual Meeting) will take place
at Glen Ellyn Covenant Church on April 26-28. This is an opportunity to meet and connect with the
other Covenant churches in our area. All Covenant pastors and church delegates are welcome to
attend, be informed about our shared ministries, and hear about new initiatives. Evening services
will be open to all who wish to attend and worship together. This will be an event to remember.
Please plan to attend!
The Central Conference is very serious about promoting and sharing the good news from
around our conference, specifically the wonderful things God is doing in your church. If you
have a testimony or story to share, please feel free to let us know! We are happy to share these
testimonies to encourage each other and to celebrate God’s blessings in our midst. Please send
information to our conference manager, Patty Shepherd, at info@centralconf.org
We foresee a great future, but it can only happen with our mutual collaboration. You are
important to the movement of the Holy Spirit in the conference. Thank you for your connection,
participation and contribution. Thank you for being a partner in this body we call the Central
Conference. We cannot do the work of the conference without you.
May you have a blessed new year!
Rev. Danny Martinez
Superintendent of the Central Conference of the ECC
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Statistical Report

Ann-Marie Frisk • Church Administrator

Children Born into the Church Family
Allyson Avila, daughter of Megan* (Ramos) and Gustavo* Avila, born March 5, 2017
Evan David Chase-Ziolek, son of Su and Andrew Chase-Ziolek, born April 14, 2017
Ava Grace Peterman, daughter of Britta* and Eric* Peterman, born July 25, 2017
Baptisms and Dedications
Evelyn Lori Meyers, daughter of Kellynne and Jorden Meyers, dedicated January 8, 2017
Kajsa Elisabet Ward, daughter of Maria and Brian Ward, baptized February 26, 2017
Helen Louise Ferguson, baptized March 26, 2017
Noah Reese-Clauson, son of Julie Reese-Clauson and Andrew Clauson, baptized April 23, 2017
Alexander Thuswalder, son of Pamela* and Gregor* Thuswaldner, baptized April 30, 2017
Wallace Madden Kersten, son of Peter* Kersten and Dana* Madden, baptized May 21, 2017
Maximilian Thuswaldner, son of Pamela and Gregor Thuswaldner, baptized June 25, 2017
Sophia Lenore Meyer, daughter of Andrew* Meyer and Christy* Bouris, baptized November 5, 2017
New Members Received on January 22, 2017
Maria Ciccone
Timothy Ciccone
Richard Lucco
Valerie Sanchez Lucco
Gwyneth Tacchi
Blake Thomas
Confirmed in the Faith on May 21, 2017
Johannes Clifton-Soderstrom
Monteigo Gosling
Charlton “Charlie” Knutson
Sofia Piotrowski
Noah Reese-Clauson
Analena Schiller
Claire Schlensker
Matthew Starr
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Members Lost through Death
Geraldine Klatt, May 16, 2017, Chicago, IL
Wilbert Peterson, May 23, 2017, Chicago, IL
Jim Brunsell, August 3, 2017, Chicago, IL
Donald Njaa, October 28, 2017, Chicago, IL
Transfers of Membership
Rick Samuelson, membership dropped by request
Jorden and Kellynne Meyers, transferred to Evangelical Covenant Church, Lafayette, IN
Kim (Santiago) Overby, transferred to Community Reformed Church, Zeeland, MI
Judy Bond and Bill Eyring, transferred to Grace Lutheran Church, Evanston, IL
Mary Ellen Ostrom, transferred to Moody Bible Church, Chicago, IL
Total membership at the end of December 2016
Members received in 2017
Members lost through death
Members lost through transfer or drop request
Member switched to Associate status
Membership statuses changed due to data clean-up
Total church membership as of December 31, 2017

511
+6
-4
-5
-1
-18
489

Continued data clean-up/reconciliation will continue in the next year.
* non-member
Submitted respectfully.
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Church Chair

Bill Werner

By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder,
and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds.
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.
- 1 Corinthians 3:10
In past annual reports, I have indicated themes of recovery and renewal. The year 2017 seems to
me to have been a time of rebuilding. Co-pastors Libby Piotrowski and Jeff Hunter completed the
first year of a new pastoral model with an emphasis on worship, preaching, and outreach. They
have been building on a 120-year tradition at North Park Covenant Church of pastoral leadership
while keeping an eye to the future. We have witnessed baptisms, confirmation, new members,
and improving finances.
Blake Thomas, youth pastor, and Kayla Feil, youth intern, with the help of members and
community friends, have continued to lead a growing youth program and presence. The congregation has been building up resources to support the youth program and especially participation
at CHIC this summer.
Dominic German assumed the Chancel Choir directorship after Chuck Olson had provided
interim leadership for two years. The Chicago Children’s Choir - Albany Park has brightened our
Sunday mornings. Brian Ward, as Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist, blends traditional with
contemporary music. Carol Long continues to lead the Chancel Handbell Choir. Together, Brian,
Dominic, Carol, and our talented musicians, young and old, are continuing the tradition of musical
excellence in worship.
The Executive Committee held a retreat in March to identify and prioritize the many budgetary and physical needs of our property. The goal was to develop a “punch list” of items that will
need planning and financing. At the top of the list is the need to address the condition of the
tower. A task force was formed in April to assess the current state of the tower and make recommendations to the congregation. In September, Dave Schlensker brought a comprehensive plan
to retain an architectural firm to take the lead in the tower repair. As each phase of the project is
developed, the congregation will be informed, and where appropriate, will vote on approval.
Over the last two years, the congregation has spent time in discussion, prayer, and reflection on what it means to be an inclusive church, particularly in regard to the LGBTQ community.
Many views and concerns were discussed at Town Hall meetings, in adult Sunday School, and
at a lengthy congregational meeting. A committee will be working on bringing discernment and
resolution to the topic.
Community outreach continued with another successful “Little Town of Bethlehem” in
December; the programs involving students at our local public schools, Hibbard and Peterson; as
well as our continued support of two Friendship centers.
(Continued on page 15.)
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Co-pastors

Jeff Hunter & Libby Piotrowski

We have completed our first full year together, and we are so grateful for the opportunity to
serve amidst and alongside you. North Park Covenant Church is a wonderful place full of people
seeking what it means to live fully into God’s promises for each of us and all of us. We are a church
striving to be attentive to the whisperings of the Spirit, engaged in the community, and growing
together as a body.
Rather than creating a laundry list of things that have happened this year, we have chosen to
identify some overarching themes that stand out to us as we look back on the ministry and life of
our church in 2017. Each of these themes stands as witness to God’s work among us.
Faithful Stewardship of Time, Talents, and Treasure
North Park Covenant Church is a generous church, and we certainly witnessed that in 2017. We
are grateful for the fine and committed work of each of our leadership boards. The Board of
Trustees was tasked this year with many projects from repairs to both the church facility and
the two-flat (including a new boiler) to forming a committee to begin planning tower repair. The
Board of Deacons worked so well all year in caring for each of us spiritually; from reaching out
to those who can’t get to worship on Sunday mornings to caring for families in times of loss and
grief. The Board of Christian Formation, while small, worked hard all year to support all aspects of
formation at NPCC. We are so grateful for their support of our youth programs and children’s ministries. While The Board of Community Concern struggled to find leadership in the latter half of
2017, their mission to engage the church out in the world carried on. From our Peterson tutoring
program to those who volunteer regularly at Hibbard Elementary School, from our partnership
with the North Park Friendship Center to that with the Greater Chicago Food Depository, the
work of the board is apparent. Many thanks to those who helped with our fourth Little Town of
Bethlehem event in December, as well. It was a wonderful night of community and outreach.
North Park Covenant Church is truly generous with its time and their talents.
At our Town Hall meeting in October 2017, we approached the congregation with the news
that the church was quite far behind on budget: $54,376 short of what was needed to make
budget. We challenged us all to prayerfully consider what we could do as individuals and families
to help the church meet the financial challenge we were facing. Each of you rose to meet that
challenge, and we ended 2017 roughly $30,000 in the black.
Further, because of your gifts to our benevolence fund and special offerings over the course
of the year, we were able to help numerous people who walk through our doors on a weekly
basis with assistance ranging from rent to winter clothing to food to necessary medications. Add
to this Covenant World Relief offerings to victims of Hurricane Harvey and Hurricane Maria, North
Park Covenant Church is truly generous with their financial resources.
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Growing Honesty and Authenticity in Our Conversations
2017 was marked by fruitful conversations about deeply important topics. We’ve already
mentioned our family conversation about finances in the church. There are two additional church
conversations that serve as examples of where we see this growing honesty and authenticity
active in our life together.
The first is with our church staff. It has been years since we have conducted meaningful staff
evaluations or goal setting. We sought to rectify that this last fall and to work on building good
processes for supervision and open lines of communication for the co-pastors with the Executive Council and for the staff with the co-pastors. Together, the co-pastors and Executive Council
developed a system for goal setting for the year to come, and for evaluating strengths, performance, and areas for improvement as we look back. NPCC has a remarkable staff, and we are so
grateful! And we are continuing to work together to further improve supervision, communication, and relationship for every member of our staff with confidence that the church will bear
good fruits from these deep and honest conversations.
The second is the continuing conversation we are having regarding human sexuality and what
extending faithful welcome and inclusion can look like for us here at North Park Covenant Church.
We are grateful to all who led in those conversations and to all those who participated. These
conversations are admittedly difficult. They create tension and can be emotionally charged, but
they are necessary and they are proving to be fruitful as we further continue to listen to one
another, talk openly and honestly with one another, and seek to better understand each
other and our God. This conversation on human sexuality will continue into 2018 and, while we
have not come to a consensus yet, the growth in our relationships through this conversation will
continue to benefit us far beyond the year to come.
Growing and Thriving Together
Worship is the work of the church and has been so rich in the past year. From incredible moments
on high and holy days to small communion gatherings in Lent; from the joyful fellowship of God’s
people gathering for weekly worship to the grief-filled moments of lament and sadness as we
gather to remember those who have died and to bear witness to the resurrection, it has been a
gift to come together in worship. Planning for worship each week requires the oversight of a lot
of moving pieces. It also requires a team of people committed to the task. We are so very grateful
for all of the people who work together to create meaningful opportunities for worship at NPCC.
Particularly this year, we have been blessed by the addition of Dominic German, our new chancel
choir director. He brings incredible talent and vision to the tasks with which he is entrusted, but
more important, he brings a commitment to the people of the choir and to the church as a whole.
Our youth ministry continues to thrive under the deft leadership of Pastor Blake, who is beautifully balancing the challenges of ministry with the burgeoning blessing of God. From middle
school and high school youth group to Wednesday night neighborhood basketball to confirmation to camping and CHIC, there are so many sacred moments and exciting trends happening.
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Looking to the Future
As we move forward together in ministry, we continue to be hopeful and excited about the ways
in which the Spirit is at work, and we commit to continuing in shared ministry as our whole church
follows God’s call. We will continue to focus on improving our communication with one another,
and we see regular town hall-style meetings as a vital part of that growth. As we move forward
together, we see these three areas as being of particular importance:
• Emphasizing generosity and focusing on how to more faithfully steward our resources, both
		 collectively and individually, while showing continual gratitude to God.
• Looking to better understand our privilege and how injustice works so that we can better
		 pour ourselves out for the building up of our brothers and sisters and the furthering of
		 God’s mission in our neighborhood and in our world.
• Further strengthening our lay leadership, and building up and boards and committees,
		 particularly our Board of Community Concern and our Missions Committee.
For God’s glory and neighbors’ good,

Pastor Jeff

			

Pastor Libby
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Youth Pastor

Blake Thomas

Dear Church Family,
North Park Covenant Church Youth Ministry has had an eventful 2017! From our Wednesday
night basketball program, which has invited numerous students from surrounding Chicago
Public Schools, to high-school small groups that take place every Sunday evening, it has been a
busy and vibrant year for our students. I am always amazed at the diversity of the students who
walk into our church doors, the perspective of Christ they hold, and the questions they ask. God
has blessed this youth ministry with so much in the past year, and that is reason to give praise
and thanks.
Nashville Mission Trip
In April, nine students got the chance to head to
Nashville, Tennessee, for a week of intensive service
through the Center for Student Missions (CSM). Some
of the work included preparing food at local homeless
shelters, organizing clothes at donation centers, and
learning about the other ways God is alive in the
city of Nashville. Additionally, we made a pit-stop in
Memphis to visit the National Civil Rights Museum.
The biggest impact of the trip for our students was
hearing stories from people they met and the deep
desire and love they have for Jesus.
Summer with Covenant Point Bible Camp
One exciting thing that happened this summer was partnering with Hinsdale Covenant Church
to spend a week on the Island at Covenant Point Bible Camp. Four students from NPCC got
the chance to go to the Island for the first time. They loved the hikes, the worship under the
stars, and the silly counselors. Additionally, high schooler Trevor Hosek and I attended the
Adventures in Leadership backpacking trip to Pictured Rocks in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. It was an intense week of hiking, but it was a great opportunity to
discuss servant-leadership in the great outdoors.
Youth Groups
Wednesday Night Basketball has brought students from surrounding
Chicago Public Schools to hang out in our gym and join the gather meal.
Our middle-school youth group has continued to bring lots of energy and
enthusiasm on Wednesday nights. We have played games like life-size
12

Guess Who, Grog, and Survivor. In the fall of 2017, we focused on
the topic of Freedom (Galatians 5:1) and how Christ uses us to be
free. High-school youth group on Sunday nights has a different feel
that is more focused on worship, small-group time, and service. In
October, our high-school students went to Devil’s Lake, Wisconsin,
for a week of hiking and camping.
NPCC Youth Ministry Interns and Leaders
Youth Ministry at NPCC could not be done without the incredible
work of our interns and leaders. In May, Hayley Sheaff (now Larson)
and Andrew Lindstrom ended their time as interns and moved on
to other ministry opportunities. In September, we commissioned
Kayla Feil, a junior at North Park University, to begin her time as
youth ministry intern. Additionally, we have been blessed by some
incredible leaders! Middle-school leaders include Alyssa Anderson,
Scott Applequist, Cody Taylor, Lauren VanReken, Leslie Nelson, Julie Spencer, Christian Swanson,
Cara Edstrom, Katie Gustafson, and Joshua Crozier. High-school leaders include Aaron Klinefelter,
Hayley Larson, Emma Manning, Gwyn Tacchi, Olivia Mott, and Charles Price. Our students are
deeply impacted by the love and care of these leaders.
Other Exciting Things from 2017
• Winter Camp Middle-school Retreat at Covenant Harbor Bible Camp
• One Life High-school Retreat at Covenant Point Bible Camp
• Senior Banquet
• Youth Sunday
• Confirmation
• Midnight Madness
• Fall High-school
		 Camping Trip
		 to Devil’s Lake, WI

13

Children’s Ministry

Libby Piotrowski

Dear Church Family and Friends,
Thank you for your support of Children’s Ministry at North Park Covenant Church. Thank you
for the ways in which you love and care for the children in our midst. Thank you for welcoming
them into worship. Thank you for helping with Sunday School and Vacation Bible School. Thank
you for volunteering in the childcare rooms. Thank you for getting to know our kids; for learning
their names and a little bit about them. Thank you for recognizing them as the contributing and
important members of our church family that they are.
It has been a bit of a challenge for me this year to learn how to best balance the children’s
ministry responsibilities with the co-pastor responsibilities, but I am learning to juggle and loving
every minute of it. Below is a brief summary of children’s ministry for 2017:
Vacation Bible School 2017: Passport to Peru
• We had 110 children in attendance, drawing from neigborhood and other area churches,
		 with more than 50 volunteer staff.
• Because of the Chicago Public School schedule in 2017, our VBS lasted just four days this
		 year, June 21-24, beginning the day after school got out and including a Saturday family
		 celebration day.
• Coming June 11-15, 2018, in the evenings:

Sunday School
• We had 42 kids on the roster and welcomed a few new kids into our Sunday School family
		 over the course of the year!
• Preschool through 4th-grade children continue to enjoy a rotation (VBS-like) curricular
		 model.
• We continue to enjoy regular Sunday morning breakfast meetings with teachers.
• 5th and 6th grade continue in their own classes (preparation for Confirmation). This class
		 was taught primarily by Pamela and Gregor Thuswaldner in 2017.
• Many thanks to Brian Ward for leading us in music together each Sunday morning.
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• An enormous thank you to all of the Sunday School teachers—Joline Paska, Barb Goode,
		 Erin Oleniczak, Karen Szyjka, Fran Fostey, Scott and Lisa Applequist, Lisa Ziems, Mark
		 Schukas, Pamela and Gregor Thuswaldner—who all returned for another year!
• Thank you to the kids for a wonderfully meaningful Children’s Sunday on October 15, 2017.
				
Additional Highlights
• Many thanks to all of the parents and other volunteers who regularly serve as childcare
		 providers in our childcare rooms. After many, many years of regular service in the toddler
		 room, Sue Vandervoort stepped down from that ministry this fall. We are so grateful for all
		 the love and care that Sue gave to the children throughout her many years in that room.
• Our camping programs remain strong (both summer and winter camps). Children from our
		 church continue to receive a care package from the church while they are away at camp
		 during the summer. Many thanks to the Applequist family for assembling this year’s
		 packages. The campers seem to really enjoy knowing we’re thinking of and praying for
		 them.
• In February, I took a group of 3rd through 6th graders to Covenant Harbor Bible Camp for
		 WinterFest. We had a fabulous time. It is always wonderful to get out in the fresh air for the
		 weekend and just hang out with the kids. Many thanks to Scott Applequist for driving the
		 bus and helping to chaperone! (We go again on February 16, 2018.)
• Sunday School sleepovers—complete with pancakes in the morning—are pretty popular
		 around here! Two were held in the winter and spring of 2017. Movies and pizza, games and
		 devotionals . . . and a little sleep!
Submitted with Gratitude and Thanksgiving,

Pastor Libby

(Continued from page 8.)
A special word of thanks to several members who have devoted time, talent, and resources to
helping Christian maintain and repair the physical plant. Thanks also to Ann-Marie and David
Frisk for all the behind-the-scenes support they provide. Finally, thank you to our officers and
board and committee members who have volunteered countless hours to rebuild and support
our church and community.
Bill Werner
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Christian Formation

Joey Ekberg, Chair

The Board of Christian Formation is honored to support the life and ministry of North Park
Covenant Church as we seek to form young and old alike to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ.
Ministry highlights for 2017 include:
Adult Formation Adult learners have enjoyed an intergenerational class led by Blake Thomas
and the teachings of Christine Olfelt, Kurt Peterson, and Mark Safstrom. Occasional intergenerational Sunday School events have fostered relationships and offered opportunities for learning
together.
Sunday School We continue to benefit
from curriculum and programming designed
by Pastor Libby, and the dedication of a faithful group of teachers. Our young ones have
learned truths from scriptures and the events
surrounding the liturgical church year.
Youth Ministries Youth ministry has
thrived under the leadership of Blake, NPU
intern Kayla Feil, and a dedicated group of
volunteer youth leaders. Wednesday night
basketball continues to attract a diverse
group of church and neighborhood middleand high-school students, who also enjoy our
weekly gather supper. A spring mission trip
to Nashville was a wonderful opportunity for
some of our students to be involved in urban
ministry projects. Participation in Covenant
Youth Collision continues. Fundraising has
begun for 22 students to attend CHIC in the summer of 2018.
Camping Ministry Our congregation continues its strong support for the role Covenant
camps play in the formation of our youth. Our Camping Breakfast provides financial support for
our campers and raises the visibility of this important ministry. We are grateful to Bill Faude for
his continued role as Camp Booster and pitch man extraordinaire!
Vacation Bible School Passport to Peru welcomed 110 children and 52 volunteers in June.
The break-out band, Simon and the Llamas, entertained and taught new VBS songs, complete
with motions. A special shout-out to Pastor Libby’s dad, Craig Johnson, who once again constructed an amazing backdrop for the theme.
Little Town of Bethlehem The church was transformed into Bethlehem and parishioners into
residents of Bethlehem as we welcomed 350 guests to this bi-annual event.
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Board of Trustees

Andy Johnson and Dave Dawson • Co-chairs

The Trustees are responsible for the management and maintenance of church properties and
overseeing church finances. The first three-quarters of 2017 presented many financial challenges, including unexpected repair expenses as well as lower-than-budgeted giving. However, we
are pleased to report that, through the faithful giving of NPCC members and friends in the final
quarter, we not only met our budget but actually exceeded expenses. It is exciting to envision
what more our church can do together with such generosity!
Using the budgeted and reserve funds for building expenses, Trustees made significant
progress on building maintenance and equipment repairs this year, including:
• Roof repairs (twice)
• Sanctuary and tower door restoration
• Repairs to our heating boiler
• A new check valve for our ejector pump (which keeps the building from flooding)
• Bus air conditioning
• A new water heater for the church and two-flat
• Gym door replacement (to keep us within fire code)
• New LED lighting in gym and expanding through church
As we look forward to 2018, the Trustees, with input from the congregation and staff, are
working on addressing the following items:
• Tower repairs (Thanks to the Tower Committee for taking lead on this item!)
• East sanctuary wall repairs
• New bus
• Facility rental policy
• Technology updates
The brick and mortar of the building do more than keep it standing. They provide a place for
us to host ministries for our congregation and neighborhood. So many people over the years have
given time, energy, and money to ensure our building is in good condition; it is a privilege for us to
play our part in being good stewards of God’s gift of this place and its resources. This year alone,
many individuals and committees have participated in work days and meetings to care for our
church building and property. Thank you to everyone who helps this building be more than simply
a physical space, but a place for God to work.
The Trustees also want to offer a special thanks to Joline Paska, who not only continued as
Treasurer but also volunteered as Bookkeeper for the second half of the year.
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Board of Deacons

Scott Applequist • Chair

The Board of Deacons is directed to work with the pastoral staff to care for the spiritual life of the
church and the community. The board is currently organized into five teams: Communion, Funerals and Special Services, Congregational Care, Guests and New Members, and Prayer Team. Much
of the Deacon work falls into one of these categories, and a few highlights are shared below.
The communion team consistently works with the pastors to prepare and serve communion
during worship services. As you have experienced, we partake communion through intinction
(coming to the front of the sanctuary and often dipping the bread in the wine) and through
serving in the pews. We continue to be conscious to provide a gluten-free option, and we are
thankful for the faithful people who help provide that option. Our goal is to provide you the
opportunity to worship together through the sacrament of communion and we welcome any
questions or comments regarding that part of your worship.
The prayer team is active in the life of North Park Covenant Church. In 2017, we continued to
provide space for prayer vigils at church, something that was re-started in 2016. We will continue
to do that in 2018 and yearn for your 30-minute participation on those days. After each Sunday
worship service, our prayer team is available to pray with and for you in the north room, just off
the sanctuary. If you have not been in this room recently, stop by and check it out. This year, we
also have continued to use the Prayer Tree in our worship services, and we are overjoyed by the
action of all congregants bringing prayers forward together during a service. We encourage you to
say a prayer for at least one other person at church and our church leaders every day. And please
be on the lookout for additional ways to strengthen your prayer life through activities at North
Park in 2018. (Here’s a hint: Prayer Week is coming in February!)
The Deacons are excited about the addition of people to our official membership at North
Park over the past year. Those people, and all regular attenders, are part of our congregational
care lists. Each Deacon cares specifically for the people on their lists. This care takes several forms,
including praying for people, sending simple notes, and special greetings during worship services
and other times during the week. The deacons care about you and are very glad you are part of
our church. Feel free to talk with me or any of our members (Paula Schuetz, Sandy Edstrom, Joel
Olfelt, Sandi Kersten, Valerie Sanchez Lucco, Sarah Hill, and Peter Olfelt) at any time about our life
together.
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Board of Community Concern

Karl Clifton-Soderstrom • Co-chair

The Board of Community Concern continues to seek ways to engage our community, educate our
congregation, and build bridges between us and our neighbors. This has been interesting and
rewarding work for us, but there is still more we can do as a congregation.
Over the past year, members of the board have been involved in the task force on human
sexuality, facilitating civic events at church, and continuing to coordinate volunteers at Hibbard
Elementary School. One highlight of the year was hosting an “On the Table” event in our parlors for our church
and city. This was part of the larger initiative by the City
of Chicago to host community roundtable discussions on
a host of topics. Our focus was on learning how to better
help refugees and new immigrants within the greater North Park and Albany Park neighborhoods.
Another event we facilitated involved inviting those working at the Kedzie Center to one of our
gather meals to teach us about the mental health and counseling needs
in our community. In addition to these occasional programs, the ongoing
initiatives our church supports in some way or another include the
Friendship Center, Peterson School tutoring, and connections with the
Albany Park Community Center.
The board has been quiet this fall after a busy spring and summer.
Two of our members have had to step off the committee due to some
pressing family needs. And so we
are looking for more people and
ideas to continue our work this coming spring.
There are so many ways we might engage our neighbors
and consider together what it means to be Christian citizens
in our neighborhood, our nation, and our world. In these
times, empathy with others across all areas of difference is important. We have discussed ideas
of political panels, community resourcing events, and book groups. At this stage in our committee, however, we really are looking for people to join us. If you have a particular idea, or would be
interested in being part of an event to connect our church and neighborhood, we would love to
hear from you and help you make it happen. If you’re interested in this work, please join us—we
need you!
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More Happenings This Year . . .
Block Party 2017

Prayer Tree

Coffeehouse
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Corned Beef and Cabbage Lunch
Trustee Work Day
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Notes

22

23

Church Staff

Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515

Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525

Blake Thomas, Youth Pastor
bthomas@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward,
Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Dominic German, Chancel Choir Director
colson@npcovenant.org
Carol Long, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
mscarollong@gmail.com

Ann-Marie Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500
Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

The North Park Friendship Center
3448 West Foster Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org • (773) 267-8395 • npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Dean Morris, Director of Pantry Operations
North Park Church Cooperative Preschool
www.nppreschool.com • (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 • preschool@npcovenant.org
Eileen Canafax, Director & Lead Teacher
Lyndsey Wellner, Assistant Teacher
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