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From the Denomination
Dear Friends in Christ,

November 2016

As you gather for your congregational Annual Meeting, let me say I am so deeply grateful for the
partnership we share in this movement we call the Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC).
You are one among 850 congregations within our 11 regional conferences here in Canada and the
United States. We are a growing, multi-ethnic, multi-generational family of churches with lots of
heart for making a difference together. And together, we impact millions of real lives here and in
dozens of countries around the globe.
But looking beyond our numbers, we share one particular trait: that of our intent to be found
faithful. I see this everywhere—in our churches, in our pastors and leaders, on our mission fields,
in our institutions, and wherever Covenanters serve. Our hearts’ intent is to be faithfully walking
with God and for God.
If we are committed to pursuing Christ, we must be committed to pursuing Christ’s priorities in
the world. Your congregation, in partnership with all the congregations of the Covenant, works
together to achieve the five priorities we have identified: starting and strengthening churches,
making and deepening disciples, developing leaders, loving mercy and doing justice, and serving
globally.
We are humbled by what God is doing in each of these areas. You can learn more on our website
at covchurch.org, and in particular, by watching the inspiring video Three Strand Strong
(www.covchurch.org/ministry-update-2017), which gives a snapshot of the Covenant’s ministries
at home and around the world.
This is only accomplished because of your support and God’s faithfulness. As you reflect on the
many ways that God is using your congregations, remember that one way is through this important partnership, and your partnership with your regional conference.
I am grateful to serve with you. Together, may we go deeper in Christ and further in mission.
In Christ,

Gary Walter
President
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From the Conference

December 1, 2016

Dear Central Conference Churches:
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! This will be my last year-end
letter to you as superintendent of the Central Conference. I will be laying down this privilege
and responsibility as of August 31, 2017. I humbly acknowledge the wisdom of Ecclesiastes that
“There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under heaven.” I came into this
place of service convinced in my heart and affirmed by the Body of Christ that it was time for me
to lead the Central Conference. My wife, Joanne, and I leave with that same peace in our hearts.
My goal now is to finish well, as we look forward to new avenues for continuing ministry.
At our Annual Meeting next year at our church in Lafayette, IN, you will be electing a new superintendent to lead the Conference. This will be a very important meeting, so I encourage you to
make sure that you elect your delegates at your church’s annual meeting to represent your church
at that meeting.
My prayer for you as you gather for your Annual Meeting is that it will be confirmed in your spirit
that God indeed has a plan for you. And that, as you seek Him in prayer concerning your plans for
the coming year, you will be found in His will.
We are deeply grateful for your faithful support of our common ministries here in the Central
Conference! Your partnership with us means more than we can ever express in words. The
ministry belongs to you, your church, and all the other churchs of the Central Conference.
And so, as the chapter in my life as superintendent of this Conference comes to an end, whatever
has been excellent and pure should be cause for you and me to give praise to God. Whatever has
been less than that should be charged to my account . . . but even in that, God is to be praised for
the great grace of redeeming our failings and weaving them into God’s good purpose. So now and
always in my life, in the life of the Central Conference, and in the Church of Jesus Christ, to God
be all praise nad glory. Amen.
Grace and peace to you all,
Rev. Jerome Nelson
Superintendent
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Statistical Report

Ann-Marie Frisk Church Administrator
•

Children Born into the Church Family
Darren Michael DeRousse, Jr, son of Kristine and Darren DeRousse, born March 6, 2016
Elijah Ted Peterman, son of Britta* and Eric* Peterman, born March 17, 2016
Kajsa Elisabet Ward, daughter of Maria and Brian Ward, born May 10, 2016
Riley Grace Price, daughter of Jessica and Charles* Price, born December 9, 2016
The Sacrament of Baptism
Ethan Thor Colon, son of Kensey and Steven* Colon, baptized April 10, 2016
Ella Marie Christopherson, daughter of Laura* and Eric* Christopherson, baptized April 24, 2016
Svea Katherine Oleniczak, daughter of Erin and Jason Oleniczak, baptized May 1, 2016
Lisa Ziems, baptized May 8, 2016
Those United in Marriage
Haley* Anderson and Christian* Gieseke, married July 16, 2016
Joline Schultz and Steve Paska, married September 3, 2016
Nils* Westlind and Mayra* Oliveira, married September 9, 2016
Marisela* Duran and Daniel* Ruiz, married September 30, 2016
Lyn* Amorsolo and Elias* Colon, married December 17, 2016
New Members Received on May 8, 2016
Sharon Flint
Carol Long
Larrem Panganiban
Steve Paska
Lisa Ziems
Members Lost through Death
Delores Oluwole, March 25, 2016, Chicago, IL
Quentin Nelson, May 22, 2016, Northbrook, IL
Janet Lungren, September 14, 2016, Kingsburg, CA
Roger Thorpe, October 7, 2016, Chicago, IL
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Transfers of Membership
Kendall Churchill, transferred to Calvary Covenant Church, Evansville, MN
Emily Chase-Ziolek, transferred to First Evangelical Lutheran, Lake Geneva, WI
Anna Carter, transferred to Augsburg Lutheran Church, Winston-Salem, NC
Lois Korda, membership dropped upon request
Naomi Jackson, transferred to Vox Veniae, Austin, TX
Total membership at the end of 12/31/15
Members received in 2015
Members lost through death
Members lost through transfer or drop request
Total church membership as of December 31, 2016

515
5
-4
-5
511
* non-member

Submitted respectfully.
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Church Chair
“Keep alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong.
Let all that you do be done in love.”
- 2 Corinthians 16:13-14

Bill Werner

In last year’s annual report, I referenced 2015 as a year of recovery and looked forward to 2016
as a time of renewal for North Park. I think we can look back and celebrate last year as one in
which we renewed our life together as a congregation. 2016 started with the interim pastorate
of Rev. Bob Hoey and ended with a new ministry model. Interior repairs and restorations were
completed as part of the “52 Day Fund.” We had much to be thankful for in 2016.
Bob Hoey preached a strong, Christ-centered message on Sundays, started Bible studies and
became part of our community, whether playing Geezerball, dancing with babies at gather, or
“trying to land the plane.” The Pastoral Search Committee continued its work and, after much
prayer and consultation, made a bold recommendation for a co-pastor model that included the
call of Jeff Hunter and Libby Piotrowski. In April, the congregation overwhelmingly approved the
proposal, and Jeff and Libby were installed in September after Bob concluded his ministry with us.
Our youth program has been thriving under the leadership of Blake Thomas as youth pastor
and our interns, Hayley Sheaff and Andrew Lindstrom. Ministries in Sunday School, Confirmation,
and Adult Formation offer a variety of opportunities for spiritual growth across all ages. Chuck
Olson agreed to continue as interim Chancel Choir director through May 2017 while the Music
Committee searches for his replacement. Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist Brian Ward has
blended a rich variety of traditional and contemporary worship music in our services. Carol Long
and the Chancel Handbell Choir have enhanced our musical experience, as well.
The Executive Council held a retreat in October to consider our vision, mission, and values. The
results were presented and discussed at a November Town Hall meeting. We defined our values as:
		 • Hospitality/Fellowship
		 • Worship
		 • Christian Formation
		 • Outreach/Evangelism
Our proposed mission statement is “God’s Glory and Neighbor’s Good.” The Executive Council,
pastors, and staff will work to incorporate our mission and values into the fabric of our congregation and the outreach to our community. This includes the programs for Peterson and Hibbard
schools and our two Friendship Center sites. We have also been working to define our role as an
“open church,” particularly as regards the LGBTQ communities.
Finally, thank you to our officers, boards, and committees, as well as our staff—Ann-Marie,
Christian, and Jorden.
As we enter 2017, let’s keep Paul’s words of faith and wisdom before us.
8

Co-pastors

Jeff Hunter & Libby Piotrowski

What a year it has been! Together, we have come through a much-needed period of recovery,
following some deep hurt. Together, we have journeyed into what is proving to be a time of
renewal, continued healing, and excitement about what is to come. Together, we have
welcomed and embraced a wonderful interim pastor in Bob Hoey, who served alongside us faithfully and lovingly. Together, we have stepped into a new ministry model—one that took a bit of
trust and faith—and, together, we have continued to follow and worship our God and serve and
love one another and our neighbor. What a year indeed!
Ministry Highlights of the Church’s Good Work
As we take a look back at 2016, here are some ministry highlights as we see them:
• We enjoyed, and continue to enjoy, strong and faithful working boards and committees
who take seriously the mission of the church and work for God’s glory and neighbor’s good.
• We have been blessed with, and continue to be blessed with, rich and spirit-filled worship.
There are many hands, hearts, voices, and minds that go into making worship what it is on Sunday
mornings, and we are grateful to all who have a part in leadership and to the congregation, who
fully engages in the work of worship.
• We have benefited from a church staff that is effectively sharing ministry. This has been a
season of enjoying being together, working together, and learning from one another.
• Because of Pastor Blake, the wonderful work of our former intern Natalie Swanson, and
a whole slew of gifted volunteers and parents, we are enjoying a growing and vibrant youth
ministry program. Additionally, we have been able to establish a paid internship program for
youth ministry interns from North Park University as we continue to invest in both our youth and
in leadership development.
• Under the ongoing leadership of Pastor Libby, NPCC continues to benefit from a strong
children’s ministry and continues to add new families.
• Through the generosity of the congregation expressed through the 52 Days Campaign, we
were able to install numerous new windows in the building, which has made for increased building efficiency and a marked financial savings. That move toward energy efficiency was continued
with the gift of LED light bulbs for the gymnasium, which will cut our energy consumption for
lighting the gym by almost 90%. These came as a gift from the Geezerball basketball group and
are a beautiful example of blessings enjoyed and shared.
• We continued to enjoy regularly rich and full Wednesday night meals and time together at
gather as our church families, neighborhood basketball players, and middle-school youth group
students cram into the parlors to feast together. Many, many thanks to Brian Ward, Eileen Thorpe,
Sandy Edstrom, and Sandi Kersten for their leadership in music on Wednesday nights.
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• We enjoyed a wonderful focus on scripture and reading the Bible together with multiple
Bible studies offered, including two Community Bible Experience pilot groups.
• We continued our outreach to the neighborhood and community: Peterson School tutoring, Hibbard volunteers, our Neighborhood Block Party, Vacation Bible School, Wednesday night
basketball, and our youth groups.
• Our mission focus as a church has taken steps forward as we have continued in our support
of long-term Covenant missionaries, and through hosting our second Covenant Kids Congo Hope
Sunday in October, we have seen the number of children sponsored by the church grow to 32.
• We have grieved the passing of three pillars of our congregation. Quentin Nelson, Janet
Lungren, and Roger Thorpe have crossed over and are deeply missed, even as we celebrate their
lives and kingdom impact.
• The church has established a task force for discussing human sexuality and how we can
become a more loving congregation that is faithful to the gospel call to both faithfulness and
welcome. To this point, the task force has overseen a whole church survey to better understand
the congregation’s current views, conducted small group conversations interpreting those survey
results, and held a panel conversation to better understand our denominational resources and
policies that inform and frame this conversation.
• We have begun the work to undertake a revision of our current mission and values statements in order to better understand who we are at this moment in the church’s life and to more
clearly be able to express that to our neighbors.
Pastoral Happenings
We began this year with the installation of Pastor Bob Hoey as our interim pastor in January. Bob
came to us from Detroit with a heart full of joy and love and a deep desire to serve in whatever
ways he could. We are eternally grateful for Bob’s time with us. Under his visionary leadership,
the church was able to step into the future, and his keen focus on the gospel, pastoral care, and
mentorship, along with his deep humility were great resources to us as a community of faith.
Also, we are thankful to Evelyn, his wife, for sharing Bob with us for the better part of 2016.
This year is also the year we were able to hire a Blake Thomas as youth pastor! Over the past
four years, Blake has served faithfully and grown by leaps and bounds, and it with great joy that
we now get to have Pastor Blake ministering with us. He is such a blessing to each of us, but
particularly to the youth of our church family and neighborhood.
And throughout the first half of this year, the pastoral search committee worked to prepare
the ground and call a long-term pastor, or pastors as it turned out, to serve the church. At the
beginning of the year, the committee was beginning to feel as though a co-pastor model could be
a very healthy thing for the church and had inklings that the perfect candidates for co-pastoring
might already be serving in the church.
During the month of January, the pastoral search committee also approached the two of us,
separately at first, about the possibility of expanding our pastoral roles at the church. While we
10

were both quite willing to consider the possibility, the idea of co-pastoring was new to us and
required much prayer, conversation, and discernment. As those conversations progressed, our
excitement and sense of calling to ministry only grew. We talked about our desire to serve in this
particular place and our deep love and care for this congregation. We talked about our desire to
see a real focus on mutual ministry embedded in the vision and giftedness of the congregation.
And it became clear both to us and to the committee that the co-pastor model was the best
model for the next season of ministry.
In April of this year, the congregation voted to call us as your new co-pastors, to begin in
September. Those few months between call and installation provided a wonderful time for
continued growth, mentorship, and transition so that we really truly “hit the ground running” in
September. On September 11 of this year, we officially said our good-byes to Pastor Bob, and on
September 18, the two of us were installed as your pastors. Since then, the work and mission of
the church continue; with highs and lows and everything in between.
Looking to the Future
As we move forward together in ministry, we are hopeful about the ways in which the Spirit is at
work, and we hope to continue with a real sense of shared ministry; ministry done collectively,
as a whole church following God’s call. We will continue to work on communication, too, and will
continue with regular town hall-style meetings.
In addition, there are some specific areas in which we hope to focus and continue work:
• An emphasis on stewardship and a focus on talking about how we use our resources, collectively and individually, while showing continual gratitude to God as we live as a generous people.
• A reinvigoration and focus on supporting the global missions work of our Covenant
missionaries in Congo and in other areas of the world.
• Our conversations around inclusivity will continue, at least into these first few months
of 2017, as we seek to further discern what it means to follow the gospel and to love and
welcome well.
• The proposed mission statement is: For God’s Glory and Neighbor’s Good. Conversation
will continue in 2017 around whether this mission statement really fits NPCC and how we express
and live out our core congregational values.
• There has not be an evaluation and goal-setting process in place for the church staff for
some time. We are designing and implementing a system for goal setting—both personal and
professional, individual and collective—and to ensure we are effectively accomplishing our goals
and prioritizing leadership development.
With deep and abiding gratitude to God and to all of you,
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Youth Pastor

Blake Thomas

New Changes: God’s Unending Love
This past year has been an eventful one in the life of youth ministries. In 2015, Natalie Swanson
and I continued our journey as youth ministry interns, investing in the lives of our students and
families. Our weekly programming
remained consistent in numbers and
energy from our youth. Sunday mornings saw students give testimonies,
serve communion, and lead in worship.
In spring of 2016, Natalie accepted a
call to serve a year-long internship at
Covenant Point Bible Camp so she could
further her passion for camping ministry. I accepted the call as youth pastor
here at North Park Covenant Church
and was installed in June 2016. The first
half of the year was a whirlwind, but it
proved that God’s love for this church and community is forever strong.
Looking toward 2017 is exciting! There is so much good happening in our youth ministries. From
mission trips to scavenger hunts, from
discipleship to lakeside worship, our youth
ministries are vibrant and bringing the
kingdom to Earth.
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Summer of Events
This summer, we provided a variety of
events for our students. For our middleschool students, we loaded up the bus and
went to Foster Avenue Beach on a chilly,
60-degree day. The waves were over our
heads! In addition to going to Six Flags:
Great America (at left), we had our first-ever
messy game night in the South Garden. We
played paint Twister and had an intense
shaving cream fight. It was definitely a
highlight of the summer.
High-school students got the chance to

go to Montague, MI, for a weekend at a lake house. We could not have asked for more perfect
weather as we climbed sand dunes, swam in the lake, and worshiped as the sun set.
Youth Rooms Remodeled
This summer, it was also time for a fresh coat of paint and new design in our youth rooms. The
Attic (Senior High youth room) got a pallet wall. Over the summer, a team of helpers and I
dismantled wooden pallets and assembled them on the north wall in that room. Additionally, the
Junior High youth room got new paint and a chalkboard wall. Both rooms also got new television
screens and lights. These have all been nice additions!
Hello Middle Schoolers!
During our first youth group of the year, we had 35 middle-school students show up. This was
up from our 25-student average the previous year. We were excited about this, but I’ll admit, I
thought we wouldn’t keep it up. The following week, we had 40 students show up on Wednesday
night. I was stunned. This continued the next week, and the next week, and the next. We now
average 35 to 40 middle-school students every Wednesday night.
A big reason our numbers have increased is that we opened our gym on Wednesdays from 5
to 6 pm to anyone in 4th through 12th grade to play basketball. A benefit to this is that these
students stick around for the gather meal. Our Wednesday nights bring in a mixture of kids who
have grown up at NPCC, neighborhood students new to our church, and students from surrounding Catholic and ECC churches. Nonetheless, Wednesdays are proven to be loud and fun!
In October, we embraced the fall
weather and had a city scavenger
hunt! Students were told to complete
tasks like eating an ice cream cone in
under 30 seconds, sticking your feet in
Lake Michigan, attempting to catch a
squirrel, and taking pictures of
every Starbucks they saw. Some of our
students even ran into Chicago Mayor
Rahm Emanuel (at left)! It was a fun day,
and our students had a blast.
High-school Trips, Service, and Worship
In October, the high-school students got
to go on the annual fall camping trip.
This year we went to Kohler-Andrae State Park in Kohler, Wisconsin. It was a chilly weekend, but
loads of fun! We got to hike the sand dunes, play Spikeball, cook dinner over the campfire, and
engage in worship.
Sunday night youth group is a time when students can come as they are and take a break
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from the stress of school, extracurriculars, and college applications. Our theme in youth group is
Follower. We are asking ourselves, “Why do I follow Christ?”, “How do I follow Christ?”, and “How
do I encourage others to follow Christ?” In the fall, we spent time digging into the Sermon on the
Mount, a rich section of Matthew that gives insight into how we are called to live as Christians.
There is also a worship emphasis in youth group that we value. In addition to singing, we give
students the space to freely read scripture, pray with leaders, and engage in small groups.
In February, our high-school students got the chance to attend OneLife, the annual central
conference retreat at Covenant Point Bible Camp. It was a frigid weekend, but that didn’t stop
us from skiing, snowshoeing, and worshiping with 250 fellow students. In January, we met up
with Winnetka Covenant Church for our annual Chummy Awesomeness Broomball Battle, and
we won!
Leaders and Interns Rock
Youth ministry is no easy task, and I
can not do it alone. This past year, I
have had an incredible group of leaders
and interns assist in planning, student
outreach, and events. Our 2016-2017
interns are Hayley Sheaff and Andrew
Lindstrom, both seniors at North Park
University. Our middle-school leaders
include Aaron Klinefelter, Alyssa Anderson, Erik Gustafson, Rachel Gustafson,
Laurel Katchatag, and Scott Applequist.
High-school leaders include Charles
Price, Emma Manning, Gwyn Tacchi, Jim Meyer, and Olivia Mott. Our students are affected by
their love for and service to this church.
Relying on God
Colossians 3:12-17 speaks on bearing everything in love and compassion, calling us to “do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus.” This has been the theme for me this past year. I was
blessed post-graduation because it did not include a lot of transition; I got to live and work in
the same places. Yet, there have been new things and opportunities that have arisen in this
ministry that I have been unprepared for. This has pushed me to trust even more that God equips
the called. God has reminded me of the power in each student that comes through our church
doors. God has reminded me of the strength in leaders and that ministry involves the hard work
of many, not just one. God has also reminded me that ministry is
simple when you choose to rely on God for everything. 2017 will
be an exciting year, and it is a blessing to serve these students,
neighbors, and members in this church.
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Children’s Ministry

Libby Piotrowski
Dear Church Family and Friends,

I want to say thank you to each of you for your commitment to and love for the children of North
Park Covenant Church. I am so grateful for the ways in which you have welcomed children into
worship, recognized the significant contribution they can and do make to our worship, and shown
patience when some young ones have difficulty sitting still and keeping their voices down while in
the pews. Thank you for the ways in which you have supported Children’s Ministry overall—from
Sunday School to childcare, from Vacation Bible School to camp counseling.
As you know, I have worn multiple hats this year, but below is a brief report on children’s
ministry overall:
Vacation Bible School 2016
• We had more than 115 children in attendance, drawing from neighborhood and other area
churches, with more than 35 volunteer staff.
• We again enjoyed partnering with Grace Covenant Church under the leadership of Troy Cady.
• Because of the VBS schedule in 2016, we had
just four days or programming, beginning the day after
Chicago Public schools got out (June 22-25) and concluding with a Saturday family celebration day.
Coming in June 21-24, 2017 (pending CPS schedule) gg
Sunday School
• We have 42 kids on the roster and have welcomed
many new kids into our Sunday School family this year!
• Preschool through 4th grade continue to enjoy a rotation (VBS-like) curricular model
• We continue to enjoy regular Sunday morning breakfast meetings with teachers.
• 5th and 6th graders continue in their own classes in
preparation for confirmation. This class has been taught
by Pamela Thuswaldner and Andrew Reese-Clauson this
year. They are making their way through C.S. Lewis and
The Chronicles of Narnia.
• Many thanks to Brian Ward for leading us in music
together each Sunday morning.
• An enormous thank you to all of the 2016-2017 Sun15

day School teachers—Joline Paska, Barb Goode, Erin Oleniczak,
Karen Szyjka, Fran Fostey, Scott Applequist, Lisa Applequist, Lisa Ziems,
Mark Schukas, Pamela Thuswaldner, and Andrew Reese-Clauson—for
their commitment and energy.
• Many thanks to Christine Olfelt for all of the work she has done
in organizing and implementing our Intergenerational Sunday School
times together. With a focus on exploring the Covenant Affirmations
and a creative door design project, these mornings have been both
fruitful and formational.
• Thank you to the kids for a wonderfully meaningful Children’s
Sunday on October 23, 2016.
Additional Highlights
• Many thanks to all of the parents who regularly serve as childcare providers in our childcare rooms, and a very special thank you to Sue Vandervoort, who
regularly spends time with these children!
• In September, Barbara Nordlund volunteered to take over the
scheduling of Sunday morning childcare. Thank you, Barbara, for
your willingness to help in this way!
• Our camping programs remain strong (both summer and winter
camps). Children from our church
continue to receive a care package
from the church while they are
away at camp during the summer.
The campers seem to really enjoy
knowing we are thinking of and
praying for them.
• In February, I took a whole mess of 3rd through 6th
graders to Covenant Harbor Bible Camp for WinterFest. We
had a fabulous time! Many thanks to Scott Applequist for
driving the bus and helping to chaperone. (We go again on
February 17, 2017.)
• Sunday School sleepovers—complete with pancakes in
the morning—are pretty popular around here! Two were held
in the winter and spring of 2016. Movies and pizza, games and
devotionals . . . and a little sleep!
Submitted with Gratitude and Thanksgiving
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Christian Formation

Kevin Anderson Co-chair
•

The Board of Christian Formation seeks to support the life and ministry of our church as we follow
Christ’s charge to “feed my sheep”. Ministry highlights for 2016 include:
Adult Formation The focus of Sunday morning discussions has centered around “Covenant
Affirmations”, or what might be characterized as “Confirmation Reloaded”. Christine Olfelt has
thoughtfully developed this theme and assembled a talented group of facilitators to share these
important topics. We are thankful to everyone involved. The periodic intergenerational component furthers our effort to integrate parishioners of all ages in the life of our church. We continue
to explore what Adult Formation should look like at NPCC and how we can improve participation.
Sunday School We continue to benefit from curriculum and programming designed by Pastor
Libby, and the dedication of our cadre of teachers. The discussion continues as we explore what
this ministry looks like with the transition to the co-pastor model; specifically how we can ensure
Pastor Libby is fully supported and can avoid a weekly teaching role.
Youth Ministry Our youth bid a fond farewell to Natalie Swanson as the duo of Swanson & Thomas
transitioned to a solo act. Blake Thomas has provided consistency and, with the help of
interns and volunteers, has directed strong leadership for our youth. Wednesday night basketball
is bursting at the seams, providing opportunity to reach out to our neighborhood youth. A spring
mission trip to Nashville is in the works for April, and we covet the congregation’s prayers and
support for this endeavor. Please pray, too, as we seek capable intern candidates to assist Blake in
the fall. We are continuing our participation in Covenant Youth Collision (a collaborative effort of
northside Covenant churches) which allows our youth to interact with a wider body. It has been a
blessing to watch Blake grow in his role as he prepares to continue his education.
Camping Ministry Our congregation continues its strong support for the role Covenant camps
play in the formation of our youth, and attendance is strong. Our camping breakfast provides
financial support for our campers and raises the visibility of this important ministry. We are grateful to Bill Faude for his continued role as camp booster and pitch-man extroidinare!
Vacation Bible School We again partnered with Grace Covenant Church to produce “CaveQuest”
with 115 children and over 35 volunteers participating. A special shout-out to Pastor Libby’s dad,
Craig Johnson, who once again constructed an amazing backdrop for the theme.
Small Groups We are grateful for the assistance of Kellynne Meyers in coordination of these
clusters. We remain committed to supporting these groups as an opportunity for fellowship as
they strengthen the fabric of the church body.
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Board of Trustees

Will Bromley Co-chair
•

Below is a record of things accomplished and anticipated around the church this year:
- Jorden Meyers took over as bookkeeper this year and has been exemplary.
- Don Olson, Doug Nystrom, and John Nyquist have given their time, labor, and judgment to
fixing many of the building problems.
- The church building’s main sump and catch basin were cleaned for $1,500 rather than
replaced for $18,000. Main sewer line to the street was rodded and scoped and appears to be
in good condition. The church’s five sump pumps are inspected twice a year and are in good
condition. The hot water heater is weeping and is in the process of being replaced. Don Olson and
Christian Schuetz replaced the wax seals for the women’s toilets in the education building.
- Exit signs are now lit by LED bulbs, thanks to Clear Result.
- The youth room (education building) window ripped off by a wind storm has been replaced.
Other youth room windows will be replaced this year.
- Windows in the gym have suffered damage and need to be fixed or replaced.
- A roof leak over the kitchen off of the gym stage will be fixed in the spring. Sidewalks in front
of the church were replaced thanks to the gas company replacing pipe.
- The office air conditioner has a new motor for the compressor, and fan blades have been
replaced.
- The fence in the south garden has been repaired and given new post footings.
- We have a new garage door and new springs.
- New furniture has been acquired for pastoral offices.
- Blake Thomas led sprucing up of the youth rooms.
- A revised facility use policy was adopted for weddings.
- The church’s fax telephone line was assigned to the preschool.
- Laptops were acquired for Bob Hoey and Blake Thomas.
- The second-floor apartment has been rewired, the dishwasher has been replaced, and the
interior is being painted. A rear window needs to be replaced and the chimney tuck-pointed. The
two-flat has had rodent problems.
Coming soon:
- Bids to rebuild the church tower
- A plan to replace the church bus is being discussed.
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Board of Deacons

Scott Applequist Chair
•

The Board of Deacons is directed to work with the pastoral staff to care for the spiritual life of the
church and the community. The board is currently organized into five teams: Communion, Funerals
and Special Services, Congregational Care, Guests and New Members, and Prayer Team. Much of
the Deacon work falls into one of these categories, and a few highlights are shared below.
The communion team consistently works with the pastors to prepare and serve communion
during worship services. Last spring the confirmation class joined the Deacons to prepare and
serve communion as part of their learning of the sacraments. And this past fall, through connections at Covenant World Relief, we were able to participate in a partnership with the Hindustani
Covenant Church to purchase communion wafers produced at the Home of Hope in Pune, India.
Our goal is to provide you the opportunity to worship through the sacrament of communion, and
we welcome any questions or comments regarding that part of your worship.
The prayer team is active in the life of North Park Covenant Church. You may have seen
evidence of this in a variety of areas during 2016. Early in the year, we facilitated the denominational Prayer Month by encouraging existing groups to use one of their regularly scheduled
meetings to spend time in prayer. On two occasions in 2016, prayer vigils at church provided an
opportunity for people to share in praying for 12 straight hours in our building. Starting in the
fall of 2016, Deacons became available during communion by
intinction (at the front of the sanctuary) to offer prayer for all
those who come to the table to celebrate communion. Already
in 2017, we have implemented a Prayer Tree, and additional
opportunities to pray for people in our church, our community, and across God’s world will be made available in the year
to come. And we encourage you to say a prayer for at least
one other person at church and our church leaders every day.
The Deacons are excited about the addition of new church
members over the past year. Those people, and all regular
attenders, are part of our congregational care lists. Each
Deacon cares specifically for the people on her or his list.
This care takes several forms, including praying for people,
simple notes, and special greetings during worship services
and other times during the week. The Deacons care about
you and are glad you are part of North Park Covenant Church.
Feel free to talk with me or any of our members (Chuck Olson, Jan Olson, Joanne Soderstrom,
Joel Olfelt, Kellynne Meyers, Peter Olfelt, Sandi Kersten, Sandy Edstrom, Sarah Hill, Su ChaseZiolek, and Sue Anderson) at any time about our life together.
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Community Concern

Kim Frost Co-chair
•

The Board of Community Concern (BCC) has spent the 2016 year fortifying our existing relationships and considering subject matter and organizations that reflect our mission. We have continued support of service-oriented organizations and improved communication. This has led to a
positive impact within our community and city. The BCC strives to improve the awareness of local
events and community investments that represent our Christian faith. The 2016 Peace March is
one such event that the BCC regrets not cultivating into an opportunity for more participation
from NPCC members. Conversely, in a display of rapid and nimble response, the BCC inspired
a show of support for the Peterson Elementary School Peace March, handing students chalk to
write messages and symbols along their route. An active NPCC volunteer, Lori Johnson, coordinated a donation between the BCC and the Albany Park Public Library. This will result in the church
donating a large installment of used books to Menard Prison.
The BCC continues to meet with the Open Doors Group to discuss the work to be done within
our church in regards to LGBTQ inclusion. The BCC participated in the survey and the meetings
on this topic. The Albany Park Community Center (APCC) has completed
their relocation, and communication of their events to our members has
increased significantly. The APCC remains a steady resource for Hibbard
students. Our support of Hibbard via committee member Sally Johnson has
proven to be a steady resource to a 94% low-income school that sits blocks
away from the church. What stemmed from a recommendation from former
BCC member Andrew Reese-Clauson has led to a multidimensional program
that hopes to harness everyone and anyone’s talents. Their principal, Scott Ahlman, came to offer
his gratitude and perspective during a 2016 Moment for Mission.
Our committee member Mike Polzin’s ongoing hands-on support of the Friendship Centers
allowed our church to return our support to the cause we founded so many years ago. The headcount for volunteers had dropped significantly, and the BCC rallied to inspire more folks to turn
out and lend a hand. The allotted amount of volunteers
went from two to 24, which results in increased credits
for the Friendship Centers. Hours have changed, but
the trip to the GCFD is an important aspect of how we
serve. With the closing of the food pantry at the old
Albany Park location, the Friendship Centers are a
critical resource within our community. Heidi Bush, who manages the Lincoln Square Friendship
Center, presented a Moment for Mission this past November. The Friendship Centers serve 70+
households, more than their average from one year ago. Both locations experienced a rise in
numbers in the last quarter of 2016. Their expenses have risen 10% over the past couple years
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due primarily to increases in the number of staff members (part- to full-time, and one very parttime person), as well as rises in rent and insurance costs.
Our newest BCC member, Hauna Ondrey Johnson, has been approved by NPCC to sit on the
board of the North River Commission and represent our church. Her
connections with North Park University (NPU), the church, and the city
make her an invaluable member. There has been a significant amount of
urban planning in regards to irrigation and water flow, and the BCC met
with the organization appointed to task this research.
Karl Clifton-Soderstrom represents the BCC to the Executive Council. He
lends his extensive knowledge of NPCC, the Evangelical Covenant Church,
NPU, and the North Park neighborhood to guide the committee as we
strive to improve how our church engages with our neighbors.
Lastly, in unofficial BCC business, through the support of the church,
approximately 100 boxes of clothes, shoes, and toys have been sent to
orphans and impoverished families in Eastern Europe. These are supplies that otherwise would
have contributed to a landfill.
The Board of Community Concern remains a wonderful opportunity for members to represent our church within the community and serve as Christ would have us serve. We are always
open to suggestions and input for engaging and supporting our community.

21

More Happenings This Year . . .
Our Covenant Softball team
came thisclose to winning
the Pinley Cup for the
second year in a row under
the capable coaching of
Anders Johnson.
Wait ‘til next year!

The church staff got
together for a barbecue
in July, and their children
obliged them for a photo.

We enjoyed a beautifully
sunny day for our annual
church and neighborhood
block party in June.
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Our church was filled
with the sounds of
Vacation Bible School
at the end of June.

Joel Piotrowski and Karen Darelius
performed another wonderfully silly
skit at the Coffeehouse in March.

Kids from our church
who attended VBS
shared with the
congregation a
couple of the songs
they learned.
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Church Staff

Libby Piotrowski, Co-pastor
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515

Jeff Hunter, Co-pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 525

Blake Thomas, Youth Pastor
bthomas@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward,
Music Ministry Coordinator/Organist
bward@npcovenant.org

Charles M. Olson, Interim Director of Music
colson@npcovenant.org
Carol Long, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
mscarollong@gmail.com

Ann-Marie Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500
Jorden Meyers, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

The North Park Friendship Center

3448 West Foster Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org (773) 267-8395 npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org
Dean Morris, Director of Pantry Operations
n

n

North Park Church Cooperative Preschool

www.nppreschool.com (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 preschool@npcovenant.org
Rebecca Edwards, Director & Lead Teacher
Lyndsey Wellner and Carmen Karnuth, Assistant Teachers
n

n

North Park Covenant Church

5250 North Christiana Avenue • Chicago, Illinois 60625
n p c c @ n p c o v e n a n t . o r g • w w w. n p c o v e n a n t . o r g
Main Office (773) 463-0055 • Prayer Line (773) 463-0077
www.facebook.com/npcovenant • twitter.com/npcovenant

