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From the Denomination
November 2015

Dear Friends in Christ, 

As you gather for your congregational Annual Meeting, let me say I am so deeply grateful for 
the partnership we share in this movement we call the Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC). 

You are one among 875 congregations within our 11 regional conferences here in the United 
States and Canada. We are a growing, multi-ethnic, multi-generational family of churches with 
lots of heart for making a difference together. And together, we impact over 2.5 million lives at 
home and in some 40 countries on five continents. 

Our executive minister of Love Mercy and Do Justice, Cecilia Williams, likes to say that our 
call as believers is to “move the needle for the kingdom of God every day.” In the ECC, we seek to do 
this through our five mission priorities:

 Start and Strengthen Churches,
 Make and Deepen Disciples,
 Develop Leaders,
 Love Mercy and Do Justice, and
 Serve Globally

We are humbled by what God is doing in each of these areas. Because of your supoprt and 
God’s faithfulness, real lives in real places are being touched by the hope of Christ every single 
day. Find out more on our website at covchurch.org. In particular, watch the video “Moving the 
Needle, an informative and inspiring overview of how God is at work. 

As you reflect on the many ways that God is using your congregations, remember that one way 
is through this important partnership, and your partnership with your regional conference. 

I am grateful to serve with you. Together, may we go deeper in Christ and further in mission. 

In Christ, 

Gary Walter
President
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From the Conference
November 2015

Dear Central Conference Churches:

The privilege is once again mine to bring you greetings from the staff and the executive board 
of the Central Conference; as you meet for your congregation’s Annual Meeting. We are deeply 
grateful for your faithful support of our common ministries here in the Central Conference. 

I am pleased to say that we are experiencing growth in the conference in both attendance and 
in the number of confessions of faith made in our churches. We continue to see growth in our 
planting of new churches. At the same time, we have seen a significant number of our churches 
take advantage of ministries that we now offer in church renewal and revitalization includ-
ing having six churches that participated in “Navigate,” one of our church vitality pathways. 
In addition, the growth in diversity and inclusiveness in our conference churches has been  
significant.

We will face the challenges of this coming year in faith, because we are called to be people of 
faith. And I still believe that God can do far above anything we can ask or think. I believe that 
we will be able to find ways to reduce expenditures but continue to provide those services that 
support the ministries we provide to you. We will continue to make every effort to connect with 
you and to be of service to you. We will continue to plant new churches and we will continue to 
work with you in your effort to be a healthy missional church through our revitalization efforts. 

I am excited about our Annual Meeting in April 2016, which will be held at First Covenant 
Church in Iron Mountain, MI. I ask that you please remember to elect your delegates at your 
Annual Business Meeting.

Our ministry is first and foremost to be one of support to our member churches. And we thank 
God for the good ministry that is taking place all over this conference! Please know that we are 
here to offer our support in any way possible and that you continue to be in our prayers as you 
move into a new year of challenge and opportunity.

Your Brother in Christ,

Rev. Jerome Nelson
Superintendent
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Statistical Report

Children Born into the Church Family 
Svea Katherine Oleniczak, daughter of Erin and Jason Oleniczak, born April 27, 2015
Evelyn Lori Meyers, daughter of Kellynne and Jorden Meyers, born August 20, 2015
Gabriel Peter Pearson, son of Gregory Pearson and Laura* Forero, born December 4, 2015

The Service of Dedication
Elijah James Meyers, son of Kellynne and Jorden Meyers, March 15, 2015

The Sacrament of Baptism
Connor David Healy, son of Andrea Kersten Healy and Ryan* Healy, August 23, 2015

Those United in Marriage 
Steena* Monteiro and Forrest* Iandola, May 9, 2015, North Park Covenant Church
Hauna Ondrey and Carl Anders Johnson, May 30, 2015, North Park Covenant Church

Confirmed in the Faith on May 10, 2015
Chloe Lindholm Johnson
Trevor James Hosek
Adelle Nina Schlensker
Simon Eric Peterson
Abigail Muir Smith
Sophie Rowena Smith 

New Members Received on November 1, 2015
Andrea Kersten Healy
David Hill
Jeffrey Hunter
Kristen Hunter
Carl Anders Johnson
Jorden Meyers
Kellynne Meyers
Barbara Nordlund
Nathan Nordlund
Hauna Ondrey-Johnson

Ann-Marie Frisk n Church Administrator
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Members Lost through Death
Alice Anderson, January 16, 2015, Fond du lac, Wisconsin
Luce Coupaud, August 30, 2015, Chicago, Illinois
Tracy Bloomingburg, September 24, 2015, Chicago, Illinois
L. Grace Nelson, November 21, 2015, Chicago, Illinois

Transfers of Membership
Mark Nilson, membership dropped  
Robin Nilson, membership dropped by request
Aaron Nilson, membership dropped by request
Julie Bromley, to Winnetka Covenant Church, Wilmette, Illinois
Helen Olson, to Winnetka Covenant Church, Wilmette, Illinois
Andy Meyer, to Winnetka Covenant Church, Wilmette, Illinois
Laura and Kristian Werling, to Winnetka Covenant Church,  
    Wilmette, Illinois
Jill Nyquist Schwendeman and Kevin Schwendeman, to  
    Ravenswood Covenant Church, Chicago, Illinois
Sara and Craig Jenkins-Sutton, membership dropped by request

Total membership at the end of 12/31/14 521
Members received in 2015   10
Members lost through death    -4
Members lost through transfer  -12
Total church membership as of December 31, 2015 515

* non-member

Submitted respectfully.
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Church Chair
“God, who made the world and everything in it, is Lord of heaven and earth 

and does not live in temples made by human hands.” - Acts 17:24

2015 was a year of loss for North Park Covenant Church. Two pastors resigned, as did the  
director of music. As with any loss, there has been a time of grieving and uncertainty over what 
God has planned for us. Acts reminds us that God does not live in a building, and we need to 
trust in prayer to guide us to the next stage in our life together as a congregation of believers.
 Our prayers were answered when Herb Hedstrom, past chair, arranged for Rev. Robert 
Tenglin to provide a ministry of hope and healing. We were blessed to have Bob here to provide 
stability anchored in Christ-centered worship. Ann Johnson from the Samaritan Counseling 
Center led three sessions for members to express and begin to process the grief and sense of loss 
from the past year. 
 Our prayers continue to be answered with the ministry of Rev. Robert Hoey, who was  
installed as the interim/transitional senior pastor on January 3, 2016. Jeff Hunter has been a  
dynamic presence as interim associate pastor. Under Jeff’s mentorship, Natalie Swanson and 
Blake Thomas, our youth interns, have brought a level of excitement and enthusiasm to our young 
people, many of whom attended CHIC 2015 last summer. Libby Piotrowski as children’s minister 
has engaged youngsters and their parents with programs ranging from Sunday School to Vacation 
Bible School. Libby and Joel have also coordinated evenings of fellowship, tasty food, and fun at 
the Wednesday gather. “Little Town of Bethlehem” was another highlight of the year.
 There is a sense of divine presence in the beauty of the sanctuary. Preserving the integrity of 
our historic building is an act of stewardship that is being led by the Trustees. After completing 
necessary structural repairs last year, attention is now focused on repairing the interior elements 
that have deteriorated or been damaged over the years. Although the tower has been stabilized, 
a long-term plan and capital campaign ultimately will be needed to repair it.
 After a holiday hiatus, the pastoral search committee will be exploring pastoral staffing  
models that could best meet the needs of our congregation and community. The goal of the 
search committee is to recommend a staffing model and permanent pastoral staff.
 North Park continues to be engaged in the larger community with outreach initiatives to 
Peterson and Hibbard schools and the two Friendship Center locations. Beyond the city, we 
also support our ECC missionaries. All of this activity needs the engaged stewardship of the 
congregation, including continued financial support as proposed in this year’s budget. 
 Finally, thank you to our church staff who support and maintain the necessary day to day 
functions. And thanks to the people who volunteer their time and talent on our boards, commit-
tees, task forces, and Sunday School.
 In many ways, 2015 was a year of recovery; let’s look forward to a year of renewal in 2016.

Bill Werner



9

Interim Senior Pastor
Bob Tenglin
I begin with “thank you”, having had the privilege of being your interim pastor for the past 10 
months. It is an experience I will well remember, as I have reconnected with the church and 
some people of my youth and with people I have known over years of my ministry. Judy and I 
made new friends with many we did not know until coming here. Thank you for inviting both of 
us into your congregation and your lives. I leave with an appreciation of your resilience, faith-
fulness, and commitment to the mission you, as a congregation, have to the gospel.
 There is still work to be accomplished and some healing toward wholeness. Yet I believe the 
church has done some of that hard work, has remained strong in its weakness, and has affirmed 
that North Park is where people want to be as the place for life and faith. As a congregation, 
you had a difficult year with individual and congregational pain, yet you have not given up. You 
are still here, still a family working through the pain and not giving up on each other.
 Yes, a few people left during the year. However, 10 individuals joined the church in Novem-
ber, as they see this congregation as a place to belong, grow in faith, and raise a family.
 In April, we started a practice called “Prayer for the Journey,” where once a month, during 
worship, someone told their story of how God met them, encouraged them and, from that, how 
they have grown in faith. The prayer team prayed for them and, during the following month, 
we all prayed for them. People never hesitated to share when asked, and some volunteered.  
I encourage you to keep this ministry alive, as it is vital to individual and congregational life.
 The staff—Libby, Brian, Jeff, Ann-Marie, Christian, Natalie, and Blake—are dedicated to 
the ministry of this church. Pesonally, I have greatly appreciated who they are and what they 
bring of their faith, enthusiasm, and willingness to do whatever needs to be done to help North 
Park be faithful and fruitful in its ministry.  
 They are not the only ones who bring those traits to this faith community. Each person in 
the congregation does this, as well. I have seen how you care, genuinely, for each other.  
 Pastorally, I have visited, had conversations in the study, prayed with many, and tried to 
be of encouragement to individuals and the whole congregation, conducted a membership 
class and helped welcome 10 new members into the congregation, shared in the baptism of  
Connor Healy with his grandfather, David Kersten; and conducted memorial services for Luce  
Coupaud, Tracy Bloomingburg, and Grace Nelson. 
 Quoting from the Covenant Home Altar, December 30, “We look back on the year and find 
that we have changed, that God has been transforming us through the good and hard times. 
We’re not the same people we were a year ago. And we give thanks.”  
 May you continue to experience the power of God as you continue to place your congrega-
tional life in God’s presence and leading.
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youth ministRY
Jeff Hunter n Natalie Swanson n Blake Thomas

Life Is Unpredictable n God Is Always Faithful

This year in student ministries has been an adventure, which seems like an obvious state-
ment. Of course life in student ministries is an adventure, as we walk alongside and share 
ministry with students and families living the whirlwind blend of adolescence and faith! In 

2015, we walked the usual path of rela-
tionship, worship, weekly gatherings, 
and major events. But we also added the  
intensity of CHIC and had some major  
changes in our youth ministry staff-
ing. Pastor Elise left at the end of July, 
Blake and Natalie were brought on as 
interns with key leadership responsibili-
ties, and Pastor Jeff was brought on in an  
interim position, serving as a supervising 
and support pastor. And through it all,  

relationships have flourished, ministry life has been vibrant, and God has been praised. Whew.  
 Now we are busy getting our ducks in a row because 2016 will continue to be a season of 
transition as we trust and lean into the work of God, who leads us into the future. As we have 
been looking back over the year, we have become deeply aware how God is faithful and how 
there is nothing like the church when it is living into its identity as the people of God. Thank 
you so much for your love, trust, hope, and prayer. 
And also faithful volunteering and delicious cook-
ies. Ministry thrives when people are being loved 
with the love of Christ and there are many cookies. 

Winter Events 
The year began with a bang, as our Junior 
High students had a blast at Deep Freeze at  
Covenant Harbor January 16-18. Elise, Blake, 
and Natalie piled into the church bus with 12  
students for a weekend of snowy fun! The theme 
for the retreat was “Uncommon”, and we explored how God calls us to live lives that look  
uncommon when compared with the ways the world teaches us to live. The speaker for the 
week was super-engaging and a wonderful storyteller, and students really loved listening 
to his stories and talking about the message after chapel together as a group. For fun, we  
enjoyed a hot chocolate bar, a very competitive broomball tournament, the giant swing, climb-
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ing wall, polar dip, and lots of laughing and fellowship together. We grew together as a group 
and encountered God in new ways. 
 Students from the Senior High group attended the OneLife retreat at Covenant Point Bible 
Camp February 12-15. Twelve students and 
four leaders attended this year. The theme 
this year was “Hello, My Name Is…” It 
was centered on self-identity and how we as 
Christians can live out our God-given identi-
ties. So often, we are given presuppositions 
that are false as to who God created us to 
be. Instead, followers should strive to rely 
on God to tell them who they are and what 
image they are created in. The temperature reached a windchill of -25, but that didn’t stop the 
students from winter activities! People cross-country skied, downhill skied, broomballed, and 
extreme sledded. It was a great retreat where students got to reconnect with God as well as get 
a break from the stress of school. 

A Renewed Partnership with Covenant Youth Collision 

A continuing ministry partner with our church’s youth ministry program is Covenant Youth 
Collision (CYC). CYC is a nonprofit that provides monthly events for 14 Chicago-area youth 

ministry programs. North Park Covenant 
Church is happy to be part of the both the 
Junior and Senior High programs. Some 
Senior High events have included serving at 
a clothes closet, having a dodgeball compe-
tition, worshipping, or watching a movie in 
a pool. The Junior High students partake in 
blow dart battles, caroling in neighborhoods, 
and extreme costume competitions. CYC is a 
blessing for NPCC because it is a chance for 
us to collaborate with other ministries and 
further live out the body of Christ. 

A Summer of Camps and CHIC

Summer camping is a huge part of our youth ministry here at North Park, and this summer was 
no exception. Many of our students in both Junior and Senior High enjoyed camping at our 
two camps—Covenant Harbor in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, and Covenant Point in Iron River, 
Michigan. Some of our Junior High students went to Covenant Point’s Island, an eight-acre 
island on Hagerman Lake. Island camping is truly rustic, and campers stay in tents, have no 
electricity or running water, and really grow together as a set-apart community of Christ. It is 
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a unique opportunity, and our students are always affected deeply by their time spent there. 
Many of our Senior High students make the trek to Covenant Point as well for their Senior 

High week, which was Covenant 
Point’s biggest-ever week of camp 
this year. A lot of our kids were in 
cabin groups together, so they really 
grew together as a community while 
also connecting with friends from 
other churches. Our partnership 
with our camps is such a cool oppor-
tunity for our students to really grow 
in their own walks of faith in places 
very different from what they’re used 
to.
A huge highlight for the year was 

CHIC. CHIC is the Evangelical Covenant Church’s triennial high school conference. It took 
place again this year at the University of Tennessee in Knox-
ville from July 12-18. One of the most profound ways God 
was present was through fundraising. Various fundraisers  
included selling Christmas greens, a coin drive, and 
a live auction. Collectively, the church raised over 
$18,000! This was an extreme blessing to our students 
and their parents, making the cost much more afford-
able to our students and leaders. It was incredible to see 
the church come together and see this as a priority in 
our ministry. All together, 12 students and four leaders  
attended. 
 There are many events that take place at CHIC. NPCC 
students went white-water rafting down the Ocoee riv-
er, competed in Ultimate Frisbee compe-titions, attended 
speaker sessions, completed a water walk, and worshiped 

with live bands. Among the speakers were Louie Giglio, Eugene 
Cho, and Judy Howard-Peterson. The bands were Rend Collec-
tive, David Crowder, For King and Country, and Lecrae. CHIC 
was a jam-packed week in 90-degree weather and lots of sun!
     Many of our students left CHIC feeling a new sense of 
who God is and the role God plays in their lives. The theme 

was SHIFT, asking the question, “How do we shift our relationship with God?” High 
school is an integral part of a student’s life, when they will chose which direction they will 
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go with God. Students were exposed to Project Blue, a ministry through Covenant World 
Relief promoting clean water to various parts of the world. Speakers such as Shane Clai-
borne expressed how important it is to see injustice in the world and the way Christians 
can respond. As a youth group, we spent much time reflecting at CHIC on ways we were  
being pushed to think and how they would apply within our church. All the experiences at CHIC  
provided a new perspective of God and what it means to follow Jesus wholeheartedly. A  
majority of our students and leaders left physically exhausted but spiritually rejuvenated by the 
experiences and new insights they had gained. 

A Focus on Student Leadership

One unique connection that the experience of CHIC enabled us to carry into the fall of 2015 
was a strong focus on recognizing the work that God was doing in our students and finding 

ways to allow them to lead one another and the church as 
a whole with the energy and growth coming from CHIC. 
The SHIFT curriculum was developed by the denomination 
to work with the themes and ideas that drove the student 
conference, and our whole church worked in October and 
November to shift our perspective to more closely mirror the 

view of God. During that time in worship, we intentionally focused on inviting our students to 
step up and participate in leading services. And we experienced the leading of God through our 
students as they shared testimonies, gave the Word for the Children, led the Call to Worship, 
led music with the Youth Band, shared a Moment for Mission, and served communion. 

A Year of Staff Transition

Natalie: This transition in ministry has been really cool to be a part of. 
When we left after the school year was done in May, there were still a 
lot of unknowns for us. I knew Elise was leaving after CHIC and we 
had been voted on by the congregation to continue on as interns in 
the fall, but we didn’t have any sort of job description or expectations, 
and we didn’t know whether there would be someone overseeing us 
or not. For me, it was really scary to not know what to expect, and I 
was nervous about it. But as I prayed about it and tried to sit with this  
opportunity in ministry with God, I felt at peace with my place at 
North Park Covenant. I knew that was where God wanted me to be 
even though I had little idea of what it would look like when I got there. I think that learning 
to sit in that unknown and trust that God was in it all and have faith that he provides all that I 
need has made this ministry transition a Spirit-led one. As a leader, I have had to stay grounded 
in God and trust in His work because I didn’t know what to expect. And because of that, God 
has been so present and evident in the lives of our students and our ministry. I love being able 
to step back and look at all God is doing in this church—specifically in this youth ministry—and 



know that it is only because of our great God, not because of me.

Blake: I have been pushed as to what it means to live out my calling into 
more of a pastoral role within the church. This role developed in a time 
where there were lots of questions and very little answers with my fu-
ture in the church. There is a saying: “God does not call the equipped, 
he equips the called.” This saying has been a constant reminder during 
my time at NPCC. In finding the balance between being a full-time 
student and investing much time and energy at church, reliance on God 
for words, energy, and direction had to be my foundation. This season 
in ministry has revealed to me that I can only rely on God. God is lead-
ing the ministry at NPCC, and I am just a servant. Therefore, God has 

equipped me with the words and actions I have needed for the students, parents, and church 
congregation.

Jeff: As I settled into my role here, there were two major factors I 
knew would impact the success of ministry. The first was Blake and 
Natalie—before meeting them for coffee in September I only knew 
them from hearing their names or quick introductions in the par-
lors. The other was the spirit of the congregation and the energy 
and commitment they were willing to share with our students in 
terms of friendship, volunteering, and support. Blake and Natalie  
are gifted, engaged ministers of the gospel, and the congregation has a 
life-giving blend of commitment to the family of NPCC and willingness 
to grow and change. God has been working on me for these years in 
seminary to simply be present to the next step, trusting that God will 
provide what is required if I will faithfully give myself to the task at hand. And wouldn’t you 
know it? God just keeps coming through. And it has been a privilege to share ministry together.

14
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Children’s minister
Libby Piotrowski
Dear Church Family and Friends,
 Without a doubt, this has been a difficult year for us all. We have walked through trial and 
hurt and sorrow and even some anger. This year, however, has also been one full of joy, fun, 
laughter, growth, and good fellowship. I am grateful to serve as children’s minister among all of 
you, and I look forward to what God has in store for us as we move forward. But first, here’s a 
look at 2015:

Vacation Bible School 2015

 - We had more than 115 children in attendance, drawing 
from neighborhood and area churches.
 - We again enjoyed partnership with Grace Covenant 
Church, under the leadership of Troy Cady.
 - The week was full of fun, learning, growing, and praising!
 - This year’s VBS week ended with a great family day on Friday.
 - Looking ahead to next year: June 20-24 (pending CPS and potential teacher strike)

Sunday School

 - There are 36 children on the roster. 
 - Preschool through 4th grade continue to enjoy a rotation (VBS-like) curricular model.
    - We continue to enjoy regular Sunday morning breakfast meetings with teachers.

    - 5th and 6th grade continue in their 
own classes (preparation for Confir-
mation). This class has been taught 
by Andrew Reese-Clauson this year. 
They are making their way through 
C.S. Lewis and The Chronicles of Narnia.
  - Many thanks to Brian Ward for 
leading us in music together each  
Sunday morning.
    - An enormous thank you to all of the 
Sunday School teachers (2015-16)—
Joline Schultz, Barb Goode, Alyssa 
Anderson, Scott and Lisa Applequist, 

Dave Hill, Lisa Ziems, Christine Olfelt, Mark Schukas, Kayla Stelle, Andrew Reese-Clauson—
for their commitment and energy.
 - Thank you to the kids for a wonderfully meaningful Children’s Sunday (above) on  
November 8, 2015.



    - For the 2015-16 year, we have begun incorporating some 
Intergenerational Sunday School time, led by Christine  
Olfelt. Thank you, Christine!
 - On November 22, we celebrated Christ the King Sunday 
by burning the palms from last Palm Sunday (left); Jesus is 
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.

Little Town of Bethlehem

 - What a wonderful night (below)! This event is one that 
takes the whole church to make it happen! Thank you for all 
of the work that you did, as a church family, to make the night  
successful! 
 - We hosted more than 350 visitors—119 family units!—in 
our parlors on Sunday, December 6.  
 - And we came in UNDER budget!Yahoo!

Gather

 - Our weekly Wednesday-night dinners  
have continued this year and primarily have 
been times of fellowship. However, we did 
begin the fall with some time spent in struc-
tured conversation about our church as it 
goes through this transition, led by both  
Peter Sjoblom and Bob Tenglin.
 - We are averaging about 75 people for 
dinner each week.
 - Thanks to Brian Ward (below) for 

leading in our singing each Wednesday.

Additional Highlights

    - Many thanks to all of the parents who regularly serve as 
childcare providers in our childcare rooms, and a very special 
thank you to Sue Vandervoort, who regularly spends time with 
these children!
    - Our camping programs remain strong (both summer and 
winter camps). Children from our church continue to receive 
a care package from the church while they are away at camp  
during the summer. The campers seem to really enjoy knowing 
that we are thinking of and praying for them.

16
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 - Sleepovers were all the rage again this 
year! I have opened them up to make them 
available to all Sunday School kids in 1st 
through 6th grade (left). We had two in 2015, 
and they really are so much fun; pizza, games, 
some devotional time, and a movie, plus  
pancakes in the morning.  

 - Our third-annual Gutter Night (right) took place 
May 13, 2015.
 - The Come to the Table class continues to be  
offered to children over the age of 5. The class is offered 
twice a year.
 - In February, I took a whole mess of 3rd through 
6th graders to Covenant Harbor Bible Camp for  
WinterFest. We had a fabulous time. Many thanks to 
Bill Faude for driving the bus and helping to chaperone!

Submitted with Gratitude and Thanksgiving.



Christian Formation
Samantha Johnson n Co-Chair

The Board of Christian Formation has many people to thank for successful ministries through-
out this past year, so please forgive us, as this report will read more like a thank-you note! 
 We are thankful for Libby Piotrowski in helping to bridge many of the gaps during the times 
of pastoral transition, often going above and beyond her regular responsibilities. We are also 
so lucky to have Jeff Hunter, Blake Thomas, and Natalie Swanson, who have stepped up with 
great energy for our youth ministries this fall (and to a large number of volunteers from North 
Park University and the church for Junior and Senior High). 
 Adult Formation has been moved back to Sunday mornings, and we are grateful for thought-
provoking discussions and presentations by Michelle Clifton-Soderstrom and Herb Hedstrom 
on the Trinity and worship, Anders Johnson on church history, and Samar Abdelfatah, a  
visiting teacher at Peterson Elementary, presenting on her home country of Egypt. An intergen-
erational Sunday School was also held, organized by Christine Olflelt and providing a meaning-
ful time to share our stories with young and old. The adult formation spring schedule is already 
planned, and we are thankful for our many volunteer teachers. 
 With the move of adult formation back to Sunday mornings, the Wednesday night gather  
dinners are planned to be a time of intentional fellowship. Again, our thanks to Libby for  
organizing and doing much of the cooking for these meals.
 This fall, we have begun looking at the need for small groups as a way to provide people 
time to grow in their faith and in relationships with one another. We are grateful for Kellynne 
Meyers, who is gathering interest as we plan to join people together in groups in January.
 Vacation Bible School - Thailand Trek was another great success organized by Libby and with 
many volunteers from both North Park and Grace Covenant Church. 115 children attended.
 The church basement was once again transformed into the Little Town of Bethlehem this past 
December. So many volunteers were involved in creating the set, costumes, props, and actors. 
And a special thank you to Libby Piotrowski and Lisa Applequist for organizing the event. 
 Our church continues its commitment to summer camping ministries at Covenant Harbor 
and Covenant Point. The annual pancake breakfast and other fundraisers help to provide a small  
offset to the expense for parents in sending their children to camp. We have heard a number of 
times from our confirmands and youth that camp is often the turning point in their life of faith.
 The North Park Church Cooperative Preschool said goodbye last spring to Laura Christo-
pherson after her resignation in anticipation of the arrival of her baby. Rebecca “Miss Becky” 
Edwards was hired as the new director/teacher, and a smooth transition was made into the new 
school year. The Preschool is now at full enrollment. Thank you to Lisa Applequist for her lead-
ership as the chair of the preschool board.
 And thank you to many others who have volunteered with breakfasts, the church picnic, 
Rally Sunday, and many other events. We are grateful to all. 
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Board of Trustees
Will Bromley n Co-Chair
Here are some of the many items the Board of Trustees have had a hand in this past year: 

 - Treasurer Joline Schultz took over seamlessly from Julie Bromley after her resignation.
 - Our bookkeeper, Rob Anderson, has been a blessing.
 - Don Olson has given freely of his time, labor, and judgment, lessening the burdens of  
Board and staff. 
 - David Frisk runs the sound system on Sundays and keeps our computers running well.
 - Roof leaks above the south chapel (ice in scupper and downspout) and sacristy were  
repaired by the contractor, Winward. 

    - Maintenance to the masonry continues. A leak on the east 
face of the church will require more work to stop the water 
from bubbling the plaster. The tower has yet to be repaired. 
The congregation will need to make a decision soon to rebuild 
the bell tower ($321,000) or shorten the bell tower ($103,000). 
   - Six replacement windows were installed in the northwest 
corner of the church. A new lawn mower was purchased. The 
church bus has new brakes, a repaired window, and other 
maintenance. A new computer was acquired for Ann-Marie 
Frisk, church administrator. A new printer was acquired for the  
senior pastor’s office. Door lock sets were replaced for the south 
door and office door. 
    - Plumbing work continues: sinks in the two-flat were  
unclogged, leaks in the men’s downstairs lavatory and the  

sacristy were fixed, water mixers in the education building were replaced, a fountain valve was 
fixed by Don Olson (saving $2,500), and the two-flat plumbing stack reamed and sumps were 
inspected.
 - Mold remediation and updating is being accomplished for the kindergarten/first grade 
classroom.
 - Church credit cards ceased use June 15. Having credit cards for staff will be revisited.
 - A formal plan for disbursing benevolence monies (given in a retiring offering on the first 
Sunday each month) was adopted by the staff.  
 - The sump pump and piping, serving the original church building, need to be replaced and 
the catch basin cleaned. The Board of Trustees asks the congregation to approve $20,000 to go 
forward with this work. This sump services the whole original church building and protects 
two furnaces from water damage.  Our church casualty insurance policy requires that sumps be 
inspected regularly. 
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Board of Deacons
Scott Applequist n Co-Chair

The Board of Deacons is directed to work with the pastoral staff to care for the spiritual life of 
the church and the community. The board is currently organized into five teams:
 n Communion – led by Sue Anderson, working with pastoral staff to prepare and administer 
the sacraments. The serving of communion is a critical component of our worship experience, 
and the Deacons are humbled to be part of this for our members and friends. With the help of 
several at church, we have been able to include gluten-free options, and if there are any other 
requests or needs that can be considered, please let us know.
 n Funerals and Special Services – led by Jan Olson, coordinating with families and acting 
as hosts. These events include receptions after worship services and non-Sunday services such 
as Ash Wednesday, Christmas Eve, and funerals. If you would like to help during any of these 
events, we welcome participation by any interested parties.
 n Congregational Care – led by Su Chase-Ziolek, includes administering church care lists 
and reminders of those who are shut in or in need of special attention throughout the year. Each 
Deacon has been given a list of regular attenders for which the Deacon is to care. The type of 
care varies and does not have a prescribed process, but know that you are on a care list and are 
cared for by the Deacons. If you have any specific needs, please let a Deacon know. 
 n Guests and New Members – led by Chuck Olson, includes facilitating ushers, greeters, 
and new-member classes. If you have an interest in being a greeter or usher, even for only 
a couple of Sundays per year, please let us know. Did you know there are several classifica-
tions of participation at NPCC; not just Member or Non-member? There is Affiliate Membership 
for those who desire to retain membership in another Christian church while residing in the  
local community. This membership includes being a voting member and the ability to serve on 
boards and committees at NPCC. Another type is Associate Membership, which is available to 
any full member who moves to another community and joins another Christian church. And a 
third type is Non-member Friend. This includes people who consider NPCC their home and are 
regular participants in the life of the church but have not yet chosen to change their status. Each  
classification assumes some type of active participation in the life and activities of NPCC.
 n Prayer Team – led by Sandy Edstrom, provides opportunity for prayer for our church 
and all who have a need. This is shown on a regular basis through weekly prayer meetings and  
opportunity for prayer after Sunday worship services. In the fall of 2015 this team facilitated 
the Prayer Vigil and plans to provide additional opportunities for similar experiences through-
out 2016, starting with the denomination’s Prayer Week process in January 2016. Please  
contact any of the Deacons for details or suggestions for other events in 2016.
 This group of people is committed to caring for the people in our church and it is wonderful 
to be part of this board. Feel free to talk with me or any of our members at any time about our 
life together at North Park Covenant Church. 
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Community Concern
sally johnson n Chair
The Board of Community Concern is the church’s primary link with our community. The board 
seeks to identify both the strengths and the needs in our neighborhood and brings those needs 
to the church. These include both service and justice concerns. We also believe that ministry to 
the community is ministry to the congregation. Doing mission in our community is good for the 
church, as members grow through volunteering in service to our neighbors.
 During 2015 we identified four top priorities for our attention:
 Strengthening our ties with the four programs or organi-
zations we give money to. These include the church’s own  
Peterson School Tutoring Program and North Park Friendship  
Center, along with the North River Commission and the  
Albany Park Community Center. We learned more about the 
two outside programs and how they serve the neighborhood, 
and we encouraged church members to volunteer with the 
Friendship Center and Peterson School tutoring.
 Launching and building the Hibbard School project. In 
June, we met together with the New Day Planning Commit-
tee (NDPC), an ad hoc group that had spent several months studying the 
community and congregation. The NDPC recommended that the church  
develop a project to help Hibbard School, primarily through recruiting church 
volunteers to help out at the school, and the board agreed. As 2015 ended, we had 11 volun-
teers, providing services ranging from tutoring to library assistance to office help to leading 
classes in art projects. Two are just beginning their service, and one is awaiting placement. The 
school needs help from anyone willing, and the volunteers are finding this a good experience.
 Working together with the Open Doors Group. This loosely organized group began in response 
to an adult formation series on the church and social issues. They took the name Open Doors  
because their interests focused on how to make our church doors truly open even to people who 
may be different from most of us. During 2015, the group focused on how we as a church can 
move toward becoming fully welcoming of our LGBT neighbors, as well as issues of economic 
inequality. As the year closed, we began discussing how the church might affirm our Muslim 
neighbors and support the country’s welcome to Muslim refugees.
 Developing issue-oriented resources related to the 2016 elections. We didn’t get far on this 
goal in 2015 but will be picking it up now early in 2016. We already have one volunteer outside 
the board who has offered to work with us on it, and if there are others who are interested, we 
would welcome hearing from them.
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More happenings This Year
The Coffeehouse was well 
attended and a wonderful 
time was had by all in March.

Our softball team 
won the Pinley Cup! 

Go North Park!

The Halloween Hot Chocolate 
Bar was a great success on a 
chilly night!
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Church Staff
Robert W. Hoey, Interim Pastor
rhoey@npcovenant.org, ext. 512

Jeff Hunter, Interim Associate Pastor
jhunter@npcovenant.org, ext. 511

Libby Piotrowski, Children’s Minister
lpiotrowski@npcovenant.org, ext. 515

Natalie Swanson, Youth Intern
nswanson@npcovenant.org

Blake Thomas, Youth Intern
bthomas@npcovenant.org

Charles M. Olson, Interim Director of Music
colson@npcovenant.org

Brian Ward, Organist/Assistant Dir. of Music
bward@npcovenant.org

Carol Long, Chancel Handbell Choir Director
mscarollong@gmail.com

Ann-Marie Frisk, Church Administrator
afrisk@npcovenant.org, ext. 500

Rob Anderson, Bookkeeper
operations@npcovenant.org

The North Park Friendship Center
3448 West Foster Avenue

Chicago, Illinois 60625
www.friendshipcenterchicago.org n (773) 267-8395 n npfc@friendshipcenterchicago.org

Dean Morris, Director of Pantry Operations

North Park Church Cooperative Preschool
www.nppreschool.com n (773) 463-0055, ext. 520 n preschool@npcovenant.org

Rebecca Edwards, Director & Lead Teacher
Lyndsey Wellner and Lila Fejzic, Assistant Teachers

Christian Schuetz, Custodian
cschuetz@npcovenant.org

N o r t h  P a r k  C o v e n a n t  C h u r c h
5250 North Christiana Avenue n Chicago, Illinois 60625
n p c c @ n p c o v e n a n t . o r g  n w w w. n p c o v e n a n t . o r g
Main Office (773) 463-0055 n Prayer Line (773) 463-0077
www.facebook.com/npcovenant n twitter.com/npcovenant
w w w . c e n t r a l c o n f . o r g  n w w w . c o v c h u r c h . o r g


