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November 2014

Dear Friends in Christ,

As you gather for your congregational Annual Meeting, let me say I am so deeply  
grateful for the partnership we share in this movement we call the Evangelical  
Covenant Church (ECC).
 You are one among 850 other congregations within our 11 regions here in the 
United States and Canada. As a cord of three strands—congregation, region,  
denomination—we impact over 2.5 million lives here and in 42 countries on five 
continents.
 We do so as we pursue five mission priorities. We:
  • Start and Strengthen Churches    
  • Make and Deepen Disciples   
  • Develop Leaders
  • Love Mercy and Do Justice
  • Serve Globally
We are humbled by the momentum in each of these areas. Indeed, a friend of mine 
who leads a different organization says the ECC as a smaller denomination “fights 
above its weight class.” I like that we do indeed take on out-size challenges relative 
to our size. Find out more on our web site at covchurch.org. In particular watch the 
video “Multiply”, an informative and inspiring overview of how God is at work.
 But I have found Kingdom progress depends on a simple foundational bibli-
cal principle. The only way the mission of God goes forward is through countless 
faithful acts carried out by countless faithful people. It is true of your church. It is 
also true of our partnership. And so above everything else, thank you for the count-
less faithful acts you carry out in ministry to your congregation, community, and  
beyond . . . and thank you for your faithful acts of partnership with your regional 
conference and the ECC as a whole.
 I have found that good strategies mean little if there is not a good team. I am grate-
ful to God to serve on this Covenant team with you. You will hear me say that the 
name Covenant really means “In it Together.” And so, together, may we go deeper in 
Christ and further in mission.

In Christ,

Gary Walter, President
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December 2014
Dear Central Conference Churches:

Thank you very much for a good year of ministry in our conference. It was full of 
challenges and opportunities.
 We were able to receive another five churches into our fellowship of churches. 
We continued with our efforts to assist churches in their efforts to become health-
ier and more missional. This even included six churches coming together for two  
different Navigate sessions. We participated in the denomination’s Annual Meet-
ing, which was in Chicago, by hosting what was called “Experience Chicagoland.” 
We didn’t plant any new churches but spent the year in activities to strengthen the  
fellowship between our existing new plants. We had a special sharing of informa-
tion gathering for our Hispanic churches. We also co-hosted a gathering with North 
Park University for all of our churches in the Chicago area. The purpose was to share  
information with those churches in an effort to promote better collaboration between 
the conference and the University community.
 I want you to know that I am very excited about what I believe God has in store 
for us as a conference in this coming year. We look forward to the new churches that 
will be planted and the participation of our existing churches in making this happen. 
We have new ministry initiatives that we are currently working on to bring to fruition.
 On behalf of the conference staff and the conference executive board, I thank you 
for your partnership with us in the work that God has given us to do. And as you  
prepare for your congregation’s annual meeting, please remember to select delegates 
to our Central Conference Annual Meeting. It will be held on April 24-25, 2015, and 
hosted by Batavia Covenant Church in Batavia, IL.

May God bless you richly,

Rev. Jerome Nelson
Superintendent

5

FROM THE CONFERENCE



Children Born into the Church Family 
Felix Leif Fernandez, son of Johanna and Abel* Fernandez, born May 6, 2014
Zoey Hope Chase-Ziolek, daughter of Su and Andrew Chase-Ziolek, born  
 November 18, 2014

The Sacrament of Baptism
Annalisa Evelyn Ward, daughter of Maria and Brian Ward, February 2, 2014
Lilly Anastasia Milostrazich, daughter of Lyubov and Robert Milostrazich, June 29, 2014
Oscar Francis Poshyvanyk, son of Kelly* and Paul* Poshyvanyk, August 10, 2014
Darren Michael DeRousse, November 2, 2014
Ellia Ivette DeRousse, daughter of Kristine and Darren DeRousse, November 2, 2014
Felix Leif Fernandez, son of Johanna and Abel* Fernandez, November 2, 2014

Those United in Marriage 
James Meyer & Kristin Engebretson, April 26, 2014, North Park Covenant Church
Sarah Njaa & David* Hill, September 16, 2014, Camden, Maine
Amy Olson & Thomas* Richardson, October 18, 2014, North Park Covenant Church
Caitrin Nordstrom & Colby* Mecher, November 9, 2014, North Park Covenant   
 Church

Confirmed in the Faith on May 11, 2014
Hannah Eleanor Clifton-Soderstrom 
Catherine Susan DeVarenne 
Emma Sigrunn DeVarenne   
Allison Paige Pearson
Camille Miranda Smith
Ian James Smith

New Members Received on September 21, 2014
Tracy Bloomingburg  Jessica Erickson 
Claire Cole  Kimberly Frost 
Krista Dawson  ElenaClaire Lindholtz 
Darren DeRousse  Aaron Nilson  
Kristine DeRousse  Rachel Olson 
Ellen “Sandy” Edstrom  Delores Oluwole  
Kristen Engebretson  Catherine Werner
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Members Lost through Death
Nels Arthur “Art” Edstrom, March 23, 2014, Chicago, IL
Gladys Swanson, April 17, 2014, Northbrook, IL
Lois Heffernan, July 30, 2014, Chicago, IL
Helen Fredrickson, September 3, 2014, Northbrook, IL
Janice K. Gray, October 7, 2014, Chicago, IL
Ruth Holmsten, November 13, 2014, Northbrook, IL
Zoey* Hope Chase-Ziolek, December 16, 2014

Transfers of Membership
Charles and Sharon Peterson, to St. James Cathedral, Chicago, IL
Stina Dufour, to Trinity Grace Church, New York, NY
Larry Knipp, to Broadway Covenant Church, Rockford, IL
Andy Meyer, to Winnetka Covenant Church, Wilmette, IL
Kristian and Laura Werling, to Winnetka Covenant Church, Wilmette, IL

Total membership at the end of 12/31/13  521
Members received in 2014       14
Members lost through death        -6
Members lost through transfer       -7
Total church membership as of December 31, 2014 522

* non-member

Submitted respectfully.
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The very best way I know to open this report is to say thank you for your prayers for 
our staff, for me and the rest of the church leadership, and for our entire congrega-
tion. They mean more than you can know.
 During the year past, we raised a remarkable amount of money to repair and 
restore our building. Except for the tower, the exterior of the building is in  
better condition than it has been for decades. We have an entirely new roof on the 
1929 portion of the building. We have had extensive repairs done to the exteri-
or masonry. We have replaced over 50 leaky and outdated windows. Making the  
exterior weather-tight has had the temporary effect of driving the residual moisture 
in the walls toward the interior, accelerating some of the damage to plaster and 
stone. The Trustees will be addressing those issues in the near future. What remains 
to be done in the next few years is to reach a decision about the tower and then  
make sure we have some additional funds beyond what we have already raised to do 
the necessary work. Meanwhile, the tower has been stabilized temporarily.  
 My huge thanks to those who managed and oversaw this work and to all of you 
who dug deep to help pay for it. We are now regularly putting money aside for  
capital expenses so we have funds in reserve for the inevitable future needs. “Pay as 
you go” needs to be our slogan. Since wear and tear take place little by little over the 
years, the money to fix the accumulated wear and tear needs to be accumulated little 
by little, as well, so we do not pass our expenses on to future generations.      
 Among my unmet goals as church chair have been addressing some problems in 
the way our church is organized. The Mutual Ministry Committee needs restructur-
ing. We need to streamline our committee structure in general. I would like to help 
in strengthening our financial stewardship and in supporting those who give of their 
time and talent. Between now and the end of my term of office in April, I hope to be 
able to help address these concerns.
 Meanwhile, I am thankful for the many talented and devoted people who have 
shared in the responsibility of leading the congregation. Important groundwork 
has been done on setting a vision for how we as a congregation can minister to 
our neighbors. Much of what has been done in many areas of responsibility— 
financial management is one example—is relatively invisible but time-consuming 
and often exhausting. I say it again: we who are in leadership positions thank you for 
your support and prayers. 
 As I write this, we are still in the midst of a difficult and often confusing situation. 
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Pastor Mark Nilson has been on leave of absence since November 9. On January 
18, in worship, Chris Rosell reported to the congregation on where things currently 
stand. This is a time to be mutually supportive, gentle, hopeful, and prayerful. Thank 
you for your many kind words during this time. We in leadership only hope we can 
live up to the confidence you have placed in us.
 Many years ago, North Park Covenant Church was regarded as being the flagship 
church of the Covenant Church. That always struck me as being the biggest frog in a 
very small pond. I doubt many think of us that way anymore. We are a small to mid-
sized congregation with a lot of wonderful people and a fine but, in the big picture, 
humble tradition. Our task, like that of all churches, is to become what we already 
are: God’s beloved people, God’s humble servants, and custodians of good news.   
 In a recent issue of the Christian Century, Katherine Willis Pershey writes humor-
ously and profoundly about covenants. She quotes Eugene Peterson, who called  
being in a covenant relationship “a long obedience in the same direction.” That, too, 
is the call on us at North Park Covenant Church: long obedience together, in the 
same direction.
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Elise Steel
ASSOCIATE PASTOR
January started off with a delay for me, as Ben and I were stranded in Washing-
ton for an extra week with canceled flight after canceled flight. We finally made it 

home only to be greeted by four feet 
of snow in our driveway. That month, 
the Junior High Group—along with 
leaders Laura Rudeen, Blake Thomas, 
and I—headed to Covenant Harbor  
Bible Camp in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin,  
for a weekend retreat: Deep Freeze. It 
was an eventful time of carpet ball and 
winter Olympics, the latter in which 
we brought home the Gold. We had 
a not-so-great speaker and band, but 

that only made for better conversation as we wrestled through truths about God. 
 February was the ONE Life Retreat for 
the Senior High League. This retreat, also 
referred to as the “Ski Retreat,” is hosted 
by Covenant Point Bible Camp in Iron 
River, Michigan. We experienced sub- 
zero temperatures, but that didn’t keep 
us from the outdoor fun to be had. We 
won the championship round of broom-
ball, many people skied or snowboard-
ed, some of us cross-country skied and 
snowshoed, and the majority of us took 
a ride on the sledding hill. It was a great 
weekend to be challenged in how we live out our faith and enjoy quality worship 
over the three days spent away. The biggest perk of the retreat? Cell phones didn’t 
work, so they weren’t a distraction! The low of the trip was that we had to come 
home a day early because a horrible blizzard was going to hit the next day. February 
was also the Midwinter Conference for the Covenant denomination. This year it was 
in Chicago, and I had my big ordination interview, which I passed! 
 Also in February, we created our first church devotional, where members of the 
church contributed to a Lenten devotional booklet. Each day featured a congregant’s 

for youth and young 
adult ministries

	  

	  



reflections on the Bible passages for the day. It was a gift to journey through Lent with 
this devotional guide.   
 In April, the day every Junior Higher had been talking and dreaming about all 
year long happened—the Junior High Lock-in. We had over 20 students signed up 
to stay up for the majority of the night, hyped up on sugar and caffeine. We played 
a plethora of games, watched Frozen, and then ate again. It was definitely a night 
to remember! Each year the lock-in happens, I give a special thanks to God for our 
incredible volunteers, who stay up all night and make it all possible. We also had 
a “sleepover” for the Senior High—though not a lot of sleep happened. We played 
a bunch of games and watched a movie. They were a bit mellower group than the 
Junior High. 

   May was a full month, filled with the last Junior High 
gathering of the year, Gutter Day, Youth Sunday, and  
Senior Banquet, to name a few of the things we did. 
We had our second annual Gutter Day that Libby and I 
planned together. This event was inspired by a woman 
I knew in Olympia, Washington. She would invite the 
entire neighborhood over to her house to play outdoor 
games and return at the end of the evening for the larg-
est ice-cream sundae most kids had ever seen. The best 
part was—it was served in cleaned-out gutter. Libby and 
I couldn’t pass up an opportunity to play games with our 
kindergarten through eighth graders and then serve them 
potentially the largest sundae they’d ever had. We had a 

wonderful time! 
 Youth Sunday was one of my favorite Sundays of the whole year because the youth 
led it all! From worship to collecting tithes and offerings, the students were the ones 
who led us in worship for the day. We were privileged to hear from our graduating 
seniors and had the opportunity to pray over them, as each one would head off to 
different colleges in the fall. 
 And we certainly had a chance to  
celebrate the graduating class of 2014 
at the Senior Banquet in May. It was an 
amazing evening where the students 
dressed their best, we had a delicious 
meal followed by a slideshow of our  
seniors throughout the years, toasts done 
by fellow students to graduating seniors, 
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and ended the evening in prayer. 
  June was a month to catch my breath and start 
planning the summer schedule. I ventured to the  
Hyatt O’Hare for the Covenant Annual Meeting. It was 
at this service that I was ordained. This was an incredi-
bly moving experience for me, and my mom came for 
the celebration. 
   July was kicked off with a trip to Great America for 
both the Junior and Senior High students. This was a 
great day since the temperatures were not as hot as the 
previous year. In July, the Senior High group got togeth-
er for a BBQ hosted by different families each week, and 
the Junior High students met up once a month for an 

activity dependent upon the size of the group. July was also a month full of Covenant 
Softball, as Ben joined the team this year. The games were always enjoyable to watch, 
and we should be proud of our North Park team! 
 August was another month of enjoying the days of summer. The Senior Highers 
had a few more BBQs, and as the summer started to wind down, the fall activities 
definitely came into full swing. 
 In September, all programming started up again with a whole new group of faces 
in both the Junior and Senior High ministries—from leaders to students. Septem-
ber also kicked off our College-age Bible Study again. We are studying the book of  
Revelation. Sunday School also began again, also studying the book of Revelation. 
 October was another full month 
with youth groups in full swing. 
The Senior High League, some  
stellar leaders, and I headed down to 
Kankakee State Park for a night in the 
wilderness. We camped on the cold-
est night of the fall in a site that was 
a huge open field. Nevertheless, we 
had an adventure. We made “hobo” 
dinners, roasted s’mores, and played 
games. The next day, we hiked the 
trails and then headed home. It was 
fun enough that the kids insisted we do again, but a little earlier in the fall so it’s 
not so cold. The Senior High group, leaders, and I spent Halloween night together. 
We trick-or-canned for the Friendship Center. This means we collected canned food  
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instead of candy (but most people gave us some candy, too). We collected just 
over 100 cans of food. We then returned to the church for a movie. This movie was  
selected by the students and was a bit scary—but I guess only for me. October was 
also the month I started pairing up folks to be in small groups. This was a great  
success for the groups I was able to gather together. I hope to continue to pair up 
folks in the New Year. The last few months have been a little busier for me, so when 
things slow down I’ll return to that. 

 In November, we had our first- 
ever Midnight Madness. This is a Junior 
High event where the students show up 
at 8 p.m. and we play games nonstop 
until midnight (well, we stop for an ice 
cream/pizza break). This event was a 
great success, minus the tired parents 
who had to come fetch their children 
at midnight. Also in November, we had 
our third annual Senior High Thanks-

giving at my home the week prior to Thanksgiving. We ate enchiladas and played a 
game of fishbowl—a youth group favorite. 
 December was a very full month. With the plethora of special Christmas services, 
youth group parties, and the completion of Bible study, there was never a dull moment. 
This month we had an Advent 
Devotional booklet, comprised of 
writings from our congregation. 
The Junior High group celebrat-
ed Christmas Hawaiian style with 
a luau. This consisted of palm 
trees, pink flamingos, limbo, and  
Hawaiian punch. The Senior 
High Christmas party was hosted  
graciously by the Surridges. We 
had a fun time eating, playing games, and enjoying the bounty of our white elephant 
gifts. I had the opportunity to preach on Christmas Eve, and early on Christmas morn-
ing, Ben and I flew out to Washington to celebrate the season with our families. 
 This past year had many good and wonderful things happen, along with some 
harder, more challenging things. I am grateful for the new faces that have come into 
the various ministries here at North Park Covenant Church and for the familiar ones 
that make this a wonderful place to see God at work. 

	  

	  



Dear Church Family and Friends,

I can’t believe I’ve been in this position for almost nine years! What a joy it is to 
be with the children of this church and to have opportunity to serve the greater  
congregation as well! Thank you for your support and care and grace. Below are 
some highlights from 2014:

Vacation Bible School 2014
 • More than 120 children in attendance, drawing  
  from neighborhood and other area churches
 • Partnership with Grace Covenant Church
 • A lot of fun, learning, growing, and praising!
 • Looking ahead: June 22-26, 2015, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. (extended day on  
  Wednesday and party on Friday)
 
Sunday School     
 • 40 children on the roster 
 • New families have joined us: Tim and Maria Ciccone (Caleb, Josiah, Samantha,  
   Ethan), Barbara and Nathan Nordlund  
  (Sanne, Ivy, Nilsa)
 • Preschool through 4th grade continue  
  to enjoy a rotation curricular model
 • Regular Sunday-morning breakfast  
  meetings with teachers
 • 5th and 6th grade continue in their  
  own classes (preparation for Confir- 
  mation)
 • Many thanks to Brian Ward for lead- 
  ing us in music together each Sunday  
  morning
 • An enormous thank you to all of the Sunday School teachers for their commit- 
  ment and energy (Joline Schultz, Barb Goode, Alyssa Anderson, Alyona Thorpe,  
  Julia Cushing, Rachel Olson, Lisa Ziems, Greg LeVardi, Mark Schukas, Jeff and  
  Kristen Hunter, Andrew Reese-Clauson)
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Additional Highlights
 • Many thanks to all of the parents who regularly serve as childcare providers  
  in our childcare rooms, and a very special thank you to Sue Vandervoort,  
  who regularly spends time with these children!
 • Our camping programs (both summer and winter camps) remain strong.  

    Children from our church continue to  
    receive a care package from the church  
    while they are away at camp during the  
    summer. The campers seem to really  
    enjoy knowing that we are thinking of  
    and praying for them.
 • Sleepovers were all the rage in the  
    winter/spring of 2014: I have opened  
    them up to ALL Sunday school kids in      
    1st-6th grade. It is so much fun to be  
    with them, to have fun and hang out.
 • Second annual Gutter Night, May 7

 • In February, I took a whole mess of  
  3rd through 6th graders to Covenant  
  Harbor Bible Camp for WinterFest.  
  We had a fabulous time. Many thanks  
  to Scott Applequist for driving the bus  
  and helping to chaperone!

Submitted with Gratitude and Thanksgiving.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Will Bromley, Co-chair

The 52 Days Campaign has brought in needed funds for physical plant repair, including:
 • The church has a new roof. Thank you to Jay Nordstrom for all his time and  
  supervision.
 • Major tuckpointing has been completed. Some water was trapped in the walls,  
  causing the bubbling plaster. The plaster is to be repaired in 2015. Lintels were  
  replaced over windows in the Toddler and K-1 rooms. Tuckpointers removed 
  dangerous limestone pieces from the arches in the sanctuary.
 • New windows were installed in the educational building. Thank you to the  
  Preschool for contributing $15,000 toward the cost of the 52 windows.
 • The decision to rebuild the bell tower ($321,000) or shorten the bell tower  
  ($103,000) has yet to be made.
 • Tires have been replaced on the church bus. Also fixed were rear brakes,  
  exhaust leak, main drive line belt, back-up beeping module, and leaking  
  power steering fluid.
 • The hot water boiler had its low water control, circulating pump, and bearings  
  replaced.
 • Building security remains an issue. The sanctuary’s front doors have had manual  
  bolts added. 
 • Rob Anderson has joined the church staff as bookkeeper. Thank you to Joline  
  Schultz for all her work as interim volunteer bookkeeper.
 • A new fee schedule has been adopted for church space rentals.

The Trustees wish to thank the congregation for their support of all the above initia-
tives and the day-to-day operations of the church. We strive to be good stewards of 
the resources we have been provided. God is good!
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BOARD OF DEACONS
Christine Rosell, Chair
The Deacons have been doing their work this year. We have served at funeral and 
memorial services, made and served dinner for gather, served communion, and  
visited those unable to attend church, bringing them cards and flowers from the  
congregation and, occasionally, communion.
 Thanks to Chuck Olson, we have a new ushering protocol and program, which is 
up and running.
 Sue Anderson spearheaded an effort to serve communion in the pews with  
fewer people, as the number on the board is smaller than it used to be. This has been  
carried out successfully. We also have a list of others, not currently serving as  
Deacons, who are willing to serve communion with us.
 We are in the process of reconfiguring our care team approach and hope to  
implement this in the near future.
 We have also begun looking at the Bridge Builders program for welcoming all to 
our church and helping them to feel included.
 It has been my privilege to chair this fine group of servants of God and the church 
for the last year and a half. Their willingness to serve has made it a joy to work along-
side them.

Respectfully submitted. 
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN FORMATION
Kim Schiller, Chair

The Board of Christian Formation would like to recognize and thank Maria Ward for 
her work and leadership as chair for the first half of 2014. Her efforts helped to shape 
our board in a very positive way. 
 2014 was a full and energizing year. We have focused on supporting ministries 
of the church and creating a few new opportunities for growth. Moving our Adult 
Formation time from Sunday mornings during the Sunday School hour to Wednesday 
night gather has been meaningful for many who were unable to join a class due 
to their own obligations with teaching Sunday School to the children of the church. 
Many of the studies and topics have pushed us all to move beyond our comfort zone 
to make us think and to help us grow in our faith.
 North Park Church Cooperative Preschool continues to be a thriving program un-
der the direction of Laura (formerly Taglioli) Christopherson. Congratulations on your 
2014 nuptials! We all wish you blessings and joy in your marriage. The preschool 
said goodbye to one teacher assistant, Una Dunphy, and hello to two new assistants, 
Lyndsey Wellner and Suzie Harris, for the 2014-2015 school year. We are blessed to 
have such amazing and capable people influencing these energetic young minds.
 Our church continues to support Covenant Harbor and Covenant Point by sending 
our children and youth to camp each summer. Look out for the upcoming camping 
pancake breakfast, to be held Saturday, March 7. Last fall, Bill Faude drove the church 
bus to Covenant Harbor so we could work to improve a cabin. The Adopt-a-Cabin 
incentive became an Adopt-a-Bathroom project. Thirteen faithful and hardworking 
members of the church began work on the bathroom building in Kishwauketoe.  
Hopefully, the first through third graders will really appreciate the new colors,  
carpentry and electrical. Many of us felt blessed to help, but we were more blessed 
by working side by side in community.  
 The fall Ministy Fair was a great success, bringing together our community to show 
each other what is happening in the church and giving opportunity for members and 
friends to plug in. Even though the late summer bees joined the festivities, they were 
not included in ministry.
 The VBS theme in 2014 was Wilderness Escape, helping children from many 
churches and neighborhoods see God’s direction for our lives and how he provides 
what we need. Under Libby’s amazing leadership, the week was a great success. The 
2015 theme is Thailand Trek and will be from June 22-26. Watch your bulletins and 
The Narthex for how you can help make the week joyful for all.  
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 Pastor Elise continues to be a stable presence for our Junior and Senior Highers.  
She has taken on two amazing interns from North Park University, Blake Thomas and 
Natalie Swanson. We know our interns are learning a great deal from Pastor Elise and 
from our kids. Both programs are well attended and strong, and our youth are eager 
to come.  
 We look forward in 2015 to bringing back Little Town of Bethlehem, providing 
community outreach and a way for our own church community to participate togeth-
er. We are also planning many ways for our church to build community within our 
congregation.

Blessings and Peace.



The Board of Community Concern (BCC) stands in that borderland where the congre-
gation and the community meet. We implement and support programs that address 
our neighbors’ needs, through our church and through other organizations, and we 
provide opportunities and resources for the congregation to consider issues of struc-
tural injustice and social need.
  The BCC sponsors the Peterson School Tutoring Program, which is managed by 
church volunteer Ruthanne Werner under the board’s general oversight. The board 
also maintains a relationship with the North Park Friendship Center. In addition, we 
provide annual membership contributions to the North River Commission, where we 
have representation on the board, and to the Albany Park Neighborhood Council.  
  Among our church-oriented activities during 2014 were:
  • Two dramatic performances by the Civil Rights Arts Project, which also  
    shares space in our building
  • The Palm Sunday community walk, combining neighborhood observations  
   with trash clean-up
  • A discussion on immigration, in preparation for the resolution that was to be  
   introduced at the Covenant Annual Meeting
  • A Moment for Mission on domestic violence, along with a page on the  
   church web site offering basic information and resources

 The BCC has maintained a liaison relationship with the New Day Project Com-
mittee, an ad hoc committee of the congregation at large that is working toward 
identifying and launching a major new outreach project. Another partnership is with 
the Open Doors Group, an informal group that initially grew from an adult Sunday 
School series sponsored by the board. Together with Open Doors, the BCC sponsored 
a series of four discussions on sexuality. The board and Open Doors also presented a 
film by Ky Dickens telling her own story of self-discovery as a lesbian, and a film by 
Robert Reich on income inequality.
  As 2014 closes, we are in the process of creating a welcome card that church 
members can use to invite friends or strangers to our church, and we have begun 
discussing another possible new outreach tool for development early in 2015.
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BOARD OF COMMUNITY CONCERN
Sally Johnson, Interim Chair
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The year brought more changes to the music program at North Park Covenant Church. 
Our new Director of Music, Randall Moore, who began with us in September 2013, 
is now well into his second programmatic year, bringing us his vision and interpreta-
tion of music for worship.
 After the hiring of Randall, we continued right on as a constitutionally mandated 
Search Committee as we looked for a new organist. The position and job description 
was revised to be called Assistant Director of Music and Organist. The responsibili-
ties were expanded to include assisting the Director of Music and leadership of an 
additional musical group, among other duties. In March, the congregation voted 
to hire Brian Ward for this position. Brian had been our accompanist for the early  
service for some time, and was our Interim Organist leading up to this hiring.
 A few highlights of the year: 
  • The Chancel Choir was challenged to prepare Szymanowski’s Stabat Mater  
   for the Good Friday service.  
  • Two North Park University music majors, Carol Long and Rachel New, led  
   our Chancel Bell Choir
  • Brian Ward continued to work with our Senior High league students in  
   various musical ways, both for their own meetings and occasionally during  
   worship
  • Randall Moore began working again with the children, preparing them for  
   participation in worship. Sandra Kersten is assisting in leadership and  
   accompaniment.  
  • Several choir alumni joined the Chancel Choir in preparing Vivaldi’s Gloria  
   for a Sunday worship service in Advent. 

My thanks go to the faithful members of the Music Committee. In addition to our staff 
members Randall and Brian, committee members are: Janet Lungren, Janette Smith, 
Janis Rueping, Kay Olson, Linda Townsend, and Barbara Hunt.

MUSIC COMMITTEE
Cheryl Borgeson, Chair
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