
RESULTS	FROM	THE	SURVEY	ON	HUMAN	SEXUALITY	
North	Park	Covenant	Church	|	August	2016	

	
Background	
	
For	several	years	a	significant	number	of	our	church	members	have	been	considering	our	church’s	engagement	with	persons	
of	 varying	 sexual	 orientations	 and	 gender	 identities.	 The	 question	 of	 how	 to	 be	 the	 body	 of	 Christ	 in	 light	 of	 this	 very	
important	topic	is	a	challenging	one	and	one	that	many	at	NPCC	desire	to	engage.	This	kind	of	engagement	takes	courage	and	
trust.	It	also	requires	that	we	care	for	one	another	in	the	process.	Toward	the	end	of	healthy	dialogue,	a	human	sexuality	task	
force	put	together	a	survey	in	order	to	gauge	the	thoughts,	feelings,	and	hopes	of	NPCC	members	and	friends.	All	were	invited	
to	 participate	 in	 the	 survey	 regardless	 of	 their	 views	 and	 encouraged	 to	 be	 honest	 so	 that	 our	whole	 church	 can	 begin	 to	
understand	each	other	better.	
	
Results	
	
Respondent	Overview	
The	 survey	 garnered	 a	 high	 rate	 of	 participation	 with	 164	 individuals	 participating.	 	 The	 average	 attendance	 at	 Sunday	
worship	for	NPCC	is	177.	The	following	provides	an	overview	of	respondent	demographics:	
	

Gender	 Percent	 Count	
Male	 		38.7%	 			63	
Female	 		61.3%	 		100	
Skipped	Question	 					---	 					1	

	
Age	 Percent	 Count	
12-18	 				7.3%		 			12	
19-29	 			14.0%	 			23	
30-49	 			22.6%	 			37	
50-65	 			23.8%	 			39	
Over	65	 			32.3%	 			53	
Skipped	Question	 							---	 					0	

	
Member	/	Non-Member	 Percent	 Count	
Member	of	NPCC	 				78.3%		 		126	
Non-member	but	regular	attender	 				21.7%	 				35	
Skipped	Question	 							---	 						3	



	
Persons	that	you	know	who	identify	as	LGBTQ*	
[Respondent	could	check	all	that	apply]	

	 Count	

A	family	member	 		 				65	
A	close	friend	 	 				92	
A	business/professional	associate	 	 				99	
An	acquaintance	 				 		125	
Skipped	Question	 	 						0	

															
	 		*	100%	of	respondents	know	someone	who	identifies	as	LGBTQ	
	
Responses	to	Survey	Questions	
The	following	series	of	charts	report	on	the	respondent’s	selection	to	each	of	the	substantive	survey	questions.	Responses	are	
displayed	as	a	percent	that	selected	each	answer	option.	A	small	percentage	of	respondents	opted	to	skip	one	or	more	of	the	
survey	questions.	
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Q1	We	should	welcome	all	to	worship	in	our	church,	
regardless	of	a	person's	sexual	orientation

fully	agree somewhat	agree neutral somewhat	disagree fully	disagree
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Q2	We	should	welcome	those	who	are	gay	and	lesbian	to	
worship	in	our	church	regardless	of	their	relationship	

status	as	single,	committed	to	a	partner,	married,	divorced,	
or	remarried.	

fully	agree somewhat	agree neutral somewhat	disagree fully	disagree
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Q3	A	person's	sexual	orientation	or	gender	identity	should	
not	exclude	that	person	from	being	eligible	for	membership	

in	our	church	

fully	agree somewhat	agree neutral somewhat	disagree fully	disagree
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Q4	A	gay	or	lesbian	person's	relationship	status	as	single,	
committed	to	a	partner,	married,	divorced,	or	remarried	
should	not	exclude	that	person	from	being	eligible	for	

membership	in	our	church.	

fully	agree somewhat	agree neutral somewhat	disagree fully	disagree
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Q5	Anyone	with	appropriate	qualifications	regardless	of	
sexual	orientation,	gender	identity,	or	marital	status,	
should	be	eligible	to	serve	on	our	church	staff	in	non-

pastoral	positions.	

fully	agree somewhat	agree neutral somewhat	disagree fully	disagree
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Q6	Anyone	with	appropriate	qualifications	regardless	of	
sexual	orientation,	gender	identity,	or	marital	status,	should	
be	eligible	to	serve	on	our	church	staff	in	pastoral	positions.	

fully	agree somewhat	agree neutral somewhat	disagree fully	disagree
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Q7	Anyone	with	appropriate	qualifications,	regardless	of	
sexual	orientation,	gender	identity,	or	marital	status,	
should	be	eligible	to	serve	our	church	as	a	lay	leader	or	

Sunday	School	teacher.	

fully	agree somewhat	agree neutral somewhat	disagree fully	disagree
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Q8	All	who	in	faith	seek	baptism	or	dedication	for	
themselves	or	their	children,	regardless	of	the	parent's	or	
child's	sexual	orientation,	gender	identity,	or	marital	
status,	should	be	welcome	to	participate	in	baptism	or	

dedication	in	our	church.	

fully	agree somewhat	agree neutral somewhat	disagree fully	disagree
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Q9	All	who	in	faith,	regardless	of	sexual	orientation,	gender	
identity,	or	marital	status,	wish	to	receive	communion	in	
our	church	should	be	welcome	to	participate	in	that	

sacrament.	

fully	agree somewhat	agree neutral somewhat	disagree fully	disagree
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Q10	Everyone	who	seeks	pastoral	counsel	and	care	in	
our	church,	regardless	of	sexual	orientation,	gender	

identity,	or	marital	status,	should	be	welcome	to	receive	
that	care.	

fully	agree somewhat	agree neutral somewhat	disagree fully	disagree
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Biblical	Intrepretation

Meaning	of	Communion	(Lord's	…

Theology	of	Baptism/Dedication

Sexuality	and	Marriage

Politics	and	Government

Evangelism	and	Missions

Worship	Style	and	Practice

Q11	We	wish	to	gauge	the	general	comfort	level	of	our	congregation	
in	addressing	potentially	divisive	topics.		To	what	degree	do	you	
find	our	church	welcoming	to	diversity	of	belief	with	regard	to	the	

following	topics?	

Very	much

Somewhat

Little

Not	at	all

No	Response
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Biblical	Intrepretation

Personal	Experience

Church	Tradition

Laws

Political	Positions

Reason	and	Theological	Reflection

Q12	To	what	degree	do	the	following	inform	your	views	of	a	
Christian	ethics	of	sexuality	and	marriage?

Very	much

Somewhat

Little

Not	at	all

No	Response

8%

25%

35%

15%

17%

Q13	To	what	degree	do	you	find	clarity	in	the	Bible	
regarding	same-sex	relationships?	(choose	one)

I	believe	the	Bible	supports	same-sex	marriage

I	believe	the	Bible	allows	for	the	possibility	of	same-sex	marriage

I	believe	the	Bible	is	ambiguous	with	regard	to	same-sex	marriage

I	believe	the	Bible	seems	to	be	against	same-sex	marriage

I	believe	the	Bible	is	against	same-sex	marriage



Summary	of	Comments	
	

  

These are the comments which were written as a part of the survey on human sexuality 
completed by friends and members of North Park Covenant Church, spring and summer 2016.  
The task force has mildly edited them to two ends:  1) to remove identifying information  2) to 
compile similar comments so as to make the results easier to read.  (In such a case there is a 
number next to the coment which indicates the recurrence of that comment)  Spelling was also 
corrected to remove a potential distraction. 

  

If however, you would like to see all the comments (without the identifying information), please 
contact Christine Olfelt.  (olfelt@sbcglobal.net) These comments are the church's possession 
and it is the intent of the task force to clearly present her ideas, questions and opinions.  

  

There were sections of the survey on our acceptance of diversity of opinions on several topics 
and on willingness to meet for discussion.  In order to present the human sexuality portions of 
the survey by our deadline we have not yet compiled those comments.  They are also available 
in unedited format upon request.  Thank you. 

  We should welcome all to worship in our church, regardless of a person's sexual orientation 
x 
11 

Of course! Not our place to judge but to love.  Should be glad to have all people. 

x 5 I don't think this necessarily needs to be done by a statement, the expression of that sexuality not being a distraction 
  Have problem only with transgender. 
x 2 Worship must be the intention of all who come. Everyone who sincerely wants to worship God is welcome. 
    

  
We should welcome those who are gay and lesbian to worship in our church regardless of their relationship 
status as single, committed to a partner, married, divorced, or remarried. 

x2 How could we be a church of broken people if we didn't have broken people in church..? 
x4 We should apply the same standards of relationship status to straight and gay alike - 
  As long as marriage is a union between a man and a woman. 
  The only people to turn away, and that with a heavy heart, are those who are altogether disruptive or dangerous. 
  LGBTQ must have the same status as those of us who have been welcomed to NPCC since it began! 
x3 They should be welcome but why do we need to know what their sexual orientation is? 



  
We should welcome people to the church who are engaged in actively seeking to live in a life style as deemed 
appropriate by the ECC. 

    

  A person's sexual orientation or gender identity should not exclude that person from being eligible for 
membership in our church 

q If someone secretly suffers from masturbation and pornography addiction should they be excluded from membership? 
q If one's sexual orientation and/or gender identity conflicts with the affirmations of membership, then I feel it is up to those 

in the teaching and pastoral positions to work out with potential members what that entails for them and their 
membership into NPCC. However, as a member of the ECC, it seems that though the denomination has made no 
statement saying it condones homosexuality, it has made statements that encourage a compassionate approach 
towards our brothers and sisters who identify themselves with the homosexual orientation. Thus I feel barring 
membership to those who identify as such would not be in keeping with the affirmations of the ECC on this matter, and 
would only alienate those to whom we should be reaching out to. I think a similar approach may also apply to those who 
struggle with gender identity. 

x 5 Agree, if membership does not conflict with stated policies of our local church and its denomination. 
q Membership into the church, includes committing to living a life in full alignment with His teachings and direction for life 

on earth, God does not teach that practicing a lifestyle which includes the LGBTQ community is the correct path in life to 
take. Unless we are committed to strive toward living into God's perfect plan and direction for our lives, taking that vow 
and commitment of membership should not be possible. 

q 100% Agree!  Membership is based on a profession of faith in Jesus Christ and a desire to grow into a Christ-follower 
(an on-going process for all of us). 

q  I am not against them hearing the gospel.  But I will not accept them as members I will leave 
    

  
A gay or lesbian person's relationship status as single, committed to a partner, married, divorced, or remarried 
should not exclude that person from being eligible for membership in our church. 

x4  
Where is it written that we, believers in Christ, followers of Jesus (Christians) are to be the judge of all people?    
Membership is based on a profession of faith in Jesus Christ and a desire to grow into a Christ-follower 

q People should be counseled on matters of sexuality in the ECC when approaching the church for membership. 
q Relationship status should be considered the same for anyone 
x2 Wondering what the ECC's position is on this as a denomination 
q How else can we effectively reach these types of people, or any other type? 



q We must also recognize the differences between sexual orientation and sexual behavior (i.e. a person may 
identify as homosexual but not act on it, while another person may identify as heterosexual but engage in 
immoral sexual behavior, etc.)  In any event, the ECC asserts that while we are clear on the biblical stance on 
marriage and sexuality we must also be compassionate towards those who struggle with, and I feel that barring 
membership would not help accomplish this. 

    

  
Anyone with appropriate qualifications, regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital status, 
should be eligible to serve on our church staff in non-pastoral positions. 

q Acceptance is not synonymous with agreement 
q This depends on lifestyle.  For instance, if LGTBQ plan to be celibate and not engage in the LGTBQ lifestyle it may work.   
x3 I do not see the correlation between who and how a person loves and their ability to lead, speak life, worship, and teach. 
q I would reserve the right to decide on a case by case basis 

x3 

Questions 5-7 do not allow for the answer I would like to provide. My position is that I think gay or lesbian individuals 
should be able to serve in church roles if they are single and celibate, but not if they are married or in a sexual 
relationship. Additionally, I think any unmarried person (including heterosexual) should be celibate in order to serve in 
church positions. 

q It has been my experience that people try to push their ideas and I am fearful for influence on the children, particularly. 
q Agree, if this is in line with our local church policies and those of the denomination. 
q I only somewhat agree, because while the range of gender identities should be eligible, I do believe that assessing the 

health of one's inner conception of their gender is a relevant criteria for assessing their preparedness for ministry. 

    

  
Anyone with appropriate qualifications, regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital status, 
should be eligible to serve on our church staff in pastoral positions. 

x 9 In the light of our official position as a denomination I'm still struggling with how to answer 

x 5 
This depends on lifestyle. For instance, if LGBTQ plan to be celibate and not engage in the LGBTQ lifestyle it may work. 
If not, then I see a conflict with scripture. 

x 9 
Conflicted on this issue--I would not want our church to defy denominational policies, but would like to see the church 
encourage the denomination to pursue this possibility. 

x 3 The same standards we apply to heterosexual people should be applied to all. 
q I only somewhat agree, because while the range of gender identities should be eligible, I do believe that assessing the 

health of one's inner conception of their gender is a relevant criteria for assessing their preparedness for ministry. 
q Uncertain about this...still struggling with the scriptural mandates 
q I will not support no gay pastor. 



q My answer here is more about not wanting to push people away who feel uncomfortable with this… 
    

		

Anyone with appropriate qualifications, regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital status, 
should be eligible to serve our church as a lay leader or Sunday School teacher. 

q The sermon on the mount and I Cor 13 are priority qualifications!  Who measures up?  
q yeah…but it doesn't say, "regardless of behavior."  I think there are straight people who are horrible role models, and 

there are homosexual people who also are.  On the other hand, it's not true that LGBTQ people are more likely to be 
pedophiles or stuff like that...there is no more risk to our kids than with other kinds of people.  I don't know! 

q This depends on lifestyle.  For instance, if LGTBQ plan to be celibate and not engage in the LGTBQ lifestyle it may work.  
If not, then I see a conflict with scripture. 

q My position is that I think gay or lesbian individuals should be able to serve in church roles if they are single and celibate, 
but not if they are married or in a sexual relationship. Additionally, I think any unmarried person (including heterosexual) 
should be celibate in order to serve in church positions. 

q I don't feel that this question is a fair assessment. It is different in my mind to have a GLBT member leading a Bible study 
verses a men's or women's life group or a youth small group. Grouping lay leader or Sunday school teacher paints with 
too broad a stoke for me. 

q I think we need to have some open conversations with our children first. 
q Agree, if this is in line with our local church policies and those of the denomination. 
q No one's sexuality should be blatantly and inappropriately expressed in church.  We must hold up a standard of modesty 

in dress and behavior for all.  
q The same standards we apply to heterosexual people should be applied to all. 
q The conflation of orientation and attraction with identity and marital status makes the question difficult to answer. Many 

people experience an inward sexual variation while adhering to a traditional Christian sexual ethic. 
q Of course. Saying LGBTQ people are likely pedophiles is simply not true. 
q what are appropriate qualifications? 
q I only somewhat agree, because while the range of gender identities should be eligible, I do believe that assessing the 

health of one's inner conception of their gender is a relevant criteria for assessing their preparedness for ministry. 
q not sure - have questions myself 
q If fully vetted under our current policy I don't see why we should treat this individual any differently than anyone else. 
q What kind of example is that to the children? 
q Again, I hope that anyone, straight or queer, working with our children and young people, set a good example regarding 

sex outside of marriage. 



q My answer here is more about not wanting to push people away who feel uncomfortable with this… 
    

		

All who in faith seek baptism or dedication for themselves or their children, regardless of the parent's or child's 
sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital status, should be welcome to participate in baptism or dedication 
in our church. 

q This is a hard question...as our pastors should follow the stance of the ECC, I struggle with a pastor being able to 
participate in a baptism in a situation as described herein. 

q Baptism is based on genuine faith in Jesus. 
q Agree, if this is in line with our local church policies and those of the denomination. 
q As a part of the baptismal vows we renounce sin, so the issue here is who defines sexual orientation and behavior as 

sinful? The church or the individual? 
q children, certainly 
q We should extend every opportunity to a person seeking God. Cautious not to affirm a lifestyle we don't affirm biblically 

as a denomination. 
q I would suggest that baptism is a decision by an individual to fully commit their lives to Christ - and to following his ways. 

Baptism is not for a "perfect" person by any means, but someone on the journey. 
q Children, especially who identify as LGBTQ, need to feel the acceptance and love that accompanies baptism and 

dedication. 
q Repent then be baptized. 
    

  
All who in faith, regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, or marital status, wish to receive communion 
in our church should be welcome to participate in that sacrament. 

x 
11 

The communion table should be open to all who confess Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 

    

  
Everyone who seeks pastoral counsel and care in our church, regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity, 
or marital status, should be welcome to receive that care. 

x 6 Absolutely! 
q Pastoral care and counsel could be an incredible resource for those who are questioning their sexual identity, 

transitioning, or struggling with hate from coming out. 

x 3 Pastors need the latitude and resources to refer when they may not feel comfortable/qualified to provide care. 
q what if they wanted to get out of the lifestyle. Would there be people who would help with that????? 
    



  What informs your view on a Christian ethic of sexuality and marriage?  Comments for "Biblical Interpretation" 
q I know the Bible speaks of homosexuality in negative terms, but I've also heard convincing explanations of Biblical 

context and how it differs from what the modern church is debating. I feel like you can take pieces of Scripture to support 
almost any position; the question for me would be, "What is God saying to the church through the Scriptures and through 
the moving of the Spirit NOW?" I feel like Jesus was 

q I do not so much look to the Bible for a direct judgement on what qualifies as sexual sin, as I believe aside from the ten-
commandments and Christ's commandment to love others, there is little intention in the bible of listing universal sins that 
applies to every cultural context and every person's walk. Rather, I look to the Bible for guidance on examining and 
approaching sin in one's own and other's lives (remove the plank in your own eye before the speck in you neighbor's, do 
not judge by outer appearances, hold each other accountable in love to the convictions the spirit has made on each.) 

q Reading the full extent of biblical texts, including Jesus' lack of comments re: gender identity, has helped me to 
understand that God loves all people and calls all people to love him and love their neighbors as they love themselves. 

q My interpretation of what the Bible says to me. 
q I would benefit very much from one or more teaching sessions in this area. I would love to hear from people on both 

sides of the spectrum who have faithfully done their research and can inform me about this topic. 
q Depends on who is interpretations. 
q Underline the word "interpretation." Some think their understanding isn't an "interpretation." But of course it is. That isn't 

an argument for saying everything goes, but it is an argument for careful interpretation and letting the major themes of 
the Bible show us how to understand and use the rest. 

q This question needs the ability to expound upon it. My answer is much more complex than these 3 choices allow. 
q See above statement. Feel personally accepting, but struggle with the differing interpretations of the scriptures. 
q I take the Bible literally It is God breathed and is HIS HOLY WORD 
q I like the explanation in "Fish out of water". It made sense to me. 
q I don't believe any biblical interpretation to be correct if violence and neglect of any people groups is the outcome of such 

interpretation. 
q Also please consider that an ethic of sexuality and marriage encompasses far more than issues of sexual 

identity/orientation. 
q I look at the arc of scripture and not at five verses 
    
  What informs your view on a Christian ethic of sexuality and marriage? Comments for "Personal Experience" 



q Knowing that one of my spiritual mentors and leaders from camp and a few classmates from North Park, who are 
wonderful Christian leaders, have kept same-sex attraction under wraps and then only recently come out with it has been 
impactful for me. I certainly never felt like their friendship or leadership was lesser than that of others. I feel awkward 
about same-sex marriage, and the "two mommies, two daddies" concept is strange to me, but I am unclear as to whether 
that is because it's wrong or just because it's unfamiliar. If it's an issue of identity vs. behavior, identity vs. choices, then it 
becomes very hard for me to see how we can continually say, "God loves everyone and doesn't make mistakes" and 
then say, "Well, you can never be fully "you" because of how you were created..." 

q The great blessing of the presence of the Holy Spirit in our personal lives means that we get to have a living breathing 
relationship with God, and I try to be open to the ways in which His Spirit is revealed to me in my life and through each 
person I meet and experience that comes my way. 

q This has  been a growing edge for me, as I have come to know LGBTQ folks as committed Christians. 
q The HIV/AIDS epidemic informed and shaped my views. 
q How can we not respect and love LGBTQ people who despite years of prejudice have remained faithful to God and to 

their beloved partners. 
q I know so many good people who are LGBTQ and many of them who are people of faith and ordained in other 

denominations. I am tired of this discussion and seriously questioning after the shooting in Orlando if I can be part of a 
denomination whose stance helps continue homophobia. While I love the people of NPCC and the rich tradition of the 
Covenant in loving God and loving neighbor, this mixed message given to people who are LGBTQ is becoming 
increasingly problematic for me. Loving my neighbor means loving people who are gay and only inviting them to the door 
but not to sit down at the table seems very un-Christ like 

    
  What informs your view on a Christian ethic of sexuality and marriage? Comments for "Church Tradition" 
q I think it's an awfully sad thing if churches/pastors are pulled away from the ECC because of this issue...I know that 

mainline churches who have embraced same-sex marriage and membership have been seeing their numbers go down 
in terms of attendance, but maybe that's a mainline Protestant vs. ECC/E. Free issue...ours is a growing denomination 
anyway, from what I can tell. Unity in matters central to faith, interpretation allowed on the peripheral issues...isn't that 
one of the things that defines the ECC? 

q While the community of Church is very important to my Christian life, I believe the  Church should be a living body 
composed of its living members. If a tradition no longer fits those who are carrying it on, it is time for a new tradition. 

q Although a long standing member of NPCC I was raised in a peripatetic family that felt at home in a variety of church 
traditions. 

q However, an understanding of the historical context of statements in the Bible and practices in other eras of the church is 
necessary if we are going to do a good job of understanding God's Word for today. 



q I believe church tradition (not specifically NPCC but the American Church) has behaved very badly against people that 
don't fall in line with their perceived norms. This includes ethnicity and sexual orientation. 

    
  What informs your view on a Christian ethic of sexuality and marriage? Comments for "Laws" 
q Christ takes priority over culture 
q While Jesus spoke of upholding the Law, His life and actions showed that He did not believe in holding the literal 

translation of every law above the importance of serving and loving one another in practical ways. I struggle with finding 
meaning in the old laws, even with some of the teachings of the disciples as they seem to have been made in a time very 
different from the one we live in and to be often out of touch or irrelevant. I often seek to understand the motive or 
reasoning behind the law and apply such to my own moral compass. 

q I approve of equality in civil law 

x 5 
In the sense that laws can create/allow systems of oppression, it is important for the church to care for those who have 
been specifically marginalized. 

q When same sex marriage became legal it made our denominational position seem untenable 
    
  What informs your view on a Christian ethic of sexuality and marriage? Political Positions 
q Again, Christ over culture - hopefully! 
q I find much of the rhetoric of the so-called "Religious Right" to be hurtful and a frustration when it comes to society 

understanding who Jesus was, what God wants with our world, and the whole point of faith and following Christ. 
q I have very little commitment to any political sidings.  And what opinions I hold are not high on my list of priorities 
q We do need to be respectful of those whose politics differ from our own--and we aren't always. 
    
  What informs your view on a Christian ethic of sexuality and marriage? Reason and Theological Reflection 
q Let's do some good theology together. I support a "liberal" agenda in this area, but not one that is just knee-jerk liberal. 
q Jesus said - love all. The strongest factor affecting my opinion on human sexuality, is formed by scientific knowledge. I 

think people are born with a sexual orientation and don't choose it. Think about it - why would someone choose to bring 
on this type of struggle and hardship into their life? If it isn't a part of who they are, why would they pursue something that 
can be held against them in various aspects of their life, and especially in their spirituality, beliefs, and religious 
practices? Science states that homosexuality is a part of many species, including man. 

q theologically, love trumps all else 
q What is pietism's impact re: thoughts, feelings, conclusions 



q How would I feel if one of my children eventually turned to me in a moment of confidence and said he/she was gay? I 
would probably feel shattered in a lot of ways, but that would be accompanied by the knowledge that I love this kid, that 
I've told him/her since birth that we will love him/her NO MATTER WHAT and that he/she is a precious child of God, and 
if this is an inescapable truth about my child, I would want to focus on how he or she could be a follower of Christ in all 
aspects of life, including identity and relationships...I would be devastate for my child to be (or just feel) shunned from 
participation in he life of the Church and would hope that all my children grow up secure in their identities in Christ, no 
matter what. 

q I question everything, often, from as many viewpoints as I can.  I welcome good theological discussion when I can find it, 
and wish there was more opportunity for such in my life. 

q I don't feel able to answer this. 
q Really: who knows? Hopefully, I'll be able to pick one some day!! 
q I think there is support for it insofar as we are created in the image of God and if some people are wired differently and 

find love with someone of the same sex, but have faith in God, shouldn't there be a way for them to honor that love and 
commitment in a Christian way? Like, I don't find any justification in the Bible for casual hook-ups and promiscuous 
culture, but there have even been gay seminarians who believe they are saved through Jesus and have a lot to offer 
God's kingdom. And who am I to doubt their convictions? 

q I don't think there are really clear, specific Scripture passages that spell it out. For me it's looking at it from a larger 
biblical perspective: what are the purposes of Creation?; how does the Bible describe marriage and compare it to the 
relationship between Christ and the Church - what can we understand from these larger themes? 

q I don't know. I don't like the word 'marriage' but we were all made in God's image and I believe have the right to be joined 
in a civil union with all of the rights/responsibilities of marriage.. 

q I am not clear on what the bible says but I would think that Jesus would want us to welcome all to our church 
q However, I am not extremely familiar with the context in which some of passages regarding same-sex relationships was 

delivered. 
q I can't think of any examples of same-sex marriage being discussed in the Bible 
q The Bible has said several times (both in the Old and New Testaments) that homosexuality is a sexual distortion, and 

that marriage was designed by God to be between a man and a woman. 
q The Bible never refers to a relationship bond between same sexes. It condemns those of the same sex lying together as 

the pagans lay together. This to me refers to a specific sex culture that is impossible to judge outside of its historical 
context. 

q Scripture defines marriage as the union of one man and one woman. 
q Although passages in the Old Testament prohibit "lying with mankind as with womankind" it is obvious that not all rules 

that were relevant during this time are still applicable today. As people of God we need to interpret the Bible wisely and 
always show love. 



q The believe the bible affirms the unique role of creation between a man and a woman as marriage. 
q I believe the Bible is clear on pedophilia which many "theologians" and the pious erroneously correlate with LGBT 

issues. 
q I am not sure what the correct interpretation of scripture is on this issue, but I am interested in the overall arc of the 

Biblical narrative and - on all counts - that narrative points to Love. So, if I am going to err, I want to err on the side of 
Love. 

q I think we have to do significant work of interpretation to allow for the possibility of same-sex marriage being allowed or 
supported. I think a lot of this work has been done, thankfully. But it's not straightforward, and many people haven't 
walked through the routes to interpret scripture in this way. We as a church haven't walked through this well with our 
congregation. 

q I believe the Bible allows for the possibility of same sex marriage, but if someone were to ask me to show biblical support 
for that statement, j would struggle to do so because of my lack of knowledge. This is where a teaching session and 
written materials that I could study would be very helpful. 

q And working on Sunday, & eating pork, wearing certain fabric, and other things that scripture was clearly against 
q Love and sin do not mix. But I have seen love between two people of the same sex, so in my eyes, it is not sinful. There 

are only examples of relationships between men and women in the Bible, but cultural changes should be taken into 
account, just like we have accounted for women's rights. 

q I believe the Bible is against many things which we now practice, or for things which we no longer do. 
q I believe there are passages which seem to be against same-sex marriage, as well as passages which support samesex 

marriage. 
q The Bible doesn't directly address same-sex marriage. It does address the sexual practices of the world(s) in which it 

was written. 
q It was determined by God when He made Adam and Eve. 
q There are specific scriptures that have been used to be exclusive and cruel to members of the LGBTQ community and I 

don't believe they have been handled well. Scriptures about loving all people seem to out number scriptures about same-
sex marriage by far. 

q  If I am forced to accept this I will immediately resign my church membership. Thank you 
q The strong message of love trumps the six or seven ambiguous Bible verses 
q Generally ambiguous, but I think the idea is "possible" in evaluation by fruits of the spirit. 
q I believe God supports same sex marriages 
q You can twist it around any way you'd like, but the Word of GOD is clear on this subject, and anyone who is willing to be 

humbled and take GOD's Word for what it is will see this to be truth. 

    



		 Thank you for your valuable input!  Do you have any other comments? 
q Suggestion: A possibility for group viewing and discussion WTTW has a 3-part series shown 7-7-16, Channel 11. Re: 

Who are we? The development of one's biological sexual identity. The 9 month's gestation (conception to birth) God: 
Keep nudging me when I don't measure up! Help me to live what I say and believe. Keep me learning. Amen! 

q This is something I usually avoid talking about, just because I feel like I don't have enough information, or enough 
background, or enough Biblical scholar inside-ness...but I know and respect Adam Phillips, Paul and Marcia Corner, and 
others who have very publicly thrown their hats in the ring for everyone to have full inclusion in the life of the church, and 
wonder how people like that can be wrong. Seems more prophetic than wrong to me. 

q If we really want to be a welcoming church, I believe we should encourage a more neutral political profile. Reasonable 
and intelligent Christians disagree on all political matters. 

q - Question 11 was difficult for me because I feel it is difficult to answer for the entire church. I can only answer with a few 
specific interactions that I personally have had with others, or my friends interactions that I have heard about. I don't 
really like that question because I see it as asking my opinion about the opinion or general feel of the church, and I don't 
have a good feel for that broad of a question. - I think the inconsistent age ranges (some are 7 years, some are 20 years, 
some are even wider with the 65+ range) was not a good way to ask that question. I would have like to seen that reflect 
our current makeup of regular participants at church and broken out in better ranges. Based on some preliminary results 
more than 35% of the respondents have been 65+...does that reflect our current participant distributions? 

q I want to voice my concern that twenty questions can't gauge the opinions of a church body on a potentially divisive topic. 
q Many of these matters seem to be disputable or non-essential for Christian life. We should remember the admonitions in 

Romans 14. 
q I would appreciate a hardcopy or email detailing the results of this survey!!! 
q I am in a work environment that is very inclusive. We can not discriminate for any reason such as sex or gender identity. 

Shouldn't that the same for the church? Thank you for providing this survey as a way to give feedback. I think we should 
also take a survey like this on things like worship style, music, length of service, etc. We haven't take a music survey in a 
while and it seems with our new co-pastor model it would be great to hear from everyone with ideas on music, length of 
service, worship style, etc. It is a great time to look at input from everyone. I know though of course not everyone can be 
happy all of the time. However, I think it would be helpful for the pastors and church staff to get input from the 
congregation in these areas. 

q Doing this survey is good. I see this as a complex issue that touches on our understanding of scripture, right relationship 
with God, and right relationships with one another. 

q We/I have a lot of learning and understanding to do before the first group of questions regarding acceptance is realized. 



q 1) I'm frustrated that we keep calling this an "issue". This reduces the human element. It also makes it seem like 
welcoming people is just something to check off our to-do list. 2) Sexuality is a MUCH bigger topic than LBGTQ. If we 
really want to be inclusive, I think we have to talk about sexuality as a whole. We also have to stop putting heterosexual 
marriage on a pedestal. 

q NPCC is a member of the ECC which clearly states in their resolutions that marriage is between a man and a woman. 
Why do you continue to bring up this subject when it goes against the Covenant beliefs? If you cannot abide by this 
resolution, there are other denominations that may meet your beliefs. Have you not noticed that Pastor Bob's preaching 
has done a great deal to heal the church and bring new people in that just want to hear the good news? Why do you 
think NPCC has had so much trouble with the last 3 pastor? Can't you just let everyone who wants to hear the good 
news come and be welcomed and blessed? You say that you want to have a loving and respectful dialogue but this is 
only going to divide the church. This dialogue is usually one sided and designed to convince people that their beliefs are 
wrong. There is only one who has the answers and it is not NPCC or someone's personal agenda. Prayerfully consider 
what you are doing to the church. 

q If I could wave a wand and make it a healthy thing to fully accept LGBTQ persons into every aspect of the life of the 
church, I would do it. However, there are some pretty definitive condemnations against homosexuality in the Bible. Here 
is what I wonder: are these condemnations all-inclusive (against any and every homosexual act) or do they refer to when 
people are acting in contradiction to their basic true sexuality (a heterosexual person acting out homosexually)? Lots of 
different roads can lead to homosexual attractions and behavior - some of the roads seem healthy to me and others 
seem harmful. Is it my business to determine if a person's path is a spiritually healthy one? Is it my business if that 
person is going to be fully endorsed as a leader within the church? So I guess I'm a little stuck and probably need more 
information and an opportunity to process this some more. I answered "neutral" to questions 4,5,6 & 7 because of the 
marital status aspect, not the sexual orientation or gender identity aspect. I'm more "undecided" or "it would depend" 
than I am "neutral." Thank you for this thoughtful survey and for the work you are doing! 

q I have had MANY negative experiences after coming out to people of faith.   I don't know how or why I feel this way and it 
is very hard to feel hated or disliked by people because of something I didn't choose.   

q However we go about discussing these issues, I feel that we must all remember that all are called to moral sexual 
behavior - no matter their sexual orientation or gender identity - and that sex is a many-layered, mysterious, and 
complicated thing that God made to be a good, though is also something many of us struggle with it in some form or 
another. Thus we must have compassion for one another while also being assertive in what the Bible says in regards to 
it, and how we are to approach it as part of our being made in the image of God. 

q God bless you all for providing this opportunity to respond to these questions. I continue to pray for North Park Church. 
q Prayer is the answer. God will show us what we should or should not believe. 



q I am most comfortable with the "don't ask, don't tell" viewpoint. I am uncomfortable with public displays of same-sex 
affection, overtly public and queer behavior and cross-dressing. It seems like a lot is done just to be offensive or "in your 
face". I do have sympathy for people who have felt all their lives that the body they were given does not correspond with 
their inclinations. I have known several women who were quite masculine in behavior but did not insist on becoming a 
male, and conversely men who were probably considered sissies but did not insist on being a woman. Have we 
encouraged and created a fad which may fade in the future? With lots of publicity we have created some Strangeness, 
"women" with beards and bass voices, etc. Do we want them in the shower and bathroom with our 6 - 10 year old's? We 
have created quite a dilemma. 

q Our conversations on such significant, and personally vulnerable-making, topics need to be held with care for each other 
and our community. There is no room for snarkiness or sarcasm in these conversations. I appreciate the definitions you 
put at the start of this. We would perhaps do well to have a session discussing these definitions (the fact that there are 
so many words to describe a person's sexual being is indicative of the complexity of our sexuality.) 

q I am glad to engage in conversation on these issues. I hope and pray that there will be sensitivity to the diversity of 
opinions, and that no measures will be decided which potentially could provoke another season of division and rancor 
between church members. We can ill afford the alienation of more of our congregation on this or any other issue at this 
time in our congregational life. We're just getting on our feet again--let's be aware of that. 

q I am fully behind being welcoming to all who come for worship and participation in the body of Christ. I support the 
positions of the ECC and expect to continue to do so until there are more clear theological and/or exegetical arguments 
to the contrary. I am not interested in setting an example of protest against the denomination. 

q Looking forward to dialogue and open live discussion on these topics. 
q Thank you for getting this conversation started. This topic is something that I've been wanting to talk about and learn 

more about, but I haven't known where to start. I'm looking forward to the conversation! 
q Thank you to those who are moving forward in this important direction of the church and to the sensitivity to all of Gods 

people whom he has created...and loves... 
q We should be spending more time spreading the gospel, studying the Bible, evangelizing and caring for our neighbors.  

Not separating people into gender identities. We are loosing our mission statement. Christ as personal savior is first. 

x 7 Thank you for bringing this issue up for discussion! 
q The basic question at the heart of this issue is "What kind of church do we want to be?" -- one that mostly focuses on 

condemning the sins of which we think others are guilty -- or one that is focused on extending God's love & care to all, 
those inside the church -- & outside, as well. 

q Help us learn to be gentle with each other and sensitive to the hidden hurts that we don't even know are there. It is so 
easy to say something that is hurtful to someone who has, for example, a family member who is LGBTQ--or who is "in 
the closet." 

q Thank you to the committee for their work on this survey. My prayers are with you and with our church. 



q As more members have the opportunity to interact with others of different sexual orientations it becomes more difficult to 
follow the letter as opposed to the spirit of the bible. We need to let others know what we think including that we could be 
wrong and to listen to their experiences, 

q I strongly believe that Jesus walked with all people, regardless of any kind of status and we are called to do the same.  
Excluding and shaming has no place in the church. 

q Best wishes as you help inform each of us about the "climate of opinion" regarding full and inclusive membership of 
queer individuals seeking inclusion in NPCC. 

q I agree we must be discussing this as a church. When these discussions begin, however, they often have a sense of 
determinism - that to discuss is to decide. Is it possible to avoid this? 

q I understand this is a hot topic in our society; I know many who are very passionate about it, and I see value in 
discussing it as a community. However, I do hope that this is not the topic that defines us as a church. I know other 
churches who have seemed to take this topic on in full force, and in a sense, it defines them. I hope we can be just as 
passionate in supporting persecuted Christians around the world and supporting those who are grieving in our midst. 
Also, I do not think the only way to be welcoming to the LGBTQ community is to say that we as a congregation support 
gay marriage and are open to LGBTQ people as clergy. That would be like saying that in order to show love to someone, 
you have to agree with, support and stand in solidarity with whatever they believe. If that is the case, then many married 
couples and family relationships are in trouble. I think it is possible to welcome and show love for our LGBTQ neighbors 
while still holding true to the current ECC stance of the sanctity of marriage between a man a woman. 

q Here I stand. After so much conversation, listening, dialogue, study, prayer, sobbing, listening, to ALL for so many 
years...I cannot do anything else but stand firm for total inclusion! We are currently deciding what action to take 
regarding the position of the ECC a year ago. We are uncomfortable with our membership in a church with what seems 
to us an unbiblical and un-Christ like position. Does everyone know how hard this is.........for so many of us who have 
lived our entire lives in this church family which we love and have given ourselves to for an entire lifetime....there is no 
other church similar to the ECC in its trust of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in each individual members' heart, soul and 
life. We have prayed and prayed......now is the time for action. Might we look at the ELCA's decision...where there is a 
choice for congregations and pastors while still allowing for people to be married in their own churches....at the altar 
where they were baptized, confirmed, sang in choirs...or even simply where their friends worship. We know of 
Covenanters who have stayed hidden for over fifty years. How can we be the agents of this agony for any 
longer!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Let's love everyone. I can say and do no other!!!!!!!!!!!!! 



q My survey indicates a complete openness to all people to all aspects of church life. But we are a member of a larger 
church body (ECC) that is on record as not being open to homosexuals being involved in all aspect of church life. What 
happens if we decide to be open to all people being involved in all aspects of church life, while being part of a 
denomination that is on record to the contrary. At some point in these discussions, this aspect of things would seem to 
need to be clarified. That is, are we subject to discipline form the ECC if we move as a church in a different direction that 
official ECC policy? To what degree does larger ECC policy interact with our stances and decisions? I hope this aspect 
of things does come into our discussions and clarity is provided. 

q I really appreciate NPCC's willingness to hold tensions. Thank you for the genuine care and concern regarding difficult 
topics. Whether you, as a body, come to the same conclusions as I in the end, I will forever respect your desire to 
dialogue and discern as a group. 

q I'm very glad we are bringing these conversations to the forefront. I've known they have been happening but it seems if 
you don't get in when they start it is hard to join these types of conversations once they've begun. Also, I wasn't quite 
sure what "welcoming to diversity of belief" meant so I was less sure of my answers there. 

q Awareness of what has happened to other Christian denominations when they have adopted LGBQ marriage and clerics 
should be made part of this survey. Starting with cleric premarital sex would be a good beginning. Where is the summary 
of Ministerium and denominational positions? 

q Yes you need prayer and read your Bibles that is all I have to say. 
q NPCC has been for a long time very liberal. Our pastors have often been supportive of the LGBTQ community, as well 

as several vocal members. Additionally the church has been very liberal politically. This leaves very little room for safe 
conversation or differing opinions (conservative). When the church staff, and boards choose to affirm only liberal 
positions, it alienates a number of faithful members. 

q I'm so glad we are talking about this important topic. God's love is so much bigger, inclusive and deeper than ours. 
q I have said to my gay friends, I love you forever but will never accept same sex marriage. We remain close friends! 
q Thanks for the opportunity to share my point of view. 
q Thank you for your boldness. A process on this theme is still so very complicated. Peace to the committee. 
q Fabulous survey! Only concern is that question 15 did not allow for "self" which I think is relevant. However, I can also 

understand if there were concerns that some might see this as a reason to discredit the data. Thank you deeply for 
caring, and pursuing this conversation. 

q I am sure that God loves us all!!!! That's all I need to be sure of!! 



q An individual's sexual orientation matters less to me than their morality. I would be much more concerned about an 
individual being in a leadership position in the church who has engages in casual outside of a committed relationship and 
by committed ideally married. I do not believe that an individual should be a pastor if he/she is living with his/her partner 
without being married. 

q I am surprised that some see the need for this survey. I am saddened that it does not seem in accord with Jesus' bottom 
line of love one another. we are all sinners, and if some see homosexuality as a sin...The church is for sinners not saints. 
Who am I to judge another? 

q There are people in our church I believe who are LGBTQ I can't imagine how they might feel about this conversation. It is 
one thing to talk about an abstract idea and another to talk about real people. 

q The Q in LGBTQ also stands for questioning, which many prefer due to the negative connotation (hate slur) of queer. 
q Jesus said, "Love one another." He did not say to select this one or that one to love. 
    
	


